


MINUTES OF HOUSE

J a n u a r y  24, 1978

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  to o r d e r  at 3:05 P M  b y  C h a i r m a n  Parr.
A l l  w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n s  of Mr. B e n n e t t  a n d  Mr. Ose.
Mr. P a r r  a n n o u n c e d  the t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t o d a y  as b e i n g  
H B  536. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  B e i r n e ,  s p o n s o r  of  t h e  b i l l  w a s  f i r s t  
to testify. Mr. B e i r n e  s t a t e d  th a t  this b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  p r i v a t e  
p h y s i c i a n s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  in r u r a l  a r e a s  w h e r e  
the n e e d  for h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  exists. U n d e r  the b i l l  the 
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a n d  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e ,  w o u l d  p a y  f o r  a p e r c e n t a g e  of the a m o u n t  t h a t  w o u l d  be  
s t i p u l a t e d  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  the s t a t e  w o u l d  p a y  a s h a r e  
a n d  the l o cal g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  p a y  a share. T h e s e  h e a l t h  care 
p r o v i d e r s  w o u l d  b e  o n  a f u l l  t i m e  p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s .

Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .

Mrs. M a r i a  O s t e r b a c k  w a s  n e x t  to testify. Mrs. O s t e r b a c k  
s t a t e d  that the b i l l  w o u l d  s u r e l y  h e l p  a l l  b u s h  a r e a s  alot. S h e  
s t a t e d  that o n  the A l e u t i a n  C h a i n  they d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  m e d i c a l  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o  d o c t o r s ,  t h e y  h a v e  h e a l t h  aids, a f e w  
v i l l a g e  clinics. In  San<iPoint t h e y  h a v e  a c l i n i c  a n d  an  R N  a n d  
the c l i n i c  is a B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n .  T h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  does 
n o t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the c l i n i c  b e c a u s e  of its r e l i g i o u s  o r i gin.
S h e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a Dr. that u s e d  to w o r k  in A n c h o r a g e  
t h a t  w o u l d  c o m e  to S a n d  P o i n t  ? f  th e y  h a d  t h e i r  o w n  c l i n i c .  She 
s t a t e d  that U n a l a s k a  h a d  t h e i r  o w n  c l i n i c  w h i c h  t h e y  r a i s e d  f u n d s  for 
a n d  b u i l t  t h e n s e l v e s .  T h e  c l i n i c  h a s  two e x a m  r o o m s  a n d  a lab 
a n d  s e r v i c e s  b o t h  D u t c h  H a b o r  a n d  A k a t a n .  S h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  she 
w a s  s u r e  that the c a n n e r i e s  w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  to g i v e  s o m e  mo n e y ,  
if t h e y  w e r e  ab l e  to c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a P h y s i c i a n  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
w o r k ,  A t  p r e s e n t  a p e r s o n  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  h a s  to c h a r t e r  
a p l a n e  to A n c h o r a g e  for t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  c o s t s  $ 2 , 6 0 0 . 0 0 .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  a s k e d  h o w  d o e s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w o r k  in S a n d  
P o i n t .  Mrs. O s t e r b a c k  s t a t e d  th a t  t w i c e  a y e a r  a Dr. c o m e s  a n d  
w o r k s  o u t  of the c l i n i c ,  a d e n t i s t ,  she w a s  n o t  s u r e  o f  h o w  often, 
b u t  s t a t e d  th a t  the d e n t i s t  h a d  to w o r k  w h e r e v e r  h e  c o u l d  m o s t  o f  
the time out o f  the j a i l  o r  w h e r e v e r  he c o u l d  f i n d  a p l a c e .

Mrs. E d n a  C r a w f o r d  t e s t i f i e d  n e x t  o n  H B  536. Mrs. C r a w f o r d  
s t a t e d  that H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t  the c o n c e p t  o f  the 
bill.

Mr. P a r r  a s k e d  if at  p r e s e n t  t here w e r e  a n y  Dr. a v a i l a b l e  
to g o  out in t o  the r u r a l  areas. Mrs. Crawfcord s t a t e d  t h a t  t h ere 
w a s  an  E p i d e m i o l o g i s t  w h o  d o e s  go out on e p i d e m i c s  a n d  the h e a d  
of  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s ,  o t h e r  th a n  that , p u b l i c  h e a l t h  nurses.



Mr. P a r r  a s k e d  Mrs. C r a w f o r d ,  w h o  s h o u l d  i m p l e m e n t  this l a w  
if the b i l l  or o n e  li k e  it w e r e  to b e  pass e d .  Mrs. C r a w f o r d  s t a t e d  
t h e y  f e l t  C o m m u n i t y  of R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e

Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .

Mr. P a r r  s u g g e s t e d ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  a l l  the c o m m e n t s  m a d e  t o d a y  
a s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  b e  w o r k e d  up. Mr. P h i l l i p s  a s k e d  if s o m e o n e  
f r o m  C R A  c o u l d  c o m e  o v e r  a n d  e x p l a i n  the f i s c a l  n o te. Mr. P a r r  
a n s w e r e d  y e s .

M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  at 4 : 2 0  P M



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TENTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T  „ M
Bill/Resolution No.____ H o u s e  Bi l l  No. . o6  ̂ ___________

Title "An net relating to state shared~revenues Lor the support

Requested by   Date 1-20-78

I I . F ISCAL DETA IL
A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  5 R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d  D e v e l o p m e n t
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected M un ic ip a l  Revenue S h a r in g

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

FY  78 FY  79 F Y  80 FY  81 ( FY  82 FY  83
100 P E R S O N A L  SERVICES
200 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L

*

400 C O M M O D I T I E S

1Q0 E Q U I P M E N T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 _ G R A N T S .  CLAIMS. ETC. . 1,770.3 1,825.3 1,8 71.4 i , w ; 8 1,965.7 T / O I T O ”

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D  . 1,770.3 1,825.3 1,871.4 1,917.8 1,965.7 2,014.9
E B D E R A I  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify)

POSITIONS

F U L L  TIME
P A R T  T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See f iscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

Assumptions

1. Populations used arc from estimates prepared by the Department as of July I., ' ,
and hove been upwardly adjusted at an annua 1 compounded rite of 2'j‘i.

2. Only those municipalities currently receiving State Revenue Shining funds (AS43.18)
under health services and/or health facilities are assumed to be eligible under this h ’11.

3. All residents of the unorganized borough not covered under (1) (B) of the bill are 
assumed to he eligible. This should he considered a liberal assumption.

4. The entitlements computed Micludc the existing cost-of-living adjustment figures for
municipalities and an estimated 30% cost-of-living adjustment for municipalities and communities 
eligible under AS 43.18.010(h)(2).

(CONTINUED--see page two) /f
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5. Unified municipalities are treated as if they were a borough and/or 
a city. As an example, if a unified municipality's population exceeds 10,000, 
the municipality could not participate in this portion of the State Revenue 
Sharing Program. If the unified municipality's population is less than 10,000; 
then the municipality could participate under this category.

Other

Population in the Unorganized Borough

FY 1978 34,107
FY .1979 42,630*
FY 1980 4^,696*
FY 1981 44,788*
FY 1982 45,908*
FY 1983 47,056*

* includes the City of Valdez since in FY 1979 its population would exceed 7,500.

als

FY' 78

Boroughs $ 905.8

Cities in 
the Unorgan­
ized Borough 310.3

Other 554.2

TOTAL $1,770.3

FY'79 FY' 80 FY' 81 FT'82 IT'83

$ 9 2 8 . 4  $ 951.6 $ 975.4 $ 999.8 $1,024.8

204.2 

692.7

209.2

710.1

214.6 

727.8

219.9

746.0

225.4 

764.7

$1,825.3 $1,871.4 $1,917.8 $1,965.7 $2,014.9



CITIES IN THE 

UNORGANIZED BOROUGH

BETHEL (COLA 30%)

CORDOVA (COLA 15%)

NOME (COLA 26 1/4%) 

FETERS3URG (COLA 3 3/4%) 

VALDEZ (COLA 18 3/4%) 

WRANGELL (COLA 3 3/4%)

TOTAL CITIES ENTITLEMENT

BOROUGHS

CITY & BOROUGH OF SITKA 

(COLA 3 3/4%)

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
(COLA 7 1/2%)

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH 

(COLA 7 1/2%)

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
(COLA 3 3/4%)

NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH 
(COLA 33 3/4%)

TOTAL BOROUGHS ENTITLEMENT

•
«

FY 78 FY 79 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY

•

83
ENTITLEMENT POP. ENTITLEMENT POP. ENTITLEMENT POP. ENTITLEMENT POP. ENTITLEMENT POP. ENTITLEMENT POP.

55,397 3,409 56,778 3,494 58,192 3,581 59,654 3,671 61,149 3,763 62,677 3,857

34,586 2,406 35,449 2,466 36,771 2,558 37,246 2,591 38,180 2,656 39,129 2,722

40,795 2,585 41,820 2,650 42,862 2,716 43,935 2,784 4 5 ,04p 2,854 46,161 2,925

27,572 2,126 28,259 2,179 28,960 2,233 29,686 2,289 30,425 2,346 31,190 2,405

111,076 7,483

40,878 3,152 41,903 3,231 42,953 3,312 44,029 3,395 45,131 3,480 46,260 3,567

$310,304 204,209 209,738 214,550 219,925 225,417

99,211 7,650 101,688 7,341 104,230 8,037 106,837 8,238 109,508 8,444 112,245 8,655

330,711 24,611 338,974 25,226 347,454 25,857 356,135 26,503 365,043 27,166 374,168 27,845

106,170 7,901 108,831 8,099 111,545 8,301 114,340 8,509 117,202 8,722 120,131 8,940

216,889 16,724 222,310 17,142 227,874 17,571 233,567 18,010 239,403 18,460 245,395 18,922

152,793 9,139 156,605 9,367 160,517 9,601 164,530 9,841 168,643 10,087 172,856 10,339

$905,774 928,408 951 ,620 975,409 999,799 1 ,024,795



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  

ON

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 536

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s t a t e  s h a r e d  r e v e n u e  for the s u p p o r t  of 
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  in r u r a l  a r e a s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e . "

T h i s  A c t  p r o v i d e s  a p a y m e n t  o f  $ 1 2 . 5 0  p e r  c a p i t a  to p o p u l a t i o n  
u n i t s  q u a l i f y i n g  u n d e r  the a c t  w h o  s p o n s o r  or c o n t r a c t  for 
m e d i c a l  or d e n t a l  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  for t h e i r  r e s i d e n t s .  T h e  
i n t e n t  of  the b i l l  a p p e a r s  to be to p r o v i d e  f u n d s  to d e s i g n a t e d  
p o p u l a t i o n  s u b d i v i s i o n s  to e n c o u r a g e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a 
p r i v a t e  d e n t a l  or m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  in the c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  
i n t e n t  is to e n c o u r a g e  i n t e r e s t e d  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  d e n t a l  
p r o v i d e r s  to live in u n d e r s e r v e d  a r e a s  a n d  to p e r m i t  the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of l o n g  t e r m  c o n t i n u i t y  of  h e a l t h  care.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  
the f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s  in the b i l l  as p r e s e n t l y  w r i t t e n .
P a g e  2, li n e  3, the " d e p a r t m e n t "  is n o t  d e f i n e d .  A s  funds 
a r e  s t a t e  s h a r e d  r e v e n u e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  as to w h e t h e r  
the p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  u n d e r  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  o r  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  
a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

W h i l e  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t s  
the c o n c e p t  of t h i s  bill, w e  c a n n o t  r e c o m m e n d  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  
e x c e e d  the G o v e r n o r ' s  b u d g e t .

R e c o m m e n d e d  by:
R o b e r t  I. F r a s e r ,  M.D. 
D i r e c t o r

2 - L 
D a t e

A p p r o v e d  by: " ( /  ( I  ̂  lO  ___  / / < 7  3  /  7  f
H e l e n  D. B e i r n e  D a t e  /H e l e n  D. B e i r n e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

■
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