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HOUSE B IL L  NO. 797

"An A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  for e x p a n s i o n  of its c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  for 
nurses; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

This A c t  w o u l d  h e l p  to i n s u r e  that m o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
c o u r s e s  w o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  to n u r s e s  l o c a t e d  at s ites o t h e r  
than A n c h o r a g e .  A t  pre s e n t ,  the m a j o r i t y  of the c o u r s e s  are 
o f f e r e d  in the A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  of  a la c k  of 
funds f o r  i n s t r u c t o r s  to t r a v e l  to o t h e r  p arts of the State. 
S u b s t i t u t e  i n s t r u c t o r s  g e n e r a l l y  are not a v a i l a b l e  in p l a c e s  
such as K e t c h i k a n ,  J u n e a u ,  Sitka, K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  towns,
Nome, K o t z e b u e ,  B a r r o w  a n d  Bethel. In all of t h ese a r e a s  
there a r e  c l u s t e r s  of office, i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  school, a n d  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s  i n t e r e s t e d  in c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
c o u r s e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g e a r e d  to the e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  of 
n u r s e s .

S t a f f  e d u c a t i o n  is a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s h a r e d  by b o t h  the 
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  nurse. It is the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  
p o l i c y  that i n - s e r v i c e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  s h o u l d  be 
p r o v i d e d  to i m p r o v e  e m p l o y e e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  S i n c e  i m p l e m e n t i n g  
this p o l i c y  is b a s e d  on the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds, it is not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  a n  o n - g o i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h e  o f f e r i n g  of c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  to n u r s e s  in local s i tes w i l l  e n h a n c e  the 
d e p a r t m e n t ' s  e f f o r t s  to p r o v i d e  f o r m a l i z e d  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  
d e s i g n e d  to e n l a r g e  the k n o w l e d g e  or  skills of the p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  nurse.

H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 797 s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1: "T h e  sum o f  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  
is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund to the u n i v e r s i t y ' s  
school of n u r s i n g "  ( A n c h o r a g e ) . T h i s  s u m  of m o n e y  w o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  o n l y  s u p p o r t  the bill for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one year, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  if for "the p u r p o s e  of the Act, c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  means:

(1) a s e r i e s  of c o u r s e s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a r e g i s t e r e d  
n u r s e  m a y  o b t a i n  the b a c c a l a u r e a t e  degree; or

(2) c o u r s e s  w h i c h  a s s i s t  a n u r s e  in m a i n t a i n i n g  or 
i m p r o v i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  sk i l l s " .

" C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n "  c o u r s e s  are of short d u r a t i o n  a n d  m a y  
r e s u l t  in c e r t i f i c a t e s  of c o m p l e t i o n  or s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  but 
not in f o r m a l  a c a d e m i c  degrees.

Th i s  bi l l  has ' i g n i f i c a n c e  for the p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s  on 
our s t a f f  the lave their b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e s  a n d  for the 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e  t r a i n e e  w h o  is a t t e m p t i n g  to a c q u i r e  her 
b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  on an i n t e r m i t t e n t ,  p a r t - t i m e  basis, 
but it w i l l  n o t  a n s w e r  the n e e d s  of e i t h e r  g r o u p  if items 
(1) and (2) a r e  c o m b i n e d ,  and l i m i t e d  funds are a p p r o p r i a t e d  
for e i t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  purpose.



T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t s  
the c o n c e p t  of H o u s e  B i l l  No. 797 but c a n n o t  r e c o m m e n d  
i n c r e a s e s  a b o v e  the G o v e r n o r ' s  budget.

R e c o m m e n d e d

A p p r o v e d  by:

3 y : __________________________ J / * / 7  B
R o b e r t  I. Fraser, M.D., D i r e c t o r  D a t e
D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h

D - G e U ^ - (._______________________^ 2
H e l e n  D. B e i rne, C o m m i s s i o n e r  'Date
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
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•February 17, 1978

Dear Legislator,

I a n  writing to request your support in the planning and inplementation 
o f  a Masters Program in Nursing and a Family Nurse Practitioner Program 
within the Masters Program.

Ihe University of Alaska, Anchorage, School of Nursing had a  Family 
Nurse Practitioner Program for three years which had been funded by HEW.
It was truly a shock when the request for refunding of this vital pro­
gram was refused.

In Alaska where physicians are not available to give primary health 
care, w h o  could be more qualified to provide this care than Nurse 
Practitioners?

It is rry feeling that a Masters Program with a Family Nurse Practitioner 
component would be an answer to Alaska health needs as well as an answer 
to preventive health care.

Nurses prepared at a Masters level are needed in all health care settings, 
particularly in primary health care settings. New the only alternative 
Alaska nurses have is to go to the Lower 48 for Masters and Nurse Prac­
titioner programs. Marry rurses are unable to do this because of financial 
and family commitments. .*

I ask you to seriously consider requesting funding to plan a Masters 
and Nurse Practitioner Program for the 1978-1979 academic year with 
full implementation in the 1979-1980 year, at the University of Alaska, 
Anchorage, School of Nursing.

Thank you for your interest and support of Nursing Education and 
Continuing Education for Alaska nurses.

Sincerely,

Donna Smith-Fenske, R.N. 
Eox 8681
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

274-0254 H



M r. Cha irm an, members o f the Committee, I am D r. C la ir  M a rt in , Dean of the 

U n ive rs ity  o f A laska-Anchorage School of N urs ing . I speak in support of my 

in te rpre ta t ion  of the in tent and not the ambiguous and m isleading in te rp re ta t ion  

permitted by House B i l l  797.

HB 797 w i l l  enable the school to expand the educational serv ices i t  c u r re n t ly  offers 

in Anchorage and th roughout the State. The purposes o f the school include the 

p rov is ion  o f a sequence of courses for both generic  and R .N . students that w i l l  

culminate in the baccalaureate degree w ith  a major in N u rs in g , and secondly, the 

p rov is ion  o f con tinu ing  education courses for nurses and o ther health care p ra c t i ­

t ioners that w i l l  maintain and upgrade the p rac t it ione rs ' knowledge and s k i l l  

ab il i t ies  w ith in  th e ir  c u r re n t job posit ions.

Spec if ica l ly , i t  is my understanding that HB 797 w i l l  enable the School of N urs ing  

to employ a facu lty  member who w i l l  be located in Fa irbanks w ith in  e ithe r the 

VVAMI complex or w ith in  the memorial hospita l. Th is  facu lty  member w i l l  be 

d ire c t ly  and sole ly responsible organ iza tiona lly  to the Dean of the School of 

N urs ing as requ ired  by the national accredit ing  agency. Responsib il it ies  w i l l  

include the fo llow ing: (1) academic advisement of both R.N.  and generic  students

who seek a baccalaureate degree in N urs ing; (2) coordination of con tinu ing  edu­

cation needs w ith  the School of Nurs ing Continu ing Education Department; (3) con­

sultant to both UAF and TVCC concerning the general education and support 

course needs of students in the major; (<*) ins truc tion  of selected continu ing  

education courses- (5) the instruction  of selected degree courses for both R. N.  

and generic  students, in p a r t icu la r  the last c l in ica l course of the c u r r ic u lu m ; and 

(6) lia ison between the Fairbanks community and the School of N urs ing .
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Why do we need the p rov is ions  of HB 797? F irs t ,  I w i l l  consider the continu ing 

education component of the b i l l .  Learning is a life long process and knowledge and 

s k i l ls  are p a r t ic u la r ly  perishab le  in the health care domain. We have the respon­

s ib i l i t y  to assure ou r consumers of health care services that they are rece iv ing  not 

only safe care, but the h ighest q ua l i ty  of care possib le. Furtherm ore , the p ro v id e r 

has the r ig h t  to be assured that his own knowledge and s k i l ls  are c u r re n t .  For 

these reasons, I be lieve that mandatory continu ing education is inev itab le . However, 

i t  is essential that we have in place adequate methods and personnel to assess, plan, 

implement and evaluate continu ing education needs and programs. HB 797 w i l l  enable 

us to move in th is  d irec t ion  through the identif ica tion of one school and one in d iv i ­

dual who w i l l  address these problems in one location, Fa irbanks.

Secondly, I w i l l  cons ider the degree component of the b i l l .  A l l  ind iv idua ls  have 

health care as a r ig h t .  Professional nu rs ing  is the largest p ro v id e r  g roup available
i

to meet health care needs. The Department of Health, Education and Welfare-sponsored 

panel of experts address ing health care and nu rs ing  manpower needs recommends that 

the n u rs in g  care needed requ ires  that 48% of the p rac tit ione rs  be baccalaureate- 

p repared , 16% be g radua te -p repared , and 36% ADN or d ip lom a-prepared . A p p ro x i­

mately 20% of the reg is tered  nurses in Fairbanks hold baccalaureate or h igher 

degrees. T here  are a va ila t le  positions that requ ire  p rac tit ione rs  w ith  baccaulaureate 

and h ighe r degrees and we can expect these to increase in number. National projections 

indicate an ove rsupp ly  of associate degree and diploma nurses w ith  a c r i t ica l 

shortage of baccalaureate and graduate-prepared nurses.



The p rov is io ns  of HB 797 w i l l  allow both thv  ̂ R. N.  and generic  student to com­

plete the f i r s t  three semesters of general education and support courses in 

Fa irbanks . Then all students w i l l  spend two to four c l in ica l-o r ie n te d  semester^ 

in Anchorage. A t the conclusion of the second semester, R .N . students are 

perm itted to take a w r it ten  and practice test to demonstrate competency in both 

the knowledge and s k i l l  components of the next two semesters of the program .

T h is  p rov is ion  is based upon our be lie f that adult learners have the a b i l i ty  to 

trans fe r and extend the ir  learning from one situation to another and not upon 

iden t ica li ty  o f those courses w ith  previous programs. Upon successful completion 

of th is  examination, o r the next two semesters, the student may re tu rn  to Fa irbanks 

for the last c l in ica l course where the school facu lty member w i l l  superv ise  th e ir  

le a rn in g .

I do not believe that HB 797 w il l  enable the school to o ffer the complete program 

of s tudy for the baccalaureate degree in nu rs ing  w ith in  the Fa irbanks  community.

To do so poses several problems. F irs t,  c l in ica l courses re q u ire  a teaching term 

w ith  representatives from each of the major c l in ica l spec ia lit ies , i . e . ,  medical, 

su rg ica l,  maternal and ch i ld ,  community, and mental health n u rs in g .  A minimum 

of three to four facu lty  are needed fo r all except the last c l in ica l course. If a 

facu lty /s tuden t ra tio  of 1:6 or 1:3 is maintained in the c l in ica l area of p rac tice , 

th is  means that approximate ly 24 students are needed in each c lass. A lthough 

there is a pool of ind iv idua ls  who are interested in earn ing a degree , there  is 

serious question about the ab il i ty  of this pool to support a class of the above size 

for a period of time, i . e . ,  is there a suff ic ient number of students to f i l l  a class 

after the backlog of interested persons earn th e ir  degrees?

-3-



There are several potential solutions to th is  problem. Perhaps jo in t appointments 

between the school and the local health care agencies could reduce the cost.

However, it  is essential that in all situations in vo lv ing  e ither d idactic  or clin ica l

ins truc t ion , the facu lty  member shall be solely responsible to the school. It is

also possible that a cyc l ic  sequence could be established to admit students as the 

pool of students becomes ava ilab le . O bv ious ly , assignments acceptable to the faculty 

would need to be developed fo r the period of time when c l in ica l courses are not 

o ffe red .

The second problem centers upon adequate c l in ica l experiences for students The 

12*1 beds, inc lud ing  bassinets, at Memorial Hospital are scarce ly adequate for 

24 students. However, there are a number of non-trad it iona l learning opportun ities 

w ith in  the community that could be developed. These include the Pioneer Home and 

the UAF health and counseling center. It should be noted that the more numerous

the c l in ica l fac i l i t ies  and un its  used, the greater the number of faculty required to

prov ide  safe c l in ica l superv is ion . The type of health care problems that students 

w i l l  encounter in Fa irbanks are adequate fo r baccalaureate level n u rs ing  education.

The th ird  problem focuses upon the pool of students and qua lif ied  faculty to support 

the UAA program . In 1976, at the time of the trans fe r of the program from AMU to 

UAA, a th i rd  of the facu lty were not qua lif ied  to teach in the school according to 

national accredita tion standards. T h is  year, 92?. of the facu lty are adequately pre 

pared. Student enro llment in the program is ra p id ly  escalating and we expect to 

graduate at least 50 students per year by 1900. We consider this to be a minimum

-4-



number fo r  e ff ic ient operation. We may look at the experience of Montana, a State 

w ith  near ly  tw ice the population o f A laska. Montana State U n ive rs ity  graduates 180 

baccalaureate-prepared nurses a yea r, ha lf of whom stay to practice  w ith in  the 

State. G iven a more mobile population, we m ight expect to a ttract and admit 

approx im ate ly  100 students a year. If  th is number of qua li f ied  students is 

ava ilab le , then a sate llite  center in Fairbanks is not on ly  possib le, but necessary. 

However, we do not now have adequate data to answer th is  question.

The school is eager to respond to both the continu ing  education and degree needs 

of all A laskans w ith in  the lim its  of our resources. We cannot jeopard ize the 

qua li ty  of ou r program and we wi l l  a rticu la te our p rogram  w ith  sound academic 

practice as. defined by our professional organizations. We cannot be all t i l ings to 

all people, but we wi l l  enter into a partnersh ip  w ith  nurses throughout the State 

who are interested in respons ib ly  advancing the ir  own professional knowledge and 

s k i l ls .

HB 797 does not s ign if ica n t ly  increase e ither the con tinu ing  education or the degree 

course opportun it ies  that wi l l  be available throughout the State. However, it wi l l  

p rov ide  the means for im prov ing  assessment, p la nn in g , implementation and evalua­

tion of the needs and programs offered in one area of the Stale, Fa irbanks. If this
%

experiment is successful, it may be possible to extend s im ila r  programs to other 

areas of the State.

Testimony submitted to the 
House HESS Committee

M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 9 7 8
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10 ^PHN's Supervisors, Consultants 

Department of Public Health

Thru: Airlie Bruce 

Chief

Section of Nursing

t m
From: Almeda Amoureux

Section of Nursing Staff 

Education Committee

Continuing Education offerings scheduled in Alaska during April and May 
1978 are listed below. These courses are applicable to the Section of 

Nursing Continuation Education Policy. Therefore, please make a formal 

request to your supervisor if you wish to attend.

Please contact the sponsoring agency for further information and to register. 

A two weeks advance registration is necessary for UAA School of Nursing 

continuation education courses. UAA School of Nursing courses will be 

cancelled if funding or enrollment is not sufficient.

Course Sponsor Location Date

Physical Assessment UAA School of Nursing 

Anita Watts 
272-5522

Sitka 3/31 - 4/1

Pediatric Respiratory 

Problems

UAA School of Nursing Juneau 4/3, 4

Pediatric Respiratory 

Problems

UAA School of Nursing Petersburg 4/5, 6

Pediatric Respiratory 

Problems

UAA School of Nursing Wrange-11 4/6, 7

Leadership & Management UAA School of Nursing Ketchikan 4/6, 7

Care of the Orthopedic 

Patient

UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/11, 13

Admissions Histories & 

Physicals

UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/12

Care of Diabetic 

Patients

UAA School of Nursing Palmer 4/12, 13

Ear [lose Throat 
Emergency

Providence Hospital 

276-4511 Ex. 140

Anchorage 4/12

DATE:

FILE NO

TELEPHONE NO. 279-4711

subject April and May Continuing 

Education Offerings
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Course Sponsor Location Date

Sports Medicine Dr. Mills 

Contact 279-9753
Anchorage 4/14,15,15

POMR/Quality Assurance UAA School of Nursing Dillingham 4/14,15

Awareness in Inter- 

cultural Nursing
UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/19,20

Physical Assessment UAA School of Nursing Kodiak 4/21,22

Crisis Intervention UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/21,22

Inservice Education 

Conference UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/27-29

Multi-modal Therapy UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/28,29

Health Services in a 
Disaster

UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 4/18 - 5/9

Patient Education UAA School of Nursing Juneau 5/4,5

Assessment & Care of 
Pediatric Patient

UAA School of Nursing Ketchikan 5/5,6

Assertiveness Training UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 5/5,6

Cardiac Life Support 

(Instructor's Level)
Ak. Heart Assn. 

279-9541
Anchorage 5/9,10

Eye Emergencies Providence Hospital 

279-4511 EX 1140
Anchorage 5/10

Communicating Effectively UAA School of Nursing 
with Patients

Anchorage 5/17,10

Infection Control UAA School of Nursing Kodiak 5/19,20

Care of Geriatric 
Patients

UAA School cf Nursing Palmer 5/25,26

Leadership & Management 

for Directors of Nursing

UAA School of Nursing Anchorage 6/2,3

Birth Defects Conference UAA School of Nursing 

March of Dimes
Anchorage 6/3 - 10



The Alaska Nurse3 Association is the professional organization for registered 
nurses.in A.laska»; Objectives of the association include fostering high standards "" 
■ of nursing practive, promoting th*g professional and educational advancement' and 

general 'welfare of nurses, and advocating quality health care for the citizens of "I

-'Alaska. ;V • „ y y V y . ;• •• ■•ivtiA>; T  ; ■
• •** : ’-S ' S '  ' • - * . -*rv\ ••• •- \ . .' 7; * * . •.'*/ :*•.. • V * • * «-».*. V V.?. -' • ■ T - ’■ ; iV ••• **4 ** • “* V ' * • *>.* ^ .

Throusdl its legislative Drr'eram. thp AaNA rrrrm<*Sfid . State- artrl .* •'

. y'yy The ; AaNA .supports legislation that will maintain a n d ! strengthen'nursing educ-''-^';-.!' 
•Vifi.-'a-tion programs "based in Alaska, tailored to Alaska's needs,fand which provide 
,,Av[ • career selections, and opportunities for. career advancement for Alaska residents. '- -’, 

AaNA advocates’State financial support at a level that will.insure adequate • ■& & :: :£ '
•'•..■ facuity/student ratios, and the recruitment and retention of qualified i n s t m c -  f. ;
• ’, + •* .■- • O* -r».; ‘ * - •. • • • > - - • ,, - . .

•••*. .  . . .  • • ■: . . .  . ;• ' v . ••• ■ ' ' '

2. Continuing Education - ; • •• ■: *4-v? ••
V .v v • •> ftp.sS ; ,*

• TTc The AalJA recognizes the desire of Alaska’s nurses to improve their skills and *
' . espand their knowledge. The Association reaffirms its support 65 a voluntary 

'.^.■‘continuing education, process for nurses, and encourages both' practitioners, and 
’ educational institutions to participate in innovative approaches to continuing' 

education.

•3.. Alaska Board
•, j I :i - .* -■■•' -1'. ■ ■' V l'~ ■ S'iVv1'- •pr *.v>> ; , .. •- ; \ ■ * • V .*• •• •

of Nursino* '• ' * ^ * ■ *. *'*• ./• • ' •: .••• •; r,i-- •'?'
- - -..J.............  - ' ' . •. * . f f ' ■ -* - ■ .• t '

, ■ \* ..‘v*?•’.• • !r*i ..o /. /p”! j j  .< 1 • * * .*-• ■* ' i* *,-* -. * x v.y. - * r r* ■ '•
, n  n  — 4. n  1    !  — T L *_________• I O _ .1. _ _ — T “•   L     L T— .. — 4- 1 .  ■(* T l i   ̂"T n  U  W n  -nThe AaNA.supports legislation that will"strengthen'the role of the Alaska Board 

j of. Nursing in administering d.he nursing law. and in' promulgating 'rules and regu­
lations relative to nursing practice, licensure o f  nurses and accreditation'of 
nursing education programs. The Association supports continuin g  collaboration ' 
of.the Boards of.Nursing

.. gories of advanced nurse
' » s'. i '■••i* , < - . . -i>? «  ̂ *

; ,r* t m:y - .. ^. ' - . . . • # ••
4»*. Utilization .and Genera

The AaNA recognizes that the quality and quantity of nursing care are related 
to the v;elfare of practitioners rf nursing and that an effective nursing serv­
ice requires full participation by nurses in decisicns’ affecting' the conditions 
under v;hich they p r a c t i c e . T h e  AaNA suppor ts adequate, compe titive salaries . 
and fringe benefits for nurses employed in both the public and private sectors»“

f • * ' •• . ‘ ; V ■ j ; vV !.;• , i
; • ' • • ‘ - ■ • •* ' ' c • ‘ . v.; ‘r • ... I* ’.-MJ.V i • *' 1 %* -J ’*. • ’ ,

J). Niirsing Pepresentation in' Health Planning . ' T ' y  - ;’v ; . • •

The AaNA urges broader nursing representation on State and local boards, com­
mittees, and commissions concerned with the planning and delivery of health 
care services. . The Association particularly encom-ages appointment of nurses
to Health Service’Area beards as the NAt ion al. Health Plonning and Resources '

Development Act is implemented in Alaska-. ‘ L '. ' 'J. ; v'
• .e *. ' --



- 6.*'.Community H e a lth  S e rv ices  ■■ T v"..y;Ai X :.'

•...•,. The AaNA favors legislation’designed to strengthen and expand public health and 

cental health services in..local communities. It assigns high priority to pro­
grams directed toward the prevention of diaea.se and the maintenance and pro— 

'rV-*v motion of health. • y : : ’ f - ' ..

‘.V.-7* Child Abuse and Neglect ;‘v : y  -7 y y
. v ' • • ' i ' V K V v * [".y \ I’ ; ., . T ' :* Vf~>\XV '

The AaNA is cognizant of the high cost of health care in the United States, at 
it is.more burdensome for some segments of the population than for others, and , 
that quality health care is not equally accessible to all citizens. The Assoc­
iation supports helath care programs at the national, state and regional levels 

.. y' that .will bring adequate health care within the financial reach of all citizens. 
It will support budgetary constraints at the State and local levels, by  both 
public and' private health care institutions and agencies, that are not applied 
capriciously, that are publicized in advance, and that provide ample opportun—

1 • r J  I* J i-  — — J  .1 —'U. -  4. — — ________— — — 1 1 . -  r*r\»n c i i  mr>r*0 r» A n o n n v i' ity for discussion and debate among the providers and consumers concerned. :

' ' ■■ V .
10. Liability Tnstirance . -V'.: . •*. • ■ ’ .'V -* .

~" 1 ." , V f
10.

The AaNA believes that~nurses are responsible for their acts as licensed ;v 7 • .
practitioners of nursing-and that alllppacticing nurses should carry adequate 
liability insurance for the protection of their clients. The Association ,

•  l : ______ -i -v +  Vi o  r ^ D O T *  r > P > \ H o . V X  t i t ' o f i P .  Fi 3  a n r l  •fcVlfl • *

• • . . ; : •» .: a *. ■ • .■ . . ' f. . .
i • i -i jJ • *♦ * •* V ' - ' ‘j, 1 •



April 25, 1977

Charlie Parr 
Alaska Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Mr. Parr:

I am writing in response to your February letter to me inquiring how the gain 
would outweigh the cost of subsidizing a 2 year R.N. to get a BSN degree.

First let me say that I fully support such a proposal as beneficial to all 
Alaskans. I believe the benefits would outweigh the costs in that the quality 
and scope of nursing and health care would improve.

My reasons for support of such an idea follows. In addition to improving nursing 
care to sick individuals, Baccalaureate nursing education provide the R.N. with 
learning opportunities to: \

1. provide effective nursing and health care to families and groups
2. expand skills in assessment of health problems
3. provide health teaching to maintain or improve health care in families 

and groups
4. provide health counseling to the essentially well and sick individuals
5. use management theory and skills to give effective leadership in the 

health care system to other R.N.'s, L.P.N.'s, aides, etc. and permit the 
R.N. to progress to higher management positions

6. develop beginning research skills to expand and develop nursing knowledge 
to improve health care and solve health problems

7. promote active involvement in the public and political arena to improve 
health and social conditions

8. participate in activities within health care systems and their professional 
association to promote and implement improved standards of nursing care, 
peer review and continuing education

What are the number of nurses who would take advantage of a state subsidy to get 
a BSN degree? I can only speculate on this answer.

Approximately 10-15 R.N.'s take pre-requisite courses to enter the Nursing Program 
annually. These nurses have given up their jobs and incur financial debts and 
deprivation. It takes usually two or three years of full-time oollege work to



I
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e a m  a degree. For R.N.'s who come with no prior college credit, the time 
may extend to four years. Of these students, only 5-10 graduate annually. 
Attrition from the program generally results from financial and/or family 
pressures.

Most of the R.N. students have children. Many are single parents. In the 
past, R.N. students have come from such rural areas as Tok, Juneau, Sitka, 
Fairbanks, etc. Some have given up jobs in these areas and have relocated 
their families.

If a stipend would become available in the future, the student numbers might 
double, and attrition from financial pressures might decrease. Also, stipends 
for a short-term intensive period of 4-6 weeks and/or sunrner sessions might 
encourage part-time study.

You asked about the estimated cost of a state subsidy or stipend.

I believe it should be similar to the annual nurses salary plus tuition and 
relocation expenses to and and from the home corrmunity.

I appreciate being able to give input on such an important proposal. Perhaps 
in the next mailing to our nurse members, we can request that they send comments 

to you directly.

V ■ —

Mona Ravin 
President

bC
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Letters to tlie Editor

D ear E ditor,

The University of Alaska School ol Nursing 
is promoting several activities that may he of 
interest to you.

Wo would like to provido academic adviso- 
treat and regularly scheduled degree and con­
tinuing education courses to R.N.'s and generic 
students in arcus of the state other than Anch­
orage. With proper advisement, students may 
take most or oil of their academic support 
courses at other university confers and coma to 
Anchorage for clinical courses As o step toward 
this goal we have proposed locating o full-time 
assistant professor in nursing in Fairbanks. 
This person would he involved in developing 
continuing education programs for the area, 
advisement ol generic students who ure located 
in the Fairbanks area so they would need to 
spend less lime in Anchorage, and supervision 
ol students unrolled in tho Professional Nursing 
Concentration in the area, If you support this 
proposal please make it known fu your State 
Representative.

rhe School is also proposing davolopment 
of a master’s degrco progiam for Alaskan nurses 
who wish to have graduate education and prefer 
not to leave the state. Faculty can he recruited 
and a Inst class admitted in the full of 1079, if 
funding is made available lor planning the pro 
gram during Cm 1078 1.070 school year.
Again, your support of a graduate program end 
funding tor planning It should be made known 
to your legislators

the faculty of the School of Nursing is 
committed to offering a high guality nursing 
nhieation program which will be relevant for 
nurses in Alaska. We are eager Inr your input 
concerning needs and other suggestions you 
may have. Please contact me at the School til 
Nursing, University of AlaiSnr.— Anchorage.

)
CLur L Martin 

Dunn, UAA School ni Nursing

three secretaries in the past year?) A tremen­
dous amount of in kind work is done by Board, 
Committee and Association members, but 
that is not the most efficient use of our tal­
ents. AaNA is a business, and can't be suc­
cessfully run otherwise. For solutions: no one 
wants a dues increase, nor special assessments 
of Districts. Some may see special fund raising 
efforts as an answer. I would prefer to see an 
increase in membership, which really puts the 
burden on each of us. Please dc the following: 
1. Renew your own membership promptly: 
sure there have b.en problems in the Associa­
tion. and there will continue to be. But drop­
ping your voice in nursing isn't the answer. 2. 
Recruit at least one new member: there are 
2000 F Vs in Alaska; 400 belong to AaNA. 
What we do benefits in some measure every 
nurse, so lets encourage all nurses to share the 
cost. One reply to the statement "It costs too 
much" is: depending on your District, it costs 
30 ■ 40 cents per day. That's about equal to a 
pack of cigarettes, a pop or ice cream cone. Is 
it really too expensive for you to have a voice 
in your professional future?

AaNA is growing and incurring ihe pleasure/ 
pain of increased awareness and responsibility. 
There is no going back; we must cither lead our­
selves in attaining and maintaining high credibil­
ity and visibility as professionals, a rocky road 
to be sure; or we can slide along the smooth 
path to mediocrity and eventual obscurity. I 
would urge us to be our own best friend, not
worst enemy. ,, ,, .My Best,

Margot Pi ana

Dear Editor;
A letter was published in Nursing Outlook, 

written hy a nurse in Idaho who had her nurs­
ing license suspended lor six (6) months hy the 
Idaho State Board of ‘'ursing. Her problems 
began when she intormid o terminally ill pa­
tient and her family, AT THEIR REQUEST, 
about "alternate methods of treatment for can­
cer: namely, the natural approach such os nutri­
tion, herbs, touch therapy, and Laetrile"  ■ she 
also informed tho patient these methods were 
NO T sanctioned by tho medical profession.

Tlw decision reached by the board of nurs­
ing was that she h.nl "violated the state's nurse 
practice act by interfeting with the physician- 
patient relationship and thereby constituting 
unprofessional conduct."

An editorial In the same issue al Nursing 
Outlook concludes that her "alleged miscon­
duct seems to have consisted of giving tha pa­
tient information that tlw physician had not 
given Iwr, did not believe she should have 
given, believed it not in his patient's best inter 
est to have and ran counter to his recommend 
ed treatment."

The PNP committal feels tl'at thu ruling in 
this case is in direct violation to tha nurse’s 
function ns tlw patients advocate and to the pa­
tients right toward a lull and informed consent

We recommend you road tile two articles 
in question (Noising Outlook Sept. 1077, 
p. GIG and 561). It would lie appreciated if 
yuu would send us your comments on this 
issue to the committee. Please send all n- 
sponses to: Dear PNP - AaNA, 527 IV. 8th Ave. 
Suite 111. Anchorage, Alaska 99501.

Mona Ravin

A h  O d e  to  M e m b e r s h i p

fro m  th e  A O R N  o f  K e n tu c k ia n a , 1 0 /7 7

A re  y o u  an  a c tiv e  m e m b e r .

T h e  k in d  th a t  w o u ld  b e  m issed?

O r  are  y o u  ju s t c o n te n te d

T h a t  y o u r  n a m e  is o n  th e  list?

D o  y o u  a t te n d  th e  m eetin g s .

A n d  m in g le  w ith  th e  c ro w d ?

O r d o  y o u  s tay  a w a y  a t h o m e  

A n d  c ra b  b o th  lo ng  a n d  lo u d ?

D o  y o u  ever go to  v is it 

A  m e m b e r  w h o  is sick?

O r leave th e  w o rk  fo r  ju s t a fe w  

A n d  ta lk  a b o u t th e  c liq u e ?

T h e re ’s q u ite  a p ro g ra m  sch ed u led  

T h a t  m eans success i f  d o n e ,

A n d  i t  ca n  be ac c o m p lis h e d  

W ith  th e  h e lp  o f  e v e ry o n e .

S o  a t te n d  th e  m eetin g s  o f te n ,
A rid  h e lp  w ith  h a n d  a n d  h e a rt.

D o n ’ t b e  ju st a m e m b e r ,

B u t  ta k e  an a c tive  p a n .

T h in k  th is  o v er, m e m b e r,

A rc  w e  r ig h t o r  are w e  w ro n g ?
A re  Y O U  an a c tiv e  m e m b e r?

O R  - - d o  y o u  ju s t be long?

s u b m itte d  b y  th e  M e m b e rs h ip  C o m m itte e  

A a N A , D is t r ic t  I



T H E  O F F -C A M P U S  PROGRAM F O R  R E G IS T E R E D  N U R S E S

The College of Nursing and the Basic Science Department of the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center are collaborating with three state 
colleges and many health agencies to offer the upper division program 
leading to the Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing.

This project is designed to increase the number and distribution of 
nurses in Nebraska prepared at the Baccalaureate level in nursing and 
subsequently provide rural Nebraska with more nurses prepared to function 
expanded roles in hospital and community health services. The College of 
Nursing of the University of Nebraska Medical Center is in a unique 
position to implement such a project because of the flexibility of its 
articulated programs at the associate, baccalaureate and Master's level 
and the electives which represent a major strength of the baccalaureate 
program.

The Registered Nurses in these areas are employed full-time in 
various agencies and have families which make it Impractical for them 
to leave home for further study. Almost without exception these nurses 
are graduates of diploma programs who are now desirous of earning a 
degree in nursing.

The off-campus centers are located in Scottsbluff, 450 miles from 
the Medical Center and in Crnnd Island, 200 miles distant. The methodology 
includes the use of Challenge exams to establish credit for lower division 
nursing courses, the use of video-tapes, audio cassettes and telephone 
conferences, as v/ell as summer seminars and clinical experience. Faculty 
of the College of Nursing who teach the courses on campus are assigned 
responsibility for off-campus courses and to teach the summer courses 
at the two locations.

Both the upper division science courses and the nursing courses are 
taught by faculty at the Medical Center. The non-nursing courses are 
taught at Nebraska Western College in Scottsbluff, Chadrori State College 
and Kearney State College. Clinical experiences are selected by College 
of Nursing faculty in the local communities and these same faculty are 
with them in the summer. The responses of the Registered Nurses, 
employers, community health agencies and the colleges is most gratifying 
to observe.

The on-campus residence requirement has been waived by the University 
of Nebraska Board of Regents. Consequently they are able to complete the 
program without coming to either the Lincoln or Omaha campus.



ALASKA IfURSEU A fiSC'CIATICN

r e s o l u t i o n

R e g a r d i n g  the 

PUBLIC H E A L T H  N U R S I N G

WHEREAS, for many ye a r s  Public H e a l t h  C u r s i n g  has h a d  its finger 

on the pulse of the c o mmunity r e g a r d i n g  h e a l t h  ne e l c  and concerns of citizens 

through its u nique opportunity to se r v e  in the home; and

•
WHEREAS, this n u r s i n g  group h a s  d e v e l o p e d  new community services and 

p r o m o t e d  h e a l t h  o r g a n izations to meet the ne e d s  indicated; and

WHEREAS, this w o r k  is devotes, p r i m a r i l y  to the preventive area of 

health, w h i c h  is more cost-effective t h a n  treatment; anl

’.IHHRSAS, the service is not s t a t i c  or routine but has the ability of 

c h a n g i n g  its scope as societies need change; and

WHEREAS, other allied health a n d  social services professionals depend 

on this group ‘‘o visit patients for w h o m  they have concern; and

WHEREAS, Public Health N u r s i n g  as it exists in the State ani K x a i c i p -  

n l i t i e s  today is at r i s k  of changes th a t  are not in the best interest of the 

h ealth care consumer; anl

5E IT EUR THEE R E S O L V E D  that t h i s  service is of such value that if it aid 

r.ot exist it w o u l d  hav e  to be created; and

BE I? 7URTJI5R R E S 0 L 7 E 3  that t h e  A l a s k a  N urses Association recognizes the 

e xt r i n s i c  ani intrinsic value of P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s i n g  and lobby for necessary 

l e g i s lation support continuance anJ e x p a n s i o n  of Public Health N u r s i n g  services 

throughout the M u n i c i p a l i t y  a ni the State.

A d o p t e d  by House of Delegates 

A l a s k a  Nurses Association 

June *7, 1977

Gupior- s e n t  1 o:
S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s  

Wayor nullivan Eh'*!. o r tha Borou L 
"  v n  t h e  :  u n i  s i ;  " . . l i t , ;



T I T L E : 

G O A L :

M E T H O D :

R A T I O N A L E :

T o  p r o v i d e  c o n s i s t e n t  a c a d e m i c  a d v i s e m e n t  a n d  r e g u­
l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  d e g r e e  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
c o u r s e s  t o  b o t h  R N ' s  a n d  g e n e r i c  s t u d e n t s  i n  F a i r b a n k s .

A  f u l l  t i m e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  w i l l  
b e  l o c a t e d  in F a i r b a n k s .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  
p e r s o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. A s s e s s m e n t  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s .
2. C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  the 

S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o n t i n u i n g  
E d u c a t i o n .

3. T e a c h i n g  s e l e c t e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s .
4. E v a l u a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s .
5. R e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  a d v i s e m e n t  of  b o t h  c o n t i n u i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  d e g r e e  s t u d e n t s .
6. I n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  P r o f e s­

s i o n a l  N u r s i n g  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  (a p r e g r a d u a t i c n  
32 h o u r s / w e e k  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e  t h a t  m u s t  b e  
p l a n n e d  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  
f a c u l t y ) .

7. A d v i s e m e n t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f a c u l t y  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  c o u r s e s  n e e d e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  
i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a f u l l  t e a c h i n g  l o a d  in the 
S c h o o l .

T h e  g o a l  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  a d v i s e m e n t  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e­
d u l e d  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  in F a i r b a n k s  b y  t h e  S c h o o l  
h a s  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  
p r e s e n c e  of a f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  f r o m  t h e  S c h o o l .

T h e  a c a d e m i c  s u p p o r t  c o u r s e s  o n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  c a m p u s  
a r e  q u i t e  a d e q u a t e  f o r  the m a j o r  in n u r s i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  
t h e  c l i n i c a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  .in F a i r b a n k s  a r e  n o t  v a r i e d  
e n o u g h  to  s u p p o r t  the t o t a l  c o m p o n e n t  of c l i n i c a l  
c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  m a j o r .  It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
c h a n g e  in t h e  f u t u r e .

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s t a n d  a l o n e  p r o g r a m  in  n u r s i n g  
o n  the F a i r b a n k s  c a m p u s  is p r o b l e m a t i c  f o r  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  the f i n a n c i a l  c o s t  o f  d u p l i c a t i n g  
the e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m  is o v e r w h e l m i n g .  S e c o n d ,  q u a l i f i e d  
n u r s i n g  f a c u l t y  a r e  s c a r c e  a n d  m u s t  b e  s e c u r e d  p r i o r  
to a d m i t t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h i r d ,  the p o o l  of q u a l i f i e d  
s t u d e n t s  is t o o  l o w  to j u s t i f y  an o n  g o i n g  s t a n d  a l o n e  
p r o g r a m .

N u r s in g  E d u c a t io n  i n  F a ir b a n k  s  J



N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  i n  F a i r b a n k s  
P a g e  2

S t u d e n t s  w h o  v/ish to  p u r s u e  a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  in 
n u r s i n g  h a v e  s e v e r a l  o p t i o n s .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  
a b l e  to m e e t  a l l  n o n  c l i n i c a l  p r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  c a m p u s .  W i t h  p r o p e r  a d v i s e m e n t  
s e a t s  m a y  b e  s e c u r e d  f o r  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  
a n d  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  s e l e c t e d  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s  m a y  
b e  o f f e r e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s  as t h e  c l i n i c a l  a g e n c i e s  
t h e r e  d e v e l o p  a n d  as f i n a n c i a l  a n d  f a c u l t y  r e s o u r c e s  
a r e  i n c r e a s e d .

A l l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to c o m p l e t e  the f i r s t  t h r e e  
s e m e s t e r s  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  G e n e r i c  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  s p e n d  
t h e  n e x t  f o u r  s e m e s t e r s  in A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  l a s t  
c l i n i c a l  s e m e s t e r  in F a i r b a n k s .  R N  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e  
o p t i o n  o f  c a k i n g  t w o  s e m e s t e r s ,  s u m m e r  a n d  f a l l ,  i n  
A n c h o r a g e ,  c o m p l e t i n g  a t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  c l i n i c a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  c r e d i t  t h a t  w i l l  e x e m p t  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  
n e x t  t w o  s e m e s t e r s  a n d  m a y  r e t u r n  to F a i r b a m k s  f o r  t h e  
f i n a l  c l i n i c a l  s e m e s t e r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .

S e a t s  in t h e  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  b y  c l i n i c a l  
a g e n c y  p l a c e m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  b y  a v a i l a b l e  f a c u l t y .  
D u e  to t h e  lov; f a c u l t y  s t u d e n t  r a t i o  r e q u i r e d  in t h e  
c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s  the e x p e n s e  is q u i t e  h i g h  a n d  for 
t h a t  r e a s o n  e n r o l l m e n t  is l i m i t e d  to t h o s e  w h o  a r e  
w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  a d e g r e e .

T h e  p o s i t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  is d e s i g n e d  to s e r v e  b o t h  i n­
d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in p u r s u i n g  a d e g r e e  a n d  
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s e e k i n g  to m a i n t a i n  a n d  u p g r a d e  t h e i r  
c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a b i l i t y .  F u n d i n g  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  a s s i s t  t h e  S c h o o l  to m e e t  the 
e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  of  t h e  n u r s e s  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  i t  w i l l  
h a v e  a d i r e c t  i m p a c t  o n  the q u a l i t y  o f  n u r s i n g  c a r e  
o f f e r e d  the c i t i z e n s  o f  the c o m m u n i t y .

1 / 1 8 / 7 3



N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  in F a i r b a n k s  
Budgi t

12 M o n t h  F u n d i n g :  

P e r s o n n e l

1 f u l l  t i m e  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  $ 2 9 , 0 7 8 . 0 0
S e c r e t a r i a l  s u p p o r t ,  2 0 S, g r a d e  1 0 A  2 , 8 2 2 . 0 0
F r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  6 , 3 8 0 . 0 0

T r a v e l

M o n t h l y  f a c u l t y  m e e t i n g s  'n A n c h o r a g e  1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
O n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  deve.l' nt t r i p  5 0 0 . 0 0

C o m m o d i t i e s

O f f i c e  sup ,stage 5 0 0 . 0 0

T O T A L  12 M O N T H  B U D G E T  $ 4 0 , 2 8 0 . 0 0

9 M o n t h  F u n d i n g :  

P e r s o n n e l

1 f u l l  t i m e  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  $ 2 1 , 8 0 9 . 0 0
S e c r e t a r i a l  s u p p o r t ,  20£, g r a d e  1 0 A  2 , 1 1 5 . 0 0
F r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  4 , 7 8 4 . 0 0

T r a v e l

M o n t h l y  f a c u l t y  m e e t i n g s  in A n c h o r a g e  1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
O n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t r i p  5 0 0 . 0 0

C o m m o d i t i e s

O f f i c e  s u p p l i e s ,  p o s t a g e  5 0 0 . 0 0

T O T A L  9 M O N T H  B U D G E T  $ 3 0 , 7 0 8 . 0 0

It is a s s u m e d  t h a t  f u r n i s h e d  o f f i c e  s p a c e  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  in 
t h e  17AMI s u i t e .



U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a . A n c h o r a g e
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F Y  79 S C H O O L  O F  N U R S I N G  B U D G E T  R E Q U E S T

T h e  S c h o o l  of  N u r s i n g  r e q u e s t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  an e x p a n s i o n  of 
it s  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  f o r  F Y  79. T h e s e  r e q u e s t s  a r e  in k e e p i n g  w i t h  
th e  A c a d e m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n ,  the C h a n c e l l o r ' s  19 7 7  M a n a g e m e n t  
C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  t h e  b u d g e t  p r o j e c t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  p r i o r  to  this date.

I t e m  I: E x p a n s i o n  o f  W o r k l o a d

A. R e q u e s t :  T h r e e  f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n s  at t h e  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  
l e v e l  w h o s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  b e  in the S c h o o l ' s  o u t­
r e a c h  p r o g r a m .

B. B u d g e t :

S a l a r y  f o r  t h r e e  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r s
at $ 1 9 , 8 1 2 *  p l u s  f r i n g e  $71 , 3 2 3 ,

T r a v e l  a n d  p e r  d i e m  for m o n t h l y  p l a n n i n g
m e e t i n g s  at U A A  6,855.

C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s  500.
S u p p l i e s  500.

*to be a d j u s t e d  for C O L A  in F a i r b a n k s ,  B e t h e l  and Juneau.

C. D e s c r i p t i o n :

T h e  U A A  Schjool o f  N u r s i n g  o f f e r s  the o n l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  in t h e  state. Its p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d e  the 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  c o u r s e s  to g e n e r i c  and 
RN s t u d e n t s  a n d  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
c o u r s e s  for g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  state.

A  19 7 7  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  s u r v e y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  58 per 
c e n t  o f  R N ' s  in the s t a t e  d o  n o t  h o l d  the b a c c a l a u r e a t e  
d e g r e e .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  p o s i t i o n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  the b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  in n u r s i n g  is the m i n i m a l  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .  S e v e r a l  
s t a t e s  are c u r r e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i n g  the b a c c a­
l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  in n u r s i n g  as the e n t r y  p o i n t  in t o  p r o­
f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  is r e i n f o r c e d  
by the d r a m a t i c  d e c r e a s e  in the n u m b e r  of g r a d u a t e s  from 
h o s p i t a l  s c h o o l s  of n u r s i n g  and b y  the l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of 
a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  n u r s i n g  g r a d u a t e s  w h o  r e t u r n  to school 
for a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  in n u r s i n g  (30 p e r  c e n t  r e t u r n  
f o r  a d e g r e e  w i t h i n  3-5 y e a r s  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  the a s s o c i a t e  
d e g r e e ) .
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Th e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  A l a s k a  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  E m p l o y m e n t  F o r e c a s t  1976 p r o j e c t s  240 RN 
o p e n i n g s  p e r  y e a r  for the period" f r o m  1 9 7 4 - 8 5 .  T h i s  is 
an i n c r e a s e  of  140 e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p e r  year.
T h i s  f o r e c a s t  c o u l d  be m o d i f i e d  u p w a r d  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  The 
p r e s e n t  n u r s i n g  m a n p o w e r  s h o r t a g e  o u t s i d e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  is 
l i k e l y  to b e c o m e  m o r e  a c u t e  u n l e s s  i m m e d i a t e  s t e p s  are t a k e n  
to i n s t i t u t e  a p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  to c o r r e c t  it.

'T’he  c u r r i c u l u m  for a B.S. in  n u r s i n g  c a l l s  f o r  a p r e -  
g r a d u a t i o n  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e  c a l l e d  the P r o f e s s i o n a l  N u r s i n g  
C o n c e n t r a t i o n .  In th i s  c o u r s e  t h e  s t u d e n t  s p e n d s  32 
h o u r s  a w e e k  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  s e t t i n g  in a c h o s e n  s p e c i a l t y ,  
u n d e r  c l o s e  s u p e r v i s i o n  by  n u r s i n g  f aculty. T h i s  c o n c e n­
t r a t i o n  c o u l d  o c c u r  o u t s i d e  the A n c h o r a g e  area, w e r e  
S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  f a c u l t y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u p e r v i s i o n .  T h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  g r a d u a t e s  are m o r e  l i k e l y  to 
s e l e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  in t hose a g e n c i e s  and a r e a s  w h e r e  th e y  h a v e  
p r a c t i c e d  as s t u d e n t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  to 
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  s h o r t a g e  o u t s i d e  A n c h o r a g e  w o u l d  be 
to p r o v i d e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for s o m e  s t u d e n t s  to f u l f i l l  
t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c l i n i c a l  p r o g r a m  in o t h e r  areas.

It is o b v i o u s  t h a t  n o t  all s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  RNs 
w i t h  f a m i l y  o b l i g a t i o n s  w i l l  be a b l e  to c o m e  to A n c h o r a g e  
f or an e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  time. T h e  r e v i s e d  c u r r i c u l u m  
m a k e s  it p o s s i b l e  for RNs to s p e n d  a m i n i m u m  of 7 m o n t h s ,
2 s e m e s t e r s ,  in A n c h o r a g e  a n d  g e n e r i c  s t u d e n t s  a m i n i m u m  
of 4 s e m e s t e r s  p r o v i d e d  the s t u d e n t  c a n  r e c e i v e  the a p p r o­
p r i a t e  a d v i s e m e n t ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  c o u r s e s  b o t h  p r i o r  to 
c o m i n g  to A n c h o r a g e  and for t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  N u r s i n g  C o n­
c e n t r a t i o n  in h i s / h e r  o w n  l o c a l i t y .

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  p l a c e  a fu l l  t i m e  S c h o o l  of N u r s i n g  
f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  in e a c h  o f  t h r e e  c o m m u n i t i e s  to p r o v i d e  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  a s s e s s m e n t ,  p l a n n i n g ,  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  s t u d e n t  n e e d s  and c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  t h a n  is n o w  p o s s i b l e  
o n  a p a r t  t i m e  basis.

T h e  f a c u l t y  w i l l  be in F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u - S i t k a , and 
B e t h e l .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  1) a s s e s s m e n t  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  2), c o o r d i n a t i o n  of p l a n n i n g  w i t h  the S c h o o l  
of N u r s i n g  D i r e c t o r  of  C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  3), t e a c h i n g  
s e l e c t e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  4), e v a l u a t i o n  of 
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  5), r e c r u i t m e n t  and a d v i s e m e n t  
of b o t h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  d e g r e e  s t u d e n t s  6), i n s t r u c t i o n  
of s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in the P r o f e s s i o n a l  N u r s i n g  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  
(a p r e g r a d u a t i o n  32 h o u r s / w e e k  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e  t h a t  m u s t  
b e  p l a n n e d  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  by S c h o o l  of N u r s i n g  faculty) and 
7), a d v i s e m e n t  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  or c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f a c u l t y  on  the g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  and s u p p o r t  
c o u r s e s  n e e d e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  in the p r o g r a m .  T h e ^ e  a c t i v i t i e s  
c o n s t i t u t e  a f u l l  t e a c h i n g  l o a d  in the Scho o l .
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A p p r o v i n g  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  the 
n u m b e r  of  g r a d u a t e s  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  it  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a 
d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  to a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  n o n  A n c h o r a g e  c i t i z e n s  
of t h e  s t a t e  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s i n g  the r u m b e r  o f  n u r s e s  p r e­
p a r e d  to o f f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  in t h e i r  
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e s e  f a c u l t y  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  n e e d e d  c o o r d i­
n a t i o n  of  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  t h a t  a r e  d e s i g n e d  to 
e n h a n c e  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  and s k i l l  c o m p e t e n c i e s  o f  g r a d u a t e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .

I t e m  II: N e w  P r o g r a m  .. M a s t e r  o f  S c i e n c e  in N u r s i n g

A. R e q u e s t :  O n e  f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n  at t h e  A s s o c i a t e  
P r o f e s s o r  l e v e l  w h o s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  b e  to p l a n  and 
d i r e c t  a M a s t e r  o f  S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m  in N u r s i n g .  O n e  
s e c r e t a r y  w h o  w i l l  b e  p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  to t h e  D i r e c t o r  
of t h e  G r a d u a t e  P r o g r a m .

B. B u d g e t :

S a l a r y  for o n e  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  p l u s  
f r i n g e

S a l a r y  f o r  o n e  s e c r e t a r y ,  g r a d e  10 
p l u s  f r i n g e

T r a v e l
C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s
S u p p l i e s

C. D e s c r i p t i o n :

T h e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  in n u r s i n g  is a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  in n u r s i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  
e d u c a t i o n  and r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  in p r o­
f e s s i o n a l l y  i s o l a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h  as A l a s k a .

A  1977 S c h o o l  of N u r s i n g  s u r v e y  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  6.4 p e r  
c e n t  o f  A l a s k a n  RNs h o l d  the m a s t e r s  d e g r e e .  T w e n t y  p e r  
c e n t  of the r e s p o n d e n t s  in a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a d  a m a s t e r s  
d e g r e e ,  n o n e  o f  t h o s e  in s u p e r v i s o r y  o r  r e s e a r c h  p o s i t i o n s  
h e l d  a g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  and o n l y  t h i r t y - t w o  p e r  c e n t  of  t h o s e  
in n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p o s i t i o n s  h e l d  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e .

T h e  S t a t e  S e c t i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s i n g  h a s  89 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  F i f t y  s i x  of t h e s e  
p o s i t i o n s  r e q u i r e  the m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  b u t  o n l y  19 of the i n­
c u m b e n t s  h o l d  t h e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e .  A  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  n u r s e s  p r e p a r e d  for l e a d e r s h i p  is th a t  
at the t i m e  o f  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  AMU, o n e  t h i r d  o f  the S c h o o l  
of N u r s i n g  f a c u l t y  did not h o l d  t h e  m i n i m u m  c r e d e n t i a l  
r e q u i r e d  to te a c h ,  ie the m a s t e r s  d e g r e e .

$ 3 1 , 7 6 8 .

1 6 , 3 7 3 .

2,000.
1.500.
1.500.
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T w o  f e d e r a l l y  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s ,  T h e  C o m m u n i t y  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
P r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  F a m i l y  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  P r o j e c t  h a v e  
e x p l o r e d  the n e e d  f o r  a m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  in 
A l a s k a .  T h e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  is a n e c e s s a r y  o u t­
g r o w t h  o f  b o t h  of  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s .

N a t i o n a l l y  the f a m i l y  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  p r o g r a m s  are 
b e i n g  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c  d e g r e e  t r a c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  
r e m a i n i n g  in t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p a t t e r n  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  
i n i t i a t e d .  T h e r e  is a c r i t i c a l  n e e d  f o r  f a m i l y  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  "Bus h . "  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  in n u r s i n g  w i l l  p r e p a r e  
t h e s e  f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w i t h i n  a C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  Major.

A p p r o v a l  o f  th i s  r e q u e s t  w i l l  r e s u l t  in u n d e r t a k i n g  a 
t h o r o u g h  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  of  the A l a s k a  n u r s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
a n d  o f  e m p l o y i n g  a g e n c i e s  to c l a r i f y  b o t h  n e e d s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  
r e l e v a n t  to t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m .  
R e c r u i t m e n t  of a d o c t o r a l l y  p r e p a r e d  d i r e c t o r  w i l l  a l s o  be 
u n d e r t a k e n .  S i n c e  t h e r e  is a c r i t i c a l  s h o r t a g e  of n u r s e s  
p r e p a r e d  a t  t h e  d o c t o r a l  l e v e l  it  is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  this 
r e c r u i t m e n t  e f f o r t  b e g i n  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  F i n a l  
p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  s h o u l d  a w a i t  e m p l o y m e n t  of the 
D i r e c t o r .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  be a d m i t t e d  in S e p t e m b e r  1979.
It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t e n  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be a d m i t t e d  to the 
f i r s t  cl a s s .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f e s s o r  w i l l  be a d d e d  to the 
f a c u l t y  a t  t h a t  time.

I t e m  III: I n c r e a s e d  W o r k l o a d  . . C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  the H e a l t h
S c i e n c e s .

A. R e q u e s t :  O n e  f a c u l t y  p o s i t i o n  at the A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r
l e v e l  and o n e  s e c r e t a r i a l  p o s i t i o n .

B. B u d g e t :

S a l a r y  f o r  o n e  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  p l u s
f r i n g e  $ 23,774.

S a l a r y  for o n e  s e c r e t a r y ,  g r a d e  10
p l u s  f r i n g e  13,644

C. D e s c r i p t i o n :

K n o w l e d g e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  in t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f i e l d  a r e  
h i g h l y  p e r i s h a b l e  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  is m a n d a t o r y  
f o r  a l l  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  T h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  p r i m a r i l y  s e r v e d  g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s .  T h i s  y e a r  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0 0  n u r s e s  w i l l  h a v e  e n r o l l e d  in the C.E. 
c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d .  T h e r e  are i n c r e a s i n g  r e q u e s t s  f r o m  o t h e r  
h e a l t h  c a r e  g r o u p s  s u c h  as m e d i c i n e ,  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e ,  m e d i c a l  
t e c h n o l o g y  etc.



T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th i s  r e q u e s t  is to e n a b l e  the S c h o o l  to 
r e s p o n d  to t h e s e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  b y  e m p l o y i n g  a 
h e a l t h  e d u c a t o r  w h o  is a b l e  t o  p l a n  a c a l e n d a r  of  o f f e r i n g s  
a n d  t o  t e a c h  s o m e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  o u t s i d e  of 
n u r s i n g .  T h e  v o l u m e  of c l e r i c a l  w o r k  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e s  
c o u r s e  a n d  i n s t r u c t o r  a p p r o v a l s ,  f e e  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  t y p i n g  
c o u r s e  m a t e r i a l s  r e q u i r e s  s e c r e t a r i a l  s u p p o r t .

It  is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  
m a n d a t o r y  b y  S t a t e  S t a t u t e  in t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  It 
is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a d e l i v e r y  v e h i c l e  b e  p l a n n e d  a n d  i m p l e­
m e n t e d  p r i o r  to t h i s  t i m e  if t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  the e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m  is to b e  p r o t e c t e d .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  a c o r e  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  m a y  b e  p r o d u c t i v e  in i d e n t i f y i n g  b o t h  n e e d s  
a n d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  n e w  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  p r o g r a m s .

A n  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  to p l a n  
a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 w o r k s h o p s  a n d  s h o r t  c o u r s e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e ar.

I t e m  IV: I n c r e a s e d  W o r k l o a d  . . F a c u l t y  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  P r o g r a m

A. R e q u e s t :  T w o  F a m i l y  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  p o s i t i o n s  at
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  level.

B. B u d g e t :

S a l a r y  for t w o  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r s
at $ 2 6 , 4 7 J p l u s  f r i n g e  $ 6 3 , 5 3 5 .

C. D e s c r i p t i o n :

T h e  f a m i l y  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  is a n  e x p a n d e d  r o l e  in 
n u r s i n g .  It i n c l u d e s  h e a l t h  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  of 
commoii h e a l t h  d i s r u p t i o n s .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  w a s  f u n d e d  b y  
t h e  D N E W  D i v i s i o n  o f  N u r s i n g  for a t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d  
a n d  e x p i r e d  in J u l y  1977. C o n t r a r y  to o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  d i d  n o t  fu.id our a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a n e w  gr a n t .  
T h i s  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  a t t r a c t i v e  to g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  and 
the g r a d u a t e  in h i g h  d e m a n d  by h e a l t h  c a r e  a g e n c i e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  Bush. A p p r o v a l  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w i l l  
p e r m i t  t h e  S c h o o l  to r e s u m e  o f f e r i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  
f a c u l t y  w i l l  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  in 
n u r s i n g  w h e n  t h a t  p r o g r a m  is i n i t i a t e d .
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T o t a l  R e q u e s t  f o r  F Y  79:

1. R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  c u t s  t o  FY 78 B u d g e t  $ 65,936.

2. R e q u e s t  I t e m  I 7 9 , 178.

3. R e q u e s t  I t e m  II 53,141.

4. R e q u e s t  I t e m  III 37,418.

5. R e q u e s t  I t e m  IV 63,535.

T h r o u g h  the r e c e n t  c u r r i c u l u m  r e v i s i o n  t h e  S c h o o l  h a s  c o n­
s t r u c t e d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e .  In o r d e r  to e f f e c t  a t r a n­
s i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  l e a g u e  of e x c e l l e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  it is 
e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  c u t s  be r e s t o r e d  a n d  in o r d e r  to b e t t e r  
s e r v e  the e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  h e a l t h  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a n s  y o u r  a p p r o v a l  
of the b u d g e t  a d d i t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  is r e q u e s t e d .

B a c k g r o u n d  D a ta:

S i n c e  its i n c e p t i o n  in 1968, t h e  S c h o o l  has g r a d u a t e d  139 
n u r s e s  w i t h  the b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  w i t h  a m a j o r  ir. * g. The
g r a d u a t e s  i n c l u d e d  f i v e  w h o  w e r e  f o r m e r l y  p r a c t i c a l  nurst.^ and 
f i f t y  t w o  w h o  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s .  A t  l e a s t  s e v e n t y  f i v e  o f  t h e s e  
g r a d u a t e s  c o n t i n u e  to p r a c t i c e  a c t i v e l y  in the state, t e n  i n  the 
Bush.

S t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  in the p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  e r r a t i c  for the p a s t  
f e w  y e a r s  d u e  to the i n s t a b i l i t y  of AMU. E n r o l l m e n t  in the f r e s h m a n  
a n d  s o p h o m o r e  y e a r s  a r e  n o w  a p p r o a c h i n g  the n u m b e r  r e q u i r e d  for 
m a x i m u m  e f f i c i e n c y .  T h e r e  are p r e s e n t l y  210 s t u d e n t s  in the m a j o r .

T h e  f a c u l t y  are c u r r e n t l y  e n g a g e d  in s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  d e v e l o p i n g  
a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a r e v i s e d  c u r r i c u l u m  p l a n  t h a t  w i l l

1) f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a p p l i c a t i o n  for i n i t i a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  for N u r s i n g ,

2) i n t e g r a t e  the h e a l t h  a s s e s s m e n t  p o r t i o n  of  the F a m i l y  N u r s e  
P r a c t i t i o n e r  p r o g r a m  i n t o  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s ,

3) p r o v i d e  a c l e a r  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s o u n d  a r t i c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n  for 
RNs s e e k i n g  a BS d e g r e e  in n u r s i n g ,

4) p r o v i d e  a b a s i c  c u r r i c u l u m  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  the 
s c h o o l  to g r a d u a t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 s t u d e n t s  p e r  y e ar.

S t u d e n t s  a d m i t t e d  to the c l i n i c a l  m a j o r  this s p r i n g  will be 
e n t e r i n g  the r e v i s e d  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e  c u r r i c u l u m  c h a n g e  h a s  r e d u c e d  
t h e  h o u r s  t a u g h t  this f a l l  as f a c u l t y  p r e p a r e  for i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
the n e w  c u r r i c u l u m  P l a n s  h- b e e n  to i n c r e a s e  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  of 
t h e  S c h o o l  t h r o u g h  l o w e r  d i v x a i o n  e l e c t i v e s  this fall. H o w e v e r ,  
t h e s e  w e r e  c a n c e l 1ed b y  P r e s i d e n t i a l  d e c r e e .  T h e  i m p a c t  o f  this 
d e c i s i o n  o v e r  the y e a r  w i l l  be a l e v e l  of p r o d u c t i v i t y  for the S c h o o l  
s l i g h t l y  a b o v e  the p a s t  y e a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  a d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e .  A
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t w e n t y  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  i n c r e a s e  in c r e d i t  h o u r s  p r o d u c e d  is e x p e c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 8 - 7 9  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  as m o r e  f a v o r a b l e  e n r o l l m e n t s  
e n t e r  the u p p e r  d i v i s i o n  c o urses.

E a c h  s t u d e n t ' s  p r o g r a m  of s t u d y  u n d e r  t h e  r e v i s e d  c u r r i c u l u m  
i n c l u d e s  5 8 - 6 5  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  of n u r s i n g  p r e f i x  c o u r s e s .  F o r t y  six 
o f  t h e s e  a r e  t e a m  t a u g h t  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  250 h o u r s  
of c l a s s r o o m  a n d  1 4 0 0  h o u r s  in h e a l t h  c a r e  a g e n c i e s  p r o v i d i n g  d i r e c t  
c a r e  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d  g r o u p s .  T h i s  c l i n i c a l  c o m p o n e n t  
is t h e  c r i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  of the p r o g r a m .  T h e  t e a m  t e a c h i n g  r e q u i r e d  
a l o n g  w i t h  a l o w  s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  r a t i o  p r o d u c e  v e r y  h i g h  c o n t a c t  
h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  for the f a c u l t y  b u t  l o w  c r e d i t  h o u r  p r o d u c t i o n  for 
t h e  p r o g r a m . *

T h e  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e  is n o t  c o m p a r a b l e  to e i t h e r  s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  
or  o t h e r  l a b o r a t o r y  c o u r s e s .  T h e  t e a c h i n g - l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  is as 
c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  and m o r e  i n t e n s e  t h a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m  
s e t t i n g  y e t  t h e  f a c u l t y  m u s t  u t i l i z e  this e x p e r i e n t i a l  s e t t i n g  
w i t h o u t  t h e  p r e d i c t a b l e  c o n t r o l  c o m m o n  to o t h e r  l a b o r a t o r y  co u r s e s .
In a d d i t i o n ,  the f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  is r e s p o n s i b l e  n o t  o n l y  for the 
6-8 s t u d e n t s  a s s i g n e d ,  b u t  f o r  the w e l l  b e i n g  of  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
f a m i l y  o r  g r o u p  t o  w h o m  the s t u d e n t  p r o v i d e s  n u r s i n g  care.

It is o b v i o u s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  of d e t e r m i n i n g  p r o d u c­
t i v i t y  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  T h e  m o s t  e q u i t a b l e  m e t h o d  o f  m e a s u r i n g  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  of  c l i n i c a l  f a c u l t y  is in t e r m s  of c o n t a c t  hours. 
C l i n i c a l  f a c u l t y  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 6-8 s t u d e n t s  1 2 -15 h o u r s  p e r  
w e e k  in t h e  c l i n i c a l  f a c i l i t y  p l u s  4-5 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  in the team 
t a u g h t  c l a s s r o o m  c o m p o n e n t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  f a c u l t y  m u s t  a l s o  t e a c h  
the n o n  c l i n i c a l  c o u r s e s  in the p r o g r a m  and i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  
c o u n s e l i n g ,  a d v i s e m e n t  and t u t o r i n g  is q u i t e  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .

* B o t h  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a n d  N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  for N u r s i n g  C r i t e r i a  for 
A c c r e d i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e  S c h o o l  of N u r s i n g  f a c u l t y  to plan, select, 
a s s i g n ,  s u p e r v i s e  and e v a l u a t e  s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  in the 
c l i n i c a l  as w e l l  as t h e o r e t i c a l  component, of t h e  p r o g r a m .
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