


F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1977

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  L. R a d e r  
P r e s i d e n t  of  the S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Hr. P r e s i d e n t :

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of  art. Ill, sec. 18 o f  the A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 4 . 3 0 . u 6 0 ( b )  
a n d  the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of  t h o  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  & b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  e x p a n d  the a u­
t h o r i t y  o f  g e n e r a l  l a w  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in i m p o s i n g  
t a x e s  o n  liquor.

T n i s  b i l l  lias b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  the I n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l  
C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o m m i t t e e  on A l c o h o l i s m  to give i n c o r p o­
ra t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  in u s i n g  a s a l e s  
tax t o  g e n e r a t e  r a x e n u e s  n e e d e d  to  p a y  s o m e  o f  tho 
c o s t s  c r e a t e d  b y  tne uso o f  a l c o h o l .  S e c t i o n  1 w o u l d  
a m e n d  A S  0 4 . 1 5 . 0 7 0 ( a )  b y  r e m o v i n g  it3 p r e s e n t  p r o­
h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  p u t t i n g  a t a x  o n  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  
w h e n  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t i e s  a r e  n o t  taxed. S e c t i o n  2 w o u l d  
a m e n d  A S  2 9 . 5 3 . 4 1 5 ( a )  to a u t h o r i s e  the t a x i n g  o f  a 
s i n g l e  c l a s s  o f  c o m m o d i t y ,  a n d  e x p r e s s l y  p e r m i t  a 
h i g h e r  r a t e  o n  i n t o x i c a t i n g  liquor. It a l s o  p e r m i t s  
t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  r a t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  o n  
d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s o s  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S. H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W

OFFICE OF THE ATTORHEf GENERAL POUCH K -  STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU 99011

M a r c h  11, 1977

S e n a t o r  M i k e  C o letta, C h a i r m a n  
S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on A l c o h o l i s m  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V, S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: S e n a t e  B i l l  182

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Coletta:

In o u r  f i n a l  draft o f  this m e a s u r e  for the G o v e r n o r ' s  
O f f i c e ,  w e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  f a i l e d  to m a k e  a c h a n g e  in the title, 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  a late a l t e r a t i o n  in the b o d y  o f  the bill.
We, t h e r e f o r e ,  w o u l d  r e q u e s t  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  to m a k e  the f o l­
lo w i n g  a m e n d m e n t :

P a g e  1, line 6:

D e l e t e  " s a l e s "

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A V R U M  M. G R O S S  
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

R L P :j f



r ~ ' ,  S d / f i

C I T Y  o f  B E T H E L
P. O.  B ox  3 8 8  •  Bethe l ,  A laska 9 9 5 5 9  

5 4 3 - 2 2 9 7  - Area  C od e  9 0 7

M a r c h  28, 1978

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o e  O r s i n
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s a k a  9 9811

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 182, and H o u s e  B i l l  No. 232, "'AN A C T
R E L A T I N G  T O  M U N I C I P A L  S A L E S  TAX.

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Orsin:

A t  the r e g u l a r  B e t h e l  C i t y  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g  of M a r c h  1 j ,
1978, the C o u n c i l  p a s s e d  R e s o J u t i o n  No. 227, e n d o r s i n g  
S e n a t e  Bill No. 182, and H o u s e  B i l l  No. 232, "AN A C T  R E L A T I N G  
T O  M U N I C I P A L  S A L E S  T A X . "  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
to p a s s  and a p p r o v e  this l e g i s l a t i o n .

A l t h o u g h  the C i t y  of B e t h e l  has v o t e d  n o t  to h a v e  the ^ale 
of i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  u n d e r  the l o c a l  o p t i o n  this p r o p o s e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  g i v e  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n o t h e r  o p t i o n  in 
a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o b l e m s  of a l cohol. S i n c e  
t h e r e  e x i s t s  s u c h  a v a r i a t i o n  in the s i z e  ot c o m m u n i t i e s  in 
A l a s k a  r a n g i n g  from u n d e r  25, to a p o p u l a t i o n  of o v e r  
50,000, it s e e m s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  for t h e  A l c o h o l  B e v e r a g e  
C o n t r o l  B o a r d  to r e g u l a t e  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m m u n i t y .  It is 
b e c a u s e  o f  the v a r i e d  s i z e s  of c o m m u n i t i e s  in A l a s k a  and the 
v a s t  a r e a  in A l a s k a  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  g i v i n g  
m o r e  l o c a l  o r  r e g i o n a l  c o n t r o l  to the p e o p l e  th a t  m u s t  
i n e v i t a b l y  liva w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  is t h e  d i r e c t i o n  th a t  tne 
S t a t e  m u s t  look at.

G o i n g  b a c k  to the cwo b i l l s  by  g i v i n g  a c o m m u n i t y  the o p t i o n  
to levy a h i g h e r  s a l e s  tax on i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  th i s  c o u l d  
g i v e  e a c h  C o m m u n i t y  a r e v e n u e  s o u r c e  t h a t  c o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  
m a n y  of the i n c r e a s e d  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a r i s e  f r o m  a n y  c o m m u n i t y  
t h a t  d o e s  s e l l  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  s u c h  as i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  
at the a l c o h o l  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s ,  i n c r e a s e d  t r a f f i c  p r o b l e m s ,  
a n d  i n c r e a s e  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  a t  home.

S i n c e r e l y ,

L y m a n  H o f f m a n  
C i t y  M a n a g e r

“Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center of the Kuskokwim"
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C I T Y  OF BETHEL, A L A S K A  
R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 227

A  RESv.^UTION O F  T H E  C I T Y  OF BETHEL, A L A S K A  E N D O R S I N G  T H E  
G O V E R N O R S  R E Q U E S T  F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  "AN A C T  R E L A T I N G  T O  
M U N I C I P A L  S A L E S  T A X . "  IN T H E  F O R M  O F  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 182 
A N D  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 232.

W H E R E A S ,  t h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  e n a b l e  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  to 

l e v e y  a s a l e s  tax a t  a h i g h e r  r a t e  on the sa l e  of i n t o x i c a t­

ing liquor, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the C i t y  of B e t h e l  has b e e n  d r y  s i n c e  1973, 

a n d  has e x p e r i e n c e d  n u m e r o u s  p r o b l e m s  b e c a u s e  of  " b o o t l e g g e r s " ,  

a nd

W H E R E A S ,  t h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  g i v e  the o p t i o n  to a m u n i c i p a l i t y  

to p r o v i d e  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the b a r t e r ,  s a l e  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  

of a l c o h o l  a n d  the o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  of b u s i n e s s  of s e l l i n g  

i n t o x i c a t i n g  liquor.

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE  IT R E S O L V E D  T H A T  T h e  C i t y  of Bethel,

A l a s k a  e n d o r s e s  S e n a t e  Bi l l  No. 182, and H o u s e  Bill No. 232,

"An A c t  R e l a t i n g  to M u n i c i p a l  S a l e s  T a x e s " ,  a n d  e n c j u r a g e s  

t he S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to pa s s  and a p p r o v e  this l e g i s l a t i o n .

P A S S E D ,  A P P R O V E D  A N D  A D O P T E D  BY T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  OF T H E  CI T Y  

O F  B E T H E L ,  A L A S K A  T H I S  2 S L  DAY 0F / 'Y ) a a * A  J____________ / 1978.

A T T E S T :

£ C I T Y  C L E R KC I T Y  C L E R K
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