


School b il l

Dear Editor:
Attached is the bill I wish you could 

run for us. The following information 
will give you some background on the 
problem.
BY SWANSON

HOUSE BILL NO. 28 
Section 1. AS 14.03.080 is amended by 
adding a new subsection to read:

(f) If a public school is located within 
two miles of the residence of a pupil 
enrolled in a centralized correspon­
dence program provided under AS 
14.07.020(9) and transportation 
provided under AS 14.09.010 is available 
from that pupil’s home to the school, 
the parents of the pupil shall remit to 
the regional educational attendance 
area or the city or borough school 
district the amount of money which that 
area or school district would have 
received had the pupil attended the 
public school. The commissioner shall 
determine the amount to be remitted to 
the area or district in accordance with 
AS 14.08.121 or AS 14.17.021, respec­
tively.

Two years ago, a bill was passed by 
the Senate allowing all or any desiring 
student to enroll into the Correspon­
dence Study Course as an alternative to 
the public school system even if the 
student lives In an urban area.

A large number of students, with 
parents’ consent, have enrolled in the 
alternative program which, in some 
cases, have cause fund reduction to 
some schools.

Mr. Swanson, the sponsor of JIB-28, is 
receiving pressure from five of his 
school board superlntendanls of his 
area. Their staled problems are, as an 
example, a school (that he refused to 
name) has u man living outside the 
school in a trailer giving POT to the 
students during their recess. A lot of 
these kids pass out upon returning Into 
class to a wurm temperature from the 
cold of the outside area, This caused a 
problem for that school, because some 
of the ch ildren enrolled into 
Correspondence Study. Of course the 
bill he is proposing does nothing to 
correct the school problem.

It appears he Is trying to sacrifice the whole Correspondence program 
because of a few isolated problems.

All concerned parents should be 
urged to write their representatives Immediately!
Luther L. Jones 
Member of the Advisory 
Committee for 
Corn pondenccStudy

P.O. Box 700
Anchorage, Alaska

January 28,1977
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o m e  P u p i l s  M a y  P a y  D i s t r i c t

By DENNIS JOHNSON 
Times Staff Writer

Most Anchorage students in the 
state’s correspondence study pro­
gram would pay $2,100 to $2,200 in 
lost state aid to the local school dis­
trict under a bill set for introduction 
in the House next week.

It amends the funding section of 
the correspondence program to re­
quire students living within two 
miles of a school or school bus route 
and taking correspondence classes 
to pay their school district the equi­
valent of state aid which would go to

the district if they attended regular 
public schools.

Rep. Leslie “Red" Swanson, D- 
Nenana, said yesterday he will intro­
duce the legislation in the House 
early next week.

The state aid ranges from $2,100 
to $2,200 per student in Anchorage 
and up to $3,500 per student else­
where in the state.

“This is legalized blackmail,” 
said M.Sgt. Luther Jones of El- 
mendorf Air Force Base, who. has 
three children in the correspondence 
program. He said the majority of 
correspondence students in the An­
chorage would be directly affected 
since they live within two miles of a 
school or school bus route.

Of the 441 students in the state­
wide program, 125 of them are in 
Anchorage, Jones said. And of the 
125 students here, 115 live within the 
two-mile limit, he said.

Swanson said the bill is being in­
troduced to get correspondence stu­
dents living near schools back into 
them. "We can’t ask the taxpayer to 
support two school systems," he 
said yesterday via telephone from 
Juneau.

The correspondence program 
toes back to territorial days, said

program director Wanda Cooksey. 
However, in 1975 the state legisla­
ture amended the eligibility require­
ments to include all students, not 
just those in outlying areas, she said.

Correspondence study accommo­
dates students who are continually 
traveling with their parents or who 
want an alternative to regular 
schools, Ms. Cooksey said.

"What I ’m trying to do is go back 
to the original law,” Swanson said. 
He said correspondence study is 
causing deterioration of the schools 
in his area, which includes Delta 
Junction, Ft. Yukon, Tok, .anana 
and the Railbelt School District.

" I met with these regional super­
intendents last fall and correspon­
dence study was one of the problems 
they discussed,” Swanson said. He 
said students in the alternative pro­
gram are influencing their friends to 
drop out of school and take corre­
spondence study.

“Between 122 and 196 kids (in the 
program) could be going to bona 
fide schools,” he said.

Nat Cole, state Department of 
Education deputy director, said he is 
familiar with Swanson’s bill but he 
doubts if the bill’s wording would 
solve the problems Swanson men­

tioned.
Cole said some method of con­

trolling program entry is needed for 
students who have the option of at­
tending a regular school. However, 
he did not give specific solutions. 
The Department of Education was 
opposed to the legisla'ion opening 
the program to all students in 1975, he said.

Currently, the state cannot stop 
students from entering the program 
if they enroll by the end of the first 
quarter, said Ms. Cooksey. She said 
if a students want to enter after 
that, approval must be obtained 
from the commissioner of educa­tion.

The central program headquar­
ters is in Juneau, although '8 of the 
52 state school districts have local 
programs, she said. The Anchorage 
program is administered from Ju­neau.

The Department of Education 
also has requested $210,000 for addi­
tional correspondence program ad­
ministrative costs, Swanson said. 
Cole said the request is to accommo­
date increased correspondence en­rollment.

Swanson called the request un­necessary.
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S T A T E M E N T  R E G A R D I N G  C E N T R A L I Z E D  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  P R O G R A M  F U N D I N G  

P R O C E D U R E S

Prepared by the Parent Advisory Committee
Centralized Correspondence study students can not participate fully in many programs because they are, by definition, not enrolled in a district school. They especially do not qualify for funds such as local taxes or in lieu of local taxes, funds for students not on a public transportation route, PL 874 (Tederal Impact) funds, distance equalization funds, etc. This discriminatory situation means that of all students in the State, only Centralized C/S students are funded at a bare foundation level. Students enrolled in a district C/S program have the same needs exactly, yet they are eligible for and do receive all of the special funds.
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H B  390

A c t i o n

HB 28 

S w a n s o n

A p r i l  5, 1977

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  to o r d e r  b y  C h a i r m a n  P a r r  at 
3 : 0 5  p.m. T h o s e  p r e s e n t :  P a rr, P h i l l i p s ,  C h a t t e r t o n ,
B e n n e t t ,  N a k a k ,  C o t t e n  & B e i r n e  w i t h  Mrs. B u c h h o l d t  c o m i n g  
i n  later.

A b s e n t :  Ose.

Mr. P a r r  a n n o u n c e d  to  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a g r o u p  of 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  in 
A l a s k a  a n d  a s k e d  Mrs. W a n d a  C o o k s e y  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
E d u c a t i o n  to  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

C h a i r m a n  P a r r  t h e n  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  H B  390 w o u l d  b e  f i r s t  
o n  t h e  a g e n d a  a n d  a s k e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L e t h i n  to s p e a k  o n  t h e  
b ill. Mr. L e t h i n  s a i d  t h a t  he h a d  i n t r o d u c e d  the l e g i s l a t i o n  
a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  a n d  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  the L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t  
a n d  t h e  m o n e y  a p p l i e d  for w o u l d  b e  s p e n t  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .
S a i d  h e  h a d  w a n t e d  to m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  m o n e y  w a s  e a r m a r k e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h a t  P r o j e c t .  T h e r e  w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  as to 
w h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  is a n d  h o w  it o p e r a t e s  a n d  the n e e d  for t h e  
m o n e y .  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e a s k e d  as to w h e t h e r  it is a n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  h o w  it g o t  s t a r t e d  a n d  h o w  lo n g  it has b e e n  
o p e r a t i n g .  i’r. L e t h i n  s a i d  it h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  for s e v e r a l  
y e a r s ,  t h a t  it is a n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  is b e i n g  d o n e  
a l l  o v e r  the n a t i o n .

E u l a  R u b y  s p o k e  f r o m  the s i d e l i n e s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  the 
p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  for 3 y e a r s ,  t h a t  it s t a r t e d  o u t  
s m a l l  w i t h  3 v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  n o w  it h a s  g r o w n  to w h e r e  th e y  
h a v e  h a d  to t u r n  s t u d e n t s  away. S h e  s t a t e d  t h e y  w o r k  w i t h  
the m o s t  i l l i t e r a t e  a d u l t s .

Mr. P h i l l i p s  m o v e d  to  p a s s  the b i l l  o u t  of  c o m m i t t e e .
T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .

N e x t  on  the a g e n d a  w a s  (IB ?8 a n d  Mr. S w a n s o n  s p o k e  on 
the b i ll. Mr. S w a n s o n  s a i d  the p r o g r a m  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n i t i a t e d  
f o r  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  h a d  n o  w a y  of g o i n g  to s c h o o l .  H e  s t a t e d  
3 y e a r s  a g o  t h e  s t a t u t e  w a s  a m e n d e d  by  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  so t h a t  
it w a s  o p e n  to a n y o n e  to t a k e  the c o u r s e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  w h e r e  
t h e y  live. He s t a t e d  h e  h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  this 
l e g i s l a t i o n  b y  s o m e  of  t h e  R E A A ' s  in his d i s t r i c t .  He  s t a t e d  
a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Dept, o f  E d u c a t i o n  he h a d  t a k e n  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  the a t t o r n e y s  to d r a f t  the l e g i s l a t i o n .  He s a i d  
h e  f e l t  the A r e a  B o a r d s  o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E c u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  
s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  tl^ program. H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  
ar e  a b o u t  441 s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in t h e  p r o g a m ,  245 a r e  in r u r a l  
A l a s k a  w h e r e  t h e r e  are n o  s c h o o l s  a t  all b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  c o u l d  go 
to p u b l i c  sch o o l s .



C o l e

C o o k s e y

Mr. S w a n s o n  s t a t e d  i n  p a r t s  o f  h i s  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  is a 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p r o g r a m  w h e r e  t h e r e  is a d i r e c t o r  i n  the d i s t r i c t  
an d  w h e r e  s o m e  c h i l d r e n  l i v e  r i g h t  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  r o u t e  
a n d  o t h e r s  l i v e  w i t h i n  h a l f  a m i l e  o f  the school. H e  s t a t e d  
t h e r e  w e r e  7 o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a n d  f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  u s e d  
to b u i l d  a b u r e a u c r a c y .

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  of Mr. S w a n s o n  as to h o w  he ca m e  
up  w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e  i n  the b i l l  o f  h a v i n g  to li v e  2 m i l e s  or 
m o r e  a w a y  f r o m  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  a s c h ool.

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  2 t y p e s  of  s t udies, 
w h e r e  the l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d  in t h e  R E A A  has to a p p r o v e  the 
o n e  a n d  if in a C e n t r a l i z e d  P r o g r a m ,  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of 
E d u c a t i o n  h a s  to  a p p r o v e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .

N e x t  t o  t e s t i f y  w a s  Dr. C o l e  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n .  
Dr. C o l e  s t a t e d  t h a c  t h e  l a w  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a p a r e n t  is not 
c o m p e l l e d  to s e n d  a s t u d e n t  to s c h o o l  w h o  l i v e s  2 m i l e s  f r o m  
a s c h o o l  o r  2 m i l e s  f r o m  a b u s  route. He s t a t e d  2 y e a r s  ago 
the o p t i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w h e r e i n  
p a r e n t s  c o u l d  p u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e s  no 
m a t t e r  w h e r e  t h e y  lived. S a i d  the D e p a r t m e n t  o p p o s e d  it then 
a n d  t h e y  s t i l l  t h i n k  t h e r e  is a p r o b l e m  w i t h  this t y p e  of 
o p t i o n .

Mr. P a r r  a s k e d  o f  Mr. C o l e  in the insi^-.ce w h e r e  the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  t u i t i o n  rate, w h a t  " b a l l  p ark" 
f i g u r e  a r e  w e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  Mr. C o l e  s t a t e d  it c o u l d  c o s t  
s o m e w h w e r e  a r o u n d  $ 2 7 5 0  p e r  child. Mr. C o l e  s a i d  the D e p a r t m e n t  
h a d  a h a r d  t i m e  w i t h  the t u i t i o n  p o r t i o n  o f  the bill, s a i d  
t h i s  is l e t t i n g  s o m e o n e  b u y  an e m p t y  s e a t  in the s c h o o l  h o u s e  
and he r e a l l y  h a d  a h a r d  t i m e  w i t h  this.

D i s c u s s i o n  w a s  h a d  r e g a r d i n g  the fact t h a t  a c h i l d  can 
s t i l l  t a k e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  if he d o e s n ' t  q u a l i f y  for 
the p r o g r a m s  b y  p a y i n g  t u i t i o n  (under the b i l l ) . Mr. C o l e  
fe l t  the Dept, m i g h t  be a b l e  to s u p p o r t  rhe b i l l  if the t u i t i o n  
p o r t i o n  w e r e  e l i m i n a t e d .

Mr. P a r r  s a i d  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to b e  m o r e  and m o r e  p a r e n t s  
w h o  are p u t t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  or 
s e n d i n g  t h e m  to  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s .  S a i d  there s e e m s  to be a 
r i s i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and felt th a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  the w a y  the s c h o o l s  are b e i n g  run 
o r  s o m e t h i n g .  W o n d e r e d  if w e  h a d  the r i g h t  to p r e v e n t  t h e m  

f r o m  this p r o g r a m .

Mrs. W a n d a  C o o k s e y ,  A d m i n i s t e r  o f  the C e n t r a l i z e d  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S t u d y  P r o g r a m  s p o k e  to the a m e n d e m e n t s  th a t  
w e r e  s u g g e s t e d  by s o m e  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  of c h i l d r e n  p r e s e n t l y  
o n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

- 2 -



R a n n e y

G e r a g h t y

M c K i n n o n

Mrs. C o o k s e y  s a i d  it w a s  the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ' s  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  to s e e  the p r o b l e m s  w o r k e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  if p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  n o t  t h r o u g h  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  If l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  to h a p p e n ,  t h e n  t h e y  r e c o m m e n d e d  
th e  a m e n d m e n t s ,  b u t  t h e y  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
in o t h e r  w a y s .

T h e r e  w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  w i p i n g  o u t  t h e  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  
p r o g r a m  a l l  t o g e t h e r .

Mrs. C o o k s e y  w a s  a s k e d  if she t h o u g h t  the a m e n d m e n t s  
p r o p o s e d  w e r e  g o o d  o n e s  a n d  s h e  s t a t e d  the b i l l  w o u l d  be 
b e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  t h a n  w i t h o u t  them.

T h e r e  w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
r e c e i v e d  m o n e y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  cn c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s .

Mrs. C o o k s e y  w a s  a s k e d  if a c a d e m i c a l l y ,  e v i d e n c e  s h o w e d  
t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d e n t s  p r o f i t e d  as m u c h  as r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  Mrs. C o o k s e y  s a i d  she w o u l d  
s a y  "yes" b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  no w a y  a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d e n t  c o u l d  
m a k e  it  if t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  read. S h e  a l s o  s a i d  the c h i l d r e n  
t h a t  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m  p r o v e  to b e  
r e a l  r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h e r e  w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  the c o u r s e s  
w e r e  n o w  m o s t l y  o n  c a s e t t e  t a p e s  a n d  it w a s  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  to  d o  t h i s  w a s  t h e r e  but s t i l l  a r e  m o s t l y  w r i t t e n .

N e x t  to t e s t i f y  o n  H B  28 w a s  S t e v e n  R a n n e y  f r o m  T a k u
H a r b o r .  Mr. R a n n e y  s a i d  t h a t  he  is in 10th g r a d e  t h i s  y e a r
a n d  t a k i n g  a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e .  S t a t e d  t h a t  .last y e a r  he 
w e n t  t o  h i g h s c h o o l  a n d  fe l t  h e  l e a r n e d  m u c h  m o r e  f r o m  the 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m  t h a n  h e  h a d  in h i g h  s c h o o l .  S a i d  
h e  w a s  in t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  p r o g r a m ,  fe l t  it w a s  m u c h  m o r e  
d e m a n d i n g  t h a n  h i g h  s c h o o l  was. S t a t e d  he is t a k i n g  an 
E n g l i s h  c o u r s e  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  50 w r i t t e n  a s s i g n m e n t s .  
Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  o f  Mr. R a n n e y  as to h o w  f a r  h e  l i v e s  f r o m  
an a v a i l a b l e  s c h o o l ,  h o w  h e  g o t  his a s s i g n m e n t s ,  t h r o u g h  the mail, 
etc. a n d  w h e t h e r  he  r e q u i r e d  h e l p  f r o m  hij p a r e n t s .  S a i d  he 
h a d  r e q u i r e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  h e l p  f r o m  his p a r e n t s .

N e x t  t o  t e s t i f y  w a s  Mr. J i m  G e r a g h t y  f r o m  T o k e e n .  Mr.
G e r a g h t y  q u e s t i o n e d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  w e r e  p a s s e d ,  if t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  
s t u d e n t s  w n o  a r e  u n a b l e  to g o  to s c h o o l s  w o u l d  th e n  be u n a b l e  
to ta k e  the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m .  He f u r t h e r  a s k e d  
a b o u t  s c h o o l s  s u c h  as C r a i g  w h e r e  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o n  a c c r e d i t e d  
a n d  w o n d e r e d  if t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w i s h e d  to ta k e  a c c r e d i t e d  s t u d y  
c o u r s e s  w o u l d  b e  u n a b l e  to d o  so.

N e x t  to t e s t i d y  w a s  M a r g a r e t  M c K i n n o n ,  R e g i s t r a r  for 
t h e  C e n t r a l i z e d  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S t u d y  P r o g r a m .  S h e  s t a t e d  
t h e y  d o  h a v e  q u i t e  a few s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  o l d  e n o u g h  
t o  n o t  go  to s c h o o l  b u t  w h o  do  c h o o s e  to  t a k e  the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s t u d y  p r o g r a m  a n d  f i n i s h  t h e i r  h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n .  S h e  felt 
a s c h o o l  b o a r d  m a y  n o t  t e n d  to a p p r o v e  this t y p e  o f  s i t u a t i o n



a n d  felt if a s t u d e n t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  e n o u g h  to t a k e  a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s t u d y  p r o g r a m  a n d  f i n i s h  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  do  so.

HB  28 w a s  h e l d  o v e r  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

C h a i r m a n  P a r r  t o l d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  H B  212 w a s  n e x t  a n d  
a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  p l e a s u r e  o n  it  as to w h e t h e r  t h e y  w a n t e d  
to h e a r  t e s t i m o n y  o r  w a n t e d  to w a i t  o n  it d u e  t o  t h e  l a t e n e s s  
o f  t h e  day. Mr. N a k a k  a s k e d  if Mr. C o l e  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  g o  o v e r  
t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o n  the f i s c a l  n ote. Mr. C o l e  w a s  a s k e d  t o  w a l k  
th e  c o m m i t t e e  t h r o u g h  e a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  w h i c h  
he  did.

T h e r e  w a s  m u c h  c i s c u s s i o n  as to t h e  c o s t  d i f f e r e n t i a l ,  
t h e  i s o l a t i o n  factor.

Mr. N a k a k  p r o p o s e d  a n  a m e n d e m e n t  to the C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  
w h i c h  w o u l d  p u t  t h e  5% d i f f e r e n t i a l  b a c k  in. Mr. C o t t e n  s a i d  
he w a s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  to d o  a n y t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  a n d  Mr. N a k a k  
a s k e d  t h a t  the b i l l  b e  h e l d  over.

Mr. C o l e  w a s  a s k e d  to g i v e  the c o m m i t t e e  f i g u r e s  f o r  p u t t i n g  
the 5% b a c k  in.

T h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  5:30. p.m.
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School Board 
Box 108
Glennallen, Alaska 99588  
(9 0 7 )  822 -3234

M a r c h  25, 1977

H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  H. P a r r  
A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  Sir:

T h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  
in  o p p o s i n g  H B  28 i n  the o r i g i n a l  a n d  a m e n d e d  v e r s i o n .  W e  
s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d :

1. E l i m i n a t e  p a r e n t ' s  r i g h t  of c h o i c e  f o r  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

7. I n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d r o p - o u t s  in the 1 5 - 1 8  
y e a r  o l d  s t u d e n t s .

3. I m p o s e  an  e x t r a  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  o n  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  
m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  the t i m e  to  r e a d  o u r  e x p r e s s i o n s .

V e r y  s i n c e r e l y ,

P a u l  W e i r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r m a n  
C o p p e r  R i v e r  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  B o a r d  
P.O. B o x  275
G l e n n a l l e n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 8 8

P W : p m

c c : B i l l  O v e r s t r e e t



TO: House HESS C o m m itte e  Members

FROM: W a n d a  J. C o o k s e y
A d m i n i s t r a t o r
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S t u d y  P r o g r a m s  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n
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