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A p r il 15, 1976

Dear Governor Hanimonrl and Legislators.

He: Senate H ill No :t25

I l i i’ Gnulitinn of In terio r A laska Outdoorsmon lias previonslv stated the ir position on ra is ing Ihe rust of hunting and fish ing iironsos and 

big gnme tag fees. W e  now  feel tlmt it is time to better define and c la r ify  this position.

Senate H ill 1.15 as passed bv Sennte drastica lly  ehanges the license and lag  foe structure. It is our understanding that over 85°/o of reve­

nue generated by sales of licenses and tags entiles from non-residents. Hasod on this inform ation , we rpurstion how much w ill be ga ined bv 

doubling the cost of resident sport f ish ing and hunting licenses W e  believe fcwe i licenses w ill be sold, therefore decreasing nov ga in  

Imped In be achieved

W e  believe that three other areas should be considered lo r udd ihctm l revenue and to better distribute the rust burden to a ll those benefit­

ing front lis lt and game management programs Those are  as fo llows

I W e  do not believe that any va lid  reason ovists lo d e , hu a 25 eoiit license If nr ’ssurv. the w e lfare  agency supporting the 

r|im !ifv ing  ind iv idua l should pay the normal fee and there in transfer these funds to the fish and gome fund so federa l match­

ing monies cm ild he received. In 1975. 5.IXH 25 i out li raises were sold, None nl these fends went In the Dept, of Kish and

(lam e . Since this 25-i cut license a llow s the Ileum  to hunt, fish and trap it should he valued at $15.00. Thus $75.(XX).0(> in

possible revenues was not received liy  Kish and Game W hen the I to 1 matching federa l monies are  added the total loss was 

u< tuullv $:kxm xx i (Xt

2, W e  believe that somewhere between one l l i lh  and one lla rd  of the Dept, ol Klsli and  Game's Sport Kishing and Guinn D iv i­

sion's activities are  subtly directed toward non hunting and fish ing n< ttvities. I his is estimated to consume in excess of $2,- 

ix x i ix x n x i ol Kish am i Game funds. At Ihe present time the hunter and lisherm an pays the lu ll for these activities. W o  be­

lieve a bo ltel motlmd would be to h * these ai tivdies from  general funds and thus mure e ip iitoh lv share the easts of a ll 

activities. A genera l fund oppropn  m of npp rnx im u llv  snixt.ixxi.ix) along w ith matching federa l funds, would total up 

prnv im utrlv  $2,000.0) I  MX).

I A I the present time a ll revenue derived from trapp ing licenses goes d irectly to the general fund account. Kish and Gaum 

does out receive any of these monies, but provides a ll the management efforts, A ga in , the hunter and fisherm an is paying 

the b ill. W e  believe lli .it  these h ip p in g  funds ■ Im iilrl be seel d irectly to Ihe Kish and Game ai 'count This could then be 

u ia li heil by federa l monies. Approxim ate ly tt.ixxt trapping In enses were sold in 1975. This m iinm ils  to $2<I.IXX).(X). Due to loss 

ol federa l m u lch ing funds, this resulted in a loss ol $ lix i. ix x i txi to Kish and Gome W e  would support an im roasn ol tho rnsi- 

deut trapp ing lirnnsn to $ IIHX I prov id ing these lands go directly to Kish and Gome This could generate $:<2(l.(XX)IX) in arldi 

lm li.il revenue

W e  m i' opposed to i.II resident lug game lag lees. The cost of adm in istering rnav we ll offset any m ld ilinn til revenue derived . This w il l also

tie.' oarage hunting liv residents and may eflrs t sales in related outdoor activities W e  believe Ib is new fee area should be approached

w ith g ieat i nation.

Items i through I olmvo wou ld rot|tiire a genera l I lia d  appropriation ol SOPO.IXXMX) and could gouorale as much as $2,620,(XXI.(X) for Kish 

an il ( lame management This would he done w ithout changing the present i .admit hunting and fish ing license structure.

W e  have not taken a position on imn rasident loo an reuses The legal and sin m l r 'tm illc illio iis  are such that we think it best tn coiii'trn- 

irate i i i i i e llo r ls  on Ib is license and fee issue as il a l le i ts us as resident A laskans.

Aga in we wea ld  likr le suggest Ilia I puhlit hearings an Ibis matter be held in several areas nl Ihe Stale.

Sim erely

n

Ivan Tho ra ll. 1 ihu ifu ln li
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S u b j e c t ;  P r o p o s e d  n o n - r e s i d e n t  t a g  f e e  i n c r e a s e .

M a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l o r s  a r e  s p e n t  b y  the The S t a t e  

p r o m o t i n g  t o u r i s m  in A l a s k a  in m a g a z i n e s  a n d  in p a p e r s  in 

the l o w e r  48. It s e a m s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  to m e  t h a t  on t h e  o n e  

h a n d  w e  w a n t  t o u r i s m  a n d  on the o t h e r  h a n d  w e  r e j e c t  it 

b y  m a k i n g  it t o o  e x p e n s i v e '  f o r  the l o w e r  i n c o m e  t o u r i s t  

t h a t  c o m e  to A l a s k a  - a n d  w h e n  I s a y  t o u r i s t  I a l s o  m e a n  

h u n t e r .

T h e r e  s e a m s  t o  b e  a m i s c o n c e p t i o n  to  w h a t  a f a g  f e e  is.

M a n y  p e o p l e  s e a m  to t h i n k  t h a t  a t a g  f e e  is the p r i c e  o f  an 

a n i m a l .  T h i s  is n o t  true. A  h u n t e r  m u s t  b u y  a tag f o r  the 

p r i v i l e g e  o f  h u n t i n g  t h e  a n i m a l .  T h i s  tag d o e s  n o t  m e a n  

t h a t  h e  is b u y i n g  or g e t t i n g  the a n i m a l ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e  r i g h t  

to h u n t  it.

M a n y  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  b e s i d e s  t h e  tag f e e  in a 

g u i d e d  or n o n - g u i d e d  h u n t .  A i r l i n e s ,  h o t e l s ,  r e s t u r a n t s ,  

s p o r t i n q - g o o d s  s t o r e s ,  air ta x i  o p e r a t o r s ,  e t c .  E v e r y o n e  

b e n e f i t s  w h e n  w e  h a v e  this t y p e  of t o u r i s t  u p  h e r e .

T h e  h u n t i n g  t o u r i s t  l e a v e s  m u c h  m o r e  m o n e y  in A l a s k a ,  than

t h e  p e r s o n  t h a t  c o m e s  u p  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d  a n d  t a k e  a f e w  

p i c t u r e s .

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  i~ t h a t  w h e n  we  i n c r e a s e  

the tag f e e  as the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  do, w e  a r e  

o n l y  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h o s e  p e o p l e  f r o m  the l o w e r  i n c o m e  b r a c k e t s  

t h a t  c a n  n o t  a f f o r d  t h y s t y p e  o f  i n c r e a s e .  It is n o t  g o i n g

to r e s t r i c t  or s t o p  the v e r y  m o n i e d  h u n t e r  t h a t  w a n t s  a

■ ti
cjjVl

P L E D G E D  F A I R  C H A S E



P a g e  2

g u i d e d  h u n t ,  f r o m  c o m i n g  u p  h e r e .  W e  w i l l  h a v e  l e s s  h u n t e r s ,  

a n d  it w i l l  n o t  e f f e c t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  g u i d e s ,  b u t  it w i l l  

a f f e c t  t h e  h o t e l s ,  r e s t u r a n t s  a n d  a l l  the o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  

t h a t  d e p e n d  u p o n  t o u r i s t s .

I f  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is to  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

h u n t e r s  t h a t  c o m e  to  A l a s k a ,  t h e n  w e  a r e  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h i s ,  

b u t  I w o u l d  l i k e  to m a k e  a  s u g g e s t i o n .  I f  w h a t  y o u  r e a l l y  w a n t  

is t o  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h u n t e r s  t h a t  c o m e  to  o u r  s t a t e ,  

t h e n  t h e  b e s t  w a y  to d o  it is t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  h u n t e r s  m u s t  

h a v e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  g u i d e ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  h u n t  in A l a s k a .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e  o f  t h e  g u i d e d  h u n t s  t h i s  w o u l d  

m a t e r i a l l y  r e d u c e  the n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e s  

a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  to h u n t  A l a s k a .  I d o  n o t  s a y  t;*is to  b e n e f i t  

t h e  g u i d e s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  o n  them.

T h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  c o m e  f o r  a g u i d e d  h u n t  h a v e  the m o n e y  .0 d o  so, 

b u t  it w o u l d  s t o p  a n u m b e r  o f  h u n t e r s  w h o  a r e  in the l o w e r  i n c o m e  

b r a c k e t  a n d  c a n  n o t  a f f o r d  the s e r v i c e s  of  a  g u i d e .

M a n y  t h o u s a n d  o f  h u n t e r s  c o m e  to A l a ~ k a  a n d  h u n t  m o o s e ,  c a r i b o u  

b l a c k  b e a r  a n d  g o a t  o n  t h e i r  own, b e c a u s e  a  g u i d e  is n o t  r e q u i r e d .  

T h e i r  s u c c e s s  is n o t  t h a t  g r e a t ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  s p e n d  m u c h  w i t h  

t h e  c h a r t e r  b o a t  o p e r a t o r s ,  air t a x i e s ,  r o a d h o u s e s ,  etc.

L e s s  h u n t e r s  mearts l e s s  b u s i n e s s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  t a x e s  f o r  

t h e  s t a t e .

W h a t  I a m  s a y i n g  is t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  i n c r e a s e  is n o t  g o i n g  

t o  d r a s t i c i a l l y  e f f e c t  t h e  g u i d e d  h u n t s  in A l a s k a ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  

e f f e c t  t h e  o t h e r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  d e p e n d  o n  t o u r i s m  to 

q u i t e  s o m e  e x t e n t .

I f  y o u  r e c a l l  in 1 9 7 3  a f t e r  the l a s t  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  in t a g s  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n - r e s i d e n t  h u n t e r s  p u r c h a s i n g  t a g s  d r o p p e d  f r o m  

1 1 0 0 0  a p p r o x .  t o  8 0 0 0 .  I h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h a t  the d r o p  w o u l d  b e  

n o w  a f t e r  th i s  p r o p o s e d  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  I a m  s u r e  it w o u l d  b e  

s u b s t a n t i a l .

O n  r, 1 6  or 18 d a y  h u n t ,  m o s t  g u i d e d  h u n t e r s  n o r m a l l y  b u y  5 tags 

w h i c h  in the p a s t  h a s  a m o u n t e d  to $ 5 2 5 . 0 0 .  O n  a h u n t  o f  th i s  

t y p e  h e  e x p e c t s  to t a k e  t h r e e  t r o p h i e s  a n d  the o t h e r  t a g s  are 

j u s t  in c a s e  h e  h a s  a c h a n c e  at a d d i t i o n a l  g a m e .

If t h i s  i n c r e a s e  g o e s  i n t o  e f f e c t  w e  m a y  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to a 

h u n t e r  b u y i n g  o n l y  t h r e e  t a g s  f o r  $ 6 0 0 . 0 0  i n s t e a d  o f  f i v e  tags 

f o r  $ 1 0 0 0 . 0 0  T h e  r e v e n u e  to the s t a t e  w o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  

$ 7 5 . 0 0 ,  b u t  w i t h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d e c r e a s e  in t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h u n t e r s  

it s e a m s  to m e  t h a t  in t h e  l o n g  r u n  the s t a t e  w i l l  c o m e  o u t  

on  t h e  s h o r t  end, w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  r e d u c e d  t a x e s  f r o m  s m a l l  

b u s i n e s s e s ,  r e d u c e d  i n c o m e  f r o m  A i r l i n e s  a n d  the s t a t e  f e r r y  

s / y s t e m .

W e  a l l 1 S h o u l d  in the f u t u r e  t h i n k  o f  t h e  h u n t e r  a s  a t o u r i s t ,
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a n d  e v e r y  t i m e  a  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o m e s  u p  p a r t a i n i n g  to 

h u n t e r s ,  to t r y  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e m  as t o u r i s t s  f i r s t  a n d  h u n t e r s  

s e c o n d .  T h e  h u n t e r  is o n e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  g r e a t e s t  t o u r i s t .

T h e y  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  m u c h  to t h e  s t a t e  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a l m o s t  

e v e r y o n e  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e s e  h u n t e r s  t h a t  c o m e  u p  h e re.

W h e n  t h e  p i p e l i n e  b o o m  is o v e r  w e  a r e  g o i n g  to b e  l e f t  w i t h  an 

e c c o n o m y  t h a t  is b a s e d  on t o u r i s m  a n d  s o m e  c o m m e r i c i a l  f i s h i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s .  A l a s k a  h a s  n o  i n d u s t r i e s  as s u c h  a n d  our d e p e n d e n c e  

on  t h e  t o u r i s t  is v e r y  g r e a t  f o r  all b u s i n e s s e s ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  

g u i d i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  B U T  A L L  B U S I N E S S E S .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  the t i m e  to r e a d  th i s  as I k n o w  you a r e  all 

v e r y  b u s y  p e o p l e .

S t a n  F r o s t

P r e s i d e n t  A . P . H . A .  Inc.



9«fewt WiMe AMocialiM oh Afadka Conservation Wise USE of Resources

PHONE (907) 456-4762 • BOX 60255 • FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA 99701

Mary Hayes, Secretary

S T A T E M E N T  February 6, 1975

to the

SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

regarding 

PREDATOR CONTROL IN ALASKA

Our group wishes to go on record as strongly endorsing 
predator control in Game Management Unit 20A. Further, we 
wish to call to your attention that game herds are being ser­
iously reduced im many areas of Alaska at this time, in some 
cases due to hunting, but mainly wolf predation as shown by 
the poor moose and caribou calf sL.vival. We believe an 
expanded control effort on wolves beyond 20A is warranted as 
soon as possible. In particular, the Nelchina, liag I e-C i rc 1 o , 
Tanana, Galena and Betties areas.

Our group is well aware of the squabble with the anti 
hunting groups that is sure to ensue and that this initial 
effort in 20A must be performed as cleanly and smoothly as 
possible. We also believe that the Game Department is under­
estimating the magnitude of the undertaking in Unit 20A.
We first believe that they are underestimating the number of 
wolves in 20A (see attached article by a biologist guide 
residing full time on Wood River in the middle of 2 HA). And, 
secondly, we believe they are overestimating tho effectiveness 
of Super Cubs in taking wolves in 20A. It is our belief 
that something over 70 percent of 350 wolves mist be taken 
to effect any control. We believe that Super Cubs, given 
enough time, might effect a 40 percent take. But beyond 
that wo think the Department, Legislature, Governor and Game 
Board should be prepared to use a helicopter for the remainder 
of the job. In fact, it could be done much more effectively 
right from the start using a helicopter. We suggest, however, 
that up to 40 percent of the wolves could be removed at no 
cost to the state if shooting permits are issued to individ­
uals ol' proven capabilities and integrity immediately; then 
be prepared to use a helicopter during March to complete the 
job.

However it is done, we want to reiterate that our group 
endorses this long overdue effort to manage a few acres of 
Alaska for the benefit of the hunting public rather than as 
a national park.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr P 8 Haggland, Chairman 

H. C. "Bud” W iese, Treas. 
W illiam  G Stroecker 
John V. "Butch” Hayes 

o :”hard A. Burley 
W illiam  I, W augam .in  

Charles L Gray

”Concerned Sportsmen"
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STATE OF ALASKA BOARD OF FISii AND GAME

TO;

FROM:

Members of the Board of 
Fish and Game

Ivan Thorall, Chairman &
DATE: May 3, 1975

SUBJECT; Management and regulations 
governing the taking of 
game on state refuges.

The rule-making powers of the Board of Fish and Game as set forth in Sec. 16.05.250 
and other sections of title 16 are often confusing to me (as well as others, I 
assume) because they overlap or are duplicated by the Commissioner's powers and 
duties.

As I understand the law, we are bound by the actions of the Legislature to pro­
mulgate regulations dealing with the management of our wildlife on the refuges as 
well as on other areas of the state. I am listing below the laws or portions of 
them which may explain, somewhat, my reasons for disagreeing with the other members 
of the board on the afternoon of April 12, 1975, when we approved a motion which 
attempted to hand over our regulatory authority to the "Feds'* and/or the state 
administration.

I still maintain that no muskoxen may be legally 'taken'1 from Wunivak Island or 
anyplace else In the state except under regulations promulgated by the Alaska Board 
of Fish and Game.

I will certainly welcome comments and explanations to the contrary from anyone.

16.05.050 Powers and duties of commissioner. The commissioner h a s , __________,
the following powers and duties;
(6) capture, propagate, transport, buy, sell or exchange game for 

propagating, scientific or stocking purposes.

16.05.340 License and tag fees.
(17)
(b) The commissioner may issue without cost a permit to collect fish 

and game, subject to the limitations he considers appropriate, for 
scientific, propagative, or educational purposes. _______

16.05.930 Exempted activities.
(a) This chapter does not prevent the collection or exportation ___ _

for scientific _______  or for propagation   purposes under a
permit which the department may issue and prescribe the terms there­
of.

16.40.010 Disposition of surplus animals. _ _ _ _ _  the department may, under
regulations promulgated by it ***, grant the surplus ______ for breeding
  _  or scientific _ _ purposes.

*** This is the Taylor law. I think the legislature meant the board
instead of the department because as far as I can determine the
department has no authority to promulgate regulations.

Mu RE



Members of the Board of Fish and Game -2- May 3, 1975

Following are the laws dealing with the Boards authority regarding State Game Re­
fuges .

16.20.010 Legislative recognition. The legislature recognizes that:
(1) the state has jurisdiction over all fish and game in the state

except in those areas where it has assented to federal control,
(2) *the state has not assented to federal control of fish and game 

in those areas which were set apart as National Bird and Wildlife
Refuges while the state was a U. S. territory;
*emphasis added.

16.20.020 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to protect and pre­
serve the natural habitat and game population iu certain designated 
areas of the state.***

***It should be evident to everyone by now that the "Feds" have 
not managed or allowed the state to manage the game on Nunivak 
Island in a manner to protect and preserve the natural habitat 
and game populations. They have accomplished this mismanage­
ment by invoking their trespass rule against us. There is some 
evidence to indicate that they are up to no good in other areas.
The bureaucrats of D.C. seem mainly interested in establishing 
themselves as the sovereign, not as good game managers.

16.20.030 Refuges established, (a) Those land areas now included in the 
National Wildlife Refuge System which are cited in this subsection are 
designated as state game refuges, and the board shall assign them 
appropriate refuge names:
(10) Nunivak Island kefuge

16.20.040 Regulations. *The board shall, under ch. 5 of this title establish 
regulations governing the taking of game on state game refuges it considers 
advisable for conservation and protection purposes. *emphasis added.

I am still hung up on this matter. In my opinion, according^ to law,_ it requires 
board action to establish regulations to maridge the muskoxen on Nunivak Island. 
And until the Legislature sees fit to knuckle under to the Feds I must continue 
to oppose federal control of o< r wildlife, especially when it will throw an 
otherwise viable program into * mess Jlke they have made of the muskoxen mis­
management piugrnm of Nunivnk TfsJand!!!


	SHES9 Hunting



