


S E N A T E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S e n a t o r  J o e  O r s i n i  
C h a i r m a n

S e n a t e B i l l  No. 47
P r i m e  S p  ar

C m f L

R e s o l u t i o n  No.

T h i s  B i l l  is c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Y o u r  r e s p o n s e ,  as 
p r i m e  s p o n s o r ,  to  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  
h a s t e n  C o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  B i l l .

1 . W h a t  is t h e  n e e d  f o r  y o u r  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  w h a t  is 
t h e  g o a l  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  to  a c c o m p l i s h ?

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  if a p e r s o n  m a k e s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  ( p a i n t i n g ,  
l a n d s c a p i n g ,  f e n c i n g ,  e t c., o n  t h e i r  h c $ e  t h e  v a l u e  g o e s  u p  a n d  
t h e y  p a y  m o r e  t a x e s .  T h i s  d i s c o u r a g e s  s o m e  p e o p l e  f r o m  i m p r o v i n g  
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  i m p o s e  a m o r a t o r i u m  o n  s u c h  i n c r e a  
a n d  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  b e a u t i f y  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .

2. A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  v i a b l e  w a y s  of a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h i s  
s a m e  g o a l ?

A  s y s t e m  o f  g r a n t s  o r  l o a n s  m i g h t  b e  u t i l i z e d ,  b u t  t h i s  s e e m s  m o r e  
c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  p r o b a b l y  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e .

3. P e r s o n s  o r  g r o u p s  y o u  k n o w  o f  w h o  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

I k n o w  o f  n o  o r g a n i z e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l .

A. P e r s o n s  o r  g r o u p s  y o u  knox* o f  w h o  a r e  o p p o s i n g  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n .

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o p p o s e d  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
b u t  I d o  n o t  knoxtf o f  a n y  s p e c i f i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .

5. C a n  y o u ’f o r e s c e  a n y  n e w  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  c a u s e d  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  y o u r  b i l l ?

If n o t  p r o p e r l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  
p r o b l e m s .

6 . W h a t  is t h e  e a r l i e s t  t i m e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  the S e n a t e  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  to c o n s i d e r  

y o u r  b i l l ?
I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  b i l l  t h e  w e e k  o f  

F e b r u a r y  28.



Haines Borough
P . O .  B o x  r 3 0 A /  

H a i n e s ,  A l a s k a  99827

February 16, 1977

Senator Joe Orsini 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alt 3ka 99811 

Dear Senator Orsini:

The Haines Borough Assembly wishes to thank you for your letters 
and copies of proposed bills which may have an effect on our municipality.

Please accept this letter in support of Senate Bill No. /t7 - "An 

Act allowing municipal property tax exemptions for certain improvements 
to real property." This bill was discussed at great length and the 
Assembly feels that if passed, this would be of a great advantage to 
the taxpayers in our area. We are constantly receiving comments concern­
ing the increase of taxes due to improvements on their homes, Many of 
the residents of Haines feel that they should be given "a break" for 
trying to keep their homes nice looking v/hich, when completed, would 
enhance the exterior appearance or quality of the land or structure.

Also, for your information, I am sending to you a copy of the minutes 
for a meeting held concerning the recent attorney general's opinion con­
cerning third class borough powers and a copy of the newpaper article that 
was published b y  our local paper, the Chilkat Valley News. Y/e would be 
interested in any comments you may have concerning our problem here in 

Haines.

Thank you for your time and concern.

Sincerely,

Secretary

Enclosures



P. 0. B o x  223 

Douglas, A l a s k a  . 99824

F e b r u a r y  10, 1 9 7 7

Se n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  Committee 

A l a s k a  St a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

The Honorable Joseph O rs in i,  Chmn.

Re: S B  No. 47

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Orsini:

I a m  w r i t i n g  y o u  as a  c i t i z e n  of D o u g l a s  f o r  the p a s t  

25 years, a  p r o p e r t y  ow n e r  a nd as a m e m b e r  of the P r o j e c t  P r i d e  

C o m m i t t e e  of the J u n e a u  Bor;.ugh.

F o r  y ears, I h a v e  f e l t  that the horae-owner w h o  takes 

pvride i n  k e e p i n g  h i s  p r o p e r t y  in goo d  r e p a i r  a n d  m a k i n g  e x t e r i o r  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  tha t  w o u l d  e n h ance the ap p e a r a n c e  of the p r o p e r t y  

is p e n a l i z e d  b y  h a v i n g  o p a y  a g r e a t e r  tax ass e s s m e n t  t h a n  the 

slob do w n  the s t r e e t  w h o  has a  c o m p arable p i e c e  of p r o p e r t y  b ut 

do e s  n o t h i n g  i n  the w a y  of m a i n t e n a n c e  or b e a u t i f i c a t i o n ,  a nd the 

h o m e  is u s u a l l y  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  j u n k  cars, a b a n d o n e d  t railers, etc.

M a y b e  I a m  w rong, b u t  I h a v e  felt that p e r h a p s  t he fear 

of h a v i n g  to p a y  inc r e a s e d  taxes w a s  the p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  for the 

s l ob's life-style. W i t h  this b i l l  a n d  given w i d e  p u b l i c i t y  once 

it b e c o m e s  law, I w o u l d  ho p e  all of A l a s k a  w i l l  e m b a r k  o n  a  glant- 

size c l e anup c a m p a i g n  w i t h  empassis o n  paint-up, fix-up.

M y  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  the P r o j e c t  Pride C o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n  

m a i n l y  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  p u r s u i n g  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a  t a x  credit 

o r  r e b a t e  w h e n  the p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  m a k e s  exte r i o r  i m p r ovements, but 

w i t h o u t  this type of enabling legislation} m y  efforts h a v e  b e e n  in 
vain.

W i t h  the p a s s a g e  of this bill, n ot o n l y  w i l l  the p r o p e r t y  

o w n e r  benefit, b u t  the neighborhood, the community, cit y  a n d  state 

as well. I urg e  y o u r  support of the bil l  it has b e e n  l o n g  ove r  due.

PS P l e a s e  a d v i s e  m e  w h e n  this w i l l  b e  taken ^p 

b y  y o u r  committee. M y  p h o n e  is 364-2431. 

T h a n k  you.

^ S i n c e r e l y  y o u r ^  

/Julies H. 'Isaac
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CAPITAL OF ALASKA 

155 SOUTH SEWARD ST. JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

DATE: M a r c h  16, 1 9 7 7

FILE NO. L e g i s l a t u r e - 1 9 7 7

SUBJECT: S e n a t e  B i l l  47

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o s e p h  L. O r s i n i  
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  O r s i n i :

T h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  e x p r e s s e d
i n  S e n a t e  B i l l  47  b u t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  m i g h t  m a k e
t h e  b i l l  m o r e  v/orkable.

A s  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  it, t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  m u n i ­
c i p a l i t y  t o  e x e m p t  f r o m  t a x a t i o n  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  
a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  
r e p a i r  o r  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w h e r e  s u c h  w o r k  
e n h a n c e s  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  
e x e m p t i o n  r e a d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  g o e s  t o  " ’h e  a s s e s­
s e d  v a l u e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  r e a l  p r o p e r t y . "  A s  t h e  " i m p r o v e m e n t s  
t o  r e a l  p r o p e r t y "  i n c l u d e  t h e  e n t i r e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  a p ­
p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  e x e m p t  
t h e  e n t i r e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i f  r e c e n t  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  
r e p a i r  o r  r e n o v a t i o n  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  t o  i n c r e a s e .
I f  i t  is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e x e m p t  o n l y  t h e  i n­
c r e a s e ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  I w o u l d  s u g­
g e s t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

(F) M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  m a y  b y  o r d i n a n c e  e x e m p t  
f r o m  t a x a t i o n  a l l  o r  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e
i n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  r e a l  p r o p ­
e r t y  i f  s u c h  i n c r e a s e  i n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  is 
d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  o r  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  
r e p a i r  o r  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  
a n d  if  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e p a i r  o r  
r e n o v a t i o n ,  w h e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  e n h a n c e s  t h e  e x ­
t e r i o r  a p p e a r a n c e  o r  e s t h e t i c  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  
l a n d  o r  s t r u c t u r e .
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T he  H o n o ra b le  J o s e p h  L .  O r s in i
M a rc h  1 6 , 1977
P age Two

T h e  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  i n  t h e  a b o v e  s u g g e s t e d  l a n g u a g e  i n v o l v e s  t h r e e  
c h a n g e s  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  F i r s t ,  i t  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  m u n i c i ­
p a l i t y  t o  a l l o w  a n  e x e m p t i o n  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  
to n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  et c .  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i ­
p a l i t y  a l l o w  a  f u l l  e x e m p t i o n  o r  n o  e x e m p t i o n .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  
p a r t i a l  e x e m p t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  o r d i n a n c e .
T h e  s e c o n d  c h a n g e  m a k e s  c l e a r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  c o u l d  
n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  w h i c h  
is d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  e t c .  T h e  t h i r d  
c h a n g e  i n v o l v e s  t h e  i m p } i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  a n  
e x e m p t i o n  m a y  b e  g i v e n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
a l t e r a t i o n  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
a n  e n h a n c e m e n t  m u s t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  c a n  b e  g i v e n .

T h e  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n­
t e n c e  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  a r e  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e t a i n e d .

W e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b e  g i v e n  a l i t t l e  m o r e  f l e x ­
i b i l i t y  t h a n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  in t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  s e c t i o n .  A s  p r e s e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  g i v e  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .
W e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  a l l  o r  n o t h i n g  a p p r o a c h  
t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  g r a n t  t h e  e x e m p t i o n s  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  f o u r  y e a r s .  A l s o ,  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  
r u n  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  is c o m p l e t e d  o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  
a p p r o v a l  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  l a t e r ,  c r e a t e s  t h e  p r o ­
b l e m  w h e r e b y  a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  m a y  c o m e  in t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  
a f t e r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  t o  m a k e  a p p l i c c i t i o n .  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  i t  m a y  b e  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
c a u s e d  b y  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t .  I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  b e  d e ­
l e t e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  m a y  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  
o r d i n a n c e  w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  e x e m p t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  b i l l  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e m  w i t h  
y o u .  I c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  5 8 6 - 3 3 0 0 .

A n  e x e m p t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  
c o n t i n u e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  f o u r  y e a r s  
f r o m  t h e  d a y  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  is c o m p l e t e d .

G e r a l d  L. S h a r p  
C i t y / B o r o u g h  A t t o r n e y

cc: S e n a t o r s  C r o f t ,  R O d e v ,  W i l l i s ,  
F e r g u s o n ,  H a c k n e y ,  S u m n e r  

D o n  B e r r y ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  
A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e
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