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Res S3 873

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L i s a  R u d d  
Cha-i r n a n
H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
R a u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  F.udd;

I n  o u r  b o r o u g h ,  a  s e c o n d - c l a s s  b o r o u g h ,  t h e r e  e r e  " 

t w e l v e  (12) e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ;  m a y o r ,  e l e c t e a - a t - i a r g e ; " f o u r  
{-}) a s s e m b l y m e n ,  c l e c t e d - a t - l a r g e  f r o m  t h e  a r e a  o u t s i d e  t h e  
C i t y  o f  K e t c h i k a n ;  a  s e v e n  (7) a s s e m b l y m e n  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  
t h e  Cifcv C o u n c i l .  A s  a  s e c o n d - c l a s s  b o r o u g h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

o f  A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 9 3 0  a p p l y .  A I X  o u r  t w e l v e  (12) e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  

h a v e  3 - v e a r  s t a g g e r e d  f e r m 3 .  U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 5 3 0  i n  o r d e r  t o  e f f e c t  a n  i r e  s a l a r y  c h a n g e  
f o r  a l l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  thro*, e l e c t i o n s  m u s t  

t a k e  p l a c a  b e f o r e  a l l  m e m b e r s  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  c a m e  s a l a r y .

A  K e t c h i k a n  G a t e w a y  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  s a l a r y  c h a n g e  
( f r o m  $ 1 0 0  to  $150) c o m m e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 7 6  e l e c t i o n  
a n d  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  w h e n  t h o s e  e l e c t e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 7 8  
t a k e  o f f i c e  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  a l l  e l e v e n  w i l l  a g a i n  b e  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  s a m e  c o m p e n s a t i o n .

H a v i n g  o b s e r v e d  -this t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  $ 1 0 0  t o  1 5 0  p e r  
m o n t h ,  i t  is apparent, t h a t  a m o n g  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e  i n v o l v e d  i s  a  p o i n t  o f“ i r r i t a t i o n  a s  a l l  h a v e  t h e  
s a m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

1 bf l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  c h e c k s  i n  o u r  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  p r e c l u d e  t h e  a c t i o n s  c f  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  a c t i o n s  airectncl t o w a r d  o v e r t  p e r s o n a l



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L i s a  R u d d  
M a r c h  2 1  r 19 7 8 
P a c e  t w o

g a i n  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  t a x p a y e r s .  T h o s e  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a p p l y  a r e  
t h o s e  s m a l l e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h e r e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  s u b j e c t  to v e r y  c l o s e  p u b l i c  scrufci 
E l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s a l a r i e s  m u s t  b e  s e t  b y  o r d i n a n c e  o n  w h i c h  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  h e l d ,  t h e s e  s a l a r i e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
a n n u a l  b u d g e t  o n  w h i c h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  h e l d ,  a n d  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  n e e d e d  t o  p a y  t h e s e  s a l a r i e s  a r e  m a d e  b y  
o r d i n a n c e  o n  w h i c h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a r e  h e l d .

T h e r e f o r e ,  I a m  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o v i ­
s i o n s  o f  A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 5 3 0  a r e  u n d u l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  a n d  I s u p p o r t  

B 3  8 7 3  a s  p r o p o s e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

u vs
J u d i t h  A -  S l a j e r

B o r o u g h  M a n a g e r

J A 3 : j w

c c :  K G 3  A s s e m b y  a n d  M a y o r
J i m  Ro l l s ,  E x .  D i r e c t o r ,  A M L



April 3, 1978

Ms. Lisa Rudd

Alaska House of Representatives 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

RI£: HR 873 "An act relating to the salaries of elected municipal officials"

Dear Ms. Rudd:

1 wish to present testimony in favor of passage of HR 873.

Having had the privilege of being elected a full time Borough Chairman in 

October of 1968, when the budget was set in Jure of 1968 for a part time

Borough Chairman, I found that compensation could not be increased because

of the w o r ding in the statute. I am very happy to see HB 873 introduced 

as this would amend this restriction.

I concur that wages should not bo decreased, as a person running for that

office naturally would expect to receive the compensation shown in the 
budget, but 'should, on the other hand, not be restricted from receiving 

just compensation for his efforts.

Very truly yours,

J O H N  A. CARLSON/ /
//Borough Mayor

JAC:mkr
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