


T H E  A L A S K A  P A R A M E D I C  A S S O C I A T I O N
P.O. BOX 4-478 ANCHO RAGE. A LA SK A  99509

A p r i l  11, 1978

Mr. Charles Par*
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 
99811

Dear Representative Parr:

The Alaska Paramedical Association is an organization of persons interested 
in improving emergency medical care in Alaska. It has come to our attention 
that your committee is currently considering emergency medical legislation.

After evaluating Mouse Bills 896 and 897, the Alaska Paramedical Association 
would like to go on record as fully supporting th of these critical bills. 
The lack of emergency medical service regulat. in this State has severely 
hampered the comprehensive development of EMS. Without a uniform approach 
to EMS, serious problems wrill develop. Right now anyone can establish a pre­
hospital care activity, staff it with substandard personnel and equipment, 
and still represent themselves as an adequate service. If we are to truly 
assist our fellow residents, we must insure that the best possible training 
and equipment are available. One wrong procedure in removing a victim from 
an automobile wreck could result in permanent paralysis or death. It is 
estimated that a single spinal injury costs $750,000 to rehabilitate. Proper 
prehospital care is the single most important event in precluding these 
injuries.

We must have your support if we are to improve our services to the patient.
I and all the members cf the Alaska Paramedical Association urge you and your 
colleagues to approve House Bills 896 and 897. We promise that this money 
will be well spent and show an improvement in Alaskan health care.

Thank you for your assistance.

President

Alaska Paramedical Association 
P.O. Box 900
Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Sincerely
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E A L T H

c
P . O .  B o x  9 6 6  N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2  4 4 3 -2 251

March 29, 1978

Representative Charlie Parr 
•Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Subject: House Bill 897

Dear Representative Parr:

The Norton Sound Health Corporation expresses its support of House Bill 
No. 897 appropriating $500,000 from the General Fund to the Department 
of Health and Social Services to meet expenses of operations and training 
of the EMT Training Program and to provide grants-in-aid for the support 
of emergency medical services.

Due to the vastness of Alaska and the limited federal dollars available 
we urge the immediate passage of House Bill No. 897 if we are to develop 
a medivac system capable of saving lives and reducing injuries.

Sincerely,

Ja£k Fuller, Chairman 
Board of Directors 
Norton Sound Health Corporation

Norton Sound Health Corporation

'z f 'A t u -  >
Fran McAfee, Coo rdinapor
Emergency Medical Services 
Norton Sound Health Corporation

cc: Myrtle Johnson, Office of the Governor

Nome



March 14, 1978

Representative Clark Gruening 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Gruening:

It has come to my attention that a bill to provide state funds to help 
improve emergency medical services is soon to be considered by the State 
legislature. Research has shown that rapid response to the sc'ne of sick­
ness or injury greatly reduces needless suffering or death. Unfortunately, 
here in Alaska there are numei'ous areas where neither quick response nor 
adequately trained personnel are possible due to the lack of locally 
available funding sources. I believe that the people of Alaska have the 
right to expect proper medical treatment and that the State Gover.iment should 
assist in making such care possible.

Of particular concern to me is the proper training of Emergency Medical 
Technicians. Without a well trained group of BIT'S it is impossible to pro­
vide suitable emergency care. The Southern Region Emergency Medical Services 
Council, a nonprofit corporation, has developed a traveling EMT training 
program which has greatly assisted in the development of ambulance personnel 
throughout the area and the state.

We believe that of all places, in Alaska where the emergency care provider 
must often be the sole care provider not for just minutes, but sometimes for 
hours or days, he must be well ti*ained. Me should be given his background 
in medical care from people who have a background in medical care. He must 
be taught not merely to act mechanically, but to understand what he is doing 
and why he is doing it. And he must be able to progress, to learn more, to 
become better at his job through continued education, refresher training and 
training advances whenever feasible and desirable.

I believe that the Southern Region BIS Council is best able to fill the 
training requirements of the Emergency personnel of Alaska. Their record and 
the testimony of the people they have trained and places where they have 
worked to improve emergency care will attest to that. Unfortunately, this 
program is funded by federal grants and there is a distinct possibility that 
these federal funds will not be available in the future.

The chances of surviving a serious illness or accident without suffering 
prolonged pain and/or permanent physical disability or death are improving. 
But there is still a long way to go. I urge you for my sake, for your sake, 
and for the sake of all Alaskans to support the bill to provide state funds 
for the development of Emergency Care systems in Alaska, and particularly for 
the continued development and training o ,: BIT'S by the Southern Region EMS 
Council.

Stephen LaEevers

Voter Registration /‘024S0192
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TENTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. HR  897________ ___________________________________________________
Title S p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  $500 ,000, E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  
Requested bv H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e _____________________________Date 4 / 1 0 / 7 8

II. FISCAL D E T A I L
Agency Affected H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ____________
Program Category Affected H e a l t h ________________________________
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82 F Y  83

100 P E R S O N A L  SERVICES \

200 T R A V E L \

300 C O N T R A C T U A L \ 35.0

400 C O M M O D I T I E S \

500 EOIJIPMENT \

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S \

700 G R A N T S .  CLAIMS. ETC. \ 4 6 5 . 0 500. 0 5 00. 0 5 00.0 5 0 0 . 0
\

T O T A L

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)
G E N E R A L  F U N D 500.0 500.0 500. 0 5 0 0 . 0 5 0 0 . 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify)

POSITIONS

F U L L  TI M E 0

P A R T  T I M E 0

T E M P O R A R Y 0

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

T h i s  a n a l y s i s  is b a s e d  on  the t o tal I:Y79 g r a n t  r e q u e s t  for 
E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  o f  $ 1 , 2 4 0 . 5  to c a r r y  out the f o l l o w i n g  
p r o g r a m s .  M a i n t a i n  the E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  S e c t i o n  to p l a n  
ar.d c o o r d i n a t e  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r t a t e w i d e  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  
S e r v i c e s  S y s tem. T h e  S t a t e  w i l l  a w a r d  1203(2) g r a n t s  to the N a n a  
a n d  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n s  to c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a B a s i c  
L i f e  S u p p o r t  (BLS) S y s tem. A  g r a n t  w i l l  be a w a r d e d  to S o u t h -  
c e n t r a l  R e g i o n  ( c o n s i s t i n g  o f  B r i s t o l  Bay, Y u k o n -K u s k o k w i m , B e r i n g  
S t r a i t s ,  and S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n s )  for a c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  to b e g i n  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a B a s i c  Life S u p p o r t  s y s t e m  for the e n t i r e  area. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y  the s t a t e  w i l l  a w a r d  a 1 2 0 3 ( 3 )  g r a n t  to the I n t e r i o r  
R e g i o n  and a o n e - y e a r  e x t e n s i o n  to c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
v BLS S y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r e i m b u r s e a b l e  s e r v i c e s  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
D i v i s i o n  of C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  for the i

IV. D A T E  4/12/7.8_______________ P R E P A R E D  BY
A G E N C Y  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  EMS

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  4 6 5- 3 0 2 7 _________________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 12/77)

ns I l a t i o n  o-f e q u i p m e n t  to
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e x t e n d  a m b u l a n c e  to h o s p i t a l  r a d i o  c o v e r a g e  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  
d o w n  the h i g h w a y  to N o r t h w a y .  (The I n t e r i o r  R e g i o n  has e x ­
h a u s t e d  its e l i g i b i l i t y  for 1 2 0 3  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  for B L S  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  but s t i l l  h a s  a y e a r ’s w o r k  le f t  to c o m p l e t e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  on to a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t  
p l a n n i n g  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ) .  A  g r a n t  will be a w a r d e d  to 
t he S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  Inc. 
b a s e d  in A n c h o r a g e ,  to c o n t i n u e  the s t a t e w i d e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n s .  T w o  
c o n t r a c t s  for a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e w i d e  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e  let.
A n  a m b u l a n c e  r e p o r t i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m  w o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  b y  the 
D a t a  S e r v i c e s  U n it, D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  
A  s t a t e w i d e  air a m b u l a n c e  s u r v e y  w o u l d  be c o n d u c t e d  to 
i n v e s t i g a t e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n s  a n d  to e v a l u a t e  
the i m p a c t  if p r o p o s e d  F A A  r e g u l a t i o n s  are p r o m u l g a t e d  re- 
q u i  'ng all air s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d i n g  e m e r g e n c y  e v a c u a t i o n s  to 
havx. m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .

B a s e d  on f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  for the oast t h r e e  y e a r s  and i n­
d i c a t i o n s  fr o m  D H E W / E M S ,  R e g i o n  <, the s t a t e  a n t i c i p a t e s  
t h a t  it w i l l  r e c e i v e  $ 7 4 0 . in f e d e r a l  f u n d s  for FY79.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  s h o w s  h o w  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w i l l  be u s e d  to s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  f e d e r a l  funds.

C a t e g o r y S t a t e F e d e r a l T o t a l

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 154 . 7 1 5 4 . 7
I n d i r e c t  C o s t  Rate 1 7 . 6 1 7 . 6
T r a v e l
C o n t r a c t u a l

39. 9 3 9 . 9

Rent, p h o n e ,  etc. 1 7 . 6 17. <
S t a t e w i d e  p r o g r a m s * 72. 0 72.0
RSA, Divn. Commun. 35. 0 35. 0
Data S y s t e m 1 7 . 5 17 . 5
A i r  A m b u l a n c e  S u r v e y  
Fuel, m a i n t e n a n c e ,  
M e a l y  § C o o p e r  L a n d i n 8

50 . 0 50.0

A m b u l a n c e s .5 .5
S u p p l i e s
G r a n t s

M a u n e l u k  A$soc. N a n a

• 2.5 2.5

R e g i o n  1 2 0 3(2) 30. 0 73. 0 1 0 3 . 0
S o u t h e a s t  EMS 1203(2) 9 0 . 0 205 . 2 295. 2
S o u t h c e n t r a l  1202(1) 90.0 9 0 . 0 180. 0
I n t e r i o r  EMS. 1 2 0 3(3) 85.0 8 5 . 0
St a tew ide E M T  Training 1 7 0 . 0 1 7 0 . 0

To t a 1 5 0 0 . 5 7 4 0 . 0 1 2 4 0 . 5

(*Includes Annual EMS and EDNA Symposium (12.0], Critical Care Consultants 
[24.0], Medical Director [24.0], Newsletter [9.0], A-V purchases and 
slide show [3.0])
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Pî 
jRE

M/
De

pa
rtm

en
t o

f H
eal

th 
and

 S
oci

al 
Se

rui
c 1 .4*' iF * ’ ’T “ r'

HOUSE BILL NO. 897

"An Act  making a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  
f o r  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  Emergency M e d ic a l  S e r v i c e s  S e c t i o n  
and t o  p r o v i d e  g r a n t s  - i n - a i d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  em ergency  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

The Emergency M e d ica l  S e r v i c e s  S e c t i o n  has  been  c h a r g e d  
w i t h  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  em ergency  m e d i c a l  
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  To t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t im e  
t h e  p rog ram  has  been  f u n d e d  w i t h  g r a n t s  from th e  U.S.  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and W e l fa re  u n d e r  T i t l e  
XII o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  "Emergency M e d ica l  
S e r v i c e s  S y s t e m s " .  The o n l y  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  fund  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
has  been  $500 f o r  gas  and o i l  f o r  t h e  am bu lances  a t  
H ea ly  and Cooper L an d in g .  (Title XII fu n d s  c a n n o t  be u se d  
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e . )

The Act  p r o v i d e s  fu n d s  f o r  Emergency M e d ic a l  S e r v i c e  
Systems on a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s .  The p rogram  s e e k s  t o  u p g ra d e  
and o r g a n i z e  a l l  o f  t h o s e  com ponen ts  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r e  f o r  
t h e  em ergency  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c r i t i c a l  c a r e  u n i t s ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  
a g e n c i e s ,  t r a n s f e r  a g r e e m e n t s ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  r e c o r d k e e p i n g ,  
consumer i n f o r m a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n ,  d i s a s t e r  l i n k a g e ,  
m u tu a l  a i d  a g r e e m e n t s ,  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  c a r e .

For t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  p rog ram  t h e  S t a t e  has  been  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  e i g h t  r e g i o n s  w i t h  e ac h  r e g i o n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  up t o  s i x  
y e a r s  o f  f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p h a s e s :

(1) F e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  and p l a n n i n g ,  i  y e a r  (1202)  (1)
(2) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  and i n i t i a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  2 y e a r s  (1203)
(3) P l a n n in g  f o r  e x p a n s i o n ,  1 y e a r  (1202) (2)
(4) E x p a n s io n  and Im pro vem en t ,  2 y e a r s  (1204)

The a t t a c h e d  map shows t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s .  The f e d e r a l  fu n d s  
a r e  seed  fu n d s  and c a n n o t  be u sed  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  
s e r v i c e s .

The g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  FY 79 have r e c e n t l y  been  s u b m i t t e d  
to  R egion  X f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e q u e s t  a 
t o t a l  o f  $ 1 ,2 3 6 ,6 7 2  and would p r o v i d e  fu n ds  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g .

(1) 1203 (2) g r a n t  t o  S o u t h e a s t  EMS C o u n c i l  I n c .  i n  
t h e  amount o f  $ 2 9 5 ,2 1 5 .

(2) 1203 (2) g r a n t  t o  Mauncluk A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  
amount o f  $ 1 0 2 ,7 0 2 .

(3) 1202 (1) g r a n t  t o  S o u t h e r n  Region EMS t o  p l a n  f o r
t h e  f o u r  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g io n s :  B e r in g  S t r a i t s ,
Yukon-Kuskokwim, B r i s t o l  Bay and S o u t h e r n .  The 
amount r e q u e s t e d  i s  $ 1 8 0 ,0 0 0 .



(4) 1202 (2) g r a n t  to P h y s i c i a n  S e r v i c e s  in F a i r b a n k s
to p l a n  for t h e  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  the 
I n t e r i o r  R e g i o n a l  E M S  S y s t e m  in the a m o u n t  of 
$ 1 1 7 , 2 6 0 .

(5) S t a t e w i d e  E M T  t r a i n i n g  g r a n t  to S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  
EM S  C o u n c i l ,  Inc. in the a m o u n t  of  $ 1 7 0 , 0 0 0 .

(6) S t a f f  the E M S . S e c t i o n ,  D i v i s i o n  of  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
a n d  .the S t a t e  E M S  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l : i n  t h e  a m o u n t  

of $ 2 3 1 , 9 5 5 .
(7) M i s c e l l a n e o u s  c o n t r a c t s  in the a m o u n t  o f  $ 1 3 9 , 5 0 0 .

T h e  o u t l o o k  for r e c e i v i n g  all of the f u n d s  r e q u e s t e d  is 
v e r y  p o or. T h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  are t h a t  t h e r e  W i l l  b e  .no f u n d s  
a v a i l a b l e  for 1 2 0 2  (2) g r a n t s  a n y w h e r e  in the c o u n t r y  th i s  
y e ar. T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  the I n t e r i o r  R e g i o n  p r o g r a m  w i l l  go 
in t o  limbo. R e g i o n  X h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 7 0 0 , 0 0 0  to f u n d  the r e s t  of the p r o g r a m  w i t h  
p r i o r i t y  g o i n g  to 1 2 0 3  g r a n t s  for S o u t h e a s t  a n d  N a n a  a n d  
s u p p o r t  o f  the S t a t e  s t a f f  a n d  p r o g r a m s .  H o w e v e r ,  the 
s t a t e w i d e  EMT T r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be a l o w  f u n d i n g  p r i o r i t y  
as the f u n d s  a r e  f o r  s y s t e m  d e v e l o p m e n t  and f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  
for the t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  has b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  fro/iiUSDOT a n d  
D H E W  for s i x  y e a r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  R e g i o n  X f e e l s  the p r o g r a m  
s h o u l d  be s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  or, if not, it s h o u l d  be  s u p p o r t e d  
f r o m  o t h e r  funds.

S h o u l d  th i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  p ass, the D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  
t h a t  it be u s e ’ to fund t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  FY 79 g r a n t  
r e q u e s t  n o t  f u n d e d  by DHEW.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t s  the 
c o n c e p t  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 897 b u t  c a n n o t  r e c o m m e n d  i n c r e a s e s  
a b o v e  the G o v e r n o r ' s  b u d g e t .

r
R e c o m m e n d e d  by: 17 Y V t  7<T

R o b e r t  I 
D i r e c t o r ,

F r a s e r ,  M.D.
Div. P u b l i c  H e a l t h

D a t e

A p p r o v e d  by:
H e l e n  D. B e i r n e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  D a t e '  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
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