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F U R T H E R  C O M M E N T S  BY O R R I N  P O M E R O Y  (STATE A S S E S S O R ' S  O F F I C E )  

RE Y O U R  B I L L  O N  B U S I N E S S  P R O P E R T Y  T A X  IN U N O R G A N I Z E D  B O R O U G H

P o m e r o y  h a d  the f o l l o w i n g  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  the d r a f t  bill:

1) By r e s t r i c t i n g  the tax to b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t y ,  w o u l d
in fact the m e a s u r e  co s t  m o r e  to a d m i n i s t e r  t h a n  it w o u l d  
r a i s e  in r e v e n u e ?

2) W h y  s h o u l d  p r o p e r t y  t a x  e x e m p t i o n s  be g r a n t e d  for c o m­
mu n i t i e s  w i t h  e x i s i t i n g  s ales taxes? He b e l i e v e d  that the 
two w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  in n a t u r e  and a f f e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t  s e g m e n t s  
of the l ocal p o p u l a t i o n .  F o r  the sake of equity, he a g r e e d  
that e x e m p t i o n s  s h o u l d  be s t i p u l a t e d  for c o m m u n i t i e s  a l r e a d y  
h a v i n g  some f o r m  of p r o p e r t y  tax.

He n o t e d  that f r o m  his p r e c e d i n g  r e m a r k s  it w a s  c l e a r  that he s till 
f a v o r e d  the a p p r o a c h  of SB 35 w h i c h  t a x e d  all r e a l  p r o p e r t y  in the 
u n o r g a n i z e d  bor o u g h .  He r e m a i n s  c o n c e r n e d  that a b s e n t e e ,  " f o r e i g n "  
i.e. n o n - l o c a l ,  land o w n e r s  p o s s e s s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n i m p r o v e d  p r o p e r t y  
in the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  w h i c h  they are a l l o w i n g  to a p p r e c i a t e  
f r e e  f r o m  taxation.

He a l s o  r e m a i n s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  w h a t  d e f i n e s  the c o n c e p t  of b u s i n e s s  
p r o p e r t y .  He s u g g e s t e d  that y o u  m . g h t  w a n t  to i n c l u d e  l a n g u a g e  in 
y o u r  b i l l  s t i p u l a t i n g  that r e c o r d s  s u c h  as b u s i n e s s  l i c e n c e s  s h o u l d  
be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the A s s e s s o r ' s  O f f ice, b u t  a c k n o w l e d g e d  that the 
l e g a l i t y  of this w o u l d  h a v e  to be d e t e r m i n e d  first.

P o m e r o y  has n o t  yet d r a w n  up a fi s c a l  n o t e  a l t h o u g h  he says his 
o r i g i n a l  r o u g h  e s t i m a t e  ( $ 2 0 0 - 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  and 3/4 a d d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n s )  
is s t i l l  a g o o d  b a l l  p a r k  figure. If y o u  w o u l d  like h i m  to s tart 
o n  the f i s c a l  note, he said he w o u l d  be r e a d y  to begin.
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