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D e a r

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  r e s p o n s e  to our q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e g a r d i n g  
lands u n d e r  Sec. 1 4(c)(3) of the ANCSA. B e c a u s e  of the g o o d  
n u m b e r  of ret u r n s ,  the f o l l o w i n g  t r e n d s  c o u l d  be d e t e r m i n e d  
f r o m  t h o s e  r e s p o n s e s :

1. As to be e x p e c t e d ,  the v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  
b e e n  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  a c t i v e  in a d d r e s s i n g  the i s sue 
than h a v e  the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

2. T h e r e  is a w i d e  d i s p a r i t y  of o p i n i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  
to s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h a t  c r i t e r i a  is to be u s e d  in the 
s e l e c t i o n  of the 1280 a cres a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h o  
is to m a k e  the sel e c t i o n .

3. W h i l e  t h ere g e n e r a l l y  has b e e n  some d i a l o g u e  
b e t w e e n  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  and the v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a­
tion, t h ere has as yet b e e n  l i t t l e  a g r e e m e n t  
r e a c h e d  on  e i t h e r  the s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  or the 
s p e c i f i c  lands selected.

4. C o n f r o n t a t i o n  is a n t i c i p a t e d  in h a l f  of the c ases 
by b o t h  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

5. T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of b o t h  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  and 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  like s o m e  a i d  f r o m  the s tate
in the f o r m  of f u n d i n g  g r a n t s  or t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  
as w e l l  as d e f i n i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  for the s e l e c t i o n  
p r o c e s s .

T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  has t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  the f o r m a t i o n  of an 
i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  to l o o k  at this i s s u e  in so m e  d e t ail, b o t h  
to m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  the type a n d  m a g n i t u d e  of s t a t e  
a s s i s t a n c e  n e e d e d  a n d  to h o p e f u l l y  a v e r t  the m a n y  c o n f r o n t a­
tions that s e e m  to be b u i l d i n g .  As w i t h  m a n y  a s p e c t s  of the 
L a n d  C l a i m s  Act, t h e r e  are u n a n t i c i p a t e d  c o m p l e x i t i e s  that 
a re e n o u g h  to put a s t r a i n  on e v e n  the b e s t  o f  w o r k i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t y .



J
May 7, 1977 2.

I e x p e c t  to b e  c h a i r m a n  of this i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  as 
s u c h  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in so m e  of y o u r  s p e c i f i c  c o n c e r n s .  
Of  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  w o u l d  b e  y o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  of an 
e s t i m a t e  o f  the a m o u n t  of  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  y o u  m i g h t  
n e e d ,  s o  that an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  p u t  i n t o  n e x t  y e a r ' s  
s t a t e  b u d g e t .  I w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in h e a r i n g  f r o m  y o u  on 

t h i s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

-Senator J o e  O r s i n i  
C h a i r m a n ,  C o m m u n i t y  
a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e

J O / j s
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D e a r

A s  y o u  w i l l  r e c a l l ,  w e  s e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  out to a l l  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  a f f e c t e d  b y  Sec.
1 4 ( c ) ( 3 )  of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act. B e ­
c a u s e  of the g o o d  n u m b e r  of r e t u r n s , t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r e n d s  
c o u l d  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  f r o m  t h o s e  r e s p o n s e s :

1. A s  to be e x p e c t e d ,  the v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  
b e e n  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  a c t i v e  in a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  i s s u e  
t h a n  h a v e  the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

2. T h e r e  is a w i d e  d i s p a r i t y  of o p i n i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  
to s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h a t  c r i t e r i a  is to b e  u s e d  in the 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  the 12 8 0  a c r e s  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h o  
is to m a k e  the s e l e c t i o n .

3. W h i l e  t h e r e  g e n e r a l l y  h a s  b e e n  s o m e  d i a l o g u e  
b e t w e e n  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  the v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a­
tion, t h e r e  h a s  as y e t  b e e n  l i t t l e  a g r e e m e n t  
r e a c h e d  o n  e i t h e r  the s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  or the 
s p e c i f i c  l a n d s  s e l e c t e d .

4. C o n f r o n t a t i o n  is a n t i c i p a t e d  in h a l f  of the c a s e s  
b y  b o t h  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

5. T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of b o t h  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  l i k e  so m e  a i d  f r o m  the s t a t e
in the f o r m  of f u n d i n g  g r a n t s  or t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  
as w e l l  as d e f i n i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  for the s e l e c t i o n  
p r o c e s s .

T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  the f o r m a t i o n  of an 
i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  to l o o k  at this i s s u e  in s o m e  d e t a i l ,  b o t h  
to m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  the t y p e  a n d  m a g n i t u d e  of s t a t e  
a s s i s t a n c e  n e e d e d  a n d  to h o p e f u l l y  a v e r t  the m a n y  c o n f r o n t a­
tio n s  that s e e m  to be  b u i l d i n g .  As  w i t h  m a n y  a s p e c t s  of the 
L a n d  C l a i m s  Act, t h e r e  a r e  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  c o m p l e x i t i e s  that 
a r e  e n o u g h  to \ t a s t r a i n  on e v e n  the b e s t  of  w o r k i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  and m u n i c i p a l i t y .
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I e x p e c t  to b e  c h a i r m a n  of  t h i s  i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  as 
s u c h  w o u l d  be i n t e r e s t e d  in s o m e  o f  y o u r  s p e c i f i c  c o n c e r n s .  
O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  w o u l d  b e  y o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  of an 
e s t i m a t e  of  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  y o u  m i g h t  
n e e d ,  so th a t  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  p u t  i n t o  n e x t  y e a r ' s  
s t a t e  b u d g e t .  I w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in h e a r i n g  f r o m  y o u  o n  
t h i s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  J o e  O r s i n i  
C h a i r m a n ,  C o m m u n i t y  
a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e

J O / j s
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M a r c h  30, 1977 

R e : A N C S A

R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  

D e a r  :

F o r  y o u  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  is s e n d i n g  y o u  a c o p y  of the l e t t e r  a n d  

e n c l o s u r e s  w h i c h  w e r e  sent to all the V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  

a n d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  As the l e t t e r  states, 

this C o m m i t t e e  h o p e s  to c r e a t e  b e n e f i c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e m  and r e c e i v e  i n p u t  (see a u e s t i o n a i r e )  in o r d e r  to a s­

c e r t a i n  w h a t  a c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  in r e g a r d s  to the 

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act.

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o m m e n t s  or s u g g e s t i o n s ,  or if w e  can b e  any 

a s s i s t a n c e  to you, p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  this 

o ffice.

Si n c e r e l y ,

J o e  O r s i n i  
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  and 

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e

J O / j s

E n c lo s u r e s :  As s t a t e d
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M a r c h  28, 1977

O n e  of the less r e c o g n i z e d  a s p e c t s  of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n d  
C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (ANCSA) has b e e n  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 
S e c t i o n  14(c)(3) a n d  (4), r e l a t i n g  to the r e c o n v e y a n c e  of 
V i l l a g e  land to g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  (see e n c l o s e d  c o p y  of 
the S e c t i o n  a n d  the p e r t i n e n t  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e .  A S  4 4 . 4 7 . 1 5 0 ) .  
H o w e v e r ,  as the land c o n v e y a n c e  p r o c e s s  a p p r o a c h e s  c o m p l e­
tion, this r e c o n v e y a n c e  p o r t i o n  of the A N C S A  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  
b e c o m e  m o r e  of an issue.

B e c a u s e  of the n u m e r o u s  q u e s t i o n s  that w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  be 
r a i s e d  r e g a r d i n g  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h ese secti o n s ,  it is 
the f e e l i n g  of the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e  that w e  s h o u l d  b e g i n  to a d d r e s s  the i s s u e  now, 
b e f o r e  the o c c u r r e n c e  of p o s s i b l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  so as to 
see if some m u t u a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  p r o c e d u r e s  can be reached.
It w o u l d  s e e m  to be in the be s t  i n t e r e s t s  of all c o n c e r n e d  
that some sort of p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  be u n d e r t a k e n  r e g a r d i n g  
the s e l e c t i o n  of the land to be r e c o n v e y e d ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  
i n v o l v e  the use of s t a t e  funds.

It w i l l  h e l p  our c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the s u b j e c t  if w e  c o u l d  
get s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to y o u r  c u r r e n t  d i s p o s i­
tion  on the issue. In that regard, w e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  
r e s p o n s e  to the q u e s t i o n s  on the f o l l o w i n g  page. P l e a s e  
feel free to e l a b o r a t e  o n  any of your a n s w e r s ,  and m a k e  
w h a t e v e r  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s  y o u  desire.

S i n c e r e l y

e O r s i n i ,  C h a i r m a n

J O / j s

S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  and 
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e

E n c lo s u r e s :  As s t a t e d



Has y o u r  V i l l a g e  been  aw are  o f  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n
1 4 ( c ) ( 3 )  and (4 )  o f  t h e  ANCSA?

H a v e  y o u  g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to t a k i n g  s o m e  f o r m a l  a c t i o n  in 
that r e g a r d ?

H a v e  y o u  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  a n y  S t a t e  O f f i c i a l s  on this issue?

W h a t  do y o u  fe e l  the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  or A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  can 
do to h e l p  in this l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e ?

P r e p a r e d  By: 

Title: 

V i l l a g e  Of:



Has y o u r  m u n i c i p a l i t y  been  aw are  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f
S e c t i o n  1 4 ( c ) (3 )  and (4 )  o f  th e  ANCSA?

H a v e  y o u  g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to t a k i n g  s o m e  f o r m a l  a c t i o n  in 
th a t  r e g a r d ?

H a v e  y o u  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  the V i l l a g e  o n  this i s s u e ?

Has a n y  a g r e e m e n t  b e e n  r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  the V i l l a g e  
on h o w  to p r o c e e d  in this r e g a r d ?

H a v e  y o u  r e a c h e d  a n y  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the V i l l a g e  on the lands 
to be  c o n v e y e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 4 ( c ) ( 3 )  a n d  (4)?

D o e s  it a p p e a r  as t h o u g h  t h e r e  m a y  be  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  on the 
i s s u e ?

W h a t  do  y o u  feel the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  can 
do to h e l p  in this l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e ?

P r e p a r e d  By 

T i t l e

M u n i c i p a l i t y  O f



Has y o u r  V i l l a g e  been aw are  o f  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t io n
1 4 ( c ) (3 )  and (4 )  o f  t h e  ANCSA?

H a v e  y o u  g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to tal \ng s o m e  f o r m a l  a c t i o n  in 
th a t  r e g a r d ?

H a v e  y o u  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  o n  this issue?

Has a n y  a g r e e m e n t  b e e n  r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  the M u n i c i­
p a l i t y  on h o w  to p r o c e e d  in this r e g a r d ?

H a v e  y o u  r e a c h e d  a n y  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  on the 
lands to be c o n v e y e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 4 (c)(3) a n d  (4)?

Do e s  it a p p e a r  as t h o u g h  t h e r e  m a y  be a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  on the 
issue?

W h a t  do y o u  feel the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  or A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  can 
do to h e l p  in this land s e l e c t i o n  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e ?

P r e p a r e d  By 

T i t l e  

V i l l a g e  Of
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B5 STAT. 703

P a t o n t

requirements.

Pub, L a w  92-203 - 16 - D e c e m b e r  18, 1971

finds is qualified for land benefit under this Act, the Secretary shall 
issue to the Village Corporation a patent to the surface estate in the 
number of acres shown in the following table:
If the village hncl on the 1970 census It shall be entitled to a patent to anenumeration date a Native popula- area of public lands equal to—tlon between—

25 and 99— -  09,120 acres.100 and 199_____________________  92,100 acres.200 and 399__________   115,200 acres.400 and 599.......  115,240 acres.600 or more____________________ 161,280 acres.
The lands patented shall be those selected by the Village Co.porn- 
tion pursuant to subsection 12(a). In  addition, the Secretary shall 
issue to the Village Corporation a patent to the surface estate in the 
lands selected pursuant to subsection 12(b).

(b) Immediately after selection by any Village Corporation for 
n Native village listed in section 16 which the Secretary finds i9 quali­
fied for land benefits under this Act, the Secretary shall issue to the 
Village Corporation a patent to the surface estate to 23,040 acres. The 
lands patented shall be the lands within the township or townships 
that enclose the Native village, and any additional lands selected by 
the Village Corporation from the sur rounding townships withdrawn 
for the Native village by subsection 16(a).

(c) Each patent issued pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) shall 
lie subject to the requirements of this subsection. Upon receipt of 
n patent or patents:

(1) the Village Corporation shall first convey to any Native or 
non-Nntive occupant, without consideration, title to the surface 
estate in the tract occupied as n primary plnce of residence, or as 
tv primary plnce of business, or ns a subsistence campsite, or ns 
hendqunrters for reindeer husbandry;

(2) the Villnge Corporation shall then convey to the occupant, 
either without consideration or upon payment of an amount not in 
excess of fa ir market value, determined ns of the date of initinl 
occupancy and without regard to any improvements thereon, title 
to the surface estnte in any tract occupied by n nonprofit 
organization;

(3) the Villnge Corporation shall then convey to any Munici­
pal Corporation in the Nntive village or to the State in trust for 
any Municipal Corporation established in the Native village in 
the future, title to the remaining surface estate of the improved 
land on which the Native villnge is located nnd ns much additional 
lnnd ns is necessnry for community expansion, nnd appropriate 
rights-of-way for public use, and other foreseeable community 
needs: Providr<f, That the amount of lands to be transferred to 
the Municipal Corporation or in trust shall be no less than 1,280 
acres;

(1) the Village Corporation shall con\ev to the Federal Gov­
ernment, State or to the appropriate Municipal Corporation, title 
to the surface estnte for existing airport sites, airwnv beacons, and 
other navigation aids, together with such additional acreage and/ 
or cnscinents ns are necessary to provide related services and to 
insure safe nppronchesto airport runways: nnd

(5) for a period of ten years after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Itegional Corporation sliull he afforded the opportunity 
to review nnd render advice to the Villnge Corporations on all 
land sales, leases or other transactions prior to any final 
commitment.
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Sec. 44.47.150. Village land conveyed in trust, (a) The commissioner of the Department of Community and Regional Affairs is designated to accept, administer, and dispose of land conveyed to the state in trust by village corporations under § 14(c)(3) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (P.L. 92-203, 85 Stat. 703) for the purposes specified in that section.(b) Transfer of land by sale, lease, right-of-way, easement, or permit, including transfer of surface resources, may be made by the commissioner only after approval of an appropriate village f̂ity such as the traditional council, a village meeting, or a village referendum. Such approval shall be by resolution filed with the department.(c) Within one complete state fiscal year after the incorporation of a municipality ir. the village or of a municipality which includes all or part of the village, land acquired under this section shall be conveyed without cost to the municipality, and the municipality shall succeed to all the entrusted interest in the land.(d) Separate accounts shall be maintained in the name of each village for the land, including the revenues from the land, acquired from each village corporation under this section, and within 90 days of the close of each state fiscal year a statement of the account for each municipality shall be prepared by the commissioner and be made available to the village and to the public upon request.(e) Upon the conveyance of land to a municipality under this section, the commissioner shall account to the municipality for all profits including interest from the land, and the municipality may then request that the governor submit a request to the legislature for an appropriation for the amount due it.(f) No title or interest to lands acquired by the department under this section may be acquired hy adverse possession or prescription.(g) For the purposes of this chapter, the term municipality includes only first and second class cities incorporated under the laws of the state. (§ 1 ch 119 SLA 1975)
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