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W e  n o t e d  wi t h  i n t e r e s t  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  to the L e g i s l a t u r e ,  p r e s e n t e d  last  M o n d a y ,  

tha t a Gene r a l F u n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t5 t o  $10 m i l l i o n  f i n a n c e  a m a s s i v e  l o b b y i n g  

e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  H R  39. We  b e l i e v e  such an e f f o r t ,  at tlr s  time, 

w o u l d  be unwise.

At a ti m e  w h e n  th e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a  is a t  a low ebb in C o n g r e s s ,  p r i m a r i l y  

due to th e  g e n e r a l l y  u n i n f o r m e d  r h e t o r i c  o f  various gro u ps  an d  i n d i v i d u a l s  wh o  

p u r p o r t e d l y  r e p r e s e n t  an " A l a s k a n  p o s i t i o n "  on d-2 ( g e n e ra l l y )  an d  H R  39 ( s p e ci f i c a l l y )  

a l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t  s u c i  as has b een p r o p o s e d  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as a w a s t e  

o f  m o n e y  ( f r om  a s t a t e  w h i c h  c o n s t a n t l y  tries tc e x t r a c t  m o r e  m o n e y f r o m  th e  federal 

coffers). As w e l l ,  it w o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  an a d m i s s i o n  that the State has bee n  r e d u c e d  

to b l in d  a d v o c a c y  in o p p o s i t i o n  to one proposal w i t h o u t  a r e s p o n s i b l y - d e v e l o p e d  

al t e r native. A ls o ,  i f  w o u l d  b e  an i n s u l t  to t he  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  who s u p p o r t  all, 

c r  at least p a r t  of, the c o n c e p t s  e m b o d i e d  in the S u b - C o m m i t t e e  print (of H R  39) 

u s e d  f o r  m a r k - u p  t h i s  month. In s h o r t ,  C o n g r e s s m a n ,  w e r e  the S t a t e  t o  act f a v o r a b l y  

on the  p r o p o s a l ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h e  e f f o r t  w o u l d  b e  c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e  to a final

r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the d- 2  i ss u e  on t e r m s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  to most A l a s k a n s .
■ f : •. ■> ■
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It is o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  is no A l a s k a n  consensus on d-2 (save, p e r h a p s ,  a 

m a j o r i t y  w h i c h  t a k e s  a k n e e - j e r k  s t a n d  in o p p o s i t i o n  to a "federal l o c k - u p " 

o f  A l a s k a n  lands). A n d  w e  w o u l d  su b m i t  t hat th e  reason f o r  this is t h a t  t h e r e  

has been l i t t l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the i ssue w h i c h  m i g h t  hav e 

s e r v e d  to d e v e l o p  c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  Ala s ka n s .

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  s uch as the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s,  regio' <1 n o n - p r o f i t  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  in t h e  B u s h  a n d  RurAL CAP p o s s e s s  the i n t e r e s t  a n d  c a p a b i l i t y  to 

a s s i s t  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .

W e  can do t h i s ,  d e s p i t e  s e v e r l y  l i m i t e d  r e s o ur c e s ,  b e c a u s e  we have r e c o g n i z e d  

the o v e r - r i d i n g  i m p e r a t i v e  o f  a c h i e v i n g  federal pr o t e c t i o n  o f  Na t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  

o p t i o n s  in any d-2 l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  f i n a l l y  emerges.

All o f  this is n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  it io too late  to b u i l d  A l a s k a n  c o n s e n s u s  on 

the issue (or, at least, p a r t s  o f  it; i.e. r e source m a n a g e m e n t ) .  N e i t h e r  d i we 

s u g g e s t  tha t  th e  r o l e  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  in a p p r o p r i a t i n g  General F u n d  m o n i e s  a n d  

p r o v i d i n g  s o m e  l e a d e r s h i p  on t h e  i s s u e  is e n t i r e l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  It is o u r  b e l i e f  

tha t the C o n g r e s s  w o u l d  be r e c e p t i v e  (indeed, w o u l d  w e l c o m e )  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  

is t a k i n g  s teps to pu t  its h o u s e  in o r d e r  and to i n v o l v e  its c i ti z e n s  in t h e
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f o r m a t i o n  o f  p o s i t i v e  r e c o m n e n d a t i o n s  tr be m ade to the Congress. W h a t  follows 

is a s e r i e s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h ,  i. f o l lowed, w o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

p o s i t i o n  in Congress.

1) B e g i n ,  in e a r n e s t ,  a s e ri e s  o f  S t a t e - f u n d e d  w o r k s h o p s  to discuss 

the m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e t h o d s  o f  d e c e n t r a l i z i n g  the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  the B o a r d s  o f  Fish and Game. T h e s e  w o r k s h o p s  s h o u l d  be 

he l d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  St a t e ,  a d e q u a t e  m a t e r i a l s  s h o u l d  be pr e p a r e d  and 

d i s s e m i n a t e d  to t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a real e f f o r t  s h o u l d  be m a d e  to 

n o t i f y  in a d v a n c e  and p r e p a r e  local p e o p l e  to p a r t ic i p a t e ,  a n d  costs

f o r  the w o r k s h o p s  s h o u l d  be b o r n e  by the State.

(We h a v e  bee n i n v o l v e d  in t w o  m e e t i n g s  c a l l e d  by C o m m i s s i o n e r  S k o o g  to 

d i s c u s s  this t o p i c  an d  a p p l a u d  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  initiative; h o w e v e r ,  

th e  f i rs t  m e e t i n g  y i e l d e d  o n l y  a c o n s e n s u s  that a n o t h e r  one was need e d ,  w h i l e  

the s e c o n d  on e  q u i c k l y  d e g e n e r a t e d  into a debate b e t w e e n those w h o  f a v o r e d  

d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and t h o s e  w h o  o p p o s e d  it. O t h e r  m e e t i n g s  are p l a nned, 

bu t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  o u t c o m e  v;i 11 be any more positive.

As w e l l , in n e i t h e r  o f  the a b o v e  i n s t a n c e s  did the S tate pay any t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

costs for p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  n o r  w e r e  a d e q u a t e  w o r k i n g  papers m ad e  a v ailable.

2) H o l d  s i m i l a r  c o n f e r e n c e s  on o t h e r  issues b eing a d d r e s s e d  by d-2 

l e g i s l a t i o n ;  i.e. land c o n v e y a n c e  to N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o ns  and the Sta t e ,  

e a s e m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  the p r o p o s e d  L a n d  Bank, the en v i ronmental p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  all federal (public) lands t h r o u g h  various a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  devices, 

the e q u a t e d  e c o n o m i c s  o f  " p r e s e r v a t i o n  vs. d e v e l o p me n t , "  the actual 

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  v a ri o u s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  o f  d-2 lands, s tate land s e l e c t i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  go a ls ,  etc.

3) I n c r e a s e  o r  i n i t i a t e  f u n d i n g  to a p p r o p r i a t e  m a n a g e m e n t  e n t i t i e s  

w h i c h  rely, at p r e s e n t ,  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  on federal funds (i.e. the 

D i v i s i o n s  o f  S p o r t  Fish a n d  G ame w i t h i n  ADF&G, the Coastal Zone M a n a g e m e n t  

p r o g r a m ,  et c . ),  in o r d e r  to d e m o n s t r a t e  a g o o d  faith e f f o r t  by the S t a t e  

to m a n a g e  the l ands a n d  r e s ources w h i c h  are p r e s e n tl y  its resp on s i b i l i t y.

4) S u p p o r t ,  t h r o u g h  a d e q u a t e  finan c i ng ,  S t a te  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the 

" i n t e r i m  m a n a g e m e n t  plan" c a l l e d  fo r  by A-FN P r e s i d e nt  B yron Mailo t t  last 

w e e k ,  t h e r e b y  a d d i n g  c r e d i b i l i t y  to the Stat e ' s f r e q u en t  ass e rt i o n  that 

s u b s i s t e n c e  uses ar e  th e n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i t y  o f  r e so u r c e  a l l o c a t i o n  

d e c i s i o n s  a n d  tha t  the S t a t e  r ec o g n i z e s  (and accepts) its p a r t n e rs h i p  

role w i t h  th e  federal g o v e r n m e n t  in t h es e  matters.

5) R e c o g n i z e  that the p r o p o s e d  p u b l i c  lands d e s i g n a t i on s  an d  

m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m s  are, in fact, national concerns and  t h e i r  ul t i m a t e  

d i s p o s i t i o n  is q u i t e  p r o p e r l y  a s u b j e c t  of national debate an d  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

In o u r  o p i nion, if any o r  all o f  the above s u g g e s t i o n 1' wer e  posit i v el y  a c t e d  pon, 

a n d  f o r t h r i g h t l y  i m p l e m e n t e d ,  the " A l a s k a n  pos i t i o n "  in Congress and t h r o u g h o u t  

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  be f a r m o r e  palat a b l e .
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A g a i n ,  I e x p r e s s  o u r  s i n c e r e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  about the w i s d o m  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  y o u

h a v e  s u g g e s t e d ,  a n d  r e i t e r a t e  o u r  p r o p o s al  that the S t a t e  i n i t i a t e  a p o s i t i v e

e f f o r t  w i t h  its own c i t i z e n s p r i o r  to f u n d i n g  a m a j o r  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t  in W a s H n g t o n ,  D.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e s e  remarks.

E x e c u t i v e  'Director

cc: G o v e r n o r  Ja y  S. H a m m o n d

S e n a t o r  M i k e  Gravel 

S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s

The H o n o r a b l e  Cecil A n d r u s ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Inter 'or

S e n a t o r  J o h n  Rader, P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  State S e n a t e

S e n a t o r  Ka y P o l a n d ,  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  S e n a t e  R e s ources

S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t ,  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  S e n a t e  F i na n c e

S e n a t o r  C h a n c y  Croft, M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  d-2 S t e e r i n g  Council

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u g h  M a l o n e ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A1 O s t e r b a c k ,  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  H o u se  Res o u rc e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t e v e  C o w pe r ,  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  d-2 S t e e r i n g  Council

C o n g r e s s m a n  J o h n  S i e b e r l i n g ,  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  S u b c o m m i t t e e  General O v e r s i g h t  a n d  AI ■ >•

L ands

C o n g r e s s m a n  M o r r i s  Udall 

C o n g r e s s m a n  L l o y d  Meeds 

S e n a t o r  H e n r y  J a c k s o n ,

S e n a t o r  L e e  M e t c a l f  

B y r o n  M a l l o t , P r e s i d e n t ,  AFN 

T u n d r a  T i m e s
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Box 1 8 9  •  N a k n e k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 3 3

April 22, 1977

R e p r es e n t a t i v e  A lvin Os t e r b a c k  

Pouch V

Juneau, Al a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Osterback;

The Bristol Bay Boro u g h  s t r o n g l y  s u p po r t s  the f o l l o w i n g  H o u s e Bills.

a. H.B. 450 e s t a b l i s h i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  regional offi c es  for the

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  He a lt h  a n d  Social Services.

b. H.B. 451 e s t a b l i s h i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  regional offi c e s  for the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Community, and Regional Affairs.

s' c. H.B. 452 e s t a b l i s h i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  regional o f f i c e s for the

/ D e pa £ t « e * t  of Fish & Game.

Lo c ating regional offices in Naknek w i 1 1 p r o v i d e  a central location 

for these s tate acti v it i e s  and re s u l t  1n faster a n d  m o r e  a d e quate 

services to residents o f  Bristol Bay, Al a s ka  P e n i n s u l a  and the Iliamna 

Lake Clark Areas.

Your s u p p o r t  of these three Bills will be gr e a t l y  app r e ci a t e d .

Sincerely,

B o r o u g h  M a n a g e r
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