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U.S. D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
P. 0. BOX 1668 -  JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 '

ii

February 7, 1978

Honorable Kay Poland 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Senator Poland:

In response to the request by the Senate Resources Committee in the ir  
f ina l  day of hearings on Senate B i l l s  439 and 440, and Senate Joint  
Resolution 37, the following information is  submitted:

The average yea r ly  take of bowhead whales by a l l  Alaskan Eskimo v i l lages  
fo r  the past ten years is  24.4 whales. The take in 1976 was 48 whales.

The average year ly  take of bowhead whales in Barrow for the past ten
years is 13 whales. The take in 1976 was 23 whales.

The average year ly  take o f  bowhead whales by Soviet  natives for the past
f i v e  years is 2 whales. They took no bowhead whales in 1976.

A ca l l  th is  morning to Dr. George Harry, Director o f  the Marine Mammal 
Div is ion of National Marine Fisheries Service in Sea t t le ,  confirms that 
there has been no take of bowhead whales by Canadian Eskimos in recent 
years.

Bowhead whale catch s t a t i s t i c  tables have been attached for your information. 
Please do not hesi tate to ca l l  on us i f  we can be o f  any further assistance.

S incere ly ,

Harry L. Rietze 
Director,  Alaska Region



T a b l e  13.— Bov/head w h a l e s  t a k e n  b y  U S S R  natives in r e c e n t  years

Y e a r  C h u k c h i  S e a  B e r i n g  S e a  T o t a l

197. 0 1 1

1 9 7 3 0 2 2

1 9 7 4 1 2 3

1 9 7 5 2 2 4

1 9 7 6 0 0 0

S o u r c e : P e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m  Dr. V.N. M i n e e v .

THfete.* + a k e *  - f r o ^ T h e  K W  CfcHK B o u h e a A  Ut o . e *  (Salajra m y i c c f ^

b f t i a s k a ^  E s k im o s ,  wl+K a  T\ev«.u» o f-+Ke T-rcKer i j ,  1*03-^10, 
'B io'o^icM SOfArro r^  of  4Ke ■Species." b^U) i l l r * a r\  rV\a^u«He ;

Q.^.'Dep^* c* Cor^rrvercc, f W H



35

-----
/' l/ • / * • I •/ . /»• m v /i* *. 1.1 i /». I I »• • I .!/••• M  I • v /\ I i J.. 111 I .Ml*. I lilt •:« • II 1*1 M m  | *. i ..*. | * • t • i I I » •«»»• I n  t I • • • u t  • • « •*••#• i\ »•• » \ ♦ • *. m *iii .

Table !4. 'Eou)he»<\ Whales taken b<$ Alaskan eski‘rt\os and. Shore-based stations ir\4he western Arctic Ocean.
Year Ba r row  P t . Hope W a inw r i g h t  N u i g s u t I c y  Cape K a k t o v i k  G am be l l  Savoor .ga K i v a l i n a  M i s c . T o t a l

1852 17 17
1853 7 7
1854-79 •t ”
1880 • 5
1831 18 18
1382 1 1
1833 2 2
18S4 10 10
1385 28 12 40
1806 “
1907 6 6
1000 2 2
1009 i; 4
J 090 1 I 2
1 M',11 i l l 10
IM'l? 0 0 0
.1 093 -

1394 10 10
1095 4 4
189G 6 33 39
1397 5 5
1098 4 2 A/ 1 43
1099 -

1900 19 19
1901 1 1
1902 2 2
1903 4 0 4
1904 2 0 2
1905 5 5
1906 1 1
1907 9 0 9
1900 23 13 10-12 46-40
1909 11 13 1 25
1910 2 + 2

1 3 4

C O
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Table 14 . (continued)

Year  3arrow P t .  Hope W a i n w r i g h t  N u i g s u t  I c y  Cape K a k t o v i k  G a i r b e l l  Savoonga K i v a l i n a  M i s c .  T o t a l

1912 2 1
1913 4 1
1914 1 2
1915 3
1916 5 7
1917 3
1918 1 7
1919 1 2
1920 3
1921 2
1922 1 13
1923
1924 16
1925 19 10
1926 4 13
1927 2 3
1928 11
1929 15
1930 7
1931 11 1
1932 7
1933 5
1934 4
1935 6
1936 4 4
19 37 9
1938 4
1939 6
1940 0 5
1941 2 8
1942 10
1943 6

*1944 0
S»C'5 3 3
S j k . 9 2

1
1

2

9

3
5
4
3

14 
It 
(I

n
f )4-

17
2

25
31
17

5 
11
15 

7
12

7
5
4
6
8 
9
4
5 
5

11
11
5 
2
6 
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T ab le  14-. (con+irnjetO

Yea r Bar row P t . Hope W a in w r i g h t N u i g s u t I c y  Cape K a k t o v i k G am be l l Savoonga K i v a l i n a M i s c .  T o t a l

1947 4 6 10
194S 5 0 5
1249 0 4 1 •#* • 5
1950 4 2 2 1 (Cape 9
1951 9 4 L is bu rn e )13
1952 0 2+ 2
1953 17 4 2 23
1954 1 3 4
1955 19 1 1 2 23
1956 2 2 1 5
1957 0 3 0 3
1958 0 2 0 2
1959 0 1 1
I960 15 4 0 19
1901 6 2 ]. 1 10
1902 5 0 1 12
.1903 5 3 2 10
n o n r . .1. 1 2 1 16
1905 4 '> 0 6
1906 7 5 1 13
1967 3 1 0 4
1968 10 3 2 1 16
19G9 11 3 3 1 .Wales) ig

1970 15 8 0 1 24
1971 13 6 2 1 1 1 ( t f a l c s )  24
1972 19 14 2 2 1 30
1973 17 7 3 1 3 2 4 b 1
1974 9 0 1 2 2 0 2(
1975 10 4 0 1 0 15
1976 23 12 3 2 1 7 0 0 (Wales)  48

1/. Comb in ed  c a t c h  o f  E s k im o s  a n d  tv/o v e s s e l s .
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