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PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL SCHOOL POPULATION 

SERVED IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special

School District Enrollment Education %

Total Enrollment

ANCHORAGE 36,457 2,721 7. 5
ANCHORAGE ON-BASE 3,OS2 408 13.23
BRISTOL BAY 241 20 8.29
CORDOVA 494 64 12.95
CRAIG 190 32 16.84
DILLINGHAM 407 76 13.67
FAIRBANKS 9,302 1,078 11.58
FAIRBANKS ON-BASE 2,489 294 11.81
GALENA 164 11 6.70
HAINES 4 30 105 24.41
IIOONAII 276 130 47.20
II Yl) A BURG 99 18 18.13
JUNEAU 4,459 816 18.30
KAKE 200 40 20.00
KEN AI 5,719 773 13.51
KETCHTKAN 2,589 425 16.41
KING COVE 121 26 21.48
KLAWOCK 74 18 24.32

KODIAK 2,093 508 24.27

MAT-SU 3,644 429 11.77

NEMANA 196 26 13.26
NOME 797 177 22.20

NORTH SLOPE 1,098 259 23.58
PEI.rCAN 37 0 0
P FM'ERS BURG 612 122 19.93
STTKA 1,820 264 14.50
SKAGWAY 235 35 14.89
ST. MARY'S 108+164 in mission 77 28.30*

high school
UNALASKA 133 27 20.30
VALDEZ 841 224 26.63**
WRANGELL 515 116 22.52 n
YAKI’TAT 167 47 21.. 14

SUBTOTAL 79,089 (1-164= 79,253) 9,530 12.02

ADAK 617 44 7.13
ALASKA GATEWAY 43.1. 77 17.86
AK. CEN. RAILBELT 352 49 13.92
ALEUTIAN REGION 238 60 25.21
ANNETTE 340 72 21.17
BERING STRAITS 472 64 13.55
CHATHAM 199 32 16.08
CHUCACII 49 8 16.32
COPPER RIVER 669 126 18.83
DELTA/GREELY 795 130 16.35
IDITAROD 278 10 3.59
KUSPUK 350 26 7.42
LAKE 6 PENINSULA 378 63 16.66
LOWER KUSKOKWIM 1,466 143 9.75
LOWER YUKON 905 103 11.38
NORTHWEST ARCTIC 1,546 195 12.61
PR1BI.LOFS 190 38 20.00
SOUTHEAST ISLANDS 333 73 21.92
SOUTHWEST 511 83 16.24
YUKON FLATS 304 43 14.14

YUKON/KOYUKUK 582 71 12.19

SUBTOTAL 117005" i77icT ~iT. 1 T '

STATE TOTALS 90,094 +  164=90,258 1.1,040 12.23

* % includes special education situdents attending mission school
** % includes studcn ts at Harborview Developmental Center



PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL SCHOOL POPULATION

School District

SERVED IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
ADM 

Entitle- 

Enrollment ment 
Total (Units)

Spec Ed 
Student 

EnrolImt

Spec Ed 
Student

Entitlemt TOTAL

ADAK 615 2 44 1 121,800

CENTRAL RAILBELT 371 2 77 2 147,124

ALASKA GATEWAY 398 2 49 1 104,400

ALEUTIAN CHAIN 260 2 60 2 174,000

ANNETTE ISLAND 325 2 72 2 120,640

FIRING STRAIT 512 2 64 2 179,800

CHATHAM 188 2 32 1 93,960

CHUGACH 51 2 8 0 69,600

COPPER RIVER 738 2 126 2 133,400

DELTA/GREELY 822 2 130 2 139,200

IDITAROD 278 2 10 1 134,850

KUSPUK 356 2 26 1 134,850

LAKE & PENINSULA 412 2 63 1 134,850

LOWER KUSKOKWIM 1,606 2 143 2 179,300

LOWER YUKON 934 2 103 2 179,800

NORTHWEST ARCTIC 1,563 2 195 2 179,800

PRIBILOF 175 2 38 1 130,500

SOUTHEAST ISLAND 448 2 73 1 90,480

SOUTHWEST REGION 544 2 83 1 134,850

YUKON FLATS 332 2 43 1 134,850

YUKON/KOYUKUK 651 2 71 1 134,850

REAA TOTAL 2,853,404

TOTAL ALL DISTRICTS



rA T  I - •

SERVED IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
ADM

Entitle- Spec Ed Spec Ed 

Enrollment ment Student Student

PERCENTAGE OE TOTAL SCHOOL POPULATION

School District Total (Units) Enrollmt Enti tlemt TOTAL

ANCHORm GE 34,692 2 2,721 28 870,000

BRISTOL BAY 238 2 20 1 134,850

CORDOVA 497 2 64 1 100,050

CRAIG 192 2 32 1 93,960

DILLINGHAM 373 2 76 1 34,850

FAIRBANKS 8,608 2 1,078 11 422,240

GALENA 162 2 11 1 134,850

HAINES 388 2 105 2 133,400

HOONAH 276 2 130 2 129,920

HYDABURG 112 2 18 1 93,960

JUNEAU 4,307 2 816 9 319,000

KAKE 200 2 40 1 93,960

KENAI 6,046 2 773 8 313,200

KETCHIKAN 2,484 2 425 5 203,000

KING COVE 118 2 26 1 130,500

KLAWOCK 75 0u 18 -0- 62,640

KODIAK 2,136 2 508 6 259,840

MAT-SU 4,207 2 429 5 211,120

NENAMA 210 2 26 1 110,343

NOME 786 2 177 2 179,800

NORTH SLOPE 1,202 2 259 3 224,750

PELICAN 37 1 -0- -0- 32,480

PETERSBURG 591 2 122 2 120,640

SITKA 1,777 2 264 3 150,800

SKAGWAY 220 2 35 1 93,960

ST. MARY'S 101 2 77 1 134,850

UNALASKA 132 2 27 1 130,500

VALDEZ 940 2 224 3 166,750

WRANGELL 516 2 116 2 120,640

YAKATAT 187 2 47 1 104,400

DISTRICT TOTAL 5,411,253



CHARLIE PARR
A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E

S. R . Box 50 599  
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701  

4 5 6 -5 0 2 9

Pouch V  
Juneau, Alaska 99311  

4 6 5 -3 7 9 7

May 19, 1978

Ms. Heather Flynn, L eg is la t ive  Chairperson 
Anchorage, School Board 
4600 DeBarr Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Dear Ms. Flynn:

Thank you fo r  your l e t t e r  o f  May 10 concerning HB 940. The 
Health, Education and Social  Services Cormiittee i s  p resent ly  working 
on a rev is ion  of  House B i l l  848 which would hopefully improve the 
spe c ia l  education p ic tu re  in  the s t a t e .  Quite possib ly the funding 
proposed in 1IB 940 w i l l  be included in  the HB 848 package.

At the time of the teleconference with Anchorage res iden ts  on 
HB 848, a number of  persons in  your d i s t r i c t  expressed d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
with  the specia l  education serv ices .  Since i t  i s  my understanding tha t  
the Anchorage School D i s t r i c t  had a r a th e r  large surplus l a s t  year, i t  
was d i f f i c u l t  for  ire to  assume th a t  the weaknesses in  spec ia l  education 
serv ices  were due to a  lack of  money.

I  am hopeful tha t  we may be able  to give you some r e l i e f  but  think 
i t  very u n re a l i s t i c  to  expect tha t  ca tegor ica l  funding w i l l  match needs 
exactly .

CHP:sg



M a y  10, 1978

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  H. P a r r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

•»

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Pa rr:

T h e  a t t a c h e d  c o m m e n t a r y  e x p r e s s e s  o u r  n e e d  for  a d d i t i o n a l  
f u n d i n g  f o r  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  d i a g n o s i s  o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .
T h e  n e e d  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p r e s s e d  in a l e t t e r  d a t e d  23 M a r c h  
1978 a u t h o r e d  by J o h n  B. Pe pe r,  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .

W e  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  b y  the $8 + m i l l i o n  f i s c a l  n o t e  a t t a c h e d  
b y t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  SB  6 0 7 / H B  940. W e  h a d  
c o m p u t e d  a m u c h  l o w e r  f ig ure , a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $1.9 m i l l i o n .
As  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  m a y  w e  s u g g e s t  a r e d u c t i o n  in t h e  A v e r a g e  
D a i l y  M e m b e r s h i p  (ADM) r a t i o  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  f r o m  
11 :1  to  8:1, o r  9:1. C o s t  for  s u c h  a c h a n g e  c o u l d  be c o m p u t e d  
v e r y  p r e c i s e l y .  O u r  F i n a n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  g i v e s  us the f o l l o w i n g  
f i g u r e s :

A t  A t  At
1 1 / U n i t  9 / U n i t  8 / U n i t

S e p a r a t e  C e n t e r s  11 11 11
D i s t r i c t  W i d e  168  206 2 3 1

T o t a l  F o u n d a t i o n  U n i t s  * 1 7 9  217 242

$ $ 5 , 0 8 6 , 5 2 1  $ 6 , 1 6 6 , 3 4 1  $ 6 , 8 7 6 , 7 4 9

In c r e a s e  $ 1 , 0 7 9 , 8 2 0  $ 1 , 7 9 0 , 2 2 8

* C u r r e n t ly  A p p ro v e d

i



The H o n o ra b le  C h a r le s  H. P a r r
May 1 0 , 1978
Page 2

In  e i t h e r  s i t u a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  r a t i o n a l e  for  
r e q u e s t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g .  A s  n o t e d  o n  th e  f o l l o w i n g  
p a g e ,  f e w e r  t h a n  50% o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  
t e s t e d  l a s t  y e a r  w e r e  in  f a c t  p l a c e d  in s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
c l a s s r o o m s .  A s  y o u  c a n  r e a d i l y  see, o u r  o v e r h e a d  fo r 
d i a g n o s i s  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  is f a r  o u t s t r i p p i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n  f u n d i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  m a t t e r .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o c a l l  u p o n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  fo r 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

V e r y  t r u l y  y ou r s ,

H e a t h e r  F l y n n ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r p e r s o n  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d

H F / b m n
A t t a c h m e n t



SP ECIAL A L L O C A T I O N  BILLS

The A n c h o r a g e  School  Bocrd supports  the  c o n c e p t  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s ta te  f ina nc ia l  s u p p o r t  

for e d u c a t i o n a l  programs  and  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  unusua l ly  high  cos t s .  Examples  of  

such costs  a re  to b e  found in the sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t io n  a r e a s .

W hen  the  f o u n d a t io n  support  program was d e s i g n e d ,  i t  a l l o w e d  a  h igher  th a n  no rmal  

a l l o c a t i o n  for s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s ,  b u t  c h a n g e s  in laws a n d  r e g u la t i o n s  h a v e  

c aused  a v e r a g e  costs  to  e x c e e d  the com pensa to ry  n a tu r e  o f  the fo rm ula .  In a  s im i lc r  

v e i n ,  the  r e q u i r e m e n t  to p ro v id e  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n  d id  no t  e x i s t  w h e n  the f o u n d a ­

t io n  p l a n  was i n s t i t u t e d .  S ince  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n  is now l a w ,  the A n c h o r c g e  School  

D is tr ic t  must  p r o v id e  tu to r ia l  se rv ices  to 458  s tu d e n t s .  The b u d g e te d  co s t  o f  t h e  p rogram  

for the  coming y e a r  wil l  b e  $ 4 8 9 , 8 6 6 .  R e i ie f  from the  s t a t e  on a  d i r e c t  a l l o c a t i o n  

basis for these  s tu den ts  is necessa ry  s inc e  fede ra l  fund sources  h a v e  c e a s e d  to e x i s t .

The d i s t r i c t ' s  po s i t i o n  o f  support ing  a n  in c r e a s e d  a l l o c a t i o n  of  s t a t e  funds for s tu d e n t  

assessment  is b a s e d  upon a  f in a n c ia l  ana ly s i s  o f  the  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  v s .  r e g u l a r  e d u ­

c a t i o n  programs in A n c h o r a g e .  During the  1 9 7 7 - 7 8  f iscal  y e a r ,  the school  d i s t r i c t  

b u d g e t  o f  $106 m i l l i o n  r e f l e c t e d  a  $ 3 2 , 7 6 0 , 0 0 0  o r  3 0 . 9 %  c o n t r ib u t io n  by local  t a x ­

p a y e r s .  The s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  por t ion  o f  the  same b u d g e t  showed  t h a t  loca l  t a x p a y e r s  

c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 3 . 6  m i l l ion  or 37 .73$  of  a  to ta l  o f  $ 9 . 5  m i l l i o n .

The pr imary  reason  for  this d i f f e r e n c e  is the  h igh  o v e r h e a d  a s so c i a te d  w i th  asse ssment  

o f  s tudents  to d e t e r m i n e  if they fal l  into o n e  o f  the  severa l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  c a t e ­

g o r i e s .  Under  s t a t e  a nd  federal  l aw ,  the  d i s t r i c t  must  b e  a b l e  to p rov id f  s c r e e n in g  

an d  d i a g n o s t i c  s e rv ic es  for a l l  s tudents  w ho  m igh t  b e  c a n d id a t e s  far  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n .  During  th e  pe s t  y e a r ,  the  d i s t r i c t  t es ted  or o th e r w i s e  e v a l u a t e d  4 , 0 9 0  s tu d e n t s .

To p ro v id e  com p re h en s iv e  s c re e n ing  a n d  tes t ing  r e q u i r e d  by  s t a t e  and  federal  Taw, 

the  d i s t r i c t  m a in ta in s  a  s ta ff  of  p sycho log i s t s ,  s p e e c h  p a th o lo g i s t s ,  p sychom et r i s t s ,  

and  o th e r  p ro fe s s iona l s .

Fewer th a n  5 0 %  of  the  c h i ld ren  we p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  t es ted  last y e a r  e v e n t u c i l y  w e r e  

e n t e r e d  into s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  classrooms w h e r e  they  q u a l i f i e d  for a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  

s uppo r t .  C u r  c o n c e r n  l ies p r im ar i ly  w i th  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t ime a n d  ex p e n se  b e t w e e n  a  

s tu d e n t ' s  i n i t i a l  e n t r y  into the tes t ing a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  phase  a nd  e v e n tu a l  p l a c e m e n t  

into a  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  classroom or r e tu rn  to a  r e g u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g .  In c reased  

suppor t  in this  a r e a  is ne cessa ry  to c a t c h  up to the  in c r e a s e d  o b l ig a t io n s  on school  d i s ­

t ric ts  c a u se d  by new s ta t e  a n d  federal  laws an d  r e g u l a t i o n s .
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