


Y e a r  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  in A n c h o r a g e  M a y  6 - 8 ,  1977. A s  such, 
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  the e x p r e s s i o n  of w o m e n  fr om  all p ar ts  of 
A l a sk a,  from d i v e r s e  social, e c o n o m i c  a nd c u l t u r a l  b a c kg ro u nd s.

F o r  f u r t he r information, c o n t a c t  J a n e t  B r a d l e y  at 465-3566.



We, the undersigned, urge yo u r  ^ i m p o r t  o f  House to the right ..ofL

. a j , c  f . . a ^ i a l ^ n t j d m e  to appear *p q  of th c _ d p fondant,

r d n vj.ctcd o f the crime. M a n y  women, in particular, have been denied this opportunity, 

r e s u l t i n g  in t^ieTr~3Tsi7ay and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi t h  the"wrist-slap" sentences sometimes 

g i v e n  r a p ists and bat t e r e r s  in the v i c t i m ' s  absence.
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Cham bers o f 
TH O M A S 0 . S C H U L Z , Judge

Jjmpcrtnr (Eourt

Js>taic of ,Alashn
F IR S T  JU D IC IA L  D IS T R IC T  

415 M AIN S T R E E T , ROOM 402 

K E T C H IK A N , A L A S K A  99901

F e b r u a r y  25, 1977

Mr. J o h n  S u n d  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

Re: H B  177

D e a r  J ohn:

I h a v e  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  18. T h e  m a t t e r  o f  v i c t i m s  
a p p e a r i n g  a t  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  at the l a s t  
C o n f e r e n c e  of A l a s k a  J u d g e s ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  m i n u t e s  
of t h a t  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  hand, i t  is m y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  ju d g e s  
d i d  v o t e  in f a v o r  of a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e n­
t e n c i n g  j u d g e  s h o u l d ,  as a g e n e r a l  r u l e  t h r o u g h  the D i v i s i o n  of 
C o r r e c t i o n s ,  m a k e  s o m e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the v i c t i m  of n o t  o n l y  v i o l e n t  
c r i m e s ,  b u t  a l s o  p r o p e r t y  o f f e n s e s  w h e n  it s e e m e d  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
to a d v i s e  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  t h e  t i m e  s e t  f o r  s e n t e n c i n g  a n d  the fa c t  
t h a t  v i c t i m  c o u l d  a p p e a r  a n d  o f f e r  c o m m e n t s  if he w i s h e d .  T h a t  
r e s o l u t i o n  was a l s o  d i r e c t e d  to e f f o r t s  to g e t  the i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  to a p p e a r  at the s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s .  The 
s e n s e  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  at t h e  J u d g e ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t h a t  the 
e x t e n t  o f  c o m m e n t s  b y  e i t h e r  the i n v e s t i g a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  o r  the 
v i c t i m s  w o u l d  be  p r e t t y  m u c h  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  the t r i a l  judge, 
a n d  o u r  t h o u g h t ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  w a s  to g e t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a t  the s e n­
t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g  s o  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a n  idea w h a t  h a p p e n s  to the 
o f f e n d e r  a n d  w h y  as w e l l  as to o f f e r  c o m m e n t s  if a s k e d  b y  the 
j u d g e .

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t n a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be a n y  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to 
HB  177 o n  the p a r t  of  the c o u r t  syst e m .  I t h i n k  m a n y  of the t r i a l  
j u d g e s  are s e n s i t i v e  t o  the n e e d  to  h a v e  s o m e  w a y  n o t  o n l y  for the 
v i c t i m  to e x p r e s s  his or h e r  t h o u g h t s  o n  the o f f e n s e  and p e r h a p s  
on a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e n t e n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  as a m a t t e r  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
to a l l o w  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  to h a v e  some d i r e c t  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  b y  t h e  cou r t .
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Mr. J o h n  S u n d  
F e b r u a r y  25, 1977 
P a g e  2

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  a b o u t  a s k i n g  for r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
as to  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  I do h a v e  s o m e  p e r s o n a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  
that. In t h o s e  c a s e s  in w h i c h  t h e  v i c t i m ,  p r o b a b l y  w i t h  some 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  has s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  w h a t  s h o u l d  h a p p e n  to 
t h e  o f f e n d e r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s k i n g  f o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o u l d  
w e l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to t u r n i n g  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n t o  a 
s h o u t i n g  m a t c h  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  of a n y  r e a l  b e n e f i t  to t h e  judge.
A s  a p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  I do n o t  a s k  e i t h e r  d e f e n s e  c o u n s e l  or 
the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  for a n y  s p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  or. a 
s e n t e n c e .  I a m  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the 
d e f e n d a n t  a n d  t h e  o f f e n s e  a n d  I h a v e  f o u n d  the N u m b e r s  G a m e  
p l a y e d  b y  c o u n s e l  f o r  e i t h e r  si d e  to b e  of no p a r t i c u l a r  b e n e f i t  
t o  the court.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

T h o m a s  E. S c h u l z
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g
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T h e s e  s i g n a t u r e s  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o m e n ' s  
Y e a r  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  in A n c h o r a g e  M a y  6 - 8 ,  1977. A s  such, 
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  w o m e n  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  of 
A l a s k a ,  f r o m  d i v e r s e  social, e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s .

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  J a n e t  B r a d l e y  at 4 6 5 - 3 5 6 6 .
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We, the undersigned, urge your jLUPPPrt o f House Bill— LIT-.,jrj?Jnting t o  the rig h t,_a£. 

jT.vigtijii-Qf-^-^iolent crime to a p p e a r a n d l r oromant-at-J:hfi_sc-ntoneiria_pf the, defendant^ 
convicted o f the crime. Man y  women, in particular, have been denied this opportunity, 

resulting in t!TeTrr dismay and dissatisfaction wi t h  the"wrist-slap" sentences sometimes 

given rapists and batterers in the victim's absence.
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A UrU District >? [

Superio r dn u rt
^ t a t c  of (A laslta

F IR S T  JU D IC IA L  D IS T R IC T  

415  M AIN  S T R E E T , ROOM  402 

K E T C H IK A N , A L A S K A  99901

t h o m a s  e .  s c H U L z r Judge F e b r u a r y  25, 1977

Mr. J o h n  S u n d  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

Re: H B  177

D e a r  J o h n :

I h a v e  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  18. T h e  m a t t e r  o f  v i c t i m s  
a p p e a r i n g  a t  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  A l a s k a  J u d g e s ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  m i n u t e s  
of t h a t  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  h a n d ,  it  is m y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  j u d g e s  
d i d  v o t e  in f a v o r  o f  a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e n­
t e n c i n g  j u d g e  s h o u l d ,  a s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of 
C o r r e c t i o n s ,  m a k e  s o m e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  n o t  o n l y  v i o l e n t  
c r i m e s ,  b u t  a l s o  p r o p e r t y  o f f e n s e s  w h e n  it s e e m e d  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
to a d v i s e  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  t h e  t i m e  s e t  for s e n t e n c i n g  a n d  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  v i c t i m  c o u l d  a p p e a r  a n d  o f f e r  c o m m e n t s  i f  he w i s h e d .  T h a t  
r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  to e f f o r t s  to  g e t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t o  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s .  T h e  
s e n s e  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  at t h e  J u d g e ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t h a t  the 
e x t e n t  o f  c o m m e n t s  b y  e i t h e r  the i n v e s t i g a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  o r  the 
v i c t i m s  w o u l d  b e  p r e t t y  m u c h  at t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  the t r i a l  ju d g e ,  
a n d  o u r  t h o u g h t ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  w a s  to g e t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  at t h e  s e n­
t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g  so t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  an idea w h a t  h a p p e n s  to the 
o f f e n d e r  a n d  w h y  a s  w e l l  a s  to o f f e r  c o m m e n t s  if a s k e d  b y  the 
judge.

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be a n y  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to 
IIB 177 o n  the p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m .  I t h i n k  m a n y  o f  t h e  t r i a l  
j u d g e s  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  the n e e d  t o  h a v e  s o m e  w a y  n o t  o n l y  for t h e  
v i c t i m  to e x p r e s s  h i s  o r  h e r  t h o u g h t s  on  the o f f e n s e  a n d  p e r h a p s  
o n  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e n t e n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  as a m a t t e r  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
t o  a l l o w  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  to h a v e  s o m e  d i r e c t  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  b y  the c o u r t .



M r .  J o h n  S u n d  
F e b r u a r y  25, 1 9 7 7  
P a g e  2

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  a b o u t  a s k i n g  for r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
a s  to  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  I d o  h a v e  s o m e  p e r s o n a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  
t h a t .  I n  t h o s e  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v i c t i m ,  p r o b a b l y  w i t h  some 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  h a s  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  w h a t  s h o u l d  h a p p e n  to 
t h e  o f f e n d e r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s k i n g  f o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o u l d  
w e l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t u r n i n g  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n t o  a 
s h o u t i n g  m a t c h  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  of any r e a l  b e n e f i t  to t h e  judge.
A s  a p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  I do n o t  a s k  e i t h e r  d e f e n s e  c o u n s e l  o r  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  f o r  a n y  s p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o n  a 
s e n t e n c e .  I a m  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
d e f e n d a n t  a n d  t h e  o f f e n s e  a n d  I h a v e  f o u n d  the N u m b e r s  G a m e  
p l a y e d  b y  c o u n s e l  f o r  e i t h e r  s i d e  to be o f  no p a r t i c u l a r  b e n e f i t  
t o  t h e  c o u r t .

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

r

S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  Judge'
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F e b r u a r y  18, 1977

J u d g e  T o m  S c h u l t z
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  ---
F o u r t h  F l o o r  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Bldg. 
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 99 01

D e a r  J u d g e  S c h u l t z :

• •• --------

E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  of H B  177 r e l a t i n g  to the r i g h t  of 
a v i c t i m  o f  a  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  to a p p e a r  at the s e n t e n c i n g  
o f . t h e  d e f e n d a n t  c o n v i c t e d  o f  the crime. I w o u l d  a p p r e­
ci a t e  y o u r  c o m m e n t  on t h e ' b i l l  a n d  w h e t h e r  y o u  feel there 
is a n y  d e e p  o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  -fcfte court s y s t e m  to g r a n t i n g  
th e v i c t i m  that::.rightL>^:^j^s3'

ring a r o u n d  that theI h a v e  a l s o  heard-some^ruiffbTs
j u d g e s ,  at t h e i r  l at es t coh£eT*g&ce, p a s s e d  o ut a r e s o l u­
ti o n  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  r i g h t s  of “VjJctims to a p p e a r  at s e n­
t e n c i n g  a n d  a l s o  in an a t t e m p t  t o ’‘dncourag e t he p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s  to a l s o  a t t e n d  the s e n t e n c i n g  h e a r i n g  period.
I f  t h e r e  is a  r e s o l u t i o n  around, I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  it 
i f  y o u  c o u l d  e i t h e r  se n d a c o p y  to m e  or sen d  m e  a n o t e  
as to w h e r e  I c o u l d  o b t a i n  a copy.
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