


A b s t r a c t  o f  REACH C om m ittee P ro p o s a l  f o r  a 
D a y -T ra in in g  Program  and L iv in g  A l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  D e v e lo p m e n ta lly  D isa b le d

A d u lts  i n  th e  Ju n e a u  A rea

(REACH= P r e s id e n t ia l ,  E d u c a t io n a l  A l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  th e  Community f o r  th e
H and icapped )

The REACH C om m ittee, a g roup  o f  c o n c e rn e d  c i t i z e n s  and p a r e n t s ,  i s  w o rk ir  
w i th  l o c a l  and s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n ta l a g e n c ie s  in  an  e f f o r t  to  d e v e lo p  and 
im p lem en t a t r a i n i n g  p ro g ram  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  d i s a b le d  a d u l t s  in  th e  
Ju n e a u  A rea . T hese a d u l t s ,  due to  m e n ta l r e t a r d a t i o n  a n d /o r  o th e r  d i s ­
a b i l i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e  e x te n s iv e  e d u c a t i o n a l , s o c i a l , v o c a t io n a l  and e c o n ­
om ic h a b i l i t a t i o n / r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  in  o r d e r  to  le a d  m ore n o rm al l i v e s .

From a su rv e y  o f  th e  Ju n e a u  com m unity, a d u l t  p rog ram s in  A n ch o rag e , and 
th e  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  V a ld e z , 44 p e o p le  n e e d in g  co m m u n ity -b ased  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e s  to  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  have  been  i d e n t i f i e d .  S p e c i f i c a l l y , a t  
l e a s t  s i x  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  n eed  im m ed ia te  a s s i s t a n c e  and up to  tw e n ty  aau l
w i l l  n eed  an e d u c a t i o n a l , v o c a t io n a l  and r e c r e a t i o n  p rog ram  w i th in  th e  ne>
y e a r .

* The o v e r a l l  g o a l  o f  t h i s  p ro g ram  i s  to  m eet th e  n e ed s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  
d i s a b le d  p e rs o n s  in  th e  Ju n e a u  a r e a .

The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  REACH p ro p o s a l  in c lu d e :

P h ase  I  -FY 1979

1. O b ta in  fu n d in g  to  c o v e r  th e  i n i t i a l  c o s t  o f  d e v e lo p in g  and im p le m e n t­
in g  th e  p r o j e c t .  Budget i te m s  in c lu d e  s a l a r y  f o r  th e  P rogram  D i r e c to r
and a t  l e a s t  one a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  p e r s o n , o p e r a t in g  e x p e n s e s ,
a llo w a n c e  f o r  sp a ce  r e n t a l / b u i l d i n g  m o d i f i c a t io n ,  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  anc
c o n t r a c t u a l  s e r v i c e s .  ( R e q u e s te d  b u d g e t;  $ 1 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 -  s e e  a t t a c h e d  b re a k ;

2. Im plem ent a day t r a i n i n g  p rogram  w i th in  a com m unity s e t t i n g  to  p ro v id e  
e d u c a t io n a l ,  v o c a t i o n a l , in d e p e n d e n t l i v i n g  t r a i n i n g ,  and c o o r d in a t io n  o f  
a r e c r e a t i o n  program  f o r  up to  tw e n ty  d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  d i s a b le d  a d u l t s .

P h ase  I I -  FY 1980

1. Expand th e  day t r a i n i n g  program  to  m eet th e  n e e d s  o f  a t  l e a s t  20
d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  d i s a b le d  a d u l t s  and e s t a b l i s h  s p p r o p r i a t e  l i v i n g  a l ­
t e r n a t i v e s ,  in c lu d in g  a g roup  home a n d /o r  s u p e r v is e d  a p a r tm e n t  l i v i n g  
f o r  12-15 a d u l t s .

P o l i c i e s :

1 .T he  REACH com m ittee  e n d o rs e s  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n o r m a l iz a t i o n .  Program  
d ev e lo p m en t w i l l  be b a se d  on th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,

2 . A n o n - p r o f j t  c o r p o r a t io n ,  REACH I n c , ,  w i l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  to  r e c e iv e  
fu n d in g  f o r  th e  p r o j e c t .

3. The Board o f  D i r e c to r s  w i l l  h i r e  th e  Program  D i r e c to r  whose r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y  i t  w i l l  be to  h i r e  th e  s t a f f  f o r  th e  p r o j e c t ,  d e v e lo p  th e  p r o ­
gram , a d m in is te r  th e  p ro g ram , and p re p a re  th e  b u d g e t.

( S t a f f  h i r e d  w ith  b o a rd  a p p r o v a l - -  s e t  f o r t h  in  B y-L aw s.)



B U D G E T

Program Director

Vocational Trainer

Activity Program Coordinator

TOTAL FOR PERSONNEL

$ 30 - 32,000 (includes 14% for 
fringe benefits)

22 - 24,000 (includes 14% for 
fringe benefits)

18 - 20,000 (includes 14% for 
______________ fringe benefits)

$ 76,000

Rental Space ( approx. 1,000 sq. ft.) 
Training Center/Office

Supplies/Materials for Training

Building Improvement
Modification for Handicapped and Maint.

Insurance 
Office Supplies 

Janitorial
Utilities - Telephone, Electricity, Heat, 

Garbage 
Travel and Mileage 

Accountant Fees
Transportation - Purchase of Vehicle 

License and Fees
Gas, Oil and Maintenance of Vehicle 
Operating Misc. Expense 

Postage and Mailing 
Professional Contractual Service

$ 10,000

3.000

3.000

1 ,500
2.000
1.500

1,400 
2,000 
1,200
3.500 

130

1,200 
1,800 

400 
2,000

GRAND TOTAL $110,630.00



M a rc h  2 0 , 1978

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r le s  P a r r ,  C hairm an  
H ouse HESS C om m ittee 
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P ouch  V
J u n e a u , A la sk a  99811

D ear R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  P a r r :

We w o u ld  l i k e  to  go on r e c o r d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  House B i l l  883 w h ich  
w o u ld  a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 1 1 0 ,6 3 0 ,0 0  fro m  th e  g e n e ra l  fu n d  f o r  u s e  i n  e s ­
t a b l i s h i n g  a  g ro u p  home and  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  
d i s a b l e d  a d u l t s  i n  th e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  S o u th e a s t  A la s k a .

As c o n c e rn e d  c i t i z e n s  and  m em bers o f  th e  REACH C o m m ittee , a l o c a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  and  c i t i z e n s  who have d e v e lo p e d  a p r o p o s a l  
f o r  su c h  a t r a i n i n g  p ro g ra m , we a r e  m ost aw are o f  t h e  im m e d ia te  n eed  
f o r  su c h  a p ro g ram . In  o r d e r  f o r  t h e s e  a d u l t s  to  l e a d  a s  n o rm a l a  
l i f e  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e i r  home com m unity , th e y  r e q u i r e  t h e  e x te n d e d  
s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  beyond s c h o o l  y e a r s .  At t h i s  t im e ,  t h e r e  a r e  no su ch  
s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  Ju n e a u  a r e a .  We f e e l  t h a t  th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  th e  
r e q u e s t e d  sum o f  money w ould  i n s u r e ,  i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  th e  p r o p o s ­
ed  sum o f  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  from  th e  b o r o u g h 's  Community D evelopm en t B lock  
G ra n t fu n d , im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a g ro u p  home and s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
t h e s e  a d u l t s .

Thank you f o r  y o u r c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  We u rg e  you  to  s u p p o r t  
i t s  p a s s a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B ru ce  and  Mary A ronson 
P. O.  Box 1004 
J u n e a u ,  A la sk a  99801
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March 22, 1978

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Attention: The Honorable Charles Parr, Chairman House HESS

Dear Sir,

I am writing in support of HB883 regarding some $110,600 for a day training 
facility in Juneau to serve the needs of developmentally disabled adults 
in the vicinity of Juneau. The REACH (Residental, Educational, Alternatives 
in the Community for the Handicapped) Corporation has submitted this proposal 
for your consideration after many months of investigation into this program. 
Many members of REACH are parents of DD children and adolescents who now 
need, or will soon need such a program to enable them to live as normal a 
life in their own communities as is possible. Without such a program, it is 
necessary to go to Anchorage, Valdez, or Seattle for specialized training.

I urge you to contact members of REACH should you need more information or 
background on this proposal. The initial phases of the proposal vail be 
funded by the budget request should this bill pass. Much consideration has 
gone into the preparation of this budget and to operate a sound program the 
entire amount requested must be granted. Any less would only serve to 
diminish the proposed services.

Your ardent support of HB883 is requested. Please advise if you need 
additional testimony or support for this bill. Please do everything 
you can to get it moving as the need will not diminish, but will increase 
with time.

Sincerely,

Barbara A. Bowns

Chairman, Catastrophic Illness Committee



CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT 
P .O . B O X  8 0 8  •  D O U G L A S ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 2 4

March 21, 1978

Representative Charles Parr 
Chairman, Committee on Health, 

Education and Social Services 
House of Representatives 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Parr:

I have in front of me House Bill No. 883 which involves the develop­

ment of a group home and support services for developmentally disabled 
adults in the northern portion of Southeast Alaska. I wish to very 

much support this bill for our handicapped here in Juneau. It is 
critically needed. As I am sure you are aware, we have very little 

help for these people once they leave the Juneau School District.
These young adults deserve to live at least in their own area of 

Alaska, if not in their own city. It is a shame that we work with 
our students for many years on basic living skills, and then because 

there are no other local facilities, they are forced to leave to go 

to Anchorage or Fairbanks when they become adults.

If you would like me to speak in front of the HESS Committee regard­

ing this matter, I would be more than pleased to talk to them about 

thi s .

Cordially yours,

\ . P s  ^^  X I 1

John Symons
Coordinator of Pupil Personnel Services 
and
Parent of a Handicapped Child
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