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| i Alaska School Transportation

Box 175
Association NAn"%'"k'

March 15,1978

Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska House of Representatives

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Gentlemen: HB 759 & HB 859

Thank you for your consideration of problems facing the school bus
industry in tin: State of Alaska.

MB 759 seems to take care of the situation nicely to prevent convicted
felons, particularly rapists and child molesters, from obtaining a
school bus driver ™ permit. It had been brought to our attention that
the fingerprinting of new school bus driv< :rrait applicants had turned
up some persons with felony records who would lie undesirable school bus
drivers, but there was no legal way to deny them a permit, or to even
identify them to the school authorities or their employers. With this
legislation, Department of Pub 1ic Safety can deny or permit for
more than just @ poor driving record.

MB 859 needs ammendment or change, please, to reflect the intent of the
Alaska School Transportation Association: *school buses not used primarily
for pupil transportation sha 1 be painted any other color except national,
school bus yellow?”. Some school bus contractors are licensed with ATC
for charter work and use their school buses during the off season or
oca ionally during the school year for moto than pupil transportation.
This has been permitted by covering the “chool bus ® signs and no! usin
the traffic controLing equipment on the bus. All school buses used
primarily for pupil transportation are listed by license and serial number
with tto Local school dis riots* and this could be the criteria for
determining which buses arc "legal school buses with reasonfor use of
the nationally identifying school bus glossy vyellow. In thecase of
church school buses, if they are used for pup.il transportation, they
could use the yellow color and be identified as school buses, but they
should also bo required to pass the semi-annual safety inspections
and be driven by licensed drivers having valid school bus driver permits.
This is not now true, and is presenting problems.

To start at the beginning with this School bus problem: Department
of Education has long had a regulation on their books: from DOE Mi n.imum
Standards for Alaska School Buses, 1971 Revised Edition, page 14,
Miscellaneous, Regulations for Resold School Buses:
"Owners haceiving used school buses are responsible for
removing the district®"s name and number, all letter iip., markings
or characteristics that identify it as a school bus. An owner
selling used buses to other than another operator shall be

responsible for removin the operator s name and number, a 1
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lettering, markings or characteristics that identify it as a
school bus. The new owner 1is responsible for repainting
from school bus yellow to another color within 90 days from
date of purchase."

And I enclose a copy of the National I-li.chway Traffic Safety
Administration Implementation Table for Standard 17, Pupil Transportation
Safety, which shows the State of Alaska as being in conformant® with
the national standard, Section B 3 "Vehicles permanently converted for
use other than transporting pupils to and from school shall be pain ed a
color other than natio a school bus glossy yellow". This 1isobviously
based on or State Department of Education regulation.

However Department of Public Safety, which now has ilie responsibility
for enforcement of everything pertaining to vehicles and licensing, does
not currently have this illation. And tin Lr regul ition revisions
have been bouncing back and forth bet\ en the DPS and the AG"s office for
at least four years th;i 1 know of. The school bus industry in Alaska
would like to have action on at least that portion of the regulation
pertaining to school buses.

That would take care of part ol the problem. There are new federal
regulations regarding .-chaol buses in NIITSA Standard 1/ that Alaska
has not caught up wi h. Department of Education .is aware of them
w th | i 1 m refer.in; to NIITSA Notice 900, dated June 1, 1977,.

Byt again, unless there is coord .Lnat on wi th Department of Public hu'ety
for enforcement, Alaska is, m.issin; the boat!

Sincirely, /
Barbara Bana, Sec-Trcas

Alaska School Transportation
Assoc i.ation
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