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HB 390

Action

HB 28

Swanson

MINUTES OF HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE

April 5, 1977

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Parr at
3:05 p.m. Those present: Parr, Phillips, Chatterton,
Bennett, Nakak, Cotten & Beirne with Mrs. Buchholdt coming
in later.

Absent: Ose.

Mr. Parr announced to the committee that a group of
correspondence students were present from various places 1in
Alaska and asked Mrs. Wanda Cooksey from the Department of
Education to introduce the students.

Chairman Parr then announced that HB 390 would be first
on the agenda and asked Representative Lethin to speak on the
bill. Mr. Lethin said that he had introduced the legislation
at the request and was supported by the Literacy Project
and the money applied for would be spent for the project.

Said he had wanted to make sure that this money was earmarked
specifically for that Project. There was discussion as to
what the program is and how it operates and the need for the
money. Questions wereasked as to whether it is a non-profit
organization, how it got started and how long it has been
operating. iT. Lethin said it has been going for several
years, that it is a non-profit organization and is being done
all over the nation.

Eula Ruby spoke from the sidelines stating that the
project has been operating for 3 years, that it started out
small with 3 volunteers and now it has grown to where they
have had to turn students away. She stated they work with
the most illiterate adults.

Mr. Phillips moved to pass the bill out of committee.
There being no objection, the motion carried.

Next on the agenda was (IB ?8 and Mr. Swanson spoke on
the bill. Mr. Swanson said the program was originally initiated
for students that had no way of going to school. He stated
3 years ago the statute was amended by the legislature so that
it was open to anyone to take the courses, regardless of where
they live. He stated he had been asked to introduce this
legislation by some of the REAA®"s in his district. He stated
after consulting with the Dept, of Education he had taken the
information to the attorneys to draft the legislation. He said
he felt the Area Boards or the Department of Ecucation should have
some measure of control over tl”program. He stated there
are about 441 students enrolled in the progam, 245 are in rural
Alaska where there are no schools at all but the others could go
to public schools.



Cole

Cooksey

Mr. Swanson stated in parts of his district there is a
correspondence program where there is a director in the district
and where some children live right on the school bus route

and others live within half a mile of the school. He stated
there were 7 on correspondence and felt they were being used

to build a bureaucracy.

Questions were asked of Mr. Swanson as to how he came
up with the figure in the bill of having to live 2 miles or
more away Tfrom transportation or a school.

Questions were asked regarding the 2 types of studies,
where the local school board in the REAA has to approve the
one and if in a Centralized Program, the Commissioner of
Education has to approve the applicant.

Next to testify was Dr. Cole from the Department of Education.
Dr. Cole stated thac the law provides that a parent is not
compelled to send a student to school who lives 2 miles from
a school or 2 miles from a bus route. He stated 2 years ago
the option was created by members of the legislature, wherein
parents could put their children on correspondence courses no
matter where they lived. Said the Department opposed it then
and they still think there is a problem with this type of
option.

Mr. Parr asked of Mr. Cole in the insi”®-.ce where the
Commissioner determines the tuition rate, what "ball park"
figure are we talking about? Mr. Cole stated it could cost
somewhwere around $2750 per child. Mr. Cole said the Department
had a hard time with the tuition portion of the bill, said
this is letting someone buy an empty seat in the school house
and he really had a hard time with this.

Discussion was had regarding the fact that a child can
still take correspondence study if he doesn"t qualify for
the programs by paying tuition (under the bill). Mr. Cole
felt the Dept, might be able to support rhe bill if the tuition
portion were eliminated.

Mr. Parr said there appears to be more and more parents
who are putting their children on correspondence study or
sending them to private schools. Said there seems to be a
rising dissatisfaction with the public schools and felt that
there was a problem with the way the schools are being run
or something. Wondered if we had the right to prevent thenm
from this program.

Mrs. Wanda Cooksey, Administer of the Centralized
Correspondence Study Program spoke to the amendements that
were suggested by some of the parents of children presently
on the program.
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Mrs. Cooksey said it was the Advisory Committee"s opinion
that they would like to see the problems worked out through
the Department of Education, 1if possible, and not through
legislation. If legislation has to happen, then they recommended
the amendments, but they would prefer to handle the problems
in other ways.

There was discussion about wiping out the decentralized
program all together.

Mrs. Cooksey was asked if she thought the amendments
proposed were good ones and she stated the bill would be
better with the amendments than without them.

There was discussion as to whether a school district
received money for children cn correspondence study programs.

Mrs. Cooksey was asked if academically, evidence showed
that correspondence students profited as much as regular school
students from public schools. Mrs. Cooksey said she would
say "yes" because there was no way a correspondence student could
make it if they couldn"t read. She also said the children
that go through the correspondence study program prove to be
real responsible. There was discussion as to whether the courses
were now mostly on casette tapes and it was brought out that
the potential to do this was there but still are mostly written.

Next to testify on HB 28was Steven Ranney from Taku
Harbor. Mr. Ranney saidthat he is in 10th grade this year

and taking a correspondence course. Stated that .last year he
went to highschool and felt he learned much more from the
correspondence study program than he had in high school. Said
he was in the centralized program, felt it was much more
demanding than high school was. Stated he is taking an

English course and there are more than 50 written assignments.
Questions were asked of Mr. Ranney as to how far he lives fronm

an available school, how he got his assignments, through the mail,
etc. and whether he required help from hij parents. Said he

had required very littlehelp from his parents.

Next to testify wasMr. Jim Geraghty from Tokeen. Mr.
Geraghty questioned if this bill were passed, if the handicapped
students wno are unable to go to schools would then be unable
to take the correspondence study program. He further asked
about schools such as Craig where the schools are non accredited
and wondered if the students who wished to take accredited study
courses would be unable to do so.

Next to testidy was Margaret McKinnon, Registrar for
the Centralized Correspondence Study Program. She stated
they do have quite a few secondary students who are old enough
to not go to school but who do choose to take the correspondence
study program and finish their high school education. She felt
a school board may not tend to approve this type of situation



and felt if a student was determined enough to take a correspondence
study program and finish his education he should have the
opportunity to do so.

HB 28 was held over for further consideration.

Chairman Parr told the Committee HB 212 was next and
asked the committee®"s pleasure on it as to whether they wanted
to hear testimony or wanted to wait on it due to the lateness
of the day. Mr. Nakak asked if Mr. Cole could perhaps go over
the breakdown on the fiscal note. Mr. Cole was asked to walk
the committee through each section of the fiscal note which
he did.

There was much ciscussion as to the cost differential,
the isolation factor.

Mr. Nakak proposed an amendement to the Committee Substitute
which would put the 5% differential back in. Mr. Cotten said
he was not prepared to do anything with the bill and Mr. Nakak
asked that the bill be held over.

Mr. Cole was asked to give the committee figures for putting
the 5% back in.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30. p.m.
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March 25, 1977

Honorable Charles H. Parr
Alaska House of Representatives
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Sir:
The Copper River School District would like your cooperation
in opposing HB 28 in the original and amended version. We

still feel that this bill would:

1. Eliminate parent®s right of choice for the
education of their children.

7. Increase the number of drop-outs in the 15-18
year old students.

3. Impose an extra financial burden on religious and
minority groups.

Thank you for taking the time to read our expressions.

Very sincerely,

Paul Weir, Legislative Chairman
Copper River School District Board
P.0O. Box 275

Glennallen, Alaska 99588

PW:pm

cc: Bill Overstreet
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Administrator il*.  A4TA
Correspondence Study Programs
Department of Education

February 17, 1977
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