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K I N D S  AND F R E Q U E N C Y  OF M E D I C A L  C A R E  D O N E  BY P H Y S I C I A N S  O N  
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COSTS. R E Q U I R I N G  A P H Y S I C A L  E X A M I N A T I O N  AT L E A S T  T W I C E  D A I L Y  
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S U G G E S T E D  M E D I C A L  L A W S  B Y  C L I F F  W A R R E N

M a n y  A l a s k a n s  a r e  d y i n g  n e e d l e s s l y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  l a c k  of h o u s e  
or  r e s i d e n t  d o c t o r s  on  d u t y  at all times- T h e r e f o r e ,  I w o u l d  
p r o p o s e  the f o l l o w i n g :

I

A l l  h o s p i t a l s  or o t h e r  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  a f i f t y  
bed c a p a c i t y  or o v e r  s h a l l  h a v e  a d o c t o r  or d o c t o r s  o n  d u t y  at all 
times. S u c h  d o c t o r  or d o c t o r s  s h a l l  c h e c k  a l l  p a t i e n t s  in that 
f a c i l i t y  at l e a s t  t w i c e  d a i l y  and b e  o n  c a l l  at all times.
S u c h  d o c t o r  or d o c t o r s * 1 d u t i e s  s h a l l  be  to i n f o r m  the a t t e n d i n g  
p h y s i c i a n  of any m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m  d e v e l o p i n g  in a n y  p a t i e n t  or e x i s t i n g  
in a n y  p a t i e n t .

S u c h  d o c t o r s  s h a l l  a l w a y s  b e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  for l i f e  o r  h e a l t h  
t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  in the i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  units. In a l l  
h o s p i t a l s  or m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  h a v i n g  u n d e r  a 50 b e d  c a p a c i t y ,  the 
e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  d o c t o r  or d o c t o r s  s h a l l  p r e f o r m  t h e  a b o v e  r e q u i r e d  d u t i e s  
r e q u i r e d  of h o s p i t a l s  or o t h e r  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  h a v x n g  50 b e d s  or 
o v e r .

II

M u c h  of the p u r p o s e  of the s t a f f  s e t  up  in t h e  h o s p i t a l s  h a s  now 
d o t o r i a t e d  so th a t  i n s t e a d  of d i s c i p l i n i n g  the d o c t o r s ,  it is b e i n g  
u s e d  for c o v e r - u p  a n d  to i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the p a t i c n t - d o c t o r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  as to t r e a t m e n t .

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  a p p e a l s  c o u r t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  r u l e d  th a t  no h o s p i t a l  s t a f f  
c a n  i n t e r f e r  w i t h  t h e  d o c t o r - p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a n d  that s u c h  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  s t i f l e s  m e d i c a l  p r o g r e s s .  If y o u  a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  of 
prat.ice.ing m e d i c i n e  in a h o s p i t a l ,  y o u  d o n ' t  d e s e r v e  a m e d i c a l  
l i c e n s e .  Mo h o s p i t a l  or o t h e r  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  or m e d i c a l  s t a f f  
o f  su c h  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  i n t e r f e r  w i t h  the d o c t o r - p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
o r  the t r e a t m e n t  of the p a t i e n t  a g r e e d e d  u p o n  b e t w e e n  .the d o c t o r  
a n d  patient^o^1- J l x l r/ w c & A  ^
A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  o b s e r v e s  a c r i m e  b e i n g  c o m m i t t e d  w h o  d o e s n ' t  r e p o r t  
it is g u i l t y  of a c r i m e .  So s h o u l d  t h o s e  in the m e d i c a l  i n d u s t r y  w h o  
s t a n d  by and w a t c h  m a l p r a c t i c e  or w r o n g f u l l  d e a t h  t a k i n g  place.

Ill

It shall be the d u t y  of a n y  d o c t o r  or a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  in the 
m e d i c a l  i n d u s t r y  to r e p o r t  a c t s  of m a l p r a c t i c e  o r  w r o n g f u l  
d e a t h  to the p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  R e f u s a l  o r  f a i l u r e  to d o  so 
c o n s t i t u t e s  a cr i m e .  A n y  d o c t o r  or o t h e r  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n  w h o  t h r o u g h  
g r o s s  n e g l i e n c e  c a u s e  the d e a t h  of a p a t i e n t  s h o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d  
w i t h  n e g l i g e n t  h o m i c i d e .



IV

A n y  d o c t o r  o r  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  w h o  t h r o u g h  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  c a u s e  
the d e a t h  of a p a t i e n t  s h a l l  b e  g u i l t y  of  t h e  c r i m e  o f  n e g l i g e n t  
h o m i c i d e  and s u b j e c t  to t h e  p e n a l t i e s  for t h a t  c r i m e .

The s t a t e  m e d i c a l  b o a r d s  a r e  i n e f f i c i e n t  in r e m o v i n g  p h y s i c i a n s '  
l i c e n s e s  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  fear o f  r e p r i s a l s  b y  t h e i r  p e e r  g r o u p .
T h e  b o a r d  n e e d s  to b e  c h a n g e d  to o n e  c o m p o s e d  of no  d o c t o r s  in 
the m a j o r i t y  or a n e w  b o a r d  c r e a t e d .

V

T h e  A l a s k a  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  b o a r d  s h a l l  be r e s t r u c t u r e d  to b e  c o m p o s e d  
in t h e  m a j o r i t y  by n o n  d o c t o r s .

A  n e w  m e d i c a l  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  c r e a t e d  c o m p o s e d  in t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  ncn- 
d o c t o r s ,  for the p u r p o s e s  o f  r e v i e w i n g  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  d o c t o r s  a n d  
r e m o v i n g  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  l i c e n s e s  v/hen the e v i d e n c e  w a r r e n t s  it.

M a n y  t i mes d o c t o r s  a n d  n u r s e s  s t a n d  by a n d  w a t c  1 p e r s o n s  b e i n g  
i n j u r e d  o r  l i f e  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  a n  e f f o r t  to 
p r e v e n t  the i n j ury. T h e y  s h o u l d  be r e l i e v e d  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
p r e s s u r e s  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n n o t  act.

VI

An y  p e r s o n  w h o  w i t h i n  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  w h o  f a i l s  to a c t  
w h e n  a p e r s o n s '  h e a l t h  o r  l i f e  is b e i n g  e n d a n g e r e d  s h a l l  h a v e  
c o m m i t t e d  a c r i m e  and s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to the p e n a l t i e s  o f _____________.

M u c h  n e e d s  to be d o n e  to a s s u r e  the p r o t e c t i o n s  o f  p a t i e n t s  in 
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  I t h i n k  it is ti m e  to c r e a t  a n  i n s p e c t o r  
of m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .

VII

T h e r e  s h a l l  bo c r e a t e d  an  o f f i c e  of m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  i n s p e c t o r ,  
w h o s e  d u t i e s  s h a l l  be to i n s p e c t  all m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in the 
s t a t e  of A l a s k a  to i n s u r e  that t h e  p r o p e r  l i f e  s a v i n g  e q u i p m e n t  is 
a v a i l a b l e  in g o o d  c o n d i t i o n ;  to s e e  t h a t  a d e q u a t e  s e r i e s  of c h e c k s  
and d o u b l e  c h e c k s  is u s e d  to i n s u r e  the p r o p e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  of  
m e d i c i n e s ,  f o o d s  e t c  , a n d  that d o c t o r s  a n d  a d e q u a t e  medical, 
p e r s o n n e l  a r e  o n  d u t y  to i n s u r e  the s a f e t y  o f  a l l  p a t i e n t s ,  a n d  to 
p e r f o r m  a n y  o t h e r  d u t i e s  g u a r a n t e e i n g  A l a s k a n s  of s a f e  a n d  
a d e q u a t e  m e d i c a l  care, etc.

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  a n y  o t h e r  i d e a s  y o u  m a y  h a v e  to i m p r o v e  the h e a l t h  
a nd s a f e t y  la w s  in A l a s k a .
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