


TO REPRESENTATIVE FREEMAN
REPRESENTATIVE GARDINER

RE HJR 13, HB 106, HB 173

I talked to the Chamber types on April 6th. I was advised that their 
legislative committee has endorsed the captioned legislation. I told 
them that as far as I knew these three items were either dead or mori­
bund but, in any event, they didn’t show much hope for posterity.

RHZ/pkz

P.S. Enclosed is the tentative schedule for the visit next week.

Terry:

raula tells me you would like to talk about SB 12. Although I originally 
put it in to get somebody's attention, I have concluded that it is an 
idea whose time has come and that we should do everything we can, not­
withstanding the protestations of the court system, to push it through.



MEMO April 5, 1977

FROM SENATOR ZIEGLER

TO ¥* e:
IPRESENTATIVE FREEMAN 
1PRESENTATIVE GARDINER

RE SB 12

SB 12, the bill by which we would acquire an additional Superior Court 
judge in Ketchikan, passed the Senate on March 31st. The bill is opposed 
by the court system, which takes the view that there isn't enough business 
at home to keep one Superior judge busy, much less two.

What the court system fails to grasp is that the work load of a Superior 
Court judge is not as important to litigants and the local bar as the 
availability of a Superior Court judge. Based on information furnished me 
by Judge Schulz's secretary, Judge Schulz was off the bench more than he 
was on it between August 1st and December 31st of last year. It is very 
frustrating for lawyers and their clients who have a firm trial date set 
to be advised that Judge Schulz, for whatever reason, was out of town and 
would be gone for several days or, in some instances, several weeks.

This bill is very important to our community, because with two Superior
Court judges, one of whom would be in town on each of the 365 days in a
year, we would no longer have the aforementioned problem.

Concommitant with the obtaining of another Superior Court judge would be 
the phasing out of the District Court judge. Judge Keene is not at all 
perturbed about this possibility.

The Senate Finance committee estimated that the increased cost would be 
$26,000, but as I recollect, the cost figure in connection with the Kodiak, 
Bethel and Sitka situations is somewhere around $7500.

I am in the process of letting the Chief Justice know that if he perseveres 
in thwarting our efforts, it is quite likely that his presumptive sentencing 
bill will have a difficult time making it through the legislature.

RHZ/pkz
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R e p r e sent ative Terry G a r dine r 
Chairman
H ouse Jud ic i a r y  Commit tee 

Dear Terry:

Y ou'll recolle ct the H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  commi ttee v e r y  c o u r t e o u s l y  
afforded m e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  last year to address it on the s u b­
ject of Senate Bill 12, a bill w h i c h  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  the creati on 
of an additional S u p erior Court judge ship in Ketchikan. At the 
time the bill was introduced, it was my intention to get the 
attention of the court system, for I felt that the one S u p erior  
Court judge w e  do have, T o m  Schulz, an excellent judge, was 
being assigned to trials elsewhere in the state m o r e  than he 
should have been. I b e l i e v e  I furnished the c o m m i ttee w i t h  some 
statistics w h i c h  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  that assertion.

Please bear in m i n d  that n o b o d y  has ever c o m p l a i n e d  or said a 
harsh w o r d  about the caliber of our judiciary; the thrust was 
directed toward the u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of jus tice at times w h e n  m a n y  
members of the K e t c h i k a n  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  were complaining, n o t  to 
m e n t i o n  the litigants involved in pending court actions.

I am pleased to repor t that the situation has to a large extent 
been cured. The court s ystem  h asn't d e p r i v e d  us of our S u p erior 
Court judge n ear ly so m u c h  as it did in the past; there are few, 
if any, complaints about the lack of a Super i o r  Court judge. 
Furthermore, Judge C o m pton and o c c a s i o n a l l y  J u dge Stewart have 
filled in for Judge Schulz on those curre ntly infre quent occasions 
w h e n  he is not on the b e n c h  in Ketchikan.

Ergo, it w o u l d  seem that as a resu lt of the c h ang ed circumstances,
Senate Bill 12 is not n e c e s s a r y  at this time. Accordingly, I am
reques ting you to hol d it in abeyance. S hould it be n e e d e d  in the
future, I'll be in touch w i t h  you.

Incidentally, Judg e Schulz has express ed s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  the s i t­
uation and advised m e  u n o f f i c i a l l y  that as a re sult of his c u r­
tailed travel, he has been in a b etter p o s i t i o n  to ha ndle his 
K e t c h i k a n  docket efficaciously.

Regards

Robert H. Ziegler, Sr.

cc - Hou se J u d i ciary  Committee Members
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C h a m b e r s  o f

T H O M A S  E .  S C H U L Z ,  Judge M a y  6, 1977

L e w  W i l l i a m s ,  Jr.
E d i t o r
K e t c h i k a n  D a i l y  N e w s  
P. 0. B o x  79 0 0  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1

D e a r  E d i t o r :

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  p u b l i c i t y  in t h e  p a s t  f e w  
w e e k s  c o n c e r n i n g  the l e v e l  o f  j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e s  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  in 
K e t c h i k a n .  T h e  p u b l i c i t y  has, t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  b e e n  g e n e r a t e d  by
S. B. 12, a B i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r ,  t h a t  w o u l d ,  if p a s s e d ,  
a b o l i s h  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  p o s i t i o n  in K e t c h i k a n  a n d  a d d  a s e c o n d  
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d  the Bi l l  w a s  a p p a r­
e n t l y  the b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  d e r e l i c t  in p r o v i d i n g  
a d e q u a t e  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  area.

A s  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  for th i s  a r e a ,  I m u s t  t a k e  
e x c e p t i o n .

T o  b e g i n  w i t h ,  I h a d  a l o n g  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r ,  Mr. 
C l o u d y  a n d  Mr. B r o w n  o n  a S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  l a s t  fa l l  d u r i n g  w h i c h  
th e  c a s e l o a d  i n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  m y  a s s i g n m e n t  to  o t h e r  D i s t r i c t s  in 
the S t a t e  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e s e  i t e m s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s­
c u s s i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s o n s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  b u t  b e t w e e n  
m y s e l f  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  the K e t c h i k a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  o t h e r  
o c c a s i o n s  a n d  I h a d  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r s  w i t h  the P r e s i d i n g  
J u d g e  o f  t h i s  D i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  A l a s k a  
C o u r t  S y s t e m .  W h e n  I a r r i v e d  in K e t c h i k a n  t h e r e  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
b a c k l o g  o f  c a s e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  r e a d y  f o r  t r i a l  for s o m e  t i m e  a n d  t h a t  
b a c k l o q  w a s  s t i l l  w i t h  u s  to s o m e  e x t e n t  as l a t e  as l a s t  fall. H o w­
ever, t h e  b a c k l o g  in K e t c h i k a n  w a s  m i n i s c u l e  c o m p a r e d  to t h e  b a c k l o g  
in t h e  T h i r d  D i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  F o u r t h  D i s t r i c t .  I t o l d  the K e t c h i k a n  
B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the P r e s i d i n g  J u d g e  for t h i s  D i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  A d m i n­
i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  t h a t  I w o u l d  a c c e p t  a s s i g n m e n t s  to the T h i r d  a n d  
F o u r t h  D i s t r i c t s  w h e n e v e r  I c o u l d  to h e l p  o u t  w i t h  l a r g e r  b a c k l o g s  
i n  t h o s e  ar e a s .  I d i d  t hat.



L e w  W i l l i a m s ,  Jr.
M a y  6, 1 9 7 7  
P a g e  2

T h e  p r o b l e m  a l l  o v e r  the S t a t e  h a s  b e e n  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of  
s l o p p y  c a l e n d a r  p r a c t i c e s  o n  the p a r t  o f  t h e  j u d g e s  a n d  w h i l e  I c a n  
n o t  s p e a k  for o t h e r  a r e a s  in the St a t e ,  I c a n  s a y  t h a t  I a n d  m y
s t a f f  in K e t c h i k a n  h a v e  r e s o l v e d  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s  h e r e  a n d  our C i v i l
a.nJ C r i m i n a l  c a l e n d a r  i s  c u r r e n t ,  and, in m y  o p i n i o n ,  in  b e t t e r
s h a p e  t h a n  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  in the S t a t e .

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  l a s t  f a ll, t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  
t h i n g s  in the w i n d  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  K e t c h i k a n  m i g h t  e x p e r i e n c e  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  g r o w t h  in a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  time. B e c a u s e  
w e  w e r e  s t i l l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of o l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  c a l e n d a r  
h e r e  w a s  a l r e a d y  c r o w d e d .  It g e n e r a l l y  t a k e s  far t o o  l o n g  t o  g e t  
a d d i t i o n a l  j u d i c i a l  p e r s o n n e l  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  n e e d e d .  I h a d  f i r s t h a n d  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h a t  in F a i r b a n k s  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  to a d e m o n s t r a t e d  n e e d  for an a d d i t i o n a l  
j u d g e  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was, in m y  o p i n i o n ,  t o o  d a m n  slow.
W i t h  t h o s e  f a c t o r s  in m i n d  I a g r e e d  w i t h  S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r  and o t h e r s  
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  n e e d  to i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  for 
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  in t h i s  area. T h e  t h o u g h t  w a s  t h a t  
i t  w o u l d  t a k e  t w o  or t h r e e  y e a r s  to g e t  t h e  j udge a n d  t h a t  by t h a t  
t i m e ,  the n e e d  w o u l d  be  c r y s t a l  c l e a r .  I d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  th a t  a n y o n e  
at  t h e  m e e t i n g  c o n t e m p l a t e d  t h a t  the Bill w o u l d  p a s s  th i s  y e a r  n o r  d o  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y o n e  at the m e e t i n g  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  the j u d g e  w a s  
n e e d e d  t h i s  year.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h at, I c h a n g e d  v e n u e  in a c a s e  f r o m  K e t c h i k a n  to 
J u n e a u .  T h e  c a s e  w a s  r e a d y  for t r i a l  a n d  t i m e  h a d  b e e n  set a s i d e  
i n  K e t c h i k a n  t o  t r y  it, so I w e n t  to Juneau a n d  t r i e d  the c a s e  for 
for t w o  w e e k s .  I h a d  s c h e d u l e d  in J n e a u  a c o m p l i c a t e d  c o n t r a c t  c a s e  
to f o l l o w ,  b u t  that c a s e  w a s  n o t  r e a d y  f o r  t r i a l  a n d  s o  I f a c e d  the 
p r o s p e c t  of a m o n t h  w i t h  a v e r y  l i g h t  c a l e n d a r .  R a t h e r  t h a n  sit 
a r o u n d  h e re, I a g r e e d  to g o  to F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t r y  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .
T h a t  k e p t  m e  o u t  of K e t c h i k a n  f o r  six w e e k s ,  b u t  it a l s o  k e p t  m e  busy. 
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s ,  I w e n t  t o  A n c h o r a g e  for t h e  
J u d g e s '  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  s t a y e d  t h e r e  to c l e a r  u p  r e m a i n i n g  m a t t e r s  in 
c a s e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to m e  in t h a t  area. T h e n  c a m e  a s h o r t  
v a c a t i o n  a f t e r  w h i c h ,  I r e t u r n e d  to J u n e a u  a n d  t r i e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
c a s e  t h a t  I m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  a n d  a s e r i o u s  f e l o n y  c a s e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  
j u d g e s  in J u n e a u  h a d  b e e n  d i s q u a l i f i e d .

I h a v e  b e e n  b a c k  in K e t c h i k a n  s i n c e  F e b r u a r y  a n d  I h a v e  t o l d  the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  t h a t  I d o  n o t  w a n t  a s s i g n m e n t s  o u t  of t h e  
D i s t r i c t  for the r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  the v e r y  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  
t h a t  I a m  s i c k  a n d  t i r e d  of  t r a v e l i n g  a n d  I w a n t  t o  s t a y  h o m e  f o r  
a w h i l e .

H o w e v e r ,  w e  h a v e  to m y  k n o w l e d g e  n o  C i v i l  c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  r e a d y  
for t r i a l  t h a t  a r e  n o t  n o w  set for a t r a i l  d a t e  c e r t a i n  n o r  d o  we  
h a v e  a n y  p e n d i n g  C r i m i n a l  c a s e s  n o t  n o w  s c h e d u l e d  for t r i a l .  In 
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  the c a l e n d a r  in K e t c h i k a n ,  is c u r r e n t  a n d  I h a v e  e v e r y  
r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  it wi l l  r e m a i n  so in the f u t u r e .  B e c a u s e  I 
a n d  the o t h e r  p e r s o n s  in t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  in K e t c h i k a n  h a v e  w o r k e d
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to get the c a l e n d a r  in the shape that it is prese n t l y  in. I take 
s t r o n g  e x c e p t i o n  to any i m p l i c a t i o n  that the Judicial S y s t e m  or 
m y s e l f  h a v e  slighted the n e e d s  in Ketchikan in any way.

If the c o n d i t i o n  of the c a l e n d a r  in Ketch ikan r e m a i n s  as it is 
now, I c a n  not s u p port an a d d i t i o n a l  judge for this area this year 
or next. It w o u l d  s imply m e a n  that one of us would have to travel 
all the time.

T ES:ri

cc: Hon. R o b e r t  H. Ziegler, Sr.
Hon. T e r r y  G a r d i n e r  
Hon. O r a l  F r e e m a n  
Hon. R o b e r t  B o o c he ver 
Hon. T homa s B. S t e wart 
Mr. A r t h u r  H. Snowden, II

V e r y  truly yours,



H o u s e  Judiciary 
May 3, 1977

Th e  m e e t i n g  was called to order at 3:55 p.m. by Chairman, Gardiner. 
M e m b e r s  present w e r e  Gardiner, Miles, B r o w n  and Rudd. Mr. Dankworth, 
Mr. E l i a s o n  and Mr. C a r p e n t e r  came late.

SB 12-Nu m b e r  of s u p e r i o r  court and d i s trict court judges SB
 "" 12
S e n a t o r  Z i egler was here to s p e a k  in support of SB 12 for which he 
is a sponsor. He e x p l a i n e d  the e x i s t i n g  p r o b l e m  as b e i n g  that 
Ketch i k a n ' s  Judge S c h u l t z  is freque n t l y  called to A n c h orage  leaving 
K e t c h i k a n  w i t h o u t  a judge. Sen. Z i e g l e r  would  like to see a superior 
court judge in K e t c h i k a n  at all times.

Se n a t o r  Z i egler  r e q u e s t e d  that the committee put this bill in the 
d r a w e r  for now. He said that he will carefully m o n i t o r  the superior 
court p o s ition in K e t c h i k a n  b e t w e e n  n o w  and next year, and may ask 
that the bill be r e c o n s i d e r e d  next year if he senses the need.

The c o m m it tee a gree d to set the bill aside for now.

SB 151 Tort claims against the Sta te of A l aska SB

151
G a r d i n e r  b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n e d  why he hade broug ht this bill up before 
the c o m m i t t e e . .

To m  K o e s t e r  from the A t t o r n e y  Gener al's office was here to support 
the bill, which is an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bill.

B r o w n  m o v e d  that c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of SB 151 be p o s t poned i n d e f i n a t e l y . 
G a r d i n e r  expl ained that a c o m m i t t e e  could not do this, as it would 
kill the bi ll for this year. B r o w n  changed his m o t i o n  to table the 
bill. The m o t i o n  to table the bill failed.

T h e r e  was a very legthy, involved d i s c u s s i o n  a f t e r  which the committee 
d e c i d e d  not to do a n y t h i n g  with the b i l l  at this time.

Th e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  at 5:00 p.m.
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A p r i l  5, 1977

Hon. T e r r y  G a r d i n e r  
Chairman, House J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Terry:

I u n d e r s t a n d  that y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  has at p r e s e n t  a Bill that 
w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  the p o s i t i o n  of D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  judge in Ketchikan. 
In or der to c l a r i f y  the pict ure, the a b o l i t i o n  of m y  p o s i t i o n  
w o u l d  leave m e  in a v e r y  p e c u l i a r  position. I have no i n t e n t i o n  
of r e t i r i n g  in the f o r e s e e a b l e  future.

This past m o n t h  m a r k e d  the termin ation of ten y ears on the 
B e n c h  in K e t c h i k a n  d u r i n g  w h i c h  p e r i o d  I feel I have  g a i n e d  a 
w e a l t h  of k n o w l e d g e  and experience.  W h ether this c o u l d  be c o n­
v e r t e d  to a p o s s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  on the Superior Court B e n c h  is 
s o m e t h i n g  that is at b e s t  r isky and p r o b l em atical.

In brief, I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to this Bill 
as there is no r e q u i r e m e n t  for two S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j udges in 
Ketchikan. S u c n  a c t i o n  w o u l d  r esult in a c o m p l e t e l y  u n n e c e s s a r y  
e x p e n d i t u r e  of m o n e y  that is not j u s t ified by the workl o a d ,  and 
is o p p o s e d  by the C o u r t  System.

If there is a n y t h i n g  f u r ther I can add on this subject, 
p l e a s e  let m e  k n o w  an d I w i l l  r e s p o n d  forthwith.

Senate Bill 12

Sincerely,

eene, Jr. 
ourt Judge

HCK:ri



H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  
M a y  2, 1977

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  to order at 3:45 p.m. by Chairman, Gardiner. 
M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  w e r e  G ardiner, Rudd, D a n k w o r t h  and Carpenter. B rown 
came late. M i l e s  a nd E l i a s o n  w e r e  absent.

Mr. D a n k w o r t h  w e l c o m e d  Mr. C a r p e n t e r  as the n e w  m e m b e r  of the 
c o m m i t t e e .

H B  278 G e o g r a p h i c  cost of living differ e n t i a l s  for j u d i c i a l  officers HB
278

Ga r d i n e r  r e m i n d e d  the c o m m i t t e e  that they h a d  a l re ady agreed to 
d e l e t e  s e c t i o n  4 of this b i l l  w h e n  it had b een c o n s i d e r e d  previously.

A r t  S n o w d e n  and S u s a n  B u r k e  from the Court S y s t e m  w e r e  here to 
an s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  about the bill.

B r o w n  r e c o m m e n d e d  that if this bi ll w e r e  to leave committee, that a 
c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  a c c o m p a n y  it so that this bill is not consid e r e d  to 
be a r e p e a l e r  of the s a l a r y  c o m m i s s i o n  recom mendations.  The salary 
c o m m i s s i o n  has set a b a s e  p a y  and this deals only w i t h  a cost of 
l i vin g differ e n t i a l ,  but B r o w n  still thought that a c o m m i t t e e  report 
w o u l d  be w i s e  to a t t a c h  to the bill.

Mr. D a n k w o r t h  m o v e 1 that 1IB 278 be m o v e d  out of committee. The m o t i o n  
ca r r i e d  and this wa„ done.

SB 12 N u m b e r  of s u p e r i o r  court j u d g e s  and d i s t r i c t  court judges SB
L 12

Art S n o w d e n  f r o m  the C o u r t  S y s t e m  w a s  here to speak against the bill.
The Court S y s t e m  d o e s n ' t  feel that another judge is n e e d e d  in 
Ketchikan. T h e y  feel that there is ample p e r s o n n e l  to h a n d l e  the 
w o r k  l o a d  in K e t c h i k a n  now. Mr. S n o w d e n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  if a n y t h i n g  
is d o n e  on t his, the o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  o f  the b i l l  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  
d e s i r a b l e  in t h a t  it w o u l d  g i v e  the C o u r t  S y s t e m  a n o t h e r  j u d g e  w h o  
could be  p l a c e d  in an a r e a  w h e r e  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to be a n e ed, but they 
r e a l l y  d o  n o t  s e n s e  a n e e d  in K e t c h i k a n  at this time.

T h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  at *1:10 p.m.
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I
R e p l a c i n g  a D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e  in K e t c h i k a n  

W i t h  an A d d i t i o n a l  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e

M e t h o d o l o g y : We u s e d  a c a s e  w e i g h t i n g  m o d e l  f o r  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .
C a s e  w e i g h t i n g  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  in C a l i f o r n i a ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
a n d  in t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  to e v a l u a t e  j u d i c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
T h e  m o d e l  c o m p u t e s  j u d g e s  r e q u i r e d  by a p p l y i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f o r m u l a .

J u d g e s  = B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d  p e r  Y e a r  to 
R e q u i r e d  D i s p o s e  o f  all C a s e s

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  Per J u d g e  P e r  Y e a r

In c o m p u t i n g  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  P e r  Y e a r ,  w e  h a v e  u s e d  d a t a  
g a t h e r e d  in A n c h o r a g e  t h a t  c o m p i l e d  b e n c h  t i m e  b y  t y p e  o f  c a s e  
b y  w h e r e  t h e  c a s e  w a s  d i s p o s e d  o f  (e.g., t r i a l ) .  W e  h a v e  a d d e d  
15 p e r c e n t  to t h e  A n c h o r a g e  f i g u r e s  to r e f l e c t  e c o n o m i c s  of s c a l e  
in t h e  l a r g e r  c o u r t s  in A n c h o r a g e  t h a t  do n o t  e x i s t  in t h e  s m a l l e r  
c o u r t s  of  K e t c h i k a n .

In c o m p u t i n g  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  P e r  Y e a r ,  w e  u s e d  t h e  s a m e  
c o m p u t a t i o n s  as d o n e  in the N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  S t a t e  C o u r t  s t u d y  
o f  t h e  K i n g  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s .  Wc d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h i s  s t u d y  
f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s  s p e c i f i c  to A l a s k a .

1. W e  d e d u c t e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  fi v e  days p e r  y e a r  f o r  j u d i c i a l  
c o n f e r e n c e s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e ,  e t c .

2. W e  i n c l u d e d  an a l l o w a n c e  for t r a v e l  to r e f l e c t  t h e  " c i r c u i t  
r i d i n g "  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  j u d g e s .  J u d g e  K e e n e ' s  t r a v e l  t o  
o t h e r  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t s  c o u r t s  is n e c e s s i t a t e d
v.iien t r i a l s  o c c u r  at m a g i s t r a t e ' s  p o s t s  a n d  w h e n  J u d g e  
W i l l i a m s  is c h a l l e n g e d  in J u n e a u .  J u d g e  S c h u l t z ' s  t r a v e l  
is m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  m o r e  o u t s i d e  h i s  d i s t r i c t .

3. T h e  K i n g  C o u n t y  S t u d y  u s e d  a f i g u r e  o f  f i v e  h o u r s  p e r  
d a y  on  t h e  b e n c h .  H o w e v e r ,  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h o s e  j u d g e s  was e x t e n s i v e .  W e  h a v e  us e d
4 1/2 h o u r s  in the D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  and 4 h o u r s  in the 
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t .  T h e  l o w e r  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  f i g u r e  r e f l e c t s  
t h e  g r e a t e r  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  c a s e s  in t h a t  c o u r t .  The 
A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  a r c  20 h o u r s  p e r  
w e e k  o r  f o u r  h o u r s  p e r  day.



R e s u l t s : 81 p e r c e n t  o f  a D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e ’s t i m e  a n d  72 p e r c e n t
o f  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e ’s t i m e  are r e q u i r e d  iti K e t c h i k a n .  T h e s e  
f i g u r e s  a r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  low in that the a s s u m p t i o n  o f  a s i x  
p e r c e n t  c a l e n d a r i n g  s l a c k  ( c a l e n d a r i n g  i n e f f i c i e n c y )  is i d e a l l y  low. 
If c a l e n d a r i n g  s l a c k  is h i g h e r ,  t h e n  m o r e  j u d g e  t i m e  w i l l  be n e e d e d .  
H o w e v e r ,  for t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  it is i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  
t h a t ,  in a n y  case, a g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of a D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e ' s  
t i n e  is n e e d e d  t h a n  f o r  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e .

C o n c l u s i o n : It w o u l d  n o t  s e e m  a d v i s a b l e  to r e p l a c e  t h e  D i s t r i c t
C o u r t  j u d g e  at K e t c h i k a n  w i t h  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e  b e c a u s e :

*

1. T h e  n e w  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e  w o u l d  h a v e  to s p e n d  m o r e ,  
t h a n  80 p e r c e n t  of  h i s  t i n e  on D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  m a t t e r s ;  
a n d

2. T h e  c u r r e n t  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  n o t  
e v e n  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e ' s  time.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s : If it h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t
j u d g e  in K e t c h i k a n  is n o t  o p t i m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e a r  a l l  m a t t e r s ,  
t h e n  J u d g e  S c h u l t z ' s  t r a v e l  t i m e  to o t h e r  c o u r t s  s h o u l d  b e  d e c r e a s e d .
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S e c t i o n  A. D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  

J u d g e s  R e q u i r e d

J u d g e  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e : T a b l e  A-l p r o v i d e s  t h i s  c o m p u t a t i o n .  T h e r e  
are 4 9 , 1 4 0  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  a v a i l a b l e  p e r  y e a r  in 
K e t c h i k a n .

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  p e r  C a s e : T a b l e  A-2 s h o w s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e
B e n c h  T i m e  s t u d y .  T h e  la s t  c o l u m n  i n c r e a s e s  a v e r a g e  t i m e  b y  15 
p e r c e n t  to r e f l e c t  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  e c o n o m i e s  e x p e c t e d  in l a r g e r  
c o u r t s  b u t  n o t  p r e s e n t  in s m a l l e r  c o u r t s .

M a x i m u m  D i s p o s i t i o n s : -In the l o n g  run, we c a n n o t  e x p e c t  a c o u r t  to
d i s p o s e  o f  m o r e  c a s e s  t h a n  are f i l e d .  T a b l e  A - 3  s h o w s  f i l i n g s  by  
c a s e  t y p e  in the K e t c h i k a n  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  in 1 9 7 6 .  T h e  m a x i m u m  
d i s p o s i t i o n  w e  can e x p e c t ,  t h e n ,  is the n u m b e r s  o f  c a s e s  f i l e d  (3598).

*

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d : T a b l e s  A - 4  t h r o u g h  A - 7  c o m p u t e  b e n c h  m i n u t e s
r e q u i r e d  f o r  the f o u r  t y p e s  o f  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  c a s e s .  E a c h  t a b l e  
c o m p r i s e s  t h e  s a m e  format, w h i c h  i n c l u d e s :

C o l u m n  (1) - T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e s  at w h i c h  a c a s e  can 
t e r m i n a t e .  T h e  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  the s t a g e  of d i s p o s i t i o n  
(e.g., t r i a ^ ) ,  t h e  m o r e  b e n c h  t i m e  t h a t  c a n  be e x p e c t e d  t o  be 
e x p e n d e d .

C o l u m n  (2) - P e r c e n t  o f  1 9 7 6  d i s p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  t e r m i n a t e d  
at e a c h  s t a g e .

C o l u m n  (3) - T h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  in C o l u m n  (2) a p p l i e d  to  t h e  
t o t a l  c a s e s  f i l e d  ( m a x i m u m  d i s p o s i t i o n )  in 1976. T h u s  in 
T a b l e  A - 4 ,  C o l u m n  (2) s h o w s  63 p e r c e n t  o f  1 9 7 6  m i s d e m e a n o r s  
w e r e  t e r m i n a t e d  at t h e  a r r a i g n m e n t  s t a g e .  M a x i m u m  d i s p o s i t i o n  
for m i s d e m e a n o r s  w a s  896. 896 t i m e s  0 . 6 3  e q u a l s  t h e  564 c a s e s
s h o w n  f o r  a r r a i g n m e n t  in C o l u m n  (3).

C o l u m n  (4) - A v e r a g e  t i m e  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  f r o m  the r i g h t  
h a n d  c o l u m n  of  T a b l e  A-2.

C o l u m n  (5) - T o t a l  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  r e q u i r e d  c o m p u L e d  b y  m u l t i p l y i n g  
e a c h  r o w  in C o l u m n  (3) b y  its c o u n t e r p a r t  in C o l u m n  (4).

J u d g es R e q u i r e d : T a b l e  A - 8 s u m s  the c o m p u t e d  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  r e q u i r e d
in T a b l e s  A - 4  t h r o u g h  A-7. A t o t a l  of s o m e  f o r t y  t h o u s a n d  b e n c h  
m i n u t e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  R e f e r r i n g  to T a b l e  A- l ,  w e  see t h a t  t h e r e  are 

4 9 , 1 4 0  j u d g e  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  a v a i l a b l e  p e r  y e a r  in the K e t c h i k a n  
D i s t r i c t  C o u x t .  D i v i d i n g  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  r e q u i r e d  by b e n c h  m i n u t e s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  see th a t  0.81 d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .
S t a t e d  a n o t h e r  way, 81 p e r c e n t  o f  a D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e ' s  t i m e  is 
r e q u i r e d  to p r o c e s s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  m a t t e r s  in K e t c h i k a n .



C o m p u t a t i o n  of  J u d g e  
M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  p e r  Y e a r  
K e t c h i k a n  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t

1

2

3.

4,

C o u r t  D a y s  p e r  Y e a r  

D e d u c t i b l e  D a y s

2 /
a. A n n u a l  L e a v e -  t .

b. S i c k  L e a v e

c. C o n f e r e n c e s ,  o u t s i d e  t r a v e l ,  etc 

3/

ZI57 

0 7  

O 7

4/

d. T r a v e l

e. A l l o w a n c e  f o r  c a l e n d a r i n g -

f. O t h e r

g. T o t a l  D e d u c t i b l e  D a y s

J u d g e  D a y s  A v a i l a b l e

5/
J u d g e  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e -  
( I t e m  3 t i m e s  270)

0 7

/  2 5 0 / '
1/

0 1 7

0 2 7

/ M 5 7

2 /  R e f e r e n c e  " A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  K i n g  C o u n t y  

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s , "  N C S C ,  8 / 2 8 / 7 5  pp. 144, 145.

y /  J u d g e  K e e n e  has 10 y e a r s  s e r v i c e .

3/ M i n i m u m  t r a v e l  6 d a y s ;  m o d e r a t e  t r a v e l  15 d a y s ;  h e a v y  

t r a v e l  30 d ays.

4/ C a s e  s e t t i n g s ,  c o n t i n u a n c e s ,  e t c . - - 6 % as s h o w n  in the K i n g  

C o u n t y  S t u d y  (see 1/ a b o v e ) .

5/ A s s u m i n g  4 - 1 / 2  b e n c h  h o u r s ,  or 2 7 0  m i n u t e s  p e r  day.



T a b l e  A - 2

T y p e  C a s e  

M i s d e m e a n o r

C i v i l

T r a f f i c

F e l o n y

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  in the A n c h o r a g e
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t

% C a s e s A v e r a g e
At T h i s T i m e 1 5 %

T e r m i n a t i o n  S t a g e S t a g e ( M i n .) L e e w a y

1 . P r i o r  to F i r s t
•

A p p e a r a n c e 5% 3 . 8 4.4
2 . A r r a i g n m e n t 4 3% 4 . 6 5.3
3. P r i o r  to C o m p l e t i o n

o f  T r i a l 47% 1 5 . 2 1 7 . 5
4 . T r i a l 5% 251 . 8 2 8 9 . 6

T o t a l 1 0 0 % 2 1 . 4 2 4 . 6

1 . P r i o r  to A n s w e r 6 6 % 0 . 3 0.3
2 . P r i o r  to C o m p l e t i o n

of T r i a l 15% 0 . 9 1 . 0
3. T r i a l 19% 33. 8 3 8 . 9

T o t a l 1 0 0 % 6 . 6 7.6

1 . P r i o r  to F i r s t
A p p e a r a n c e 43% 0 . 1 0 . 1

2 . A r r a i g n m e n t 53% 2 . 0 2 . 3
3. P r i o r  to C o m p l e t i o n *

o f  T r i a l 2% 4 . 6 5.3
4. T r i a l 2% 2 9 . 5 3 3 . 9

T o t a l 1 0 0 % 1 . 9 2 . 2

1 . P r i o r  to F i r s t
A p p e a r a n c e 7% 1 . 6 1 . 8

2 . A r r a i g n m e n t • 3% 6 . 5 7.5
3. P r e l i m i n a r y  H e a r -

i ng 1 2 % 4 8 . 3 5 5 . 5
4 . P r e h e a r i n g - - R e­

s o l v e d  in D i s t r i c t

C o u r t 59% 1 5 . 2 1 7 . 5
5. P r e h e a r i n g - - S u p e r -

c e d e d  b y  I n d i c t­ •

m e n t 1 9% 9 . 7 1 1 . 2
To ta 1 10 0 % 17.1 1 9 . 7



T a b l e  A - 3

M a x i m u m  1 9 7 6  D i s p o s i t i o n s  

( F i l i n g s )  f o r  K e t c h i k a n  D i s t r i c t  

C o u r t

F e l o n y  64

T r a f f i c  2 , 3 5 4

M i s d e m e a n o r  8 9 5

C i v i l  284

T o t a l :  3 , 5 9 8



M i s d e m e a n o r  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

(1)_____________  (2)_________ ; (3) • f 4 ) ____________ (5)
• %  o f  1 P) 7  (S I P r n i  orl ! A V  n  r  o H r» To-f-n1

' T e r m i n a t i o n  
S t a g e

! !

% o f  1 9 7 6  f P r o j e c t e d  

D i s p o s i t i o n s  1976 C a s e s  
at t h a t  i at t h a t  
S t a g e  i S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l
B e n c h

M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

1
P r i o r  to F i r s t  

A p p e a r a n c e .04 36 4 . 4 1 5 8 . 4

A r r a i g n m e n t .63 564 5 . 3 2 , 9 8 9 . 2
i

P r i o r  t o  C o m p l e t i o n  
o f  T r i a l .28 251

.
1 7 . 5 4 , 3 9 2 . 5

T r i a l —  .05 45 289. 6 1 3 , 0 3 2 . 0

T o t a l • o o 8 9 6
!

2 0 , 5 7 2 . 1  !

T a b l e A- 5
• ■

F e l o n y  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

c n (2) (3) (4) C5)
i

T e r m i n a t i o n
S t a g e

% o f  1 9 7 6  j P r o j e c t e d  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  1 9 7 6  C a s e s  

at t h a t  j at t h a t  
S t a g e  i S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  for

•

D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l
B e n c h

M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

---  —  ' *....  ' . "

P r i o r  to F i r s t  
A p p e a r a n c e .13 8 1 . 8 1 4 . 4

A r r a i g n m e n t . 0 2 1 7 . 5 7 . 5

P r e l i m i n a r y  H e a r i n g .27 17 5 5 . 5 9 4 3 .  5

P r e h e a r i n g - - R e s o l v e d  

in D i s t r i c t  C o u r t .35 22
-

1 7 . 5 3 8 5 . 0

P r e h e a r i n g - - S up  e r - 
c e d e d  by I n d i c t m e n t .23

i  -

16
1

1 1 . 2 1 7 9 . 2

T o t a l

oo
•

i—i 64 1 , 5 2 9 . 6



T r a f f i c  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

C D  (2 ) (3) (4) (5)

.
1

T e r m i n a t i o n
S t a g e

% o f  1 9 7 6  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  

at th a t  
S t a g e

Proj e c t e d  

1976 C a s e s  
at t h a t  
S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

Dispos>i t i o n

T o t a l
B e n c h

M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

P r i o r  to F i r s t  
A p p e a r a n c e

. 33 777 C. 1 7 . 8

A r r a i g n m e n t , - .44 1 , 0 3 6 2 . 3 2 , 3 8 2 . 8

P r i o r  to C o m p l e t i o n  
o f  T r i a l .05 118 5 . 3 . 6 2 5 . 4

T r i a l .18 4 2 3 3 3 . 9 1 4 , 3 3 9 . 7

T o t a l 1 . 0 0 2 , 3 5 4 1 7 , 3 5 5 . 7

T a b l e  A - 7  

C i v i l  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

C D ________________ (2)__________ C3) '(A) ______(5)
*7 P. " r* n ____ • _ _ .1 \ j» _ .  " ___ _. “ n«

; T e r m i n a t i o n  
S t a g e

t

% o f  19 7 6  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  

at th a t  
S t a g e

P r o j e c t e d  i A v e r a g e  

1 9 7 6  Casesj T i m e  f o r  
at t h a t  j 
S t a g e  j D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l

B e n c h
M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

j P r i o r  to A n s w e r .79 224 0 . 3 6 7 . 2
s
• P r i o r  to C o m p l e t i o n  

of  T r i a l
i

.17 49 1 . 0

3 8 . 9

49. 0

; T r i a l
i

. 04 » • 4 2 7 . $

i
; T o t a l 1 . 00 284 — 5 4 4 . 1



K e t c h i k a n  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  
J u d g e s  R e q u i r e d

. - B e n c h  M i n u t e s  J u d g e s
T y p e  C a s e  R e q u i r e d  R e q u i r e d *

M i s d e m e a n o r  2 0 , 5 7 2 . 1  0 . 4 2

F e l o n y  1 , 5 2 9 . 6  0 . 0 3

T r a f f i c  1 7 , 3 5 5 . 7  0 . 3 5

C i v i l  _____5 4 4 . 1  0.01

T o t a l  4 0 , 0 0 1 . 5  0 . 8 1

* B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d  d i v i d e d  by 4 9 , 1 4 0  J u d g e  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  

( T a b l e  A - l ) .



S e c t i o n  B. S u p e r i o r  Court 
Judges R equired

J u d g e  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e : T a b l e  B-l p r o v i d e s  t h i s  c o m p u t a t i o n .  T h e
c r i t e r i o n  o f  o n l y  f o u r  h o u r s  a d a y  on the b e n c h  f o r  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
j u d g e  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A B A  s t a n d a r d s  of 20 h o u r s  p e r  w eek. M o r e  
h o u r s  o f f  t h e  b e n c h  a r e  r e q u i r e d  for S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e s  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  c o m p l e x i t y  of c a s e s  h a n d l e d .  T h i s  g r e a t e r  c o m p l e x i t y  
l e a d s  to m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  and c o m p l e x  m o t i o n  p r a c t i c e  a n d  r e v i e w .  T h e r e  
a r e  4 0 , 0 8 0  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  a v a i l a b l e  p e r  j u d g e  p e r  y e a r  
in K e t c h i k a n .

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  p e r  C a s e : T a b l e  B-2 s h ows the r e s u l t  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e -
B e n c h  T i m e  S t u d y .  T h e  last c o l u m n  i n c r e a s e s  A n c h o r a g e  t i m e  b y  IS 
p e r c e n t  to r e f l e c t  p r o c e s s i n g  e c o n o m i e s  e x p e c t e d  in l a r g e r  c o u r t s  
b u t  n o t  p r e s e n t  in s m a l l e r  c o u r t s .

M a x i m u m  D i s p o s i t i o n : T a b l e  B-3 s h o w s  that, h a d  all 1 9 7 6  c a s e s  f i l e d
b e e n  d i s p o s e d  of, w e  w o u l d  h a v e  had a m a x i m u m  o f  550 S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
d i s p o s i t i o n s  at K e t c h i k a n  in 1976.

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d : T a b l e s  B-4 t h r o u g h  B - 8  p r o v i d e  the s a m e
c o m p u t a t i o n s  as e x p l a i n e d  for T a b l e s  A-4 t h r o u g h  A-7. T h e  o n l y  
d i f f e r e n c e  is in P r o b a t e  c a s e s  and C h i l d r e n ' s  M a t t e r s  w h i c h  a r e  
u n i q u e  in n a t u r e .  In t h e s e  c a s e s ,  t i m e s  v a r y  m o r e  by t y p e  of c a s e  
t h a n  b y  t h e  s t a g e  w h e r e  the c a s e  is t e r m i n a t e d .

J u d g es R e q u i r e d : T a b l e  B-9 s h o w s  c o m p u t e d  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  r e q u i r e d
in T a b l e s  B-4 t h r o u g h  B 8 . S o m e  3 0 , 0 0 0  b e n c h  m i n u t e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  
T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  72 p e r c e n t  of  a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e ’s time.



C o m p u t a t i o n  of Judge 
M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  per Y e a r  
K e t c h i k a n  S u p e r i o r  Court

1. C o u r t  D a y s  p e r  Y e a r

2. D e d u c t i b l e  D a y s

2 / . -    _
a. A n n u a l  L e a v e —  Z A Q 7

b. S i c k  L e a v e  f ~ S ?

c. C o n f e r e n c e s ,  o u t s i d e  travel, e t c . / 57

d. T r a v e l — ^ /307

4/ ,____.
e.' A l l o w a n c e  for c a l e n d a r i n g —  /IS/

f. O t h e r  f 7

g. T o t a l  D e d u c t i b l e  Days

3. J u d g e  D a y s  A v a i l a b l e

5/
4. J u d g e  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e -  

( I t e m  3 t i m e s  240)

1 / R e f e r e n c e  " A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s , "  8 / 2 8 / 7 5  pp. 144, 145.

K i n g C o u n t y

2 / 30 f o r  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e s . •

3/ M i n i m u m  t r a v e l  6 d a y s ;  m o d e r a t e  t r a v e l  15 
t r a v e l  30 d a ys.

d a y s  ; h e a v y

1 / C a s e  s e t t i n g s ,  c o n t i n u a n c e s ,  e t c . - - 6 % as s h o w n  
C o u n t y  S t u d y  (see 1/ a b o v e ) .

in t h e  K i n g

5/ A s s u m i n g  4 b e n c h  h o u r s ,  or  240 m i n u t e s  p e r d a y .

f25£L / -f

0 3 7

U S D

O M M J



T a b l e  B-2

T y p e  C a s e  

Pel o n y

D o m e s t i c
R e l a t i o n s

P r o b a t e

O t h e r  C i v i l

C h i 1 d r e n  1 s 
Ma t t e r s

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  in the A n c h o r a g e
S u p e r i o r C o u r t

% C a s e s A v e r a g e 1 5 %
At T h i s T i m e L e e w a y

T e r m i n a t i o n  S t a g e S t a g e (Min.) ( M i n . )

1. A r r a i g n m e n t 5% 1 0 '8 . 9 1 2 5 . 2
2. P r e t r i a l 83% 7 9 . 3 9 1 . 2
3. T r i a l 8 % 787. 8 9 0 6 .  0
4. O t h e r 4% 43. S 5 0 . 0

T o t a l 1 0 0 % 1 3 6 . 0

1 . Trial.. 57% 39. 5 4 5.4
2 . O t h e r 4 3% • 5 . 7 6 . 6

T o t a l 1 0 0 % 25. 0 -

1 . A d o p t i o n 34% 1 1 . 4 1 3 . 1
2 . E s t a t e s 3 0% 1 3 . 2 1 5 . 2
3. G u a r d i a n s h i p s 1 % 30. 5 35. 1
4. C o n s e r v a t o r s h i p s 19% 1 5 . 3 1 7 . 6
5. S a n i t y 16% 39. 7 4 5 . 7

T ot al 1 0 0 % 1 7 . 4 -

1 . B e f o r e  A n s w e r 6 5% 4 . 1 4 . 7
2 . P r e t r i  a 1 2 7% 7 . 3 8.4
3. T r i a l 8 % 528. 3 6 0 7 .  5

T o t a l 1 0 0 % 4 7 . 0

1. D e p e n d e n c y 14% 55. 9 64 . 3
?. D e l i n q u e n c y 8 6 % 60. 8 69  . 9

T o t  a 1 1 0 0 % 60. 1 —



>«

T a b l e  B-3

M a x i m u m  1 9 7 6  D i s p o s i t i o n s  

( F i l i n g s )  f o r  K e t c h i k a n  S u p e r i o r  

C o u r t

F e l o n y  33

D o m e s t i c  R e l a t i o n s  2 4 9

P r o b a t e  76

O t h e r  C i v i l  80

C h i l d r e n ' s  M a t t e r s  112

T o t a l :  5 5 0



T a b l e  B-4 

F e l o n y  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

(1)______________________ (2_)____________ (3)_____________ (4)______________C51

! • •T e r m i n a t i o n
S t a g e

% of 19 7 6  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  

at t h a t  
S t a g e

Proj e c t e d  
19 7 6  C a s e s  
at t h a t  
S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l  
B e n  ch 

M i n u t e s  
R e q u i r e d

A r r a i g n m e n t .23 7 125. 2 8 7 6 . 4

P r e t r i a l . 4S 16 91. 2 1 , 4 5 9 . 2

T r i a l . 20 7 906. 0 6 , 3 4 2 . 0

O t h e r .09 3 5 0 . 0 1 5 0 . 0

T o t a l .1 . 00 33 — 8 , 8 2 7 . 6

T a b l e B-5

D o m e s t i  c R e l a t i o n s  B e n c h  M i n u t e s R e q u i r e d

C D  _______ (2) (3) (4) C5)

T  • ■T e r m i n a t i o n
S t a g e

% of  1 9 7 6  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  

at th a t  
S t a g e

Proj e c t e d  
19 7 6  C a s e s  
at th a t  
S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l
B e n c h

M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

T r i a l .48 1 20 4 5 . 4 5 , 4 4 8 . 0

0 1 h e r . 52 129 6 . 6 8 5 1 . 4

T o t a l 1 . 0 0 249
.... .. ~ 6 , 2 9 9 . 4



T a b i c  B - 6 

P r o b a t e  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

(A)_____________________C2)__________  (3) (4) (5")
9- ^  S  1 n  "7 c . n ___ i I  ^ :---

T y p e  C a s e
% of 1976 

D i s p o s i t i o n s  
at that 
S t a g e

Proj ect ed 
1976 C a s e s  
at t h a t  
S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l
B e n c h

M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

A d o p t i o n . 37 28 1 3 . 1 3 6 6 . 8

E s t a t e s .41 31 1 5 . 2 •4 7 1 . 2

G u a r d i a n s h i p . 0 1 1 35. 1 3 5 . 1

C o n s e r v a t o r s h i p . 1 1 8 1 7 . 6  . 1 4 0 . 84

S a n i t y . 1 0 8 4 5.7 3 6 5 . 6

T o t a l 1.00 76 — 1 , 3 7 9 . 5

T a b l e  B-7

O t h e r  C i v i l  B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d

(1 ) C2) C 3) (4) CS)

T e r m i n a t i o n
S t a g e

% o f  1 9 7 6  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  

at t h a t  
S t a g e

Proj e c t e d  
19 7 6  C a s e s  
at th a t  
S t a g e

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

D i s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l
B e n c h

M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

B e f o r e  A n s w e r .73 58 4 . 7 2 7 2 . 6

P i e t r i a l .18 15 8 . 4 1 2 6 . 0

T r i a l . 09 7 6 0 7  . 5 4 , 2 5 2 . 5

T o t a l 1. 0 0 80 - 4 , 6 5 1 . 1



V -

b
T a b l e B- 8

C h i l d r e n ' s M a t t e r s  B e n c h  M i n u t e s R e q u i r e d

(1) (2) (3) (4) ( 5 }

T y p e  C a s e

% of  19 7 6  
D i s p o s i t i o n s  

at that 
S t a g e

Proj e cted 
1976 C a s e s  
at that 
S tage

A v e r a g e  
T i m e  f o r

Di s p o s i t i o n

T o t a l

B e n c h
M i n u t e s
R e q u i r e d

D e p e n d e n c y . 06 7 64. 3 4 5 0 . 1

D e l i n q u e n c y
. -  ' 9 4

105 6 9 . 9 7 , 3 3 9 . 5

T o t a l 1 . 0 0 112 7 , 7 8 9 . 6

T a b l e  B-9

K e t c h i k a n  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
J u d g e s  R e q u i r e d

T y p e C a s e  

F e l o n y

D o m e s t i c  R e l a t i o n s  

P r o b a t e  

O t h e r  C i v i l  

C h i l d r e n ' s  M a t t e r s  

To t al

B e n c h  M i n u t e s  
R e q u i r e d

8 , 8 2 7 . 6

6 . 2 9 9 . 4

1 . 3 7 9 . 5  

4, 6 5 1 . 1

7 . 7 8 9 . 6  

2 8 , 9 4 7 . 2

J u d g e s
R e q u i r e d *

0 . 2 2  

0 . 1 6  

0 . 0 3  

0 . 1 2  

0 . 19 

0. 72

* B e n c h  M i n u t e s  R e q u i r e d  d i v i d e d  by 4 0 , 0 8 0  J u d g e  M i n u t e s  A v a i l a b l e  

(T a b l e  B - l).
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