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HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

A l v i n  O s t e r b a c k ,  C h a i r m a n P o u c h  V,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 1 5
15 A p r i l  19 7 7

B o b  L e R e s c h e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
P o u c h  M
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

A T T E N T I O N : P a t  C o n h e a d y

*
D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,

T h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  r e v i e w i n g  C S S B  58 am  
o n  W e d n e s d a y  A p r i l  20, 1 9 7 7  a t  1 : 1 5  p.m. i n  r o o m  118 of the 
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  
w a s  s u b m i t t e d  to  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  If y o u  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  to t h i s  b i l l  t h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  r e c e i v i n g  that, too. If y o u  k n o w  
o f  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  g r o u p s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  them.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A1 O s t e r b a c k ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

A O : t s

-j i". ■jeiomt i< ■ wh v.. .ajy/.-Vjs?
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.Fi s c a l  n o t e

I. R E Q U E S T  r y  S ' '

T i t l e  Ln _-Ac t  R e l n H n g  f n  H y d r n l  o g  i c .p. 1 D a t a
Reque s t e d  b y _ _________n n w t m r ' s __O f f i r - n _________________________________ Da te  1/ 14/77

I I .  F I S C A L  D E T A I L
Agency  A f f e c t e d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ____________________________________________
Program Category A f f e c t ed___________NRMEC________________________________________________
Budge t  Reques t  Uni t(s)  Af fe c ted G e o l o g i c a l  & G e o p h y s i c a l  P r o g r a m s

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands  o f  Dol lars)

F Y  77 F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82
J00 P E R S O N A L  SE RV ICES . B2.0 84.0
200 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L
400 C O M M O D IT I E S
500 E Q U IPM EN T .5
600 LA N D  & STRUCTURES
700 G R A N T S .  CLA IM S .  ETC.

40.2  82.0  84.0

F U N D IN G  (Thousands  o f  Dol lars)

G E N E R A L . F U N D 40.2 82.0

crrcc

F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O T H E R  (Speci f y) '

POS IT IONS

F U L L  T IM E 2 4 4

P A R T  T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

I I I .  A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal  Note  Preparat i on In s t r uc t i ons ,  Sect ion I I I )

The main f i s c a l  impacts o f  th e  proposed  l e g i s l a t i o n  stem from p e r s o n n e l  
c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  d e v e l o p i n g  the program, c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a  from w e l l  
d r i l l e r s  and p r e p a r in g  da ta  f o r  s t o r a g e  in  a co m p u te r iz e d  system . 
U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  d a ta  s t o r a g e  sy stems w i l l  minimize  c o s t s  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  the S t a t e  d e v e l o p i n g  i t s  own s t o r a g e  sy s te m .  New 
p e r s o n n e l  (one g e o l o g i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  and one g e o l o g i s t  I)  w i l l  c o l l e c t  
d a t a ,  p r e p a r e  i t  f o r  s t o r a g e  and i n t e r p r e t  th e  d a t a  f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  in  
th e  development o f  an o v e r a l l  w a t e r  p la n n in g  program. Those p o s i t i o n s  
p l u s  c u r r e n t  pe rso n n e l  w i l l  a l l o w  the Department o f  N a t u r a l  R e so u rc e s  
t o  p r o c e s s  d a t a  from an e s t i m a t e d  6 ,0 0 0  w e l l s  p e r  y e a r .

IV.  D A T E  1/ 14/77   P R E P A R E D  B Y _______R o s s  f t .  S r h n f f
AG I NC Y JLLv_~—n£_GeaJjogLcoJ— t—Caophy-ft-Lca-l— Sutveye- 

Originul: Legislative Finance PHONE--------- 279-14 3 3--------------- —
cc: Budget and Management

Pr ime Sponsor (Fi rs t  Legi s lator Named)  
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J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1977

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  L. P.ader 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 0 1 1

D e a r  :lr. P r e s i d e n t :  - •

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 13 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2*1.30.060 (b) 
a n d  t h e  U n i f o r m  P u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e r 
I ant t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  u n e n d i n g  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  
o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  Gc ^ p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  
o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  IJatural R e s o u r c e s  b y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  
w i t h  o n l y  a m i n o r  c h a n g e  c o m e  o v e r l a p p i n g  a n d  l o n g  
dorr.art p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

P r e s e n t l y  AS 4 1 . 0 3  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s t a t e  g e o l o g i s t  to 
c o n d u c t  g e o l o g i c a l  a n d  g e o p h y s i c a l  s u r v e y s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  l o c a t i o n s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  o f  g r o u n d  w a t e r s  a n d  to 
p r i n t  a n d  p u b l i s h  s p e c i a l  a n d  t o p i c a l  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  
a u t h o r i z e s  h i m  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  
p e r f o r m  s u r v e y s ,  s t u d i e s ,  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  O n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  A S  4 1 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  - 4 1 . 0 5 . 0 3 0  d e c l a r e s  h y d r o­
l o g i c  d a t a  t o  b e  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a n d  g r a n t s  t o  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  
d u t i e s  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  r e c o r d i n g ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  d i s t r i­
b u t i o n ,  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  d a t a  o n  w a t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
a n d  a u t h o r i s e s  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  a c h i e v e  
t h o s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h e  d i s a 3 c o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  
a f f e c t e d  a n d  o f  s u r f a c e  a n d  g r o u n d  w a t e r  s t u d i o s ,  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  d a t a ,  a n d  s u r v e y s  is n e i t h e r  l o g i c a l  
n o r  d e s i r a b l e .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  G e o­
p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  Is the m o o t  l o g i c a l  a g e m e y  to a c c o m­
p l i s h  the o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  to r e n d e r  t h e s e  b e n e f i c i a l  
o o r v i c o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  m o s t  c a p a b l e  m a n n e r .



T h e  o n l y  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  m a d e  i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  p o w e r s  
i s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r  t o  r e q u i r e  a l l  w a t e r  w e l l  
d r i l l e r s  t o  f i l e  b a s i c  w a t e r  a n d  a q u i f e r  d a t a  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  p o w e r  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  w a t e r  s u r v e y  
r e s u l t s .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  c h a n g e  i s  t h a t  m u c h  w a t e r  
w e l l  d r i l l i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  w h i c h  is  n o t  p a r t  o f  w a t e r  
s u r v e y s  a n d  i n  a r e a s  w h i c h  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  w a t e r  s u r v e y s .  B a s i c  d a t a  f r o m  s u c h  d r i l l i n g  is 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  t r u e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .

T h e  t r a n s f e r  a n d  m i n o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e s e  p o w e r s  a n d  
d u t i e s  is  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  b y  r e p e a l i n g  
A S  4 1 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  - 4 1 . 0 5 . 0 3 0  a n d  a m e n d i n g  A S  41 . 0 8 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

v a y  S. Haramond 
C o v e r n o r
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1 Jay S. Hammond, Governor 

State of Alaska

RP 77-156

date i September 17, 1976

Ronald B. Lind, Director 
f r o m .- pjvision of Budget and Management 

Of--.ce of th*e Governor

Department of Environmental Conservation 
subJEcr, ĵ e quest: t0 Receive and Expend $52,000

Additional Federal Funds

The Department of Environmental Conservation requests authority :o 

receive $52,000 additional federal funds from the Environmental Pro­

tection Agency.

The Federal Safe Drinking Water Act establishes a major new program to 

assure that public water suppliers provide safe water to their customers, 

In Alaska a number of water supplies have been found to be either bio­

logically or cheaiically unsafe. The recent discovery of arsenic in the 

water supplies of the Fairbanks and Kenai area together with the finding 

of biologically impure water in Cordova's emergency water supply and in 

those of various trailer parks, subdivisions etc. around the state 

attest to the need to inventory and monitor public water supplies.

These funds will be utilized to establish the necessary field, labora­

tory and central office staff to implement this program. These funds 

are in addition to $290,400 already received from the EPA for this 

program, which is included in the FY 77 budget.

Your approval is recommended in accordance with the provisions of SLA 1976, 

Chapter 279, Section 12.

V - d^vy, Im -*
1 /I Tl T n H ■{ r n o  t o r  VI

Approved this L L  day ofa

Ronald B. Lind, Director 

Division of Budget & Management 

^ " " O f f d c e  of the Governr

1 9 7 5 ^ 4

Legislative Budget 4  Audit Committee 

Date: <7/33/PC, ___
 7-

1 '11-77
Cc) 5  ‘ °

C r V ^ x



TO: l~Jay S.  Hammond, Governor RP 77-156  (G)
S t a t e  o f  A la s k a

Ronald B. Lind, Director 

FROM: Division of Budget and Management 

Office of the Governor

d. te October  5 ,  1976

Department o f  Environmental  C o n s e rv a t io n ,  
suBJECT:ReqUest  t o  E s t a b l i s h  Three Permanent 

F u l l  Time P o s i t i o n s  and One Permanent 
P a r t  Time P o s i t i o n

The Department o f  Environmental  C o n s e rv a t io n  r e q u e s t  a u t h o r i t y  to  
e s t a b l i s h  the f o l l o w i n g  permanent f u l l  time p o s i t i o n s :  Environmental
Researc h A n a l y s t  I I ,  Environmental Researc h Engineer I I I ,  C l e r k  T y p i s t  
I I I ,  and P u b l i c  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t  (Permanent P a r t  Time).

The fund ing  so u r c e  f o r  th e s e  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  th e  S a f e  D r in k in g  Water 
Supply Grant (RP 7 7 - 1 5 6 ) ,  The p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  be d e l e t e d  September 30,
1977 u n l e s s  a d d i t i o n a l  funding i s  r e c e i v e d .

The Environmental  Research A n a ly s t  I I  (RP 77-154  and 77 - 15 6 )  w i l l  manage 
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from s a n i t a r y  su rv ey  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  wa te r  system 
i n v e n t o r i e s ,  and v i l l a g e  s a n i t a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  i n v e n t o r i e s .  A l s o ,  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  w i l l  a c t  as the i n t e r f a c e  between w a te r  sup ply  managers and 
v i l l a g e  s a f e  wa te r  managers,  and computer d a ta  h a n d l i n g  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .

The Environmental  Engineer I I I  w i l l  c o o r d i n a t e  implementation o f  HB 407, 
t h e  Water and Wastewater Operator C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and T r a i n i n g  Program.

The C l e r k  T y p i s t  I I I  v ; i l l  in s u r e  w a te r  q u a l i t y  management p la n n in g  and 
implementation conducted by l o c a l  u n i t s  o f  government e r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  
and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n .

The P u b l i c  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t  (Permanent P a r t  Time) w i l l  conduct 
p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  programs.  Curre nt S t a t e  p o l i c y  and f e d e r a l  govern­
ment r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  emphasis on i n c r e a s i n g  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  
program management.

Your a p p r o v a l  i s  recommended in  accordaiv w i t h  E x e c u t i v e  Order 20 and 
AS 4 4 .17 .0 4 0 .

Approved t h i s

Ronald B. Lind, Director 
Division of JJ^idget & Management 

"'Jlce of the Governp,

1 9 7 6 ^ / -

,L.(y h,. VUammond , Governor 

Itaxe of Alaska



W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s  D i v i s i o n  
2 18 E S t r e e t  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

F e b r u a r y  4, 1 9 7 7

G u y  M a r t i n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
P o u c h  M
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  M a r t i n :

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a c o p y  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  58, w h i c h  g i v e s  
t h e  s t a t e •g e o l o g i s t  n e w  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  b i l l  
a d d s  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  
G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  b y  m a k i n g  it t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

a g e n c y  in the s t a t e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  
d a t a .

C e n t r a l i z i n g  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  f.in i n g  o f  w a t e r  d a t a  
in a s i n g l e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  t h a t  is d e d i c a t e d  t o  b a s i c ,  
u n b i a s e d  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  o f  g r e a t  
b e n e f i t  to the s t a t e .  T h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B i l l  w h i c h  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  b a s i c  w a t e r  a n d  a q u i f e r  d a t a  
is c*n i m p o r t a n t  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x i s t i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .

A s  y o u  a r e  a w a r e ,  t h e  U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  c o l l e c t s  
a n d  a n a l y z e s  h y d r o l o g i c  d a t a  in t h e  s t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  u n d e r  b o t h  a f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  a s t a t e  
c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m  o n  a c o s t  s h a r i n g  b a s i s  We  
h a v e ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r a m  
w i t h  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  O u r  f e d e r a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  .include n o t  o n l y  the c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  
a n a l y s i s  o f  h y d r o l o g i c  d a t a  b u t  a l s o  the c o o r d i n a t i o n  
o f  h y d r o l o g i c  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a m o n g  all 
f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .

. .  ^ ‘- v u r t m e m  Q) 

•'•‘C'.'.l.ciI Resource-



P a g e  2

T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  B i l l  58 w o u l d  b e  of 
b e n e f i t  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  a l s o  to  t h e  
U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  in its d u a l  r o l e  as a 
c o o p e r a t o r  w i t h  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  as a f e d e r a l  
a g e n c y  h a v i n g  f e d e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  the 
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  w a t e r  d ata. T h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  
o f  a s i n g l e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w a t e r  
a g e n c y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  b e  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  b o t h  f r o m  
t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  as a s i n g l e  
p o i n t  s o u r c e  f o r  f i l i n g  a n d  r e t r i e v i n g  w a t e r  r e l a t e d  

d a t a .

W e  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  h a d  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  W a t e r  
R e s o u r c e s  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  W o r k  G r o u p  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  a n d  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  w a t e r  
p l a n n i n g  g r o u p  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  P l a n n i n g  in the 
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  T h r o u g h  t h e s e  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w e  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  to the s t a t e  the 
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w e  c u r r e n t l y  
a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  a n d  t h e  i n a d e q u a c i e s  o f  p a r t s  c f  t h e  p r o­
gr a m .  W e  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e m p h a s i z e d  the i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  a l o n g - t e r m  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  b a s e  as a p a r t  o f  the 
s t a t e ' s  t o t a l  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  p r o g r a m .  W e  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  b e  in d i r e c t  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  a n d  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in 
s i g n i f i c a n t  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s  to the st a t e .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

c c : R o s s  S c h a f f
D a v e  llanson 
S u b d i s t r i c t s



5 41.05.010 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  

A rticle 1. Hydrological D ata.

§ 41.05.040

Section
10. Hydrological da ta  declared to  be of 

public in terest 
20. Collection, recording, d istribution  and 

use of hydrological d a ta

Section
30. Regulations by D epartm ent of Health 

and Social Services

Sec. 41.05.010. Hydrological data declared to be of public in­
terest. Systematic collection, recording, evaluation, and distribution of 
data on the quantity, location and quality of waters of the state in the 
ground on the surface of the ground, or along the coasts, are in the 
public nterest and necessary to the orderly domestic and industrial 
development of the state. (§ 1 ch 155 SLA 1957)

Sec. 41.05.020. Collection, recording, distribution and use of 
hydrological data. The Department of Health and Social Services has 
the following powers and duties:

(1) collect, record, evaluate, and distribute data on the quantity, 
quality and location of underground, surface and coastal waters of the 
state;

(2) publish or have published data on the waters of the state;
(3) require the filing with it of the results and findings of surveys of 

water quality, quantity and location, including water well drilling logs, 
pumping tests, flow measurements, type of aquifer, tidal currents and 
physical characteristics, and vol ime determinations;

(4) .accept and expend funds for the purposes of §§ 1^—; '  this
chapter and enter into agreements with individuals, pul . ate 
agencies, communities, private industry, state agencies and agencies of 
the federal government. (§ 2ch 155 SLA 1957; am § G ch 104 SLA 1971)

Effect o f am endm ent. — T he 1971 rnent o f Health and W elfare" near the 
am endm ent substitu ted  “D epartm ent o f beginning of this section.
H ealth  and Social Services” for “D epart-

Sec. 41.05.030. Regulations by Department of  Health and Social 
Services. The Department of Health and Social Services may adopt 
regulations relating to and providing for the systematic collection, 
recording and distribution of data on the waters of  the state. (§ 3 ch 155 
SLA 1957; am § Gch 104 SLA 1971)

Effect o f (intendm ent. — The 1971 H ealth and Social Services" for “D epart- 
am endrnrnt substitu ted  "D epartm ent of m en to f Health and Welfare."

Article 2. Mineral Resources.
Section 

<10. Revolving fund 
50. Mineral Resource Fund Hoard 
CO. Operation of th e  board 
70. Purchase and sa leo f m inerals

Section
30. Stockpiling of m inerals 
90, Purpose 

100. Definitions

Sec. 41.05.040. Revolving fund. T h e  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e  r e v o lv in g  fu n d  

is  c r e a t e d .  The a s s e t s  o f  t h e  f u n d  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  to  purchase m i n e r a l s .  (§  

2 ch 116 SLA 1962)
2
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R

G E O L O G I C A L  S U R V E Y  

W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s  D i v i s i o n
21 8  E  S t r e e t  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

F e b r u a r y  4, 1 9 7 7

G u y  M a r t i n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
P o u c h  M
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  M a r t i n :

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a c o p y  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  58. w h i c h  g i v e s  
t h e  s t a t e  g e o l o g i s t  n e w  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  b i l l  
a d d s  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  
G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  b y  m a k i n g  it t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

a g e n c y  in t h e  s t a t e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  
d a t a .

C e n t r a l i z i n g  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  f i l i n g  o f  w a t e r  d a t a  
in a s i n g l e  s t a t e  tigency t h a t  is d e d i c a t e d  t o  b a s i c ,  
u n b i a s e d  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  o f  g r e a t  
b e n e f i t  to t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B i l l  w h i c h  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  b a s i c  w a t e r  a n d  a q u i f e r  d a t a  
is a n  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x i s t i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .

A s  y o u  a r e  a w a r e , t h e  U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  c o l l e c t s  
a n d  a n a l y z e s  h y d r o l o g i c  d a t a  in t h e  s t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  u n d e r  b o t h  a f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  a s t a t e  
c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m  o n  a c o s t  s h a r i n g  b a s i s .  W e  

h a v e ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r a m  
w i t h  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  O u r  f e d e r a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  
a n a l y s i s  o f  h y d r o l o g i c  d a t a  b u t  a l s o  the c o o r d i n a t i o n  
o f  h y d r o l o g i c  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a m o n g  all 
f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .



P a g e  2

T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  B i l l  58 w o u l d  b e  of  
b e n e f i t  n o t  o n l y  t o  the s t a t e  b u t  a l s o  to t h e  
U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  in i t s  d u a l  r o l e  as a 
c o o p e r a t o r  w i t h  s t a t e  a rencies a n d  as a f e d e r a l  
a g e n c y  h a v i n g  f e d e r a l  rc s p a n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  w a t e r  d a ta. T h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  
of a s i n g l e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w a t e r  
a g e n c y  in  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  b e  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  b o t h  f r o m  
t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  as a s i n g l e  
p o i n t  s o u r c e  f o r  f i l i n g  a n d  r e t r i e v i n g  w a t e r  r e l a t e d  

d a t a .

W e  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  h a d  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  the W a t e r  
R e s o u r c e s  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  W o r k  G r o u p  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  a n d  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  the w a t e r  
p l a n n i n g  g r o u p  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  P l a n n i n g  in the 
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  T h r o u g h  t h e s e  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w e  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  t o  the s t a t e  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w e  c u r r e n t l y  
a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  a n d  t h e  i n a d e q u a c i e s  o f  p a r t s  of t h e  p r o­
gr a m .  W e  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  a l o n g - t e r m  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  b a s e  as a p a r t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  t o t a l  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  p r o g r a m .  W e  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  be  in d i r e c t  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  a n d  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in 
s i g n i f i c a n t  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s  to the st a t e .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

cc: R o s s  S c h a f f
D a v e  H a n s o n  
S u b d i s t r i c t s



§ 41.05.010 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  

A rticle 1. Hydrological D ata .

§ 4i.05.040

Section
10. Hydrological da ta  declared to be of 

public in terest 
20. Collection, recording, d istribution  and 

use o f hydrological da ta

Section
30. Regulations by D epartm ent of Health 

and Social Services

Sec. 41.05.010. Hydrological data declared to be of public in­
terest. Systematic collection, recording, ''valuation, and distribution of 
data on the quantity, location and quality of waters of the state in the 
ground, on the surface of the ground, or along the coasts, are in the 
public interest and necessary to the oulerly domestic and industrial 
development of the state. (§ 1 ch 155 SLA 1957)

Sec. 41.05.020. Collection, recording, distribut’on and use of 
hydrological data. The Department of Health and Soral Services has 
the following powers and duties:

(1) collect, record, evaluate, and distribute data on the quantity, 
quality and location of underground, surface and coastal waters of the 
state;

(2) publish or have published data on the waters of the state;
(3) require the filing with it of the results and findings of surveys of 

water quality, quantity and location, including water well drilling logs, 
pumping tests, flow measurements, type of aquifer, tidal currents and 
physical characteristics, and volume determinations;

(4) accept and expend funds for the purposes of §§ i0—30 of this 
chapter and enter into agreements with individuals, public or private 
agencies, communities, private industry', state agencies and agencies of 
the federal government. (§ 2 ch 155 SLA 1957; am § 6 ch 104 SLA 1971)

E ffect o f  am en d m en t — The 1971 m ent of H ealth and W elfare" near the 
am endm ent substitu ted  “D epartm ent of beginning of th is section.
H ealth  and Social Services” fo r “D epart-

Sec. 41.05.030. Regulations by Department of Health and Social 
Services. The Department of Health and Social Services may adopt 
regulations relating to and providing for the systematic collection, 
recording and distribution of data on the waters of the state. (§ 3 ch 155 
SLA 1957; am § 6 ch 114 SLA 1971)

E ffect o f am en d m en t — The 1971 H ealth  and Social Services" for "D epart- 
am endm ent substitu ted  “D epartm ent of m ent of H ealth and W elfare."

Article 2. Mineral Resources.
Section 

40. Revolving fund 
50. Mineral Resource Fund Board 
CO. Operation of the board 
70. Purchase and sale of m inerals

Section 
80. Stockpiling of minerals 
90. Purpose 

100. Definitions

Sec. 41.05.040. Revolving fund. T h e  mineral resource revolving fund 
is created. The assets of the fund shall be used to purchase minerals. (§ 
2 ch 116 SLA 1962)
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