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control ease—i.e, a country which is not "tlc-.
yeloping™—the Philippines turns out not only
w have evaluations of jobs amd oceupitions
that vorrelate highly with the U.S. evaluations
iz, indeed, also with the Pakistani evalua-
nems) but also to exhibit strong cconomic
srowth as measured by index numbers of in-
Justrial production.  Cocllicients  ” rank corre.
lation in the ratings of 15 occupations as be-
syeen the Philippines and the U.S,, Pakistan
amel the ULS,, and the Philippines and Pakistan
are +.965, +.875, and -}.918 respectively—
and all are significant at the one percant level,

CONCLUSIONS

For reasons which have been discussed
throughout the paper, the conclusions -which
ean be drawn frowa the data reported here (and
irum the analysis of them) are necessarily
limited. We have found that in both Pakistan
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and, for a smaller munher of ocenpations, in
the Philippines—hoth of whicls «how clear evi-
dence -of vigorons economic  development—
there is strong similavity in the wiys univer-
sity students evaluate jobs and vccupations and
also that similarities exist between job and
occupation ratings in cach of them and the
ratings of jobs and occupations made by a
broader cross-section of the population of the
United States, which we have taken as standard
for an cconomically “developed” country. In
the case of the rank ordering of 15 selected
occupations, correlations were high and sig-
nificant. This seems to support the proposition,
though, again, it does not demonsirate it con-
clusively, that evaluations of irbs and occupa-
tions, at least by university studenls in devel-
oping countries, may be a uselul measire of
capacity for rapid modernization in terms of
cconomic growth or development,

HOW BAFFIN ISLAND ESKIMO HAVE LEARNED
TO USE ALCOHOL

JOHN J. HONIGMANN IRMA TTONIGMANN
University of North Caroline

ABSTRACT

Eskimo in Frobisher Bay, a new Baffin Island town, became legally entitled to drink
alcoholic beverages in 1960, They embraced the opportunity with alerily, one result being
many arrests for drunkenness. To curh drinking, a law in 1962 limited aleohol sales. Public
s_since_deglined and older Fskivo-haveTwgunto_leacn a_duuking—patieen

drunkenness ha
resembling that of their Lurocanadian neighbors,” Eskimo drinking shows few signs of being
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oink Jor the pleasure 1t gives them and consumphion correlales
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with economic s social status, being one of the marks of a full-fledged townsman. Regular

armRery-formtstrmmty—sTT parc ol he froudle with which police must cope;

INTRODUCTION
nly rarely do socinl scientisls arrive on
the scene of their study while a theo-
retically significant, or otherwise im-
portant, cultural experiment is in progress. We
were thus fortunate in being able to learn about
the end of one phase of aleoholic drinking and
observe the start of another, while studying
other aspects of the newly established white-
Lskimo town of Frobisher Bay, Bafin Island,
one of the largest urban centers in the Cana-

dian Arctic.r  Here, where Eskimo culture is
undergoing especially rapid and thoroughgoing

1Qur six months field work in Vrobisher Bay,
from March theough most of Aupgost, 1963, was
supported contractually by the Northern Co-ordi-
nation and Research Centre, Department of Norvth-
ern Affuirs and National Resources, Canadi.  We
owe much to vany people for niding vs in our
study o7 drinking, but here we acknowledge only
the valuable cooperation extended by Mr, arold
Zuckerman, social worker, and Mys, T Allured,
manager of the Territorial liguor store in FFrobisher

"Bay,
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eve ution, we couhl reconstruet how o Curions,
micitivent. and dventurous  people stuldenly
ints wlueed to clegal drinking at first cigerly
el raced the new source of stimulation amed
ther, uided by new laws and other forces of
When we left
thers, they were in the prucess of devising
anoter style of drinking, whose outlines we
will deseribe, thougl without knowing  how
final it will be, .

The Eskimo response to aleohol is theoreti-
cilly significant for the student of human. be-
Thavior beeause it helps to correct the undue
emphisis consistently placed on stress and other
deficiency motivations as explanations of drink-
To _reason_that Eskimo rushed to use
Aleohol hecause it came to them simultancously

with_stressiul and  wholesale, rapid culture

socid control partly recoiled.

e =
ing.

climge is to apply theory in_a_ stereolyimd™ pott
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tshion, quite without regard for facts. Con-
trary to what we heard before reaching Fro-
bisher Bay, Eskimo culture change despite its
rapic nature and far-reiching extent has not
generally trammatized  and disorgranized  the
Fakitan who settled in that community.  \We
began our vesereh with the advice thit deinl-

ing and offenses stenming from drinking rep-
resented two Kinds of deviant responses to per-
vitsive hut  diseovered
drinking by Frobisher Pav Eskimo i seneral |
he

Psychological  stress

not te wimarily delicieney motivated,
Increasingly  the  anthropologist  works  in
comuamities where the abundinee of written
records wllows him to colleet quantitative data.
OF conrse, he can also builid sueh precision into
lis field work by designing suitable methods 1o
colleer quantifinhle data, thougeh counting would
be wasteful if his problem did not espeeially

ol i e y A tation_Centig, which in part accommodates
henefi* from quantifieation, “There is no virtie

e counting for its own sake,
I ISvobisher May, o town of aboyl 2000

persors where some 900 Eskimo huve settled,
administrative records are aecunmlating vapid-
Iv. Lhey were ddeal in allowing us 10 follow
clittges inovesponse to an administrative order
implicaly designed to control exeessive dyink-
ing by Fskimo, wha only two years previously
haed won the Tegal right to drink on the same
T Cl George D, Spindler, ";‘\ﬁlt:)hni. S}.:'-Ij,lthilllll."
Awerivan clathrapoloyist, 66 (19G4), pp. H1-384,

S | ,\,|
batsis us their non-Eskimo peers in the Nonl.
west Territories,

THE TOWN

The town itself, at the head of the Bay di !
covered in 1576, came into being in 1942 whep
the United States Air Force located a weittler
station nearby. In 1943 construction began o
an air strip.  After a temporary absence, United
States Air Force personnel returned in 193]
and Frobisher Bay became an important site
supporting shipment of military material !
Thule, Greenland.  In 1952 a renewed building
program got underway, including ¢onstruction
of a radar station, and in 1955 the place became
a center of activity for sending supplies and
men to the castern end of the 1, E. W, Jie,
then under construction. In that year Canada’s [
Department of Northern Affairs and National !
Resourees (1. N, A.) began construction of
housing for government-employed Eskimo and
non-Eskimo personnel, Since then many more
houses have been built for 1skimo, some on a
cooperative basis, and other facilitics have been
added.  “T'he place increasingly. attracted south
Bafin Ishnd Eckimao, but the years of heaviest |
immigration came with the intensified con.
struction of 1957, a year when the )iskimo
population totalled about 500 persons.

Eskimo _dyaw livelihood from fomr  main
sources: wage labor; full-time huoting and
trapping (by a variable nwmber of men, in-
l'm those who rarvely seek wage work and
others who have temporarily lost jobs) ; ]_1.9_|_1£_Jl
Mlﬂ_gj, including sewing and earving with
stone imported from sonthern Quebee; goci!
assistanee, a source of income that runs high |
in winter for the unemployed and for full-time I

hunters, and the government-operated Rehabili-

disabled Eskimo who have come from various
parts of the castern Arvetie 1o learn new slkills '
that will enable them o survive in their home
settlements.  Unable to return to o slrenuous
life on the dand, rehabilitants must he prepared
for less nctive carcers.  Other rehabilitants are
social problems, including  promiscuous girls
whom the court recommended to the Centre
Eskimo live in (hree dispersed neighborhoods
connected by a bus,  In Apex 1 vehabilitants
live together with most of the Eskimo who are
employed by D, N, A, Here the largest .8:])
-
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st madern houses are to be found, including
ovately owned co-op dwellings. In Ikhaluit,
Jere @t number of full-time lunters live as
«ll as Eskimo employed by other organiza-
.ans, houses vary from sclf-made, -multi-
pomedd s_hucks to prefabricated dwellings
taght from the Government. At the air base
_where cight Eskimo families live in an apart-
aentlike building next door to Eurocanadian
wighbors—the  government offices, nirporl,
JAores, and the main school are located. Non-
gskimo nlso live in Apex Hill
Start of Legal Drinking
Drior to - Lrobis

o saw or_heard of their Eurocanadian mili-
wry and civilian_neighbors using alcoho!, but
only illegally could they themsclves possess
il consume it, Thengin 1960, in cons

o a fer-reaching court decision that freed all
Canadian Jiskimo  from _discriminatory n-
junctions _concerning drinking, they acquired
precisely the siue privileges as the white man,

| They can go to the counter of the Territorial
 _liquor store on any ol several afternoons and

tvenings, show their permit, and order wine,
rum, whiskey, gin, or beer (including ale).
Notling cai fesold By the liquor store except
to j pernit Tolder,  Almost any cvening they
o sit_down in the Rustic Room, @ hotel
tavern, and drink beer or hard liguor.

What happened when alcohol at not tao steep
prices? heeame legally available to Eskimo in

Frobisher Bay? Kecords as well as knowledge-
able informants agree that a number of Lskimo,

ettt
both men and women, embraced the new opor-

fumity with_the same alucrity and enthusiasim

they showed for other PrONNSING, MW eXPOri-
ences. They ]!_l_ll‘Eh:l‘il'tl mostly heer and, I_:._t_k_
e o tested pattern of drinking that would have
regulated the speed and amount consumed &
uny one time, drank it without full awareness
r_‘jwui— The_results are described i
disastrous., For example, between 1939 and
1960, total court convictions, (Eskimo and non-
Eskimo) juwmped {rom 53 to 155 and in 1961
reached 190,' the overwhelming proportion of

31n 1963 a bottle of good scoteh whiskey cost
$6.75: a hottle of sherry, $1.85; a dozen cans of
heer, $3.25.

A Harold  Zuckermun, “Report of the Use of
Liquor by the Eskimo People at Frobisher ay.”
typescript, 1962,

Taunk I, NUMBER 0F ESKIMO OFFENSES BY MONTIH
proM pECEM IR, 1961 To averst 2, 1903 (21
MoNTIHS)*

]
Linuer | Critainal !
Months Ofenses Offnises Other Tolal
1961
December | 27 7 — 31!
i
1862 ' !
Janunry 7 - =% 7l
Februnry 6 I 1 5
March G 2 — 8
April 10300 9120 —1 10;123
May 14 - | — 17
June q | — 5l
July 16 ) - 17
August fi 2) — &
September | 10 ik — 11
October 2 5 —_— 7
November 5 2 — 7
Decemnber 4) — —] 43
' |
1963 {
January 2 — = s
Februnry — 1 1 21
Mareh i - - 7
April 1 — — ll
May 14 1 2 171
June 1) 42 1311 4 12500
July ] 1 - G}
August i 4 2 a)
TOTAL | 166 45 | A

*ltrackets cover cumprralile perisd of time, from Dee mber to Augin

persons convicted being Eskimo. Mast of tle
arrests  reportedly stemmed  from  oflenses
against the Territorial Taquor Ordinavee, s
fhiey still do today. (Table 1) The increnae in
convictions far outran the inerease in popoki-

tion, which rose from 624 Iskimo in 1958 to 701 |

in 1061, The social worker's reporl compaves
the first half of 1961 with 48 legal convictions,
40 of them Eskimo and six pereent falling undar
the Liquor Ordinance, with the secomed  hedi
of that year when 68 pervsons were convicted,
65 of them Eskimo and 70 percent coming
ander the Ordinance, e estimates that over
90 percent of all offenses brovght to courl

during the _five years prior to Mareh, V02

stemmed wholly or partlv from the “excessive

e ol alcohol.”  Violence is priven as a specifig

ey

Teoncomitant”  of heavy drinkine, jnchudine

violence botween spouses.  Drinking also e

—_— - .
adults_to miss_work, perform inadequately on

Me job, and eventually to lose their jobs il
50 miss payments on houses purchased from the
povernment. Deinking promoted sexual prem-

isenity, sexual assault, and damage to houses,
——d —
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tom church, non«drinkers lookine down on
drnbkees and  making  them feel vowddeome.
Intoxization stimulated public disturbanees and

noise, frequently kept up till the early hours of

W H;u mering.  The town took various measures
to curb_excessiv ke, Dolice vigilance,

T § N

what they drank or took home from the Gavern,
Lo addition they purchased 65 ounces of wine,
ad spivits in May and 25 ounces both in July
aned August, 1962, from the liquor store, the
only outlet from which wines and spirits couli
]Egaliy be_ordered apd paid for, to be picked
up by the purchaser 3 weeks later.

fines, and jail sentences constituted pressure to
contrel aleoholic indulgence. The social worker

— complizined that the Fskimo fails to learn {yap

e such vunitive measures.  When he {ried case
work with people who desmk heavily, he found
it tu be cffective for oaly short periods of time.
Alsa, cach Saturday afternoon a small number
of men who drank heavily attended group
meetings at which, sometimes, a doctor spoke

on drinking or the wen played covds _and

checkers,  However, the weliare officer (ues-
tioned the ellccliveness of those meetings,

Townspeople also received literature writlen i
Eskimo, describing dillicultics thal could arise
from excessive use of aleoliol ind explaining the
relationship bhetween drinking and olTenses com-
mitled against the law.,  Sometime before
AMareh, 1962 the super intendent of the REhaMT:

M_g_ (i man fluent in Iskimo) lwlpul

write and protluce six radio _plays, most ast_af

which dealt with drinking and iis _conneetion

with violenee and other social problems, The
Tocal station arred the tape-recorded pl?):s, which
preserted drinking with an unequivocally moral
tong, giving drinkers and the tavern a dis-
reputable air,

We did not manape to secure figures of actual
aleohelic consumption going back to 1960, bhut

S An Adminisirative Order

‘combat_the Iiskimo's enthusinstic respons
alcohol _reportedly _proy [scourngin

neasures achyy -“'-JMQ;‘L

tember, 1902, impress 1iskimao = ;
ohservers aving Imu]_mnsulcrnhlj_umr.
cllectivl, /Under the first regulation, the taver
could 1o Tonger sm to be taken off the
premises.  Under seond, cnstomers al the
liquor store had (o wait three weeks before they
could pick up their paid-for @or any other
alcoholic commodity. Although unpopular with
some local Furocanadians, who have circulated
a pelition to repeal the wailing period on heer,
these measures have greatly pleased officials
and police with Me way they have appareatly
slowed down Eskimo drinking. Beer faken
from the Tiquor store Tell Trom 4,200 cans sold
in August to 540 in Scptember. In October,
November, and  December  respectively, 71
licensed Lskimo purchasers took home from
that outlet only 864, 1,188, and 1,140 cans of
beer, hut wines and spirits vose to 245, 750, and
565 ounces in those three months respectively,
By May, June; and July, 1963, licensed pur-
chasers had dropped to 32 and they ca‘ried
home only 864, 1,032, and G660 cans of heer
respectively and 190, 425, and 80 ounces ol

we know that 71 hccnwtl pmch.l-.m in o popu-
lation of apyproxin
20, 3516, and 4,200 twelve-ounce _cany_of
heer _from s stoye in May, June, July,

5.5

ines and spirits,
Public_drunkenness also declined after Sep-
tember, 1962,  Offenses against the Liguer

i_l_l_"J_"_“.‘Llth—-mﬁ-{n_ respectively, not counting

" Pashin Yatsushiro's m'mmcnpl noles uIrt.unctl
at Frobisher lhg and his paper, “The Changing
Eskimo Eeonomy,” presented at the annual mu'lulg
of the American Anthropological  Association in
10 yeport drinking, theit, marital discord, de-
vinnt sexual belavior, gambling, and other signs
uf psychological steain and social disorgnization
to have been provoking concern as fur back as
1938, that is, before even the legalization of drink-
ing, e blames these belaviors on tension en-
pulling the BEskimo in their situation of extensive
vulture cluge,

Ovdinance hrought before the justice of Aby
peace by the R, C. M. Dolice, which totaled %6
i December, 1961, to August, 1962, droppel |

(}0 42 Yetween December, 1962 and August,
1903. (I‘.il:lc 1) Crmmnl offenses also fel,

) 8 o 1T the secom
period.  Police and others counnget these drops

to the decline in excessive drinking.  We rarely
suw dri —5o that (he Tew intoxicated.
men who came Jate to the Saturday night Jance
(after an evening at the tavern) proved note-

L___\&Orlhy. @
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Undoubtedly Eskimoe have ;
aleohol, partly as a result of_an gdministras
Feact and partly because they have decided
TTo make nmuch use of the waiting period og
-ur and spirits, The decline in airests, how-
ver, can’t be confidently linked to the influence
i lhnm rder. There are other
vartitbles to be considered, about which it is
lifiicult to sccure any, much less precise, infor-
mation. For example, did the police consciously
or unconsciously relax their vigilance after the
waiting period ensued for heer and the tavern
ceased  to make take-home sales? * Another
possibility, for which partial evidence will be
presented  later, is that FEskimo learned to
modify their use of aleohol, drinking more cau-
tously, Some even ceased to drink, voluntarily
zml involuntarily. They learned nol 1o make
yublic :\p'pearnuccs when they were intoxicated,
we town’s taxt system helping them get home
iro the tavern. The drinking pattern which
we vbserved during our six months in Fro-
iisher Bay differs considerably from the alirm-
iy pattern reported carlier.  LEven allowing
ior some degree of exagperation in the earlier
waterials, evidence indicates that a change has

weurred.  To _be safe, the dynamics of that
'.h-mgc may D¢ partly ascribed to more elicctive

IR
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Lxtending the waiting perind o beer -
questionably reduced Eskimo patronage of thc
fown's Territorial liguor store _ We have com- .
pavable data on the number of Fskimo permit ©
holders (all male) in the four months from
April (when new annual pt&'mils become man-
datory) to July 31, 1962—bhcfore the waiting
period had been extended—and from April to
July 25, 1963, after the waiting pericd. In the -
former four months, 78 Xiskimo received permits
from the liquor store; in tI*  ccond, enly 32,
Apparently most permits are applied for close
to the beginning of the permit year, that is, -
soon after April 1. We conclde this from the
fact that between Augunst 1, 1962, and March -
31, 1963, only nine new permit holders joined
the 78 who had received theirs between April
and July, 1962, Presumably an equally small
proportion of permit holders will be added 1o
the 32 who got theirs prior to July 25, 1963,
indicating a drop in store patronage by Eskimo.

Why have JEskimo failed to patronize the
Territorial Iiquor store o the same _extenl
alter the waitine periad bevan for beer as they

did before? A western Arctic Eskimo could
not explain why drinkers didn’t order beverages
three weeks in advince of delivery. He simply
treated the idea as preposterous when he said

external _regulations and adyice and partly to

people want to drink when they want to drink, .

personal fearning,

In other words, for many Ialumu drinking is
i, S

TMILI:‘. 2 VALUE OF PURCITASES 1Y ESKIMD AT TIHE TERRITORIAL LIQUOK STORE Ny MONTIH, FROM JUL\‘
1962 10 juLy, 1963

Muonth Remnrks Wine und Mteer | Total
_ Spirita
1942 "

IV as i R AN T 3 .00 3 052,25 3 n8.26
August. .., oivesiviess A r (.00 1 ,]Il?..JU 1,143, '}U
T o R e il Waitiug period extended, .00 G2 ! 152,25
2 ) Sl N PSS s S oM.05* 231,00 203.05
T R M NS SR Purchases for Christmas I

season? 160,35 321,96 491.10
DetomDOr. s vaicoiii e Sl Purchuses for Christmns i

season? 138.140 08,75 | 41715

1943 ¥

Jnnuary..ooiiininan TR 03.00 208.62 | 301.00
FOURUALY 55 % 5ks ¢ 7 4d a5 hinsibolas A murder oceurred, §1.20 203,26 ! 7.5
Marehi. oo viivina st S Effcet of murder? 33,70 15925 | 1020
Apel.. ... e e LA 71495 165,75 210,70
A S ke s 36,30 2100 | 270,30
Jundivoe.ons AR R fi8.60 270,50 478,10
duly..... LV P S RS Sumumner vaentions i

constul eampn, 19.35 178,75 105,10

TOTAL 382100 S1,680,00 $H,113.00

*Note how beer salea dropped alter the extenslon of the wniting periead while wine aai spirits salen eone,
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W o inate Iskimo life in Frobisher Bay.
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When it comes to aleo- >
everages—they do not anticipate wanting
to drink three weeks hence.  Unlike some
whites, they do not keep liguor on hand to

highly  spontaneons,

i

entertain guests. In tact they do Dittle cere-

y : S e T
monial_drinking.  Such behavior with respect
to alcobol cannot he aseribed to an inability to
plan or to a reluctinee to project wints into
‘the future, for Eskimo who leave town to spend

vacations on the land do shop-for the future, % Eskimo informants put the matter similarly.

Even in town, families huy cnough groceries
at a time to last for several days.

weeks hence and continue to do so; undoubtedly
more will learn to shop in this fashion, if they
wish to drink at home or give a private party.

Table 2 (to which we will refer again)
shows that extending the waiting _period to
heer sales broyeht a bie drop in the amount of
poney LEskimo spent at the liquor store, espe:
The sale of wine and spirits
rose somewhat after September, 1962 and for
the next cight months continued to remain up,
suggesting that the waiting period helped to
alter drinking Labits slightly. But we nced
more data to verify this hypothesis.

The Eskimo’s Mode of Drinking
JLurocanadian_power and rvesponsibility dom-
Therefore,
]urm:.'ln.itll.l:h ultimately control the flow of

] Also, some }\«hcm feel pood
Eskimo have bought aleohol for defivery three %cludc that IEskimo drink to rcalizc the effect oi !

Tleohol to Eskino townsmen,  Eurocanadians

sell beverages; o federal government achinin-
istrative officer acls as liquor inspector, and
pulice enforee a Furocanadian system of legul
nerms that specify where, how, and to whom
— 3
alcohol may or may not be sold or given, In
Tact, those lskimo who are concerned ahout
drinking hold the Burocanadian responsible for
what they deepy to be troubles promoted by
—
alcohal,
T - . ‘ s

Unlike Kwiakiutl Indians, Frobisher DBay
Iskimo do not drink to assert equality with
whites nor de they flaunt scofi-law drinking at
them. As a group these Eskimo do not have
n seriously antagonistic or competitive relation-
sTip with Furocasadians that would give such
ciinking point, nnLilL_hLy hostile toward the
olice, us natives and Métis in the Mackenzie

U llelen (ur!urc "lllc Amiable ")IIIL of I\w'\klull
Life: The I'nll.tlch and the Play Potlateh,” smer-

(eon chithropoloyist, 58 (1956), pp, 334-351; p. -t'J@ Centre, Publication NCRC-63-9 (1963), p. 54.
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* Valley,” though such attitudes nmy he formiy
in young men just quitting their teenage year:
Aleohol compares with other sources "
happiness that Jskime e tap1m Frohishe
Bay. Their attitude toward it partakes of ..

same appreciation for town life that the peopt:

reserve for warm houses, movies, bingo game.,

the security of the Rehabilitation Cenlre, an |

the white e man’s footl, especially candy and sodly, |

They say l!mtquplL drink hﬂc‘m:c it make.
I 1o _becor We con. !

alcohol, to promote an optimpl degree of in- |
toxication, which instigates good feeling, ye.
Jaxation, and a sense of gaity. Some drinkers,
though, are spoken of as “never happy wheg |
drunk” since they grow angry and violent.
Two views [requently reiterated in Frohishe: '
Bay by administrators ascribe Eskiigo drink-
ing to boredom (“the people have little -
occupy their frec time”) and lo pressurgs im- !
posed by town life and colture change, will
which people cammol cope adequaiely and from
which they seek eseape. AVe see the Eskim!
as far from bored in town and, as we have
already saidd, Iiskimo have successfully ad-
justed to their new life, welcoming rather thay
deploring many town conditions. Officials also
view Iiskimo drinking as “impulsive,” butl tha
word describes rather than ::ﬁﬁ?n_u‘ though it
well explains why :‘ore purchases of beer de-
clined following the three-week rule. |
While Jskimo «drink to realize happiness, '
ambivalently they also conecive of aleohol s |
bad and drunkenness as dangerous, I'hey share |
the North Anmerican’s trawmmatizeéd, puritanical
attitudes toward aleohol, attitudes that pietwre
:hmkmg as a special categzory of behavior
hecause 1t is 17, aught with menace or commtu
depravity,  Textrennsts, of course, hold that any
amomt of drinking is sinful—uml we met such
people in Frobisher Bay—Jurocanadians and |

T Ronald Cohen, An clnthropological Survey of
Cononunities in the Mackensie-Slose Lake Regio
af Cunada, Department of Northern Affairs and
National Resources, Northern Co-ardination and
Rescarch Centre, Publication NCRC-62-3 (1962),
p. 84; Domald ¥, J. Clairmont, Desiance Among
Indions and Eskimos in sAklovik, N, W. T., De
partment of Northern Affuirs and National Re
sources, Northern Co-ordination and  Research




TR JU A f s a1

FR s s
; ) Ve AR

"

'
L

- 0L OUINReIs
' approved it. A few persons have even asked
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t.imo.  More moderate people warn about
v.e danger of alcohol to children, to drivers,
a0 for addiction; they fear lest it unloose
heit sexual and aggressive impulses, In some
«eree, every Eskimo, moderate, social drinker
joohably carries these :‘lltilll{lt_tf. Presumably,
Ty enahle a_moderate drinker to regulate the

CURUICTETR o S I N

suount he takes at any one time. In the tavern
.ue night & man reported that a friend, a pro-
s=sinnal hunter, had warned him that after
ien years or so of heavy drinking his hands
would hecome too shaky to hold a gun steadily
evl so he would have to cease hunting, One
st in the tavern, an Eskimo relaxed by con-
wlerable beer described somebody else as “a
very good man,” one reason being that he never
'rank. A stereotype in Eskimo_ideology con-
wects drinking with violent aggression. People
“hme it for a muzder that took place in 1963,
\t a meeting of the Community Council in
bune, 1962, the Eskimo chairman described

bl N T, P,

the weliare olficer (o inform the tavern owner

not to serve them when they go there. One
Eskimo employee allows his white supervisor
to give him a nofe to the innkeeper on nighhs
when he need not go on duty. There are a few
Eskimo who voluntarily sppealed to the court
for interdiction.

Sources of Alcohol
Eskimo drinkers secure practically all their

alcoholic heverages from two local outlets, the
government-owned liquor stch—-ﬁ:QnL_n‘hiﬁh
‘no_beverage moves except to a permit holder-—
and the government-licensed tavern.
Dr:spitz_organizcd opposition by a pressure
group, in which a few Eskimo aligned them-
selves with a few Lurocanadians, the Terri-
torial liquor store began business in September,
1961, serving only permit holders®
Eskimo permit holders during the period under

Mest

survey have been mature men, (Table 3) Ma-

bquor and excessive liskimo drinking as the

-
ture men and heads of families are in the hest

anrst  problem confronting Trobisher Bay.

position_to_afford aleoholic beverages, for thay

vineidentally, the  Council chairman  drinks

hold _the steady jobs, Such data support the

aciitlly, At his 1962 Christmas party, to
m———t L . ' .
ahich he invited many kinsmen and of which
we saw movies, he served champagne.)
Uniavorable attitudes toward alcohol, rein-
mreed by fear of arrest and Dy the undisguisec

interpretation that alcoholic drinking in TFro-
bisher Bay is not primarily moGvarcd™—5y T fi-

cieney needs, like stress induced through drasiic

culture change.
Most permit holders aclively use them. Scv-

teproaches  with which some Eurocanadians

greet HEskimo who drink too much, help Eskimo

t regulate their own drinking, A frequent

Cidrinker, who is also an clected member of the

]

L'-umilunity Council, told us that he drinks only
until he is a little happy, but doesn’t go heyond
that. He added that dvinking beyond a safe
jint results in violence, A western Arctic
Fskimo said he directly encourages more men
 adopt such sell-regulation, People it Fro-
bisher Bay, he explained, have not had a chance
tu ohserve the style of drinking that goes on “at
the Lord Elgin” (a popular hotel in Ottawa)
It only the kind that construction workers do.

As part of LEskimo's more general readiness
) allocate responsibility to Eurocanadians,
most Eskimo quite willingly allow Eurocana-

dhans to regulate their drinking. Thicy accept

the waiter’s refusal to serve them with miore,

beer once they are already intavieated

Kskimo ap i avedl of

waiting _period for beer, and some drinkers
o

No

el

enty-two out of 87 used their 1962-1963 permils,
and all 32 who received 1963-1964 permits by
July 25, 1963, had used theirs by that date,
Mostly they use their permits to buy beeg, The
Strategic significance of extending the three-
week waiting peviod Lo beer may once more be

gavged from the fact that only 30, or 42 pereent,
of the 72 Liskimo who used their permits m

8 Volume of sales by the liquor slore favors non-
Iiskimo, Out of 2,218 dozen cans of beer sold
from Janvary to July, 1963, 1,760 dozen cans (or
79 percent of the total) went to non-Eskimo snd
A58 1o Eskimo, aithough non-Eskimo adol; den't
exeeed Exkimo adults in the town population by
any  such proportion,  Undoubtedly non-Iiskimo
hought far more wines and especinlly spirits than
Iskimo, who rarely buy such alcoholic heveragies,

% Totil beverage sales in Frobisher Bay amounted

to $180,735.85 in 1962-63, according to the Aunnal

Repart, Commissioner of the Northwest Terri—

Torics, 1962-63, p. 19, Detween July, 1962, and
July, 1963, 74 Fskimo permit holders spent a total
ol $5,413,90 at the liguor store, an average of $7.3.16
cach, Of course, many drinkers undoubtedly fre.
quented the tavern and spent additional money. of
which we have no record,

ey e
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SER L el N
Tamk 3 wiE wstmncron oF ESRIMO . WHO  TAme 4, AMOUNTS SPENT AT THE  TERI pu:
WIUEHT ALCOGIGLIC BEVEKAGES FROM GOVERNMENT  LipuUon STORE Y ESKIMO IUKCILASERS, FUOM ji-
i ’ Llauoe sore (A 1, 1962 1o juy, 1963) 1962 0 jury, 1963 ;
. 3, Ao Calewery - Number Number of Purclasers Tutal Amount.3;,.
¢ ke SRSt TN N P 11 : P T I e NS | 8275-820n i
e s 15 SR e T atve i veisay 260- 274 %
e S 17 | RN A WSO el S 225- 218
' S TR N MG S ? TR F e ey ceveeaend] 200~ 29
' o b P B i i e T T e S 175~ 11
) e SR AN T L 4 2 s e e e h e 150~ 174
LI AN AR OB ) 3 . PIY P VES ER v e A e 125~ 144
L et iy 1 Bociay S S R 100~ 124
IMOR N niaie i £ ek P cr soesa e ! Elrsa it b inis fEsisilig SRR ; 75~
——iei et L i v o s e s o v a0- 1
AT 0 ool R i G S ™ R e e e 1 26- 1
SRR AT A 0~ 2
*Tweuly-one is the minimum age for sccuring a permit, '7;
1962-63 bought any wine and spirits  (and —]
hence waited three weeks to pick up their paid- e ) 3, 38 i
# Table 4 shows considerable variation nring

for orders); 71 out of the 72 permit users
hought some beer, Up to July 25, 1963, ouly
13 of 32 Eskimo with permits (about the same
proportion) bought wine and spirits and 30
bought some heer., However, the volume of
wine and spirits sold is over what it was Dbe-
fore the waiting period began for beer, amount-
ing to 405, 460, 140, 425, 190, 425, and 80 high purchaser as someone who spent b
the average ($73.16), then we count 29 higt
purchasers. We can miateh these with 29 ind
viduals selected simply because they fall at (k
opposite end of he scale, having spent (I’

the Jiguor purchasers,  Some men spen g
little as $6.50 in the 13-month period ; one we
as high as $299.60 in his purchases, Over !
the purchasers spent less than $50.00, !

IT we eategrorize the Eskimo permit psers ;.
cither high or low purchasers, and defing ;!

ounces in the first seven months of 1963 re-
spectively,
' Table 2 indicates how Eskimo liquor buyingr
lm-o? ; | ymg

fluctuates from month to month and, apparently, :
Trom Reason to season. We are not sure why, smallest amounts at the liguor store. “The w

but one reason may be that Eskimo lack n  Cilegories diverge in certain social characteny
firm_pattern_of_social drinking, which wonld~ 1163 A5 Table 5 demonsirates, Jigh purchien

keep fairly steady the amonnt and type of alco- \\:hu may live in Apex ]-hll.l Ikhaluit, or al, thr_]'
htic heverages consumed  from month to  Mrhase, are most often steadily emploved, wage.

month. - We Jist other possible reasons under "“""””"——-.h,l'l"m]“ of .fa1]1:|—ic:: AL !hc.ir ,SOI‘G"’}"""‘I
the column headed “Remarks” but cannot at  jearly 405 ~The Yiskimo community’s Jeaden

this time test those hunches with conerete data, [re well represented amongy high purchasers
——

One hypothesis we did manage partly to test, [Generalizing, we can say that the lu[.rh pur.
We reasoned that November buying was a [chusers ave men who have closely assimilatel

Al consequence of the approaching Toliday season, towi) - Tutelage has made them  fumiliar |
/m‘f#'{(ﬁ’“ﬁﬁﬁ were frue, then heavy sales would [With the liquer store and cven with: deferrel 3
ny cluster_toward Uhe e ol 1Tt wonth, — Aval-~| buying of aleohol, for note’ that in {his cateyor; E

L

;;’7/‘)&' able data for wines and spirits hear this out, [ only eight permit holders failed {o rencw heir
.f;ﬂ'ﬁ Alinly, though, it turns out that a few sophisti- | Prmits in 1963, after the waiting period had
lite cated individuals (who undoubtedly Tad Cheist- | Pegun for beer, while Jow purchasers failed
mﬁj’@; much of the late November | Lo renew their permits. High purchasers show

wine and spirit buving. The Community Coun- | somewhat better ability to drink and yet slar

cil_chaivman, for_example, spent $20.00 an 4~ | out of trouble.  Between late 1961 and J96) ;

-
e

vV

hottles _of champagne and another $16.00_for | they appeaved in court less frequently than low i, 4

astorted wine, whiskey, rum, wuenr. We | purchasers, Although drinking undoubtedly
luek precise enough data to test the hypothesisd encourages offenses against the law (specifically

with heer buying, #/ SES = HI Mﬁ‘@ngaiusl the Liguor Ordinance), the 14 high
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St 5. COMPARISON BETWEEN 29 “1en™ axn
Jomow™ ESKIMO PURCHASERS AT THE TERRITOKIAL
iIQUOR STORE FROM JULY, 1962 10 juLy, 1963+

Hizh Low
Tur- Pur
chasers | clinsers
sailug
Heads of fnmilies (mnle).....,........| 27 10
Comarricd MED, o vveinnniinnnrnnens 1 8
WOmeN . s ssccrinnreas Lt vitine pon A — —
(111 17 AP R R e 1 2
MArerage age. ... RN R «.| 36 29
Ewployment
stendily employed. ..................] 20 8
Fairly stendily employed. . ......... el 7 2
Barely employed, ... vovvuen.. .. PR I 10
No employment record. ... . A | 3 5
tehabilitants. .. ......... 240 0 a b bl - 2
PURE. e vnpsnsnvamanmnns womnysond] = 2
Socinl aasistance
Reevived wellnre during 7 sumple
months in 1962-19¢3...............| 3 7
Purchnsed liquor during monthy they
received welfare pnyments., ... ..... 2]l 4B —_
Liquor permit holders
LR L e e 20 27
LT L RN 21 7
Luww nffendera (between Dee., 1961 and
August, 1063)
Under Liquor Ordinanee, , ...........| 12%% | 10+#+
Under Criminal Code. . .vvvuvrnrnn.. g*e | Qo
No Uffenses. ... .. R R e 14 ]
Neighborhood of residenc
AP Hill s iniciiviivisenis 12 13
Mrbase. .o iueiani, . Y 40 ] e e 4 —
Khaluit,. . .. =S MY 13 15
mher....,.. R R RER T 1 1

. *ligh purchasers nre men whe speal mere thas the average of $73.18
2 the B-month perind; they apent I'ru'n 575 1o 8300, Low purchascrs nro
Fritwhoapent the snallest amounts, from $9 (o $30,
i " I"ﬁ_ L:}ople were chatyed under both the Liyuor Ordinance and o
rimonal Code, %
*t*Five pecple wete charxad undee both the Liyeor Onlinanee and the
Criminal Cedde,

I purchasers who have no offenses recorded

Cudainst them demonstrate thet Eskimo can
drink, and even fairly regularly, without com-
mitting offenses that attract polic + attention,

I Low purchasers manifest gre: ier heleroge-
neity.  Again hieads of families predominate
hut the category includes more younger, un-

v married men.  Low purchasess have spottier

i emplovinens rrrhgnrs ¢ | enjoy stcady cmploy-

' Juent Tess (requently;: + a result they also earn

; less wapes, Low p;;rchusc.'_'i_inr.[m.l:_;m_m—

. hubilitants_and over twice as_many men who

i H i
Teeeive : e duting seven sample

R TN ST ET SR A

Qlﬂ." one low purcliser ranks as a leader, beingr
an elected member of the Community Couneil
from Ikhaluit.

Judging from these data (they refer onlv to
Jpurchases at the liquor store_and don't take
Aaccount of liquor consu cern),
aleohol consumption correlates directly with
economic and social status: it i mark of a
full-ficdged Eskimo townsman. The data offer
no basis for ascribing most drinking to defi-
ciency motives, We would expect that as

employment opportunitics _and standard ol
living increase, so will liquor consumption.'
After all, the same thing has happened in

Europe and among other Americans in Canada
and the United States, .

Many high purchasers at the liquor store
also frequent the Rustic Room tavern, with at
least one notable exception: the most sophisti-
cated men in the communily {for example,
those who bought Christmas liquor), who also
happen 1o be high store purchasers. don't roeu.
larly frequent the tavern, Also, whereas no

woman holds a permit to buy at the store, women

of all ages visit thc tavern, though always there
are many fewer women present than men, Wae
must also add that only one member of (he
Church Council, holds a liguor permit; he is on:
of the high purchasers, but drinks socially mnd
in moderation, The Church Council is an clite
group. ' We never saw a known Church Council
member in the Rustic Room,

We counted 16 Eskimo men and two womea
as people whom we identified ns steady tavern-.

goers.  All the men are family heads. The
—

women _in_question repularly accompany their

husbands.  Most of the men in this category
also hold or held Tigior PCTmits,_only two
failed To renew Tn 1963 after the waiting period
had begun for beer. Men who frequently avail
themselves of one liguor outlet also steadily
utilize the other, 12 of the 16 stewdy Lwerngoers
proving ta be high purchasers at the liquer

store.  As we would expect, since a secure
e —— _—

inconie alone can support steady patronage of
both Tiguor_outlets, steady. tavern drinkers wio
are men mostly hold steady jobs. One steady
maie taverngoer has no regular source of jn-
come and another lives in the Rehabilitation
Centre, where he earns anxiliary income througl

uonths _than_appear among high spenders.
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carving on his own sizecunt.” TUwo of the steudy
male tavern visitors and one woni are elected
members of the Conununity Couneil. Between

December, 1961 and August, 1963, out of 18

Tame 6. AGE DISTRIBUTION AND ARREST REUy,,

KEGULAK DRINKERSY

Steady taverngoers, ning have been charged
under_the Liguor Ordinance; four have been
charged under the Criminal Code; eight have
not been eharged with any offense.  All of-
fenders amd nonoffenders total over 18 Lecause

three persons |y ve.'hcen charged Dloth with
offenses under the Liquor Ordinance and under
the Criminal Code.

Among 28 men and women whom we have

seen drinking in the Rustic Room, but whom we
would call occasional rather tham steady tavern-
we note six rehabilitants  (including
three girls over 21) and a large proportion of
young men and women, About 15 women
occasionally visited the tavern,

We have already noted that some bul by no

Number of Requlr [+ _:

ers Arrested by, )

«Nuniher of Regular December, 158] |,

Ape Calepory Drinkers Augest 20, [y g
20-24 1 1

25-20 G 5, ']

30-34 8 i |

35-39 7 G |

4044 0 2 :

45-49 3 3

50-54 3 = '

Over 55 1 - I

TOTAL . 35 17 l

*Negular deinkersare defined as those \-hotprnt more than |hm—,
st Uie liguor store nud for visited the tavern [requently,

we take the regular drinkers of legal age, ¢t 1
do not mostly come from the younger ::
levels, as Clairmont also finds (Table G). Ui
fortunately we also cannot say much i |

means all heavy spenders at the liquor store

and steady taverngoers have committed offenses
for which thev were aporehended hy pelice,

illicit _drinkine by young people under :!
though undoubtedly it occurs and often esci-!

- - '
police attention, Our records show

. \We counted 29 heavy purchasers and an addi-

tional six steady taverngoers, nuking 35 so-

only v,
LEskimn of bath sexes ynder 20 to have !
arrested [ ein 21 months f

called reeular Iiskimo drinkers. Police arrested
17 of these at least gnee in the 21 mouths {rom
December, 1961, to August 24, 1963, The other
T8 show no arrest_vecord in that period.
Regular drinkers in fact furnish only a small

cember, 1961 to August’ 25, 1963, The ci;
account for about cight percent of all I pers:
arrested for any cause in that inferval. Sty
g_f__thu cight persons were arrested for i |
offenses, If we take arrests rather than perse:,

S

N

x i

nAT -
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K

part_of the trouble with which police cope,
.-l_’aicu apprehended a total of 97 persons in
“those 21 months, 17 of them heing persons
categorized by us in 1963 as regular drinkers,
By our criteria, 78 of the 97 persong arrested

involved persons under 20—that is, seven |
cent.  In Aklavile, 22 pereent of all wen !
rested for tiquor offenses only in the 11 mont:
from August, 1960 to June, 1961 were under 2.

are oceasionnl drinkers, Tt is interesting that
practically no non-drinkers got into trouble,
but since most arrests were for offenses coming
under the Liquor Ordinance (Table 1), this
discovery is not really very significant.

In  Aklavik, Clairmont?® sees  “excessive

While the figures ave not preeisely comparal’
it _appears more than likely that police i

arrested, then 14 out of a total of 204 m‘lt-‘.;'

Aklavik, for whatever reason, apprehend you!

ful “drinking offenders more often than ¢

police in I'vobisher Bay, One plausible infe |

ence 18 that younger people in the longer selil:

western Arctic town experience more difficult’

—————
drinking” to _be ltr;,vh a problem among the
younger settlement_patives.” i.e., those belween

16

sis that excessive drinkine in

category, in Clairmont's opinion, bein _cspe-
cinlly highly stressed. We cannnt readily use
his largely unspecified criterin and identify
"c'tcr:';'iiw" drinkers in Frobisher Bay, but if

10 Unnlhl Hi- ) (..I.urmunt, af. cil, p. 58,

(/9

Al B0 bt
I'his finding supports his hypothe-

: Aklavik forms
one_delinquent response to  strain, that age -

age mates in the newer town of Frobisher Ba
They may also do more drinking, perhaps a5

mont assumnes.

In Yrobisher Bay, as older people learned &
drink in ways that render them less likely to lt:
picked up by the police for liquor offenst
younger people hiave come Lo form a larger ol

L‘ portion of the people attracting police attentio: |

with respeet to illicit drinking than do the|

result of being more highly stressed, as Clair.

!
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.f" tiquor and other offenses. From constitut- drinking, we lave shown, exists in Lskima
e ~ix percent of wll offenders in the 13 months  themselves s constitutes one factor that help;
a December, 1961 to December, 1962, of- them to confrol their aleoholic intake, Fron
s lers under 20 have mounted to 12 percent  exuberant aind relatively unpatterned drinkings
- tite cight months from January to August 25, following the legalization of alcoholic sales ta
«J. However, in absolute numbers there has

Iskimo, the people have adopted a relatively
et 0 increase in the number of offenders in  rational use of alcohol, aided by administrative
¢ iy gE group. regulations.  PThe regular Eskimo drinkers are
: among the most stable and sophisticated clemert
¢ CONCLUSIONS

of the town's native population, being regulnr
\lthough our data fail to confirm allegations jobholders and in other respects full-iledged
i~ Frobisher Bay is a highly disorganized -townsmen, They have learned to drink and to
~mmunity, a number of administrators locally  stay out of trouble. We have indications that
vl in Ottawa, as well as other commentators the rising generation of adults experiences
cotel in the Canadian press, still view the somewhat greater trouble with resnect to drinl:-
. mmunity as manifesting seriou alcohol and ing. How the next generation of townsmen
ter  problems.  Appreliension will adjust to alcohol remains (o be seen.
L
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