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Original sponsor: Swanson

IN THE HOUSE

Offered: 3/29/77
Referred: Judiciary

BY THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 101 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to telephone utilities."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 42.20 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 4. MISCELLANEOUS.

Sec. 42.20.160. PAYMENT OF BILLS; DEDUCTIONS FOR NONSERVICE. (a)

A subscriber may deduct from a bill for telephone service an amount 

equal to one day of service for each day the subscriber's telephone i9 

inoperative due to malfunctioning of the individual subscriber's tele­

phone service or the telephone system to which it is connected due to no 

fault of the subscriber. If the subscriber has been billed in advance 

for local telephone service, the subscriber may deduct the amount from 

the following billing. If the bill is rendered to a subscriber on a 

monthly basis, the amount that may be deducted for each day the tele­

phone service is inoperative is l/30th of the monthly charge for local 

telephone service, inclusive of taxes imposed either by the federal, 

state or local governments.

(b) For the purpose of this section, "each day the subscriber's 

telephone service is inoperative" means a malfunctioning of the indivi­

dual subscriber's telephone service or the telephone system to which it

is connected for a period of at least 12 hours in a 24-hour day/beginning
I .—  ----- —

at the time the malfunction is reported to the local exchange telephone 

utility. |

c. 42.20.170. LIMITATION ON RATES. (a) No local exchange tele­

phone utility may charge or receive both a base service rate and message

- 1 -  CSHB 101



April 20, 1977

M e m o

To: H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m ittee

From: J o h n  Sund, A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

*le: HB 101, HB 102

T e l e p h o n e  call f r o m  C h u g i a c h  E l e c t r i c  Company, L a r r y  Markley. 
H e  w i s h e d  to express the fact that C h u g i a c h  E l e c t r i c  w a s  in 
o p p o s i t i o n  to these H o u s e  Bills a n d  that they h a d  v o i c e d  that 
o p p o s i t i o n  w h i l e  it w a s  in the C o m m e r c e  Committee.

C h u g i a c h  E l e c t r i c  is a c o o p e r a t i v e  and their annual m e e t i n g  is 
Wednes d a y ,  A p r i l  20 a n d  h e  did n o t  b e l i e v e  he w o u l d  be able to 
come to J u n e a u  to t e s t i f y  a g ainst it.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE J O E  M C K I N N O N
POUCH V , JU N EA U , ALASKA 09811

C H A I R M A N :  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  

M E M B E R :  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

C H A I R M A N ' S  R E P O R T

H B  101

In the C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for H o u s e  B i l l  101, 

t h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e m o v e d  the p r o p o s e d  section, " L i m i t a t i o n  on 

L i a b i l i t y  for T e l e p h o n e  S e r v i c e  Charges", f r o m  the o r i g i n a l  

bill. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  feels that this provision, w h i c h  r e q uires 

t h a t  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  toll c h a r g e s  m u s t  b e  b i l l e d  w i t h i n  60 

days, is i m p r a c t i c a l  for A l a s k a  b e c a u s e  of the n u m b e r  of 

p h o n e  c o m p a n i e s  c h a t  m a n y  of those charges m u s t  pass t h rough 

ro u t i n e l y .

However, the C o m m i t t e e  feels s t r o n g l y  that the A l a s k a  

P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  is o b l i g a t e d  to i m p e l  the F e d e r a l  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  to a c c e l e r a t e  b i l l i n g  for A l a s k a n  

t e l e p h o n e  subs cribers. T h e  b u r d e n  of d e l a y e d  toll b i l lings 

fo r  A l a s k a n s  has r e a c h e d  a l a r m i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  m u s t  be 

r e l i eved.

J o e  M c K i n n o n  
C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
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ASSIGNMENT DATEUNASS1CNED 1/24/77
EPARTMENT ' SPONSOR (PRINCIPAL) 

o m m e r c e  & E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  S w a n s o n  . *
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'vi?ION’D!lffiStOft’~  * ■ DATE COMMISSIONER 

jmrnxssioher, A P U C  ./ 1 - 2 8 - 7 7

DATE

JVERNOR’S OFFICE USE 

POSITION NOTED □ ■ PGSITION APPROVED 
DATE:

□ POSITION DISAPPROVED
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PROGRAM EFFECTS OF B ILL

NONE

FISCAL IMPACT: S C  NONE □ FISCAL ANALYSIS ATTACHED
AMENDMENTS PROPOSED: •• •

NONE

COMMENTS:

S E E  A TTA CH ED



H B  101

C o m m e n t s  o f  the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n

D e d u c t i o n s  f o r  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  f o r  l o c a l  t e l e p h o n e  ser-' * 
v i c e  a r e  p r o v i d e d  for in the t a r i f f  of s e v e r a l  A l a s k a  t e l e p h o n e  
u t i l i t i e s .  A c u r s o r y  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  s u c h  p r o v i s i o n s  in the 
t a r i f f s  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  u t i l i t i e s :

• •

G l a c i e r  S t a t e  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  - K e n a i / S o l d o t n a  
G l a c i e r  S t a t e  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  - N o r t h  Pole  

: . . J u n e a u  & D o u g l a s  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  - J u n e a u
G e n e r a l  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  of A l a s k a  - H a i n e s /

P e t e r s b u r g / W r a n g e l l  
• • M a t a n u s k a  T e l e p h o n e  A s s o c . ,  Inc. - P a l m e r

■*/’. . A n c h o r a g e  T e l e p h o n e  U t i l i t y  - A n c h o r a g e

T h e  t a r i f f  - p r ovisions a r e  not u n i f o r m  but can be c h a n g e d  
b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  o r  as a r e s u l t  of c o m p l a i n t s  by. c o n s u m e r s  o r  the 
C o m m i s s i o n  staff. . T h e  C o n s u m e r  C o m p l a i n t s  S e c t i o n  of the C o m m i s s i o n  
h a n d l e s  n u m e r o u s  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  s e r v i c e  o u t a g e s  a nd h a s  b e e n  able 
t o  get m o s t  b i l l i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  r e s o l v e d  o n  a n  i n f o r m a l  basis. There 
is a p o s s i b l i t y  t h a t  i f  a lav; s u c h  as t h i s  is o n  the b o o k s  that c o n­
s u m e r s  m i g h t  b e c o m e  o v e r z e a l o u s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  a r b i t r a r y  d e d u c t i o n s  
f r o m  u t i l i t y  bills . . • . .

S e c t i o n  4 2 . 2 0 . 1 7 0  w o u l d  a b s o l v e  a t e l e p h o n e  s u b s c r i b e r  
o f  a n y  l i a b i l i t y  for '‘t e l e p h o n e  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s  th at are not b i l l e d  
w i t h i n  60 d a y s  o f  the d a t e  t h e y  w e r e  i n c u r r e d . "  T h e r e  w o u l d  be a 
l e g a l  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  the s t a t u s  o f  a d e b t  s u c h  as t h i s  w h e n  it is 
i n c u r r e d  by the s u b s c r i b e r .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  the b i l l s  s e e m s  to be a 
p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  the s e e m i n g l y  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d e l a y s  in g e t t i n g  l o n g  

. d i s t a n c e  t e l e p h o n e  toll c h a r g e s  o n  to the s u b s c r i b e r ' s  bill. While 
w e  m a y  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h i s  s e n t i m e n t  r e l a t i v e  to d e l a y s  in l o n g  

' d i s t a n c e  b i l l i n g ,  it s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that t h e s e  d e l a y s  in most i n­
s t a n c e s  a r e  b e y o n d  the c o n t r o l  of t h e  l o n g  l i n e s  c a r r i e r  and c o n -  

..-..necting u t i l i t y .  Most d e l a y s  are a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of p r o t r a c t e d  
b i l l i n g  f r o m  the A m e r i c a n  T e l e p h o n e  a n d  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y  in the 
L o w e r  48. It s e e m s  r a t h e r  h a r s h  to h o l d  R C A  A l a s k a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
a n d  the l o c a l  e x c h a n g e  c o m p a n y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the delays.

S e c t i o n  4 2 . 2 0 . 1 8 0  w o u l d  l i m i t  t e l e p h o n e  c h a r g e s  to e i t h e r  
a  b a s e  s e r v i c e  race or a m e s s a g e  u n i t  p r i c i n g  w i t h i n  an e x c h a n g e  
a r e a  but not both. S u c h  a l i m i t a t i o n  w o u l d  be a p p l i c a b l e  to a n  

• a r e a  s u c h  a s  Los A n g e l e s  or San F r a n c i s c o .  T h e r e  is p r e s e n t l y  no 
" m e s s a g e  u n i t  p r i c i n g "  w i t h i n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  T h e  A P U C  is not 
a w a r e  o f  a n y  p l a n s  for i m p l e m e n t i n g  s u c h  a p r i c i n g  system. S u c h  a 
p r o v i s i o n  thus w o u l d  be p r e m a t u r e  a n d  s h o u l d  a w a i t  the a c t u a l  i m­
p l e m e n t a t i o n  of m e s s a g e  un it p r i c i n g .
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Original sponsor: Swanson

IN THE HOUSE

Offered: 3/29^/77
Referred: Judiciary

BY THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 101 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to telephone utilities."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 42.20 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 4. MISCELLANEOUS.

Sec. 42.20.160. PAYMENT OF BILLS; DEDUCTIONS FOR NONSERVICE. (a)

^ subscriber may deduct from a bill for telephone service an amount 

equal to^™ 2̂ djw_^£j3ervice for each day the subscriber's telephone is 

inoperative due to malfunctioning of the individual subscriber's tele­

phone service or the telephone system to which it is connected due to no 

fault of the subscriber. If the subscriber has been billed in advance 

for local telephone service, the subscriber may deduct the amount from 

the following billing. If the bill is rendered to a subscriber on a 

monthly basis, the amount that may be deducted for each day the tele­

phone service is inoperative is l/30th of the monthly charge for local 

telephone service, inclusive of taxes imposed either by the federal, 

state or local governments.

(b) For the purpose of this section, "each day the subscriber's 

telephone service is inoperative" means a malfunctioning of the indivi­

dual subscriber's telephone service or the telephone system to which it 

is connected for a period of at least 12 houj^s in a 24-hour day beginning 

at the time the malfunction is reported to the local exchange telephone 

utilJ ty.

Sec. 42.20.170. LIMITATION ON RATES. (a) No local exchange tele­

phone utility may charge or receive both a base service rate and message

I
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unit pricing within its exchange area.

(b) In this section:

(1 ) "base service rate" means the set charge to subscribers 

within an exchange area;

(2) "exchange area" means a specific area in which a devel­

oped local exchange telephone service is furnished by a utility;

(3) "local exchange telephone utility" means a utility en­

gaged in the tusiness of furnishing communications service to the public 

for compensation through one or more local telephone exchanges which may 

be operated separately or in conjunction with one or more other local 

telephone exchanges through directly interconnected circuitry in which 

extended area service is provided without requiring the payment of a 

toll charge;

(4) "message unit pricing" means charging subscribers within 

an exchange area according to the number or duration of calls made with­

in the exchange area.

CSHIJ 101 -2- #



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRbSENTA i iVE JOE MCKINNON
POUCH V . JU N EA U . ALASKA 09811

C H A I R M A N :  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  

M E M B E R :  S T A T E  A F F A ' R S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

C H A I R M A N ' S  R E P O R T

H B  101

In the  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  101, 

the C o m m i t t e e  r e m o v e d  the p r o p o s e d  section, " L i m i t a t i o n  on 

L i a b i l i t y  for T e l e p h o n e  S e r v i c e  Charges", f r o m  the o r i ginal 

bill. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  feels that this p r o v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  

that long d i s t a n c e  toll c h a r g e s  m u s t  b e  b i l l e d  w i t h i n  60 

days, is i m p r a c t i c a l  for A l a s k a  b e c a u s e  of the n u m b e r  of 

p h o n e  c o m p a n i e s  that m a n y  of those char ges m u s t  pass t h r o u g h  

routinely.

Ho w ev er, the C o m m i t t e e  feels s t r o n g l y  that the A l a s k a  

P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  is o b l i g a t e d  to impel the Federal 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  to a c c e l e r a t e  b i l l i n g  for A l a s k a n  

t e l e p h o n e  subscri bers. T h e  b u r d e n  of d e l a y e d  toll b i l l i n g s  

for A l a s k a n s  has r e a c h e d  a l a r m i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  m u s t  be 

r elieved.

J o e  M c K i n n o n  
C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e



A p r i l  20, 1977

M e m o

To: H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

From: J o h n  Sund, A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

Re: H B  101, H B  102

T e l e p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  C h u g i a c h  E l e c t r i c  Company, L a r r y  Markley. 
He  w i s h e d  to e x p r e s s  the fact that C h u g i a c h  E l e c t r i c  w a s  in 
o p p o s i t i o n  to t h e s e  H o u s e  Bills a n d  that they h a d  v o i c e d  that 
o p p o s i t i o n  w h i l e  it w a s  in the C o m m e r c e  Committee.

C h u g i a c h  E l e c t r i c  is a c o o p e r a t i v e  and t h e i r  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  is 
W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  20 a n d  h e  did n o t  b e l i e v e  he w o u l d  b e  able to 
come to J u n e a u  to t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  it.
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D e d u c t i o n s  f o r  I n t e r r u p t i o n s  f o r  l o c a l  t e l e p h o n e  s e r - ' *
vi c e  a r e  p r o v i d e d  for i n  the t a r i f f  of s e v e r a l  A l a s k a  t e l e p h o n e  
u t i l i t i e s .  A c u r s o r y  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  s u c h  p r o v i s i o n s  in the 
t a r i f f s  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  u t i l i t i e s :

G l a c i e r  S t a t e  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  - K e n a i / S o l d o t n a
G l a c i e r  S t a t e  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  - N o r t h  Pol e 

: . /  J u n e a u  & D o u g l a s  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  - J u n e a u
G e n e r a l  T e l e p h o n e  C o m p a n y  of A l a s k a  - H a i n e s /

P e t e r s b u r g / W r a n g e l l  
• • M a t a n u s k a  T e l e p h o n e  A s s o c . ,  Inc. - P a l m e r

v'l . A n c h o r a g e  T e l e p h o n e  U t i l i t y  - A n c h o r a g e

T h e  t a r i f f - p r o v i s i o n s  are not u n i f o r m  but can be c h a n g e d  
b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  o r  as a r e s u l t  of c o m p l a i n t s  by. c o n s u m e r s  or the 
C o m m i s s i o n  staff. . T h e  C o n s u m e r  C o m p l a i n t s  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
h a n d l e s  n u m e r o u s  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  s e r v i c e  o u t a g e s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  able 
to get m o s t  b i l l i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  r e s o l v e d  o n  an i n f o r m a l  basis. T here 
is a p o s s i b l i t y  t h a t  i f  a lav/ s u c h  as t h i s  is on the b o o k s  that c o n­
sum e r s  m i g h t  b e c o m e  o v e r s e a l o u s  in t h e i r  ov/n a r b i t r a r y  d e d u c t i o n s  
f r o m  u t i l i t y  bills.

S e c t i o n  4 2 . 2 0 . 1 7 0  v/ould a b s o l v e  a t e l e p h o n e  s u b s c r i b e r  
o f  any l i a b i l i t y  f o r  11 t e l e p h o n e  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s  th at are not b i l l e d  
w i t h i n  60 d a y s  o f  the d a t e  t h e y  w e r e  i n c u r r e d . "  T h e r e  w o u l d  be a 
l e g a l  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  the s t a t u s  of a debt s u c h  as t h i s  w h e n  it is 
i n c u r r e d  b y  the s u b s c r i b e r .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  the b i l l s  seems to be a 
p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  the s e e m i n g l y  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d e l a y s  in g e t t i n g  l o n g  

.- d i s t a n c e  t e l e p h o n e  toll c h a r g e s  on t o  the s u b s c r i b e r ' s  bill. While 
" w e  may s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h i s  s e n t i m e n t  r e l a t i v e  to d e l a y s  in l o n g  

d i s t a n c e  b i l l i n g ,  it s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that t h e s e  d e l a y s  in most i n­
st a n c e s  a r e  b e y o n d  the c o n t r o l  of the l o n g  l i n e s  c a r r i e r  and c o n -  

— n e c t i n g  u t i l i t y .  Most d e l a y s  are a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of p r o t r a c t e d  
b i l l i n g  f r o m  the A m e r i c a n  T e l e p h o n e  a n d  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y  in the 
L o w e r  48. It s e e m s  r a t h e r  h a r s h  to h o l d  R C A  A l a s k a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
a n d  the l o c a l  e x c h a n g e  c o m p a n y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the delays.

S e c t i o n  4 2 . 2 0 . 1 8 0  w o u l d  limit t e l e p h o n e  c h a r g e s  to e i t h e r  
a base s e r v i c e  race or a m e s s a g e  u n i t  p r i c i n g  w i t h i n  a n  e x c h a n g e  
a r e a  but n jt boch. S u c h  a l i m i t a t i o n  w o u l d  be a p p l i c a b l e  to a n  

. a r e a  s u c h  a s  Los A n g e l e s  or S a n  F-rancisco. T h e r e  is p r e s e n t l y  no 
" m e s s a g e  u n i t  p r i c i n g "  w i t h i n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  T h e  A P U C  is not 
a w a r e  of a n y  p l a n s  for i m p l e m e n t i n g  s u c h  a p r i c i n g  system. S u c h  a 
p r o v i s i o n  t h u s  w o u l d  be p r e m a t u r e  a n d  s h o u l d  a w a i t  the a c t u a l  i m­
p l e m e n t a t i o n  of m e s s a g e  un it p r i c i n g .
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H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y
A p r i l  22, 19 7 7

The m e e t i n g  was called to order at 3:50 by Chairman, Gardiner.
Members present w e r e  Gardiner, Dankworth, Eliason, Rudd and Brown.
Miles and S p e c k i n g  w e r e  absent.

SB 1 8 6 a m  S u s p e n s i o n  and removal of judges SB

186am
The c o m m ittee c o n s i d e r e d  this bill only briefly, as the House version 
of this bill had a l r e a d y  been considered by the committee. It was
decided  to pass this b i l l  out w i t h  the language of the House version
of the bill. It wi ll be a H ouse CS for SB 186am.

SB 188 M e m b e r s h i p  on the A l a s k a  Code Commis s i o n  SB
188

Fred Brown e x p l a i n e d  the intent of the bill. G a r d i n e r  proposed 
several amendments  which were adopted.

There was a m o t i o n  to m o v e  CS RB 188 out of committee. T h e r e  was
no objection, so this was ione.

HB 1)68 J u d i c i a l  v a c a ncies HB

D68
E l a i n e  Andrews from the Judicial Council was here to speak in support 
of the bill.

Mrs. Rudd m o v e d  that the bill be mo ved out of committee. There was 
n o  objection, so this was done.

SB 89 E x e m p t i o n  of m u n i c i p a l i t e s  from the requirement of posting bonds SB
for court costs and the amount of judgment 89

Peggy Burke from A l a s k a  Legal Services explained what the bill would do. 
She su gge s t e d  a p r o p osed amendment. The committee felt that they would
3 ike to get the opinion of Sen. Croft and Art Snowden before doing
a n y t h i n g  on thl3 bill.

H B  101 T e l e p h o n e  u t i l ities HB
101

The c o m m itte e had HB 101 u n d e r  discussion.

There was a m o t i o n  to d elete Section  170 of the bill. The m otion carried.

Mr. Brown m o v e d  the bill as amended. There was a discussion. The 
m o t i o n  failed, so the bill  remained in committee.

HB 102 P'.'blic u t i l i t y  rates HB102
This bill v/as c o n s i d e r e d  briefly. The Commerce C o m m i t t e e  r ecommendations 
w e r e  discussed.

T h e r e  was a m o t i o n  to m o v e  the bill out as a CS with the Commerce 

C o m m i t t e e  s u ggest ions. T h e  m o t i o n  carried.
t

The m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  at



H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  
A p r i l  20, 1977

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  to order at 3:25 p.m. by V i c e - C h a i r m a n  Miles. 
M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  w e r e  Miles, Dankworth, Brow n and Rudd. Gardiner and 
E l i a s o n  came late. S p e c k i n g  was abseht,

(HB 1Q1' T e l e p h o n e  u t i l i t i e s  HB101
Rep. R e d  Swanson, s p o n s o r  for this bill was here to e x p l a i n  the 
intent of the bill. H e  e x p l a i n e d  that the bill w o u l d  regu late 
t e l e phone rates in A l a s k a  to give p e o p l e  in A l a s k a  some mean s to 
get service and n o t  to b e  c h arged for service w h e n  they don't get 
it. IN HB 101, w h e n  yo ur t e l e phon e doesn't work, y o u  don't have 
to p a y  for it. Mr. S w a n s o n  r e p o r t e d  that the t e l e phone company 
has said that the p h o n e s  w o u l d  w o r k  and that p e ople w o u l d n ' t  be 
c h a r g e d  if they d i d n ' t  work, but this hasn' t happened.

HB 102 P u b l i c  u t i l i t y  rates HB102
Rep. Swanson, s p o n s o r  for this bill, indicated that this bill w o u l d  
give p r o t e c t i o n  to the consumer, w h i c h  he doesn't feel is occurring 
p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r  th P.U.C., a l t h o u g h  they claim to be p r o t e c t i n g  the 
c o n s u m e r .

CHB 101 T e l e p h o n e  u t i l i t i e s  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  M a r v i n  W e a t h e r l y  from the P.U.C. was h e r e  to speak in HB
o p p o s i t i o n  to HB 101. He i n d i c a t e d  his feelings that he does feel 101
that the P.U.C. r e s p o n d s  to consumer needs.

HB 102 P u b l i c  u t i l i t y  rates HB102
C o m m i s s i o n e r  C a r o l y n  Gue ss from the P.U.C. was here to s peak in 
o p p o s i t i o n  to this bill. T h e r e  o b j e ction to this b i l l  is that they
feel that the P.U.C. a l r e a d y  has a p r o c edure w h i c h  is fair and
equitable. This b i l l  w o u l d  cost the P.U.C. b e c a u s e  they couldn't 
carry it out w i t h  their e x i s t i n g  staff, and subsequently, the consumer 
w o u l d  be p a y i n g  more.

T e l e p h o n e  u t i l i t i e s  HB101
Mr. L a r s o n  f r o m  C o n t i n e n t a l  T e l e p h o n e  Company was here to testify in 
o p p o s t i o n  to the bill. H e  feels that it is c o m m e n d a b l e  that a phone 
is fixed free of charge- this is n o t  true for other u t i l ities such as 
e l e c t r i c i t y  and plumbing. He feels that customers have b e e n  given 
credit a d j u s t m e n t s  w h e n  their p ho nes have been out of service. He 
feels that this l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  an attempt to s upplement a function 
that has a l r e a d y  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to the P.U.C.

T e d  Burns, A s s i s t a n t  M u n i c i p a l  A t t o r n e y  for A n c h o r a g e  felt that most 
of his t e s t im ony h a d  b e e n  c o ver ed a l ready b y  the P.U.C. and by Mr.
Larson, so he b a s i c a l l y  r e i t e r a t e d  their testimony.
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SB 54 A d o p t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  for h a r d  to place c h i l d r e n  in foster homes SB

54
G a r y  S h e r i d a n  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Social Services was 
h e r e  to t e s t i f y  in support of this bill. He e x p l a ined that the 
e s s e n c e  of the bill is to take roster care c h i l d r e n  and a l l o w  a m o r e  
p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e m e n t  in a m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  home for them.

Rep. Brown m o v e d  that SB 54 be m o v e d  oot of committee. Since there 
w a s  n o  objection, this was done.

SB 83 T r a n s f e r  of c o m m e r c i a l  fisheries entry and i n t e r i m  u s e  permits SB
83

Mr. R i c k y  f r o m  the C o m m e r c i a l  Fisheries Entry Co mmi s s i o n  w a s  here to 
b r i e f l y  e x plain  the intent of the bill. The bill w a s  put in b y  request 
of the G o v e r n o r  to "clean - u p "  some of the language in the statutes.

G a r d i n e r  m o v e d  several amendm e n t s  w h i c h  we re adopted.

G a r y  S h e r i d a n  w a s  here to t e sti fy as a co ncerned citizen i n terested 
in b u y i n g  a c o m m e r c i a l  fishi ng permit. He e x p l a i n e d  that the p r o c edure 
w a s  v e r y  difficult and costly.

G a r d i n e r  m o v e d  that SB 83 as a m ende d be m o v e d  out of committee. The 
m o t i o n  carried, so this was done.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  at 5:15 p.m.
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