


Year Conference held in Anchorage May 6-8, 1977. As such,
they represent the expression of women from all parts of
Alaska, from diverse social, economic and cultural backgrounds.

For further information, contact Janet Bradley at 465-3566.



We, the undersigned, urge your ~import of House to the right ..ofL
.aj,c f..a”ial*ntjdme to appear *pq of thc_dpfondant,
rdnvj.ctcd of the crime. Many women, in particular, have been denied this opportunity,
resulting in thieTr~3Tsi7ay and dissatisfaction with the"wrist-slap™ sentences sometimes
given rapists and batterers in the victim"s absence.
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Jjmpcrtnr (Eourt
Js>taic of ,Alashn

FIRSTJUDICIAL DISTRICT
415 MAIN STREET, ROOM 402
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901

Chambers of
THOMAS 0. SCHULZ, Judge February 25, 1977

Mr. John Sund
Administrative Assistant
House Judiciary Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: HB 177
Dear John:

I have your letter of February 18. The matter of victinms
appearing at sentencing proceedings was discussed at the last
Conference of Alaska Judges, and although 1 don"t have the minutes
of that conference at hand, it is my recollection that the judges
did vote in favor of a resolution which suggested that the sen—
tencing judge should, as a general rule through the Division of
Corrections, make some contact with the victim of not only violent
crimes, but also property offenses when it seemed appropriate,
to advise the victim of the time set for sentencing and the fact

that victim could appear and offer comments if he wished. That
resolution was also directed to efforts to get the investigating
police officers to appear at the sentencing proceedings. The

sense of the discussion at the Judge®s Conference was that the
extent of comments by either the investigative officers or the
victims would be pretty much at the discretion of the trial judge,
and our thought, generally, was to get these people at the sen—
tencing proceeding so that they have an idea what happens to the
offender and why as well as to offer comments 1if asked by the
judge.

I don"t think tnat there would be any strong opposition to
HB 177 on the part of the court system. I think many of the trial
judges are sensitive to the need to have some way not only for the
victim to express his or her thoughts on the offense and perhaps
on an appropriate sentence, but also as a matter of communication
to allow those persons to have some direct knowledge of the action
taken by the court.



n? Q@L

Mr. John Sund
February 25, 1977
Page 2

Concerning the provision about asking for recommendations
as to the sentence, | do have some personal reservations about
that. In those cases in which the victim, probably with some
justification, has strong feelings about what should happen to
the offender, 1 believe that asking for recommendations could
well contribute to turning the sentencing proceedings into a
shouting match without being of any real benefit to the judge.
As a practical matter, I do not ask either defense counsel or
the District Attorney for any specific recommendation or. a
sentence. I am primarily interested in information about the
defendant and the offense and 1 have found the Numbers Game
played by counsel for either side to be of no particular benefit
to the court.

Very truly yours,

Thomas E. Schulz
Superior Court Judg

TES:ri
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These signatures were gathered at the International Women's
Year Conference held in Anchorage May 6-8, 1977. As such,
they represent the expression of women from all parts of

Alaska, from diverse social, economic and cultural backgrounds.

For further information, contact Janet Bradley at 465-3566.
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resulting in t!TeTrrdismay and dissatisfaction with the"wrist-slap"”
given rapists and batterers in the victim"s absence.
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FIRSTJUDICIAL DISTRICT
415 MAIN STREET, ROOM 402
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901

thomas e scHULzrJudge February 25, 1977

Mr. John Sund
Administrative Assistant
House Judiciary Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: HB 177
Dear John:

I have your letter of February 18. The matter of victims
appearing at sentencing proceedings was discussed at the last
Conference of Alaska Judges, and although 1 don®t have the minutes
of that conference at hand, it is my recollection that the judges
did vote in favor of a resolution which suggested that the sen—
tencing judge should, as a general rule through the Division of
Corrections, make some contact with the victim of not only violent
crimes, but also property offenses when it seemed appropriate,
to advise the victim of the time set for sentencing and the fact

that victim could appear and offer comments if he wished. That
resolution was also directed to efforts to get the investigating
police officers to appear at the sentencing proceedings. The

sense of the discussion at the Judge®s Conference was that the
extent of comments by either the investigative officers or the
victims would be pretty much at the discretion of the trial judge,
and our thought, generally, was to get these people at the sen—
tencing proceeding so that they have an idea what happens to the
offender and why as well as to offer comments if asked by the
judge.

I don"t think that there would be any strong opposition to
IIB 177 on the part of the court system. I think many of the trial
judges are sensitive to the need to have some way not only for the
victim to express his or her thoughts on the offense and perhaps
on an appropriate sentence, but also as a matter of communication
to allow those persons to have some direct knowledge of the action
taken by the court.



Mr. John Sund
February 25, 1977
Page 2

Concerning the provision about asking for recommendations
as to the sentence, | do have some personal reservations about
that. In those cases in which the victim, probably with some
justification, has strong feelings about what should happen to
the offender, 1 believe that asking for recommendations could
well contribute to turning the sentencing proceedings into a
shouting match without being of any real benefit to the judge.
As a practical matter, 1 do not ask either defense counsel or
the District Attorney for any specific recommendation on a
sentence. I am primarily interested in information about the
defendant and the offense and 1| have found the Numbers Game
played by counsel for either side to be of no particular benefit
to the court.

Very truly yours,

r

Superior Court Judge"
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February 18, 1977

Judge Tom Schultz

Superior Court -—

Fourth Floor State Office Bldg.
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Dear Judge Schultz:

Enclosed is a copy of HB 177 relating to the right of

a victim of a violent crime to appear at the sentencing
of.the defendant convicted of the crinme. I would appre—
ciate your comment on the"bill and whether you feel there
is any deep opposition within -fcfte court system to granting
the victim that::.rightL>":~j"s3"

I have also heard-some”ruiffbTs ring around that the - edSie
judges, at their latest cohfeT*gé&ce, passed out a resolu—

tion relating to the rights of ¥jJctims to appear at sen—

tencing and also in an attempt to ncourage the police

officers to also attend the sentencing hearing period.

IT there i1s a resolution around, I would appreciate it

if you could either send a copy to me or send me a note

as to where 1 could obtain a copy.
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