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A s s o c i a t i o n
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He a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

G e n t l e m e n : HB 759 & H B  859

T h a n k  you for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of p r o b l e m s  facing the school b u s  
i n d u s t r y  in tin: S t a t e  of A l a s k a .

MB 759 s e e m s  to t a k e  c a r e  of the s i t u a t i o n  n i c e l y  to p r e v e n t  c o n v i c t e d  
felons, p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a p i s t s  and c h i l d  m o l e s t e r s ,  from o b t a i n i n g  a 
s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r ’s p e r m i t .  It h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  to our a t t e n t i o n  that 
the f i n g e r p r i n t i n g  of  n e w  school b u s  driv< :rrait a p p l i c a n t s  had turned 
u p  s o m e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  f e l o n y  r e c o r d s  w h o  w o u l d  lie u n d e s i r a b l e  school bus 
d r i v e r s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  no l e g a l  w a y  to d e n y  th e m  a p e r m i t ,  or to even 
i d e n t i f y  t h e m  to the s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  or their e m p l o y e r s .  W i t h  this
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b  ic S a f e t y  
m o r e  t h a n  just ;■ p o o r  d r i v i n g  r e c ord.
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n e e d s  a m m e n d m e n t  or chan g e ,  please, to r e f l e c t  the intent of the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n :’'school b u s e s  not us e d  p r i m a r i l y  

for p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s h a  1 b e  p a i n t e d  any o t h e r  c o l o r  e x c e p t  national, 
sch o o l  b u s  y e l l o w”. S o m e  s c h o o l  b u s  c o n t r a c t o r s  are l i c e n s e d  w i t h  ATC 
for c h a r t e r  w o r k  and use t h e i r  s c h o o l  b u s e s  d u r i n g  the o f f  s e a s o n  or 
oca ion ally d u r i n g  the s c h o o l  year for mo to than p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
T h i s  h a s  b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  b y  c o v e r i n g  the ’scho o l  b u s ’ s i g n s  and no! us i n  
the traffic c o n t r o L i n g  e q u i p m e n t  o n  the bus. All s c h o o l  b u s e s  used 
p r i m a r i l y  for pupil t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  are l i s t e d  by l i c e n s e  and serial 
w i t h  tto Local s c h o o l  d i s  riots* and this c o u l d  be the c r i t e r i a  for 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h i c h  b u s e s  arc 'legal school b u s e s’ w i t h  r e a s o n  for use
the n a t i o n a l l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  s c h o o l  b u s  g l o s s y  y e l l o w .  In the ca s e  of
c h u r c h  s c h o o l  buses, if they are us e d  for pup.il t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  they 
c o u l d  use the y e l l o w  c o l o r  and b e  i d e n t i f i e d  as school bu s e s ,  but they 
s h o u l d  also bo  r e q u i r e d  to p a s s  the s e m i - a n n u a l  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n s  
and be d r i v e n  by l i c e n s e d  d r i v e r s  h a v i n g  v a l i d  school bus d r i v e r  permits. 

T h i s  is not n o w  t r u e , and is p r e s e n t i n g  p r o b l e m s .

T o  start at the b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  this School b u s  p r o b l e m :  D e p a r t m e n t  
of E d u c a t i o n  h a s  lo n g  h a d  a r e g u l a t i o n  o n  their books: from D O E  Mi n.imum 
S t a n d a r d s  for A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B u s e s ,  1971 R e v i s e d  E d i t i o n ,  p a g e  14, 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s ,  R e g u l a t i o n s  for R e s o l d  S c h o o l  B u s e s :

" O w n e r s  h a c e i v i n g  u s e d  s c h o o l  b u s e s  are r e s p o n s i b l e  for
r e m o v i n g  the d i s t r i c t ' s  n a m e  and number, all l e t t e r  iip., m a r k i n g s  
or c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  that i d e n t i f y  it as a sc h o o l  b u s . A n  o w n e r  
s e l l i n g  u s e d  b u s e s  to o t h e r  th a n  a n o t h e r  o p e r a t o r  shall be 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for r e m o v i n  the o p e r a t o r’s n a m e  and number, a 1
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le t t e r i n g ,  m a r k i n g s  or c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  that i d e n t i f y  it as a 
school bus. T h e  n e w  o w n e r  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for r e p a i n t i n g  
from school b u s  y e l l o w  to a n o t h e r  c o l o r  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  from 
d a t e  of p u r c h a s e . "

A n d  I e n c l o s e  a c o p y  of the N a t i o n a l  I-Ii.chway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  T a b l e  for S t a n d a r d  17, Pupil T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
S a f e t y ,  w h i c h  s h o w s  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  as b e i n g  in conformant®  w i t h  
the n a t i o n a l  standard, S e c t i o n  B 3 " V e h i c l e s  p e r m a n e n t l y  c o n v e r t e d  for 
use o t h e r  t h a n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  p u p i l s  to and from sc h o o l  shall be p a i n  ed a 
c o l o r  o t h e r  than n a t i o  a school b u s  g l o s s y  y e l l o w " .  T h i s  is o b v i o u s l y
b a s e d  o n  o r  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n .

H o w e v e r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f ety, w h i c h  n o w  h a s  i lie r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
for e n f o r c e m e n t  of e v e r y t h i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  to v e h i c l e s  and l i c e n s i n g , d o e s  
not c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  this illation. A n d  tin Lr regul it ion r e v i s i o n s  
h a v e  b e e n  b o u n c i n g  b a c k  and forth bet\ en  the D P S  and the A G ' s  o f f i c e  for 
at least four y e a r s  th;i I k n o w  of. T h e  s c h o o l  b u s  i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  
w o u l d  like to h a v e  a c t i o n  on at least that p o r t i o n  o f  the r e g u l a t i o n  
p e r t a i n i n g  to school buses.

T h a t  w o u l d  take c a r e  o f  pa r t  ol the p r o b l e m .  There are n e w  federal 
r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  .-chaol b u s e s  in NIITSA S t a n d a r d  1/ that A l a s k a  
h a s  not c a u g h t  up wi h. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  .is a w a r e  of them 
w  th ' I i 1 ■■ refer.in; to NIITSA N o t i c e  900, d a t e d  J u n e  1, 1977,.
B yt again, u n l e s s  t h e r e  is c o o r d  .Lnat on wi th D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  hu'ety
for e n f o r c e m e n t ,  A l a s k a  is, m.issin; the boat!

S i n c i: r e 1 y , /

B a r b a r a  B a n a ,  S e c - T r c a s  
A l a s k a  School T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
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