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The H o n o rable Frank Ferguson 
Alaska  State Senate 
Juneau, A laska

Dear Frank:

I under s t a n d  that you spoke w i t h  John Coop er and George 
White about the D 0 E A_ law suit. I am e n c l o s i n g  a copy of the 
Findings of Fact^Snd Conclu.ions of Law and Orde r in the e a r l i e r  
DOEA case which  was won by A la ska U norg anized Borough School 
District, which I represent. It has always been the p osition 
of the district that negotiations are the re spon s i b i l i t y  of 
the respective re gional education attendance areas estab l i s h e d  
under Chapter 124 SLA 1975. We believe that for the district 
to e n t e r  into negoti a t i o n s  with DOEA for the 1976-1977 school 
year would be in conflict w i t h  the legislature's desire to 
achie/e local self-determination. In fact, as you know, the 
legislature s p e c i f i c a l l y  allowed any regional  education 
attendance area to negotiate separa t e l y  from o t h e r  attendance 
areas, so there may even be more than one b a r g a i n i n g  agr eement 
in what is n o w  the unorganiz ed borough  school district.

I also enclose the most recent complaint filed by 
DOEA. At least some of the claims in the new case are 
exactly  those which Judge Ripley has already rejected, in 
my judgment.

Please let me k n o w  if you have any questions or 
s u g g e s t i o n s .

Sincerely,

Enclosures
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