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K e i t h  S p e c k i n g

V i r g i n i a  d a l  Piaz,
Ak. C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y
M a r y  P u t m a n ,  A n c h o r a g e  P a r k s  & R e f  
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e _________

Rep. B u c h h o l d t

D ept, of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

A l a s k a  C e n t e r  for t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t



7 7 0 3  A r l e n e  St.

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2  • |

A p r i l  16, 1 9 7 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A l v i n  O s t e r b a c k  

C h a i r m a n

H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

P o u c h  V  I

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

Re: H o u s e  B i l l  824, "An A c t  C r e a t i n g  !

t he A n c h o r a g e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a "

D e a r  Mr. O s t e r b a c k :

S e v e r a l  of  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l s  in the A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  

h a v e  t a k e n  a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  a b o v e  b i l l  

d e s i g n a t i n g  c e r t a i n  s t a t e - o w n e d  la n d  as r e c r e a t i o n  sites

T h i s  c o u n c i l  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in P a r c e l  No. (3), ;

t h e  C o n n o r s  L a k e  area, s ince it is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  our b o u n d a r i e s .  I
A  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i «  b*** b e e n  in u s e  for s e v e r a l  y e a r s  as a

s n o w  m a c h i n e  a r e a  u n d e r  a lease a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  the m u n i c i p a l i t y .

It is our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  the ar e a  c o v e r e d  in the b i l l  w o u l d  

i n c l u d e  t h i s  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y - u s e d  area, p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  ex- f

t e n d i n g  a r o u n d  C o n n o r s  L a k e  t o  S t r a w b e r r y  R o ad. R e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d  {

is in e x t r e m e l y  s h ort su p p l y  in m o s t  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  and the r a p i d  

j p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  is m a k i n g  h e avy d e m a n d s  u p o n  w h a t  is a v a i l a b l e .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  aim is t o  t r a n s f e r  the l a nds in the 

ji b i l l  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  for t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  and

m a i n t e n a n c e .  T h e  S a n d  L a k e  ar e a  is o n e  o f  t h e  a r e a s  in w h i c h  g r o w t h  

p a i n s  are c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  h e a v i l y  felt, a n d  it is u r g e n t  t h a t  l a nds 

b e  set a s i d e  r.ow to m e e t  the p a rks a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  th i s  

a rea.

W e  h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  th a t  t h e r e  is c o n s i d e r a b l e  w o r k  n e c­

es s a r y  on th i s  b i l l  t o  c o r r e c t  and c l a r i f y  it. T h e  S a n d  L a k e  

C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  w o u l d  like to u r g e  t h a t  t h i s  w o r k  be c o m p l e t e d

as soon as possible, a n d  t h a t  the b i l l  b e  a c t e d  u p o n  d u r i n g  th i s

s e s s i o n  o f  the l e g i s lature.

ly yours,

S. P h i l l i p s ,  P r e s i d e n t  

S a n d L a k e  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l

cc: Repr. E d  D a n k w o r t h
Bob R o b e r t s o n ,  P a r k s  & Rec.

Fed. of C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l s



*381

1

2

3

4

r» 
o 

/ 

8 

<) 

1C 

11 

12

&

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 7 8
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d
F i n a n c e

B Y  B U C H H O L D T

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 8 1 4

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

Fo r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  the A n c h o r a g e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 1 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  9 A . A N C H O R A G E  R E C R E A T I O N  AREA.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 3 4 6 .  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  P U R P O S E.  T h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  c e r­

ta i n  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  for r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  in the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of

A n c h o r a g e  is e s s e n t i a l  t:o r e l i e v e  the p r e s s u r e  of an e x p a n d i n g  u r b a n

* p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  s t a t e  l a n d  d e s c r i b e d  in sec. 348 o f  this c h a p t e r  is
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t e r f r o n t  l a n d  w h i p h  is s c a r c e  in the A n c h o r a g e  bowl, a n d  is best 

s h a r e d  b y  aTI*'people. I

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 3 4 8 .  D E S I G N A T E D  S T A T E  L A N D  R E S T R I C T E D  T O  U S E  A S  P U B L I C  

R E C R E A T I O N A L  A REA. S t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  l y i n g  w i t h i n  the p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  

in this s e c t i o n  ar e  d e s i g n a t e d  as the A n c h o r a g e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 3 8. 0 5 . 2 9 5 .

(1) S p e n a r d  L a k e  Area. T o w n s h i p  13 North, R a n g e  4 West,

S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  35: N E 1 / 4  N W 1 / 4  NW1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4

N W 1 / 4 , N E 1 / 4  S E 1 / 4  N W 1 / 4
vv.

r ? j ( 2 )  P o i n t  W o r o n z o f / P o i n t  C a m p b e l l  A rea. T o w n s h i p  13 North,

J v * " 7 «  £ ’
\ o

R a n g e 4 W e s t , 1 S e w a r d  M e r i d i a r

(3) C o n n o r s  L a k e  Area.

1-

*
Wes t ff ttHMiiny r l s n r  r n n o a A i n  Sr"

tions 20, 21, 28, 29, 32, a n d  33 

T o w n s h i p  12 No r t h ,  R a n g e  4 West, 

S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

HB 814
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2.3.

S e c t i o n  1: S W 1 / 4  N W 1 / 4  and S W l / 4

T o w n s h i p  13 N o r t h  R a n g e  4 W e s t  S e w a r d  

M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  35: S E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  36: Sl/2 SW1/4, N W 1 / 4  S W 1 / 4

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 3 4 0  D E S I G N A T I O N  O F  M A N A G E M E N T  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y .  The 

land d e s c r i b e d  in sec. 348 o f  thi s  c h a p t e r  is a s s i g n e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  

of  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  for c o n t r o l ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  as a 

state r e c r e a t i o n  area.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 3 5 1 .  I N C O M P A T I B L E  U S E  P R O H I B I T E D .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  

the b o u n d a r i e s  s p e c i f i e d  in sec. 348 of thi s  c h a p t e r ,  and those incom- 

patib. ’ d e s i g n a t e d  s h a l l  be p r o h i b i t e d  or r e s t r i c t e d ,  as p r o v i d e d

by r e g u l a t i o n .  P i c n i c k i n g ,  da y  c a mp i n g ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  skiing, a n d  

s n o w m o b i l i n g  at p l a c e s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e ­

sources, ar e e x p r e s s l y  a u t h o r i z e d  uses, at t imes and in a m a n n e r  c o n­

si d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

UB 614 -2-
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SANFORD P. RA8INOWITCH 
Landscape Architect/Park Planner

DEPARTMENTOF 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Division of Parks

619 Warehouse Ave.
Suite210 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone 274-4676
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Municipality
of

Anchorage

P O H r w  nfiffO ^ ' .— —
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A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 0 ?

<90/) 204 4356

G E O R G E  L <  S U L L I V A N  

M a V O R

O f f * A R T M E N f  t ) f  C U L T U R A L  A N D  R E C R E A T IO N A L  S E R V IC E S

March 6 , 1970

H o n o r a b l e  A l v i n  O s t e r b a c k ,  C h d i n n o r  

R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
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De ar  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  O s t e r b a c k :

R l : H o u s e  Bill 814

The M u n i c i p a l i t y  has had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to f u r t h e r  a s s e s s  H B - 8 1 4  a n d  o f f e r s  the 

f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t s  and c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h o s e  c o n t a i n e d  in o u r  l e t t e r  on 

March 1, 1978.

It has long b e e n  and still is the p o s i t i o n  of the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  

that a d d i t i o n a l  land is n e e d e d  for r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  w i t h i n  th e u r b a n  

area o f  the M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  a nd  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a re a  in q u e s t i o n .  I n c l u d e d  in 

the M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  long r an g e  pla n for p a r k ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  and o p e n  s p a c e  lands 

has h e e n  the use, e v e n t u a l l y ,  of p o r t i o n s  o f  the lands d e s i g n a t e d  in HB-814 

for such  pu r p os es .  T o w a r d  t hi s  en d,  the h i s t o r y  o f  the M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  i n v o l v e­

men t  in t he se arpas as c o n c e r n s  recreational us age , is as fo ll ow s :

1. P OI NT  W 0 R 0 N 7 0 F: T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  h as  l o n g  s o u g h t  t r a n s f e r  of title 

f r o m  the S t a t e  to the M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Woronj-of 

lands tor r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ,  n e g o t i a t i n g  in the  p a s t  w i t h  the 

D i v i s i o n  of A v i a t i o n ,  and  m o r e  recen tly  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  W o u l d  HB-814 p r e c l u d e  possib le  t r a n s f e r  of  title to 

the M u n i c i p a l i t y  in the  future? This w o u l d  not b e  d e s i r a b l e .

2 . r O H N O R S  L A K H  T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has l e a s e d  the C o n n o r s  L a k e  ar e a  for 

the past- six y e a r s  for  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r pos es.  It is m o s t  d e s i r e a h l e  

for the C o n n o r s  L ak e  area to b e  f u l l y  c o r m i t t e d  to r e c r e a t i o n a l  pur p o s e s 
as H B - 8 1 4  p r o pose s.

S P E N A R D  L A K E : P r e s e n t l y  the  M u n i c i p a l i t y  lea s e s  a s mal l area  on the

n o r t h  si de  of S p e n a r d  La ke  f r o m  the D i v i s i o n  of A v i a t i o n  for s w t m m i n g  

b e a c h  and p i c n i c  p u r p o s e s .  R e c e n t l y  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  a w a r d e d  a c ont r a c t 

for p a v i n g  the p a r k i n g  a re a  o f  this r e c r e a t i o n a l  area.
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While1 t he  M u n i c i p a l  ity s u p p o r t s  the d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d s  w i th in  

the a re as c i t e d  in H B - 8 1 4 ,  we  c a n n o t  o f f e r  full s up p o r t  t o  th e bill as c u r r e n t l y  

w r it te n.  T he re  are a reas of  c o n c e r n  a n d  m a n y  u n a n s w e r e d  questions. So n e  o f 

t h e m  are:

1. T h e  M u n i c i p a l ! t v 1.', s e w a g e  t r e a t m e n t  p lant is l o c a te d w i t h i n  th e Point. 

W o r o n z o f  lands d e s i g n a t e d  in t h e  bill. We w o u l d  not w a n t  t h e  land 

n e c e s s a r y  for e x i s t i n g  and f u t ur e  u se  o f  th e s e w a g e  treatment plant 
to b e d e s i g n a t e d  as r e c r e a t i o n a l  land. Su c h  u s a q e  w o u l d  a p p e a r  to be 

an i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e  as set f orth  in Sec. 301 o f  the bill.

2. T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has a f a c i l i t y ,  p r e s e n t l y  u s e d  for a l c o h o l i c  t r e a t m e n t  

p u r p o s e s ,  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the  P oi n t  W o r o n zo f  l a nds  d e s i g n a t e d  in the 

bill, M o w  w o u l d  Sec. 351 a f f e c t  its u s a g e ?

3. The  legal d e s c r i p t i o n s  as set f o r t h  in H B - 8 1 4  a r e  too all e n c o m p a s s i n g  

a n d  i n f r i n g e  u p o n  o t h e r  e x i s t i n g  and n e c e s s a r y  u s a g es .  T h e  a re as 

d e s i g n a t e d  for r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  must b e  c l o s e l y  r e v i e w e d  and

the bill s h o u l d  m o r e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e  the  b o u n d a r i e s  of any p o r t i o n  so 

d e s i g n a t e d ,  t a k i n g  in t o  a c c o un t  e x i s t i n g  u s a g e  a n d  t h e  n e e d  for same.

4. Sec. 340 s h o u l d  m o r e  c l e a r l y  s nell out what Is i n t e n d e d  by " c o n tr ol ,  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and m a i n t e n a n c e  as a s ta te  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a . "  T h e  q u e s t i o ns  

p o s e d  in o u r  l e t t e r  o f  M ar ch  1, 1978, n e e d  to be a d d r e s s e d :

- -- Is it the intent, o f  the bill that the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o urc es 

shall h a v e  full c on tr o l  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t hi s  a r e a ?

' -- D o e s  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w a n t  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?

— U n d e r  this b i l l ,  c o u l d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  lease 

t he  land to t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  for r e c r e a t i o n a l  P u r p o s e s ?  If so, 

t he  bill s h o u l d  be a m e n d e d  to  reflect this.

5. U n d e r  this bill, c o u l d  the S t a t e  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  of t h e s e  l a n d s  to the

M u n i c i p a l i t y  for r e cr e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  at n l a t e r  d a t e ?  T h i s  feature

s h o u l d  be i nc l ud e d  in the bill.

6. Has c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e e n  g i ve n  to this are a b e i n g  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to th e

M u n i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  the 10': l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  o f  T i t l e  29 a ft e r

it is a s s i g n e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ?  W o u l d  this bill 

p r o h i b i t  this l an d f r o m  e v e n t u a l l y  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e  for s e l e c t i o n  by

the M u n i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  th is  p r o g r a m ?  If so, th i s  w o u l d  n ot he desirable.

•Should the M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  are as of c o n c e r n  he a c c o m m o d a t e d  by a m e n d m e n t s  to the 

hill, w e  w o u l d  like the o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m n e n t  on t h e  bill at t h a t  t i m e  in Ifuhl 

of any  a m e n d m e n t s .

It is r e q u e s t e d  th a t  c o p i e s  of this let t e r by m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to  all m e m b e r s  of 

the R e s o u r c e  C on mi tt e e .  T h a n k  y o u  for you*' c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of o u r  c o m m e n t s .
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Robert  Goddard, A s s o c i a t e  Planp. 
Planning 6 C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

subject: HO O H  Land S ta tus

Pursuant  to  your reques t  f o r  a land s t a tu s  check o f  the proposed pork 
lands d e l i n e a t e d  in House B i l l  *314 I have prepared the a t tached  s t a tu s  
p l a t s  and b r i e f  w r i t t e n  n a r r a t i v e .

(1) Spenard Lake Area  -  Town sh in  13 Nor th ,  Rnnne 4 ' * cs t ,  Ccv/ard M e r id ia n ,  
S e c t i o n  35: KE1/4 MW 1/4 l«1M/4, KE1/4 W.n/4, NF.1/4 SCI/4 ‘ "*1/4. I checked 
w i t h  F.ogcr Head o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  concerning t h i s  s i t e  and he 
i n fo r r cd  r e  t h a t  the  eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  the  sh o re l in e  o f  Spenard Lake is 
in p r i v a t e  ownersh ip .  1'e a l s o  sa id  t h a t  the nor thern and southern shores 
o f  Spenard Lake were purchased from the M u n i c i p a l i t y  throucih a f e d e ra l  
fund inn program. T h i s  program s t i p u l a t e s  tha t  the funds be u t i l i z e d  for 
a v i a t i o n  purposes o n l y .  T h e r e fo r e ,  the D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  f e e l s  tha t  
the proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  (Sec. 41.20.346) c o n f l i c t s  wi th the f ede ra l  
fund ing  requ i rem en ts .  ’

(2) Po in t  V 'o ronzo f/Po in t  Campbell Area -  Township 13 North ,  Rrnne 4 V/cst, 
Seward M e r i d i a n ,  l/cst o f  runway c l e a r  zones in Sec t ions :  20, 21, P.P., 29,
32 and 33. The su b je c t  lands w i t h i n  s e c t i o n  20 and 21 arc  encumbered hv 
M un ic ipa l  ownersh ip  and an ILMT to  the D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  ( ro te  
a t ta ched  s t a tu s  p l a t ) .  The D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  land has been H e n f i f i e d  
fo r  f u tu r e  a v i a t i o n  r e l a t e d  purposes .  The su b je c t  lands w i t h i n  s e c t i o n s  
28 and 29  a re  m os t l y  fede ra l  lands w i t h  the excep t ion  o f  an approx imate  
180 acre  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  land tha t  is  encumbered under ILMT 21236 to  the 
D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n .  The remaining su b je c t  lands have been encumbered 
by leases  to  the M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  ILMT 21236, and D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  
OSL~3b7 lands .  The GSL-3&7 lands ore in the c l e a r  zone for  the In t e r n a t i o n a l  
A i r p o r t .  The area o u t s i d e  the  c l e a r  zone has been i d e n t i f i e d  by the 
d i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  as a p o t e n t i a l  f u tu r e  general  a v i a t i o n  s i t e  (no te  
a t ta ched  s t a tu s  p l a t s ) .

(3) Connors Lake Area  -  Township 12 Nor th ,  Range 4 V e s t ,  Seward M e r id ia n ,  
S e c t io n  I :  SVM/4 Ml/1/4, 51*1/4; Township 13 Nor th ,  Range ,l h 'c s t ,  Seward
M e r id ia n ,  S e c t i o n  35: FC1/4; S e c t i o n  36: S l /2  SV/1/4, P71/4 S ' . / l A .  These 
lands are made up o f  I ' n i v e r s i t y  and School T ru s t  Lands. Toth the U n i v e r s i t y  
and the S t a t e  School Board should be co n ta c te d .  The s i h j c c t  lands w i t h i n  
s e c t i o n  30 a r c  encumbered by l ease  /'42$S'6 to  the Mimic p a l i t y  for  a 
s a n i t a r y  l a n d f i l l  and hy lease  //3C266 to  the P a c i f i c  Seal Co. o f  A l a s k a ,
I r e .  The s u b j e c t  lands v/ i th in  s e c t i o n  35 are w i t h i n  th*. I n t e rn a t i o n a l  
A i r p o r t  c l e a r  zone -  OSL-57 (note  a t ta ched  s t a tu s  p l a t s ) .  Tim lands w i t h i n  
s e c t i o n  one o f  township  12 no r th ,  range 4 west  a rc  p r e s e n t l y  under a l e t t e r  
o f  n o n - o b j e c t i o n  to  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  fo r  snownachine uses ( L e t t e r  Permit  
62979). The D i v i s i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  has no o b j e c t i o n  to the u t i l i z a t i o n  of 
these areas f o r  park purposes.  However, much o f  these lands are  p r e s e n t l y  
encumbered by l e a se s .



In conc lus ion ,  I f ee l  tha t  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  should be contac ted  repard ino 
the p o s s ib l e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the i r l ease  lands in the Connors Lake area 
fo r  the proposed rec rea t ion  s i t e .  The remaining proposed areas are  
probab ly  not w e l 1 su i ted  fo r  r e c rea t ion  purposes due to t h e i r  h i rh  v a lu e  
as a v i a t i o n  lands, however, the lands w i t h i n  Sec t ion  20: Township 13 
North ,  Range A \/est tha t  are owned by the M u n i c i p a l i t y  apoear to  have 
good p o te n t i a l  fo r  rec rea t iona l  u t i l i z a t i o n .  The M u n i c i p a l i t y  should  be 
contac ted  concerning t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .

cc:  Ted Smith
Larry  Dutton
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H E  814 " A n  A c t  C r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a "

T e s t i m o n y  b y  N e i l  C. J o h a n n s e n  

C h i e f  o f  P l a n n i n g ,  D i v i s i o n  of P a r k s

I a m  N e i l  C. J o h a n n s e n ,  C h i e f  o f  P l a n n i n g  w i t h  th e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Parks.

T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k  l a n d s  

in t h e  G r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  Area.

A s  far b a c k  as 1 9 7 3  l o c a l  c i t i z e n  s u r v e y s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of p a r k  

l a n d  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  O v e r  93 % of t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  to an 

A n c h o r a g e  r e c r e a t i o n  s u r v e y  s a i d  " r e c r e a t i o n  w a s  v i t a l "  to t h e m  (Rowan G r o u p  

1973). T o d a y  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  r e m a i n  s t r o n g  as o u r  c i t i z e n s  r e s p o n d  w i t h  

i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  to the d r a f t  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  T r a i l s  P l a n  a n d  the d r a f t  

G e n e r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n  for C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .

It is not, h o w e v e r ,  the d e s i r e  of this d i v i s i o n  to o p e r a t e  the p r o p o s e d  

A n c h o r a g e  R e c r e a t i o n  Area. R a t h e r ,  w e  r e c o m m e n d  that o n c e  the f a c i l i t y  

is e s t a b l i s h e d  that its p l a n n i n g ,  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  be t a k e n  o v e r  

b y  t he  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  P a r k s  & R e c r e a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t .  R e c e n t  d i s c u s­

si o n s  w i t h  Bo b  R o b e r t s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  of that d e p a r t m e n t ,  i n d i c a t e  s t r o n g  

s u p p o r t  for this a r r a n g e m e n t .

S u c h  a  t r a n s f e r  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the D i v i s i o n  of P a r k s’ 

e m p h a s i s  o n  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  a n d  p a r k s  a n d  s i m i l a r l y  c o n s i s t e n t
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March 1, 1978

w i t h  i n t e n s i v e l y  d e v e l o p e d  u r b a n  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  

M u n i c i p a l i t y .  A t  this time, the D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  is n e g o t i a t i n g  the 

t r a n s f e r  of a r e a s  to l o c a l  p a r k s  d e p a r t m e n t s  in b o t h  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  

w h i c h  a r e  o r i e n t e d  to l o c a l  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  in m e t r o p o l i t a n  ar e as .  T h e  

p r o p o s e d  A n c h o r a g e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  s h o u l d  b e  s i m i l a r l y  h a n d l e d .

T h e  b i l l  n e e d s  to c l a r i f y  p r o p o s e d  b o u n d a r i e s  to a v o i d  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  

i n t e r e s t s  an d  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s u l t e d .

T h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  p r e p a r e d  for the b i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  a p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  fo r  

t h e  area. P r o p o s e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i t e m s  d r a w  h e a v i l y  f r o m  p r e l i m i n a r y  s u r v e y s  

c o m p l e t e d  b y  the A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  

i n c l u d i n g  a $3.5 m i l l i o n  p r o p o s a l  for a n  18 h o l e  g o l f  course.

I n  s u m mary, the D i v i s i o n  of P a r k s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  t r u s t i n g  that 

the p r o b l e m  of l and s t a t u s  is r e s o l v e d  and  t hat th e  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  

D e p a r t m e n t  of P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  a s s u m e s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  the a r e a  a f t e r  its 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .
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