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Februory 7, 1978

a n c h o r a g eSCHOOL DISTRICT
•JtlOO i tH iH i '!Od;1 A ri d

99*04

A H t A C O Pf 907 3.V^iry>1

The Honoroble  Char le s  H. Parr 

Alasko Slate House of Representat ives  
Pouch V

J u n e a u ,  Alaska 99811
RE: HB 586 Adult  E du c a t io n

Dear  M r.  Parr:

Under the provis ions of HB 5 8 6 ,  the Depar tm ent  of E duca t ion ,  en d  by i n f e r e n c e ,  the 
I x o I  school  d is t r ic ts ,  would assume respons ibi l i t y  for n o n - d e g r e e  programs in odu l t  
e d u c a t io n .

The Anchoroge  Community C o l l e g e  is p resen t ly  doirvo on e x c e l l e n t  job of p r o v id in g  these 
se rv ices .

It is d i ff icu l t  for us to see the  necessi ty  of  cfranging on obviously success fu l  system; 

how ever ,  there  may be reasons of o v e n i d i n g  s t a t e w i d e  interest  w h ic h  c o u l d  p rompt  this 
move.

s If so, we would a p p r e c i a t e  your ass i s tance  in com m u n ic a t in g  these reasons  to us for our 
information and  possible comment .

i r Very  t ruly yours,

Heather  Flynn,  Leg is la t ive  Cnoirperson  
Anchoroge  School  Board

jrn
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L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S  A G E N C Y

M E M O R A N D U M  J a n u a r y  30 ,  1978

POUCH V - STATf CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 998 U

907 465 3800

SUBJECT: R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  D epar tm en t  o f  E d u c a t i o n
u n d e r  HB 586. (Work O rde r  No. 4675)

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r l e s  H. P a r r

FROM: R i c h a r d  A. B r a d le y
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counse &

S e c t i o n  1 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  AS 1 4 .0 7 .0 2 0  i s  amended t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  D epar tm en t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a " d u t y "  t o  p r o v i d e  " e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  
and t r a i n i n g ,  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  and f i r e  s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  o v e r  16 y e a r s  o f  age  who a r e  no l o n g e r  a t t e n d i n g  
s c h o o l ."

Your q u e s t i o n  was w h e th e r  i n  p u t t i n g  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
u n d e r  a s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  " d u t i e s "  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
t h e r e  m ig h t  be t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a I l o o t c h - ty p e  l i a b i l i t y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .

I  have  s u b s t a n t i a l  d o u b t s  w h e t h e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 
o f  HB 586 u n d e r  e i t h e r  t h e  powers  o r  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  
d e p a r tm e n t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  H o o tc h - ty p e  l i t i g a t i o n ;  n o t e  t h a t  
t h e  Hootch c a s e  m e r e ly  c o n f i r m e d  what  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t h a t  i s  t h a t

"The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  by g e n e r a l  law e s t a b l i s h  and 
m a i n t a i n  a sy s te m  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  open t o  a l l  c h i l d r e n  
o f  t h e  S t a t e , . . . "  [ A r t .  V I I ,  s e c .  1, A la sk a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ]

I  a g r e e ,  how ever ,  t h a t  a s  b e tw ee n  t h e  two s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 o f  HB 586 f i t  more p r o p e r l y  
u n d e r  t h e  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  "p o w e rs " .



R e p re s e n ta t iv e  C h a r le s  H. P a r r
Page 2
J a n u a ry  30 , 1978

Y o u r  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  asks w h e t h e r  sec. 2 of the b i l l  pu t s  
the d e p a r t m e n t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  of c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
c o l l e g e s  b e c a u s e  o f  the o v e r l a p p i n g  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  
y o u  n o t e  that the d e p a r t m e n t  is g i v e n  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
in the a r e a  o f  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t h o u g h  it is 
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  of p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  
o p e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  the U n i v e r s i t y  of  A l a s k a .  A t  the p r e s e n t  
time, the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  is e n g a g e d  in s o m e  n o n - d e g r e e  
a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

In m y  view, sec. 2 o f  the b i l l  w o u l d  e x c l u d e  the D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  E d u c a t i o n  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in that f o r m  o f  a d u l t  t r a i n­
ing a n d  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  d u p l i c a t e s  the d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  of 
p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  o p e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a .  O b v i o u s l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  to the e x t e n t  that a n o n - d e g r e e  
p r o g r a m  is invol v e d ,  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  g i v e n  u n d e r  sec. 2 
o f  this b i l l  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  d u p l i c a t e  
s i m i l a r  p r o g r a m s  o f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  this d u p l i c a t i o n  is d e s i r a b l e  or  n o t  
is, of course, a p o l i c y  q u e s t i o n  for this c o m m i t t e e  and 
u l t i m a t e l y  for the l e g i s l a t u r e .

R A B : j p d
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