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I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R H M E

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  9 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r u n o f f  e l e c ­

t i o n s  i n  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  2 9 . 2 8 . 0 4 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :  
. . . .  Me,  •
(b) A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  b y  o r d i n a n c e ^ e x e m p t  i t s e l f  f r o m  the r e q u i r e  

m e n t s  of this s e c t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  p l u r a l i t y  vot e  for e l e c t i o n  o f

o f f i c i a l s .
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was the third recent fatal diving accident at Kodiak. fl

WASHINGTON (AP) —  The governm en t h a s  sh a tte re d  the 
hopes and  ignored the needs of U.S. fishe rm en  in d raw ing  up 
p lans fo r regu la ting  fishing w ith in  the new 200-mile offshore 
zone, Congress w as told today.

‘‘We h ave  tak en  a s te p  b ackw ard s in th e  p ro tection  o f our 
fish e rie s ,"  sa id  P au l T. B rayton, executive se c re ta ry  of the 
A tlan tic O ffshore F ish  & L ob ste r A ssociation in testim ony 
p rep a red  for a  Senate  C om m erce C om m ittee hearing .

The com m ittee  is holding h ea ring s on im p lem en ting  the

Officials of the Kodiak Island 
Borough have called  a special 
election Tuesday, Feb . 8, for a 
runoff betw een the  two votc- 
ge tto rs  . la s t week's borough 
m ayo r election.

According to the final count of 
voles, reached  today in the 
o ff ic ia l c a n v a s s in g ,  W ayne 
Kotula and  Dorothy "D o ttle” 
Pau lson m ust n pp ea r again  on 
the ballo t since none of (lie six in 
the  ra c e  g a rn e red  the 10 per 
cen t requ ired  by law.

Kotula cam e close, as he 
needed 318 out of a to ta l vote of 
871. T od ay  a f t e r  th e  25 
challenged ballo ts and 10 ab ­
sen tee  ballo ts w ere counted, 
Kotula had 311 votes. Paulson 
w as a d is tan t second with 158.

P au lso n , c o n ta c te d  im ­
m ed iate ly  liftin' th e  canvassing, 
sa id  she had called  borough 
officials to say  " I t  w as obvious 
he w as the choice of the vo te rs."

Yet, apparen tly , a  concession 
by Pau lson would requ ire  the

cand ida te  with th e  next h ighest 
count —  Dan Ogg with 115 —  to 
run aga in s t Kotula. Pau lson 's 
reac tion  to th a t opinion: “Well, 
I guess we’ll have  a  re ru n ! "

She said, however, she thought 
it unnecessa ry  to hold a runoff 
for an abb rev ia ted  te rm . She 
sa id  siie would ra th e r  the  money 
he applied  som ew here else. 
" I\ly  though t was ju s t to save 
som e m oney ."

But as it is, Feb. 8 it will be 
Paulson ve rsu s Kotula.
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BOX 335 C I T Y  O F  H O M E R
Ja n u a ry  2 1 , 1977

HOMER, ALASKA

M rs. L i s a  Rudd
House o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s
Pouch V
Ju n e a u , A la s k a  99001

S u b je c t :  HB 9 , R u n o ff E le c t io n s  in  M u n ic ip a l E le c t io n s
H e a rin g  Ja n a u ry  28

D ear M rs. Rudd:

The C i t y  o f  Homer has c o n t in u a l ly  su p p o rted  th e  p o s it io n  
th a t  a m u n ic ip a l i t y ,  th rough i t s  e le c te d  body, sh o u ld  de­
te rm in e  f o r  i t e s e l f  i f  a ru n o f f  e l e c t i c  ■»s a n e c e s s a ry
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  e le c t io n  p ro c e s s .

Expe 'en ca  has shown th a t  v o te r  in t e r e s t  in  a r u n o f f  e le c ­
t io n  i s  e x tre m e ly  lo w , ra n g in g  between 10% o r l e s s  tu rn o u t
to  20% a t  th e  m o st. T h is  i s  p a r t l y  due to  c o n fu s io n  c re a te d  
by a r u n o f f  e le c t io n .  The " r u n o f f "  e le c t io n  i s  q u it e  d i f ­
f e r e n t  from  a "p r im a ry "  e le c t io n .  A p r im a ry  e le c t io n  p re ­
ced es th e  g e n e ra l e le c t io n ;  th e  ru n o f f  fo l lo w s  i t .  The v o te r  
.is  accustom ed to  th e  g e n e ra l e le c t io n  b e in g  the  d e c id in g  
e le c t io n .  The r u n o f f  r e v e r s e s  t h i s  s ta n d a rd  p ro ce d u re .

The ru n o ff  e le c t io n  d o ub les th e  e le c t io n  exp en se .

A c o n s id e ra b le  h a rd sh ip  caused by th e  ru n o f f  e le c t io n  i s  th e  
d e la y  th a t  r e s u l t s  in  o rg a n iz in g  th e  C o u n c i l .  The ru n o f f  
p ro v is io n  means th a t  an e n t i r e  month i s  l o s t .  T h is  i s  v a lu a b le  
tim e  to  th e  C o u n c ils  th a t  co u ld  be sp en t in  ru n n in g  th e  b u s i­
n e ss  o f  th e  m u n ic ip a l i t y  r a t h e r  th an  w a it in g  f o r  i t s  f i n a l  
members.

AS 2 9 .2 8 .0 1 0  m andates th a t  th e  C i t y  C o u n c il " s h a l l  p r e s c r ib e  
th e  r u le s  fo r  co n d u ctin g  m u n ic ip a l e l e c t i o n s . . . "  The l e g i s ­
la t u r e  sh o u ld  n o t then  t r y  to  p r e s c r ib e  what sh o u ld  be in c lu d e d  
in  th e  m u n ic ip a l e le c t io n  p ro c e s s .
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The C i t y  o f Homer en co u rag es th e  p assag e  o f  any b i l l  w h ich  
a l lo w s  th e  m u n ic ip a l i t i e s ,  th ro u g h  t h e i r  d u ly  e le c te d  g o ve rn ­
in g  body, to  p ro v id e  fo r  p l u r a l i t y  e le c t io n s  fo r  m u n ic ip a l 
o f f i c e .

V e ry  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

C IT Y  OF HOMER

L a r r y  C . Fa rn en  
C i t y  Manager
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