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Juneau date : March 1 1 , 1977

FROM: A .J .  R e e d ^ ^  SUBJECT:
S t a t e  E l e c t r i c a l  I n s p e c t o r

A f t e r  r e v ie w in g  th e  ab ove  s u b j e c t ,  I w ou ld  s u g g e s t  th e  f o l l o w i n g  
c h a n g e s ,  i f  in  o r d e r :

S e c .  0 8 .1 8 .0 2 6  -  E l e c t r i c a l  C o n t r a c t o r s  s u b .  p a ra g ra p h  ( c ) :

" I f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  o n ly  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m in i s t r a t o r  
w it h  a r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  i s  t e r m in a t e d ,  th e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  vQ id  30 d ays  a f t e r  th e  n e x t  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u le d  
e x a m in a t io n  u n le s s  the  e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  has h i r e d  a 
l i c e n s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m in i s t r a t o r  in  th e  i n t e r i m . "

».

I  i n t e r p e r t  t h i s  t o  mean t h a t ,  h y p o t h e l i c a l l y , a f i r m  c o u l d  lose ■ <  
their a d m in i s t r a t o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the scheduled examination and v -  , . 
have until the next to procure another." If they wore toVIogo' him
in  May f o r  exam ple , they  would have th e  w hole  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s e a s o n  u n t i l  November t o  p r o c u r e  a n o th e r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  U n less  the 
b oa rd  i s  g o in g  to  meet more o f t e n  than t w ic e  a y e a r  t h i s  would 
d e f e a t  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  h a v in g  an a d m in i s t r a t o r .
I  th in k  t h i s  s h o u ld  be  t ig h t e n e d  up somewhat.

A ls o  t h e r e  i s  no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s t o p p in g  a f i r m  w ith  an a d m in i s t r a t o r  
from  p i c k i n g  up c o n t r a c t o r s  who do  n o t  have on e  (w hich  we f i n d  
from  t im e  t o  t im e) and p u t t i n g  them on t h e i r  p a y r o l l .  The o n ly  
way I can  make t h i s  c l e a r e r  i s  t o  c a l l  i t  p e d d l in g  t h e i r  l i c e n s e  
o f  w h ich  we have s e v e r a l  d o in g  in  the  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  t im e .

A l s o  I have some in p u t  a b o u t  t h e i r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h ere  a r e  some 
ite m s  t h a t  w i l l  p u t  an e x t r a  burden  on th e  e n fo r c e m e n t .

I am s e n d in g  t h i s  t o  y o u ,  R u ss , s o  t h a t ,  in  c a s e  som eth in g  g o t  
by y o u ,  you  c o u ld  make y o u r  ch an ges  and a l s o  p erh a p s  s lo w  down th e  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  u n t i l  we have t im e t o  add some in p u t .

The Departm ent o f  Commerce c la im s  we w ere  a sk ed  t o  b e  a t  th e  
h e a r in g s ,  b u t  th e  o n ly  t h in g  I knew a b o u t  t h e  m e e t in g s  was rumor 
u n t i l  I  r e c e i v e d  a copy  o f  th e  b i l l .

I f e e l  t h i s  i s  im p o r ta n t  and w ould  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o p i n i o n .



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Apr i l  11, 1977 
Edmund Orbeck, Commissioner /
Department of  Labor

H. P h i l l i p  H oc^d House B i l l  308
Commissioner

As I ment ioned to you, House B i l l  308, r e l a t i n g  to the l i c e n s i n g  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  
co n t ra c to rs ,  was in troduced by the Rules Committee by request o f  the State 
Board o f  E l e c t r i c a l  Examiners, an independent r egu la to ry  agency charged w i th  
deve lop ing standards f o r ,  and examining the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  s k i l l  and a b i l i t y  
of e l e c t r i c a l  con tractors i n  t h i s  S tate .  The board i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l l y  as­
signed to the Department o f  Commerce and Economic Development fo r  a l l  admin­
i s t r a t i v e  and i n v e s t i g a t i v e ' s e r v i c e s .  Enforcement o f  the requ irement fo r  
l i c e n s u r e  i s  assigned to both the Department o f  Labor and t h i s  department.
In no o ther manner i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  shared.

Four members o f  your s t a f f ,  three i d e n t i f i e d  as Russe l l  Mo l t ,  Tony Reed and 
E. Lee Lei and, a l l  o f  Wage and Hour, and one u n i d e n t i f i e d  woman were present 
fo r  the House Commerce Committee hear ing he ld  Ap r i l  7, 1977 a t  11 a.m. Only 
one, Tony Reed, t e s t i f i e d  tha t  day. His test imony was b a s i c a l l y  nega t ive  and 
i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  damaged the b i l l ' s  chances o f  passage.

In  a d d i t i o n  to nega t ive  comments concern ing the b i l l ,  Mr. Reed t e s t i f i e d  tha t  
he had never been g iven an oppor tun i ty  to rev iew or d iscuss i t s  p ro v is io n s  and 
had rece ived  no n o t i c e  o f  any hear ings ,  a lthough he had heard the board he ld  
some. A po in t  o f  f a c t ,  s t a f f  members o f  the D i v i s i o n  o f  Wage and Hour had been 
pe rsona l l y  contacted by members o f  the D i v i s i o n  o f  Occupat iona l L ic ens ing 's  
s t a f f  and adv ised of  the date ,  t ime and p lace  o f  a hear ing i n  Juneau.

That hear ing was attended by represen ta t i v es  from the Nat iona l E l e c t r i c a l  
Contractors' Asso c ia t io n ,  the I n t e rn a t i o n a l  Brotherhood o f  E l e c t r i c a l  Workers, 
l o c a l  con trac tors  and t h i s  department's s t a f f .  Representat ives from your s t a f f  
were consp icuous ly  absent a f t e r  Sharon Andrew had adv ised Messrs. Molt and 
Fenrow o f  the hear ing .  The p rov is ions  o f  the b i l l ,  as w e l l  as accompanying 
r e g u la t i o n s ,  were thorough ly  discussed and compromises reached i n  a l l  areas o f  
d isagreement .

A subs ta n t ia l  amount o f  t ime and work was devoted to f i n d i n g  reasonab le s o l u ­
t io n s  to some of  the e x i s t i n g  problems i n  r e g u la t i n g  t h i s  i n dus t ry  and I am 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned tha t a member o f  your s t a f f  should appear and t e s t i f y  
before a major l e g i s l a t i v e  committee w i thou t  f i r s t  a d v i s i n g  the sponsoring 
agency o f  the substance of  h i s  test imony . Fu rthe r ,  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  out ­
s id e  the j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the Department o f  Labor.



Edmund Orbeck -2 - April 11, 1977

E d ,  l e t ' s  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  s u c h  d o e s  n o t  r e c u r .  A l s o ,  
i f  y o u r  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  
h a v i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r s o n  c o n t a c t  S h a r o n  A n d r e w .

R e g a r d s .

c c :  H o n o r a b l e  J o s e p h  M c K i n n o n
C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
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