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April 30, 1975

ft

Honorable George Iiohman 
Chairman
Senate Health, Education, and 

Social Services Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear George’.

This is  to follow up on my March 17 letter 
to you regarding the Senate Health, Education and 
Social Services Committee's inquiry about the status 
of state funds for Alaska Pioneers under federal tax 
laws.

As you w ill note in the enclosed letter 
from IRS Commissioner Alexander, payments to Alaska 
Pioneers cannot be considered tax exempt unless the 
payments are specifica lly  intended for public welfare 
payments—not to provide an incentive to continue un­
interrupted residence in the state, a3 provided in the 
Alaska Longevity Bonus Act.

You w ill note on page 2 that Commissioner 
Alexander states that the re lie f sought by your 
Committee for Alaska Pioneers in this matter can be 
accomplished only through legislative enactment.

I  hope that this Information w ill be of bene Tit 
to you and to your colleagues on the Senate Health, 
Education and Social Services Committee.

I f  you or any other members of the Committee 
require any further information concerning this matter, 
please do not hesitate to let me know.

With best wishes,



D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the T r e a s u r y

W a sh in g to n . D C  20224

APR 21 1375

Hon o r a b l e  Tad Steve:.a 

U nited States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

This is in reply to your letter da t e d  Ma r c h  17, 1975, in w h i c h  

you inquire o n  behalf of the Alaska Senate's Health, Education, and 

Social Services Committee as to the lncludibility in gross income 

for Federal income tax purposes of payments mad e  under the Alaska 

Statutes, Title 47, Chapter 45, sections 10 to 170 (Alaska Longevity 

Bonus Act) effective January 1, 1973,

S e c tion 47.45.010 of the statute in question grants a bonus of 

$100 per m o n t h  to persons 65 years of age and over w h o  have m a i n­

tained a continuous domicile in the territory or state of A l a s k a  for 

25 years. Suc h  bonus will be paid only as long as an eligible per­

son continuously retains a domicile in Alaska. Section 47.45.170 

states the purpose of the otatute is to provide an incentive to c o n­

tinue uninterrupted residence in the atate and under no circumstances 

shall b e  considered a form, type or m anner of public relief, as such 

bonuses are not predicated o n  nead. Section 47.45.120 provides no 

bonus received m a y  be exempt from a Federal tax requirement.

Section 61 of the Internal Revenue Code provides, in pertinent 

part, that gross income means all income from whatever source derived 

unless otherwise excluded by law. However, payments made under legis­

latively provided public aosistance or welfare benefit programs are 

not includible in a recipient's gross income. See, for example, the 

enclosed copy of Revenue Ruling 63-136, 1963-2 Cumulative Bulletin 19, 

which holds that benefit payments m a d e  to individuals undergoing 

training or retraining under either the Are a  Redevelopment Act or the 

Manpower Development and Training Act o f  1962 are n ot includible in 

the gross incomes of the recipients.

A n  examination of the applicable law wh i c h  specifically exempts 

certain types of income from inclusion in gross income fails to 

disclose any provision which would render the payments made under 

the Alaska Longevity Bonus Act excludable frcro a recipient'o gross 

income.

Infernal Revenue Service

C o m m ic s io n e r
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H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s

F urther, w e  d o  n o t  feel t h a t  t h e  p a y m e n t s  a r e  i n  the n a t u r e  

of  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  p a y m e n t s  in tha t  w h i l e  t h e  A l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  A c t  

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p s  s u f f e r e d  in  t h e  p a s t  b y  m a n y  

e l d e r l y  A l a s k a n s  i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  p a y m e n t s  a r e  n o t  

p r e d i c a t e d  u p o n  n e e d  a n d  are n o t  to  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  as p u b l i c  re l i e f .

It w o u l d  appear, therefore, t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  s o u g h t  b y  t h e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e ' s  H ealth, E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Consnittee 

m a y  b e  a c h i e v e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t .

H e  r e g r e t  t h e  d e l a y  i n  r e s p o n d i n g  a n d  h o p e  it h a s  n o t  c a u s e d  

y o u  a n y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e .

W i t h  k i n d  regards,

S i n c e r e l y ,

/s/ Donald C. Alexander

Commissioner
Enclosure:
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i c * '.-»!••: : I agency a',- u,,t - ul»j**.'t to federal income t in tin* hands
• • . \ - i 11 -. i! n- p, >- it l ot, I,, been taken will; respect to
<•'!,* r n.iv ircnts which were m a d e  it1 the interest of t he general we!late.

Kevrnii.' I,’tiling .'7 Pd, t’.lh 7 -1, d(>, wiiieli holds that henolit 
p.t\!:••■ it-. received by a blind p er s o n  from the Stale of IViin-vlvnuia 
i • uno- u .-5 ui *. .•• !-. from ,i genera! welfare fund in Iho interest i ! tie* c,'i.i i a 1 pnhi.r .-iii.) an- m u  I m * -! 1111:! • i c - in i he gi,,*s income of I lie 
re*' : 11 c m  •*. H*v al ,> ,{evenue Killing b’t, lit.’,!',-*.’, lit!, and l.T. 
"M7. ( .I’,. !!*!! I. in,.

I''i*m :.r pav: nr dc urder the Area Kedcvelopmcnt Act anti th*:
M a n p o w e r  I t,*vI'lopmen; o! i T*i:»• :iin • Ai t of p u y  .’u, iutemletl to aid 
fi,* lei'ip'ent - in their el’ u:-' (•, :t**i|*it•. t„ vv <d::tl.-. that will enalde 
them In in hiuter employment oppo" uniiie.-, and, as ftteh, fall in 
tin* .sinie eategorv a: other unemployment relief payments matte for 
the promotion (-f d:e genera! widfate.
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!'*:u dt pay in-nfs received !iy* 
i11:»i•; nr. it ! the A !ea j!<

, t" .*» '
>• 11 • i • J t»•!. r‘v‘:!' | ' l .  <

tor C«** t i•! t\ p:\-i of Frdc!;;l 
oiristcut uiiCij'plovmont am! 
go,sled is development areas 
j fihUiicdiij their redevelop

p m e n t  and Training Art of 
employment '.''.suiting from 
! changes it) the economy. , 
rrnrv o f  Labor to cnicr into 
m a d e  to ilie several slates 
nta of i ho. Unit I’d State?. to 
/•ted ft.r training or rrrrain- 
«•!**. under ciii.*'! of tiie Act'. 
'UTK.’y ui.cmplovtnonf rom- 
of total unemployment by 
• »ris also i.-ovido lh.it no 
person any woi.dc for 

ip1 nyiui’i't mprnsation un-
; compensation Jan*: hrnv- 
>on from te.'eiving training 
hieli it is Inlet determined 
moiier.i e o m p e’Kati/m..
■ in/v .Vet of H"!g an'I ori/.eS 

'.'going on-rhe jolt training. 
•!i would uiiti'ri ise l»e neoie 
which bears t!o’ same ratio 
sated Imtirs per wee!; bears 

•s nddilionai payments for 
of person? v,I,/.,.(< rraining 
hiu c o m  muting distance of

ard l.T. fcwn, C.K l!»:is-■>. 
payments made Ia a state 
al income fax in tiie hands 
i/t mi taken uilii tvspeet in 
'rest of the genera 1 welfare. 
•»>. whieli hold' that b'Mielif 
lim Ft ate <»f lYnn-yH a m a  
■I fare fund in t !m mien -I 
in tin' grn.'.s income of itie 

C.lb lihVU-2. It*.?, and l.T.

ledovelopment Act and the 
if |UiV' m e  intended to aid 
iav shills (I.at v.i!! ciia!!.* 
iii ies, and, as ,-iir|i, f 11! ui 
relic 1 paymem:. m a d e  for

,\iavr ’mglv.
•I- , , " i >' i i  - i ’

i, lie1./! t’n! :
" I ' - ' . ' I lm  '* *.

!•*!* V • * Us a m  not inriiidib!» in tin-

Ilev. I H . t U ■j i

ill* I . I 1.:." ii. del", u M e i.e. I ! 1 ill i r.l'.r ti. 1’t.l II; n.-ll 
Stales (ii'Vi'i i::!.. i;t inr i! ■ S.. ••:.'! lux Iiniems in i!s«* S'.:i< of
• *|. I: i S* v./lites wittita ‘-ie aj.jileooi >r * I v v«-it i >f» il'S'ie./; f.ir-r.4'-'.
C'.lt. i'.:'./#-il. go ;is ;iir>1 ‘ '■1 Iti’ii iiie ii.Sni.: ' i I*', f'.i;, VaUli— I, 
i, "ii! f.a la* exi l.iUeil flie.' ."  -i-> if.o’tiiv sueli Imliun* lot 
1 eil.-ral ii eo: ;e fa'. j '

Ad\ice Ini- ! refpee.-ipd vle 'brr income directly derived from 
allotted lands held in trust by I nited States Government for 
individual J .embers of the Fan .".mi F o x  In 'ian.- in the Siale of Ok l a ­
h o m a  comes within the application of Itcvrime Hiding 50-312. C.li. 
lfir.C-2, and m a y  be excluded from the gross income of s' cl) In

dinns for Fr. Ural income tax purp'ts"?.
Jlevem .' Holing f.o-31:' 'toes sl.at income held in trust, for, or 

let eiuni !*v, * 11*• p.u-mi liohlei w  i. h  i- deeiv.-d directly from allotted 
ami rtsiriefe ! Indian l.unh >vliil»» i’icii lands are Held by die United 
Fiaie.s. a- «re. «*••••. in at eord'in.'/- vr’nit *>»•.••! i«*:i n 'if the General Allof-

iiii'i't A/'t t f r.i.ruan 'i. !-->7. 2} S ’a*. :*.S0. n;. originally marred, itr• i • w J f c  7
exempt iron; !• <•• I. i mt m/ oih-iiix.

'j'lie Gem-t:.! Allotment Ai t providid for tiie dfvi.-ton of certain 
tribal latsds a'uor.g itnlividit!'.! imii.in.-. 'i'b.is Aet, however, did not 
apply to a'! Indian lands. Seeth-ti s <.f the Aet. 21 Stilt. 5!)I, as 

• riginal'y m  aeled. jt.a i. *«I. in p-• i t. a.-, fo’dovsi
At • !H»: c-vf-nk• - f  ;».*•» . •........... ................

Hi#* f  r '  S.* * • !  I'u .v t s  :?» ;! .* • T t* r .lro r y , •  ♦ • .

Althongli il v o dd r1 fi'-* app.'ir that the ['i./.i-i/a s of the G e ’-.crai 
AI lot i: ter. t A't •iit! not a p; !y '/> the For; and the Sac Ind'aos in 
Ohlalmma, l.-i.-isl.stion suit." ?/> -n. h Aet ievi tiie oll'eet of bring­
ing t'no e Tri'oe.s v.iiliiu the Aet. W  I "ii the 'I’eerirofy of Oidr.homa 
was •' t-ilili-h ■ I i«y t lie Oi'in'iie A d  <>i at ay 2. I gc. Smt. SI, it was 
carved ie:’ oi tie- Indian I ei th'U'y. part of which "its occupied by 
the Sae iru! the box In.Iii". . 'liiii-. tiie lands >t the Sac and F o \
Indians / aoie v itli’i! the i ium!.:ri“; of that Territory and were re­
m o v e d  fr/m ils1 Indian Tet rii/ny. Sui.seijin-nrly, I’ublic liesoiut'on 
!>i, 1'ifty o'venfli U/iiigre^s, Fit si Ser sj(*n, gg Sini. 71!. was approved. 
This re-' bit ii in, as nppruifd. r.rovih'd, in pa rl. as follows:

Ins/ifar its ia'. oitiri'.. is/. i'li;. ir.ai ;. U, nil n'-l<'!J!,..»fi!x it: Kt'eeraOj' to
Initlaii', vii-il.. «.r 'lie 1 toll, i i • n  itmy. .lie!! !•■• e. ' !»• It. »*oiil*iiriiiif t<i I to*
|.*i vi'i. to 'f ti"* Ac: t , • I I'• ’• i •.»• *■ •;'t»I*. - r * **n Iit:n.t••••»| I i"ie!ity-
k<>\. . .. ■ i i-M . 'i A : i.' j.'"' ..!>• . i': • . " /!:: > t I. • .1 ■ ii. <i>vi>miiy to
Imli.Mi- on 11.■ laiioiw ies"i\ ill ••!'. t.v.l 'o i l>-e.J i|irnti eleitt c<# lid laws 
/.f tlo" t'lilfo.l r.lul 11:0 TiTritofic.' over I In* l»i!lans. .''"..1 for ntltiT |>tir-
I» * naU • i***•>r .'.'t.oial A /: a:.. .! i‘.• r\ llioroof ..r >li;.jei iiio:il.'il tlicicio. 
mill /Uni! !>’ .wil.|>-•! !>. all tiie .c-ir. • i*•:/» mul earrr all t;.|'ivi!/-:;es ita lilent 
lo 'ill.tin t o e i e t o r  •-;• I•! V.-t .i/n| .tln-r c.norat .,e!.-; aineiulatnr.v tle.'re.if

or s'i[.|.ti'ia. tiin! teereot.

11 eati !»■• een I iiai I he :'.'»ove-<pmt< d pi oi isiou > xl» tided, the Gi neral 
Allotment A"t. g/'iier.dlv* to '.nei aii allotmctilt. in reverahy lo 
Indian . /.m h’e the Indian Tel i'tory. Jde.ee m  provisiou ap- 
proved af.ei il-." lit:.! id the S'c-> aid I’oxe® had I ren vtnowt! from 
the Indian Territory, the \< t is appliealilt to "n h lands.
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Off ice o f the Commiss ioner/ Pouch H ,  J u n e a u  99801/

Ap r i l  12, 1974

The  Honorab le Geo rg e  Hohman 
A la s k a  S ta t e  S en a te  
A la sk a  S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V
J u n e a u , A l a s k a  99801 
Dear S en a to r  Hohman:

Pu r su an t  to y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  a t t a ched h e r ew i th  a r e  th r e e  p a g e s  of 
the S ta te  of A l a s k a ,  1970 Popu la t ion S t a t i s t i c s  b a s e d  upon the 1970 U .S  . C en su s  
f i g u r e s .

Attachment A is o f those  p e r s o n s  55 y e a r s  o r  o l d e r .
Attachment B i s  o f those p e r s o n s  60 y e a r s  or o l d e r .
Attachment C is o f  those p e r s o n s  65 o r  o l d e r .
Add i t iona l l y  , the A l a s k a  Compreh en s i v e  S tudy on Ag ing  r e f l e c t s

the fo l low ing age d i s t r i b u t i on  b y  S e r v i c e  Region of the popula t ion 60 y e a r s  o f  
a g e  and o v e r .

A g e Northern
Reg ion

Sou th cen t r a l
Reg ion

Sou th ea s t e rn
Region

Stute
Mean

60-64  y e a r s 42.3% 47.2% 38.0% 43.5%
65-69 y e a r s 25 .2 2 5 .2 27 .0 25 .7
70-74 y e a r s 13.6 11 .7 14 .4 12.9



Honorable George Hohman -2- April 12, 1974

75-79 y e a r s
80 y e a r s  & 
o v e r
TOTAL
Number

s a m e .

10 .6  9 . 7  11 .2  10 .3

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

3 ,005  5 ,903  3 ,289  12 ,197
f y ou  r e q u i r e  any  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion ,  I w i l l  g l a d l y  p r o v i d e

S i n c e r e l y ,

F r e d e r i c k  McGinnis 
Commiss ioner

8.3 6.2 9.4 7.6

FM: MDP: b a l
c c :  Off ice of A g in g

Budg e t  and  Management



STATE OF ALASKA

'  1 9 7 0  P 0 L U L A T I 0 N  S T A T I S T I C S

TOTAL POPULATION .......................................................................................................  302 ,173
W h i t e    238 ,182  or 79%
N e g r o ........................................................ >  . ’........................................  8 ,965  or 3%
OTHER ( In d i a n s ,  A l e u t s ,  Esk imos , E t c . )  55 ,026  o r  18%

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 65 and o v e r  . .   6 ,887  or 2.28%
PERCENTAGE CF POPULATION 55 and o v e r .............................................................. 20 ,74  7 or 6 . 86%
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 45 and o v e r .............................................................. 47 ,686  or 15.78%

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX
AGE: 45-54 55-59 60-61 62-64 65-74 75 +
MALE: 14 ,746 4 ,881 1,371 1 ,618 2 ,651 1 ,205
FEMALE: 12 ,193 3 ,669 1 ,078 1 ,243 2 ,053 978
TOTAL 26 ,939 8 ,550 2 ,449 2 ,961 4 ,704 2 ,183

POPULATION BY CENSUS DIVISIONS
LOCAT]ON: TOT.Uj POP. POP. 55-t- SEX PERCENTAGE
A leu t i a n  I s l a n d s 8 057 327 (M-204 F -103) 4.05%
Anchorage 124 542 6 ,455 (M-3453 F-3000) 5.18%
Angoon 503 98 (M-62 F-36) 19.48%
Ba r r  o'* 2 663 194 (M-114 F-80) 7.28%Be th e l 7 579 536 (M-303 F— 2 33) 7.07%
B r i s t o l  Bay Borough 1 .147 65 (M-40 F-25) 5.66%B r i s t o l  Bay 3 4 85 298 (M—191 F—3 07) 8.55%
Cordova -  McCarthy I 857 236 (M-161 F—76) 12.58%Fa i rb ank s  , 45 864 2 ,180 (11-1248 F-932) 4.75%
Haines 1 504 200 (M-108 F-92) 13.29%
Juneau 13 556 1 ,510 (11-804 F— 706) 11.13%Kenai Cook I n l e t 14 250 996 (M—614 K-382) 6.98%
Ketch ikan 10 041 1 ,239 (M-670 F-569) 12.33%Kobuk 4 434 388 (M-198 F-192) 8.75%
Kodiak 4 409 604 (M-367 F - 237) 13.69%
Kuskokvlm 2 306 191 (M-117 F-74) 8.28%
Matanuska -  S u s i tn a 6 509 818 (M-485 F-333) 12.56% \i
Nome 5 749 569 (M-410 F -2 5 9 ) 9.89%
Outer Ketch ikan 1 6 76 129 (M-73 F—56) 7.69%
Pr in ce  o f  Wales 2 106 263 (M-167 F-96) 12.48%Seward 2 336 380 (M—224 F-156) 16.26%
Si tka • *6 109 748 (M-404 F-344) 1.2.24%
Skagway -  Yaku ta t 2 157 290 (M-178 F—112) 13.44%
Sou th ea s t  F a i rb ank s 4 1 79 223 (M-135 F -88) 5.33%Upper Yukon 1 684 186 (M - l l l F— 75) 11.04%
V a ld c s -C h i t i n a -W h i t t i e r 3 098 348 (M-212 F-136) 11.23%Wade Hampton 3 917 263 (M-149 F-114) 6.71%Wrange l l -  P e t e r s b u r g 4 913 627 (M—354 F-273) 12.75%Yukon -  Koyukuk 4 752 404 (M-270 F-134) 8.50%
Included population correction (+1791)



STATE Of ALASKA

'  1970 POPULATION STATISTICS

TOTAL POPULATION.....................................302,173

‘ While*..................................... 238,132 or 79%
......................... .

01ULR (Indians,Aleuts, Eskimos , etc.}. . 55,026
ur j b
or 18%

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION OS and over.':. . .6,087 or 2 28%
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 59 and over.1. . 20,747 or 6.86%
PERCENTAGE Of POPULATION AS and over. . . 47,606 or 15.78%

P0PIII.A1 ION bv AGE and SFX

AGE: 45-84 55-59 60-61 62-64 65-74 75+
MALE: 14,745 4,801 1,371 1,618 2,651 1,205
FEMALE: 12,193 3,669 1.078 1,243 2,053 978

TOTAL: 26,939 8,560 2,449 2,061 4,704 2,183

POPULATIpJLby CENSjiS^DIVISIONS

LOCATION TOTAL POP. POP. 60+ SEX PERCLN1AGE

Aleutian Islands 8,057 If 5 (Ii-106 F-59) 2.05
Anchorage 124,542 3,450 (11-1791 1-1659) 2.77
Angoon 503 67 (M-43 I-?'1) 13.32
Harrow 2,663 122 (11-70 1-44) 4.58
-Bethel 7,679 327 (t i -186 1 -141) 4.31
Bristol Bay Borough 1,147 45 F-19) r 97
Bristol Ray 3,485 190 (11-120 F-62) 4.51
Cordova - McCarthy 1,857 148 ;n-io2 F-46) 7.96
Fairbaqks 45,864 1 ,149 (M-649 F-500) 2.50
Haines . 1,504 119 (fi-54 F-65) 9.12
Juneau 13,556 922 (M-4/B F-444) 8.01
Kenai Cook In* 14 °50 669 (11-355 F-214) 3.99
Ketchikan 10,041 818 (11-444 F-374) 0.15
Kobuk 4,434 260 (M-128 1-132) 5.86
Kodiak 4,409 361 (11-224 F-l37) 8.18
Kuskokwim 2,306 132 (14-81 r-5i) 5.72
Matanuska - Susitna 6,509 519 (M-317 F-202) 7.97 V*
Nome 5,749 352 (M-193 F-159) 6.12
Outer Ketchikan 1,676 03 (1-1-46 F-37) 4.95
Prine of Wales 2,106 155 (11-9/ F-53) 7.35
Seward 2,336 250 (1-1-138 F-l12) 10.70
Sitka 6,109 509 (II-284 F-225) 0.33
Skngway - Yakulal 2,157 199 (11-125 F-74) 9.22
Southeast Fairbanks 4,1/9 133 (M-02 F-51) 3.18
Upper Yukon 1 ,684 124 (M-70 F-46) 7.36
Valdes-Chi tina-Whi tlier 3,098 206 (II-129 F-/ 7 ) 6.65
Wade Hampton 3,197 163 (M-95 F - 7 3 ) 4.29
Wrangell - Petersburg 4,913 417 (M-235 F-l82) 0.48
Yukon - Koyukuk 4,752 230 (11-153 F-85) 5.01

I n c l u d e d  p o p u l a t i o n  c o r r e c t i o n  (+1791)



TOTAL POPULATION................................................. 302 ,173

STATE OF ALASKA

1970 POPULATION STATISTICS

White .............................. or 79%
Negro .............................. or 3%
OTHER ( In d i a n s ,  A l e u t s

f
, Esk imos , e t c ) . 5 5 , 0 2 6 or 18%

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 65 and o v e r . or 2.28%PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 55 and o v e r . ......... 20,747 or 6 .86%
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 45 and o v e r . .........47,6% or l i , 78%

POPULATION bv AGE AND SEX:

AGE: 45-54 55-59 60-61 62-64 65-74 75 +
MALE: 14 ,746 4,88.1 1 ,371 1 ,618 2 ,651 1 ,205FEMALE: 12 ,193 3 ,669 1 , 0 7 8 1 ,243 2 ,053 978
TOTA: 26 ,939 8 ,5 5 0 2 ,4 4 9 2 ,861 4 ,704 2 ,183

POPULATION by CENSUS DIVISIONS:

LOCATION: TOTAL POP. POP. 65 + SEX PERCl'NTAGE
A leu t i an  I s l a n d s 8 ,057 78 (ti- 54 F~ 24) 0,96%Anchorage 124 ,542 1 ,729 (M-890 P-837) 1.38%Angoon 503 50 (M- 34 F -  16) 9.94%Barrow 2 ,663 75 (M- 47 F- 2C) 2.82%
Botha 1 7 , 5 7 9 217 (M-329 F- 88) 2 .86%B r i s t o l  Bay Borougli 1 ,347 26 (M- 15 F- 11) 2.27%B r i s t o l  Bay 3 ,4 8 5 3 05 (M- 71 K- 34) 3.00%.Cordova -  McCarthy 1 ,857 82 (M- 58 F- 24) 4.43%
Fa i rb ank s 45 ,864 573 (H—309 F-264) 1.25%Heines 1 ,504 74 (M- 30 F- 44) 4.92%Juneau 33 ,5 56 532 (M-259 1 -253) 3.77%Kenai Cook I n l e t 1 4 ,2 5 0 3.10 (M-193 F - l 17) 2.17%Kc lch ikan 30 ,041 515 (M-276 F-239) 5.13%Kobuk 4 ,434 172 86 F- 66) 3.88%'.
Kodiak 4 , 4 0 9 210 (M-133 F- 77) 4.76%
Kuskokwiin 2 , 3 0 6 77 (M- 56 F -  21) 3.34%
Matanuska -  S u s i tn a 6 , 5 0 9 308 (M—203 F - l 07) 4.73%
Nome 5 ,7 4 9 225 (M-125 F- l( . ) 3.91%
Outer Ketch ikan 3 ,6 7 6 53 (M- 29 F- 24 3 ,3.16%
P r in c e  o i  Wales 2 ,1 0 6 76 (M- 43 F -  33) 3.60%Seward 2 ,3 3 6 160 (M- 93. F- 65) 6.85%S i t k a , 6 , 3 0 9 360 (tl-201 r  '.59) 5.89%Skagway -  Yakuta t 2 ,157 140 (M- 84 1 -  56) 6.49%
Sou th e a s t  F a i rb ank s 4 , 1 7 9 71 (M- 45 V- 26) 1.69%Upper Yukon 1 ,684 81 (M- 48 F- 33) 4.81%V a ld e s -C h i t i n a -W h i t t i e r 3 ,098 107 (M- 66 F -  41) 3.45%Wade Hampton 3 ,917 103 (M- 58 F -  45) 2.63%
W rang e l l -  P e t e r s bu rg 4 , 9 1 3 259 (M-142 F -117) 5.27%Yukon -  Koyukuk 4 , 7 5 2 139 (M- 83 F -  56) 2.92%

Included population correction (+1791)



d M d e r  | J c r 8 0 t t B  j e t t o n  d i r o u p ,  , 3 i t c

C E N T R A L  O F F I C E  
P . O .  B O X  8812
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99508 
P H O N E  272-9317

B L A C K  A R T E  & M T .  V I E W  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C E N T E R
P H O N E  274-6133

M A B E L  T .  C A V E R L V  S E N I O R  C E N T E R  
1111 E A S T  5 T H  A V E N U E  
A N C H O R A G E .  A c .  A S K  A  99301 
P H O N E  274*9361

A N C H O R A G E  A R E A  F E O E  R  A  L  C  R E  D I T  U N I O N
P H O N E  279-7457

S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N S  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  N O R T H
F A I R B A N K S

Ma r c h  21, 1975

Se nator George Hohman 
Chairma n Hess Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Senator Hohman:

The Mabel T. Caverly Senior Center re spectfully requests your 
p e r m i s s i o n  to hold a public hear ing on Saturday, March 29th 
in Anchorage relative to bills concerned with  the Elderly 
(SB 196, SB 219, SB 201 f, SB 176).

Our reason for requesting a local hearing  is that many 
E l d erly persons wishing to testify are unable to travel to 
J u n e a u  because of physical disabilities as well as the 
p r o h i b i t i v e  cost of air travel.

May we hear from you at your earliest convenience, so we 
may alert the Senior Citizens? Thank you for your personal 
attention.

Sincerely

Bernice Cease v— -•
Director
Mabel T. Caverly Senior Center



Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce
P. O . BO X 2637 -  K ETC H IK A N , A L A SK A  99901 

Telephone 907 225-3184

M arch 3 , 1 9 7 5

S e n a to r  George Hohman 
S t a t e  C a p it o l  B u ild in g  
Pouch V
Jun eau, A la s k a  99^01 

Dear S e n a to r  Hohman:

Our Chamber i s  p la n n in g  i t s  an n u al v i s i t a t i o n  t o  Juneau 
in  a s h o r t  t im e  and hopes t o  d is c u s s  some m a tte rs  o f  
m utu al i n t e r e s t  w ith  yo u . I n  th e  m eantim e, we hope you 
w i l l  c o n s id e r  some ite m s  o f  im m ediate in t e r e s t  and t h e i r  

p o s s ib le  e f f e c t  on G re a te r  K e tc h ik a n .

Some o f  o u r c i v i c  le a d e r s  t e s t i f i e d  b e fo re  th e  House 
Com m ittee on H e a lth , E d u c a tio n  and S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  r e ­
q u e st in g  a  P io n e e r s ' Hom e/for t h i s  a r e a . T h is  p ro ­

j e c t  lia s been u n d er 'S tu d y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  and th e re  
, a re  8 0 0 (o r  more p e rso n s , o v e r 6 0  who m ight q u a l i f y ^  

so wc dci need th e  P io n eer'H o m e L e g is la t io n  and 
th e  unanimous "d o  p a s s "  v o te  from  th e  House C om m ittee.
I t  i s  hoped you w i l l  su p p o rt t h i s  L e g is la t io n  on i t s  

way th roug h  th e  s e s s io n .

S e n a to rs  R o b e rt Z ie g le r  and P e te  M eland have o f f e r e d  a > 
measure to  s t a r t  p la n n in g jth e  d e s ig n in g  a b r id g e  to ' 

f  co n n ect th e  new in t e r n a t io n a l  a i r p o r t  on G ra v in g  Is la n d  
w ith  th e  c i t y  o f  K e tc h ik a n ,',w h ic h  i s  lo c a te d  a c r o s s  
Tongass M arrow s. I t s •c o n s t r u c t io n  w ould le a d  t o  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  Pennock I s la n d ,  w hich l i e s  between G ra v iu a  and 
K e tc h ik a n , a s  we1 1 .a s  G ra v ln a  i t s e l f  n e a r th e  a i r p o r t .
The b r id g e  w ould e lim in a te* , a c o s t l y  and e x p e n siv e  a i r ­
p o rt  f e r r y  s e r v ic e  o p e ra te d  b y  th e  Gateway Borough and 
speed up th e  f lo w  o f  t r a f f i c  to  and fro m  th e  a i r p o r t .
The S t a t e  Highway Departm ent has p re p a re d  s t u d ie s  on 
fo u r  pro p o sed  r o u t e s .

A pending m easure on Workmen1s C om pensationj w hich would 
averag e th e  p a y r o l l  income from  a l l  A la s k a n s , w ould work 
a h a rd s h ip  on e x is t in g  in d u s t r y  in  S o u th e a ste rn  A la s k a . 

^ E x is  t in g  o p e ra to rs  and th o se  coming onto th e  sce n e  
•' from  n a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s  have a h ig h -c o s t ,  h ig h  f r e ig h t  

r a t e  b a r r i e r  t h a t  e x c lu d e s  them from  most s t a t e s id e  
m a rk ets in  some f i e l d s ,  in c lu d in g  lu m b e r. The c h ie f

W I L L I A M  L. B A K E R  

General Manager

k



b u y e r o f  lum ber p ro d u c ts  in  re c e n t  y e a r s ,  Ja p a n , i s  
s u f f e r in g  fro m  g a llo p in g  i n f l a t i o n ,  h ig h  f u e l  c o s t s  

and h ig h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  Some 3 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  depend* 
o n 'th e  t im b e r  . 'in d u s t r y  i n  our a re a  f o r  jo b s  and th e  
p a s t  few  months have seen.unem ploym ent in c r e a s in g  

r a p id ly  due to  th e  d e p re sse d  m a rk e t. A n yth in g  -th a t  
can s u s t a in  employment in  th e se  in d u s t r ie s  w i l l  r e ­
duce unemployment c o s t s ,  keep many A la sk a n s  in  a 
s e l f - s u p p o r t in g  s i t u a t io n  and m a in ta in  s c h o o ls ,  u t i l ­
i t i e s  and o th e r  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e s  n e e d e d .in  th e  a r e a .
By in c r e a s in g  th e  c o s t  o f  d o in g  b u s in e s s  in  A la s k a , 
we make o u r b a s ic  in d u s t r y  l e s s  a b le  t o  compete f o r  
th e  m a rk e ts  o f  s i m i l a r  in d u s t r y  down so u th .

•Vi* M hiMost c o a s t a l ,  towns in  A laska depend on se a fo o d s f o r
m a jo r1 -incom e''and w ith  c o n su m e rs -u n a b le  to  a f f o r d  k in g  
o r  ta n n e r cra b  o r  even canned sa lm o n , any a r t i f i c i a l  
in c r e a s e  in  c o s t s  o f  p ro d u c in g  th e se  p ro d u c ts  d e a ls  
A la sk a n s  a c o s t l y  b lo w . The c ra b  f l e e t  has ta k e n  a 
r e a l  b e a t in g  t h i s  y e a r  due to  th e  f a l l i n g  demand.
P r ic e s  p a id  t o  f ish e rm e n  _j.fi o u r a re a  m ust go down as 
a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  d e p re sse d  m a rk e t. I t  can  h a r d ly  be 
c a l le d  a w ise  move to  h it c h  c o s t s  o f  t im b e r  and s e a ­
fo o d  p ro d u c tio n  to  a booming demand f o r  o i l  and n a t u r a l
g a s . As a m a tte r  o f  r e c o r d ,  A la sk a n s l a s t  f a l l  vo te d  
to  u se  p a r t  o f  th e  p etro leu m , r o y a l t y  income t o  h e lp  
r e s t o r e  waning salm on s t o c k s  and even im prove t im b e r  
s t a n d s , t o  a s s u r e  a v a r ie d  economy th ro u g h o u t A la s k a  
and a s t a b le  c o n t in u it y  f o r  o u r ren ew ab le  re s o u rc e  in ­
d u s t r y .

S in c e  you L e g is la t o r s  a r e  w o rkin g  f o r  a b e t t e r  s t a t e ­
w ide economy, I  know you w i l l  c o n s id e r  th e se  f a c t o r s  
b e fo re  re a c h in g  d e c is io n s  on th e  m a tte rs  d is c u s s e d  h e r e in .  
I t  i s  b e t t e r  to  s u s t a in  th e  in d u s t r y  we have than to  

c o n t r ib u te  t o  i t s  d e m is e . By a v e ra g in g  in  th e  huge in ­
f la t e d  wages o f  p ip e l in e  w o rk e rs  w ith  th o se  o f  th e 
d e p re sse d  a r e a s ,  th e  d e p re sse d  in d u s t r ie s  w i l l  s u f f e r .
We hope you w i l l  v o te  a g a in s t  t h i s  f u r t h e r  burden on 
o u r ren ew able re s o u rc e  i n d u s t r ie s .

f

y o u r s ,

v  2 _

Robin T a y lo r  
P r e s id e n t

Page 2 March 3, 1975 Senator George Hohman.
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C E N T R A L  O F F I C E  
P . O .  B O X  8012
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99508 
P H O N E  272*931 7

B L A C K  A R T S  fit M T .  V I E W  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C E N T E R
T H O N E  274*61 33

M A B E L  T .  C A V E R L Y  S E N I O R  C E N T E R  
f i l l  E A S T  5 T H  A V E N U E  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99501 
P H O N E  274*9361

A N C H O R A G E  A R E A  F E D E  R  A  L  C R E  D I T  U N I O N
P H O N E  279*7457

S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N S  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  N O R T H
F A I R B A N K S

January 1 0 , 1975

Senator George Hohman 
Box 100
B e t h e l, Ak. 99559

Dear Senator Hohman:

The O l d e r  Persons Action Gro up asks you to d irect y o u r  
personal attention to the e nclosed p r o p o s e d  l egislat ion 
w h i c h  has b e e n  badly needed in A l aska for many yea::9 and 
at this time has become mandatory.

No part of State g overnment represents the elderly. A l a s k a  
is far b ehind in this respect and w e  s trongly s o licit your 
support  in this area. Your support is needed in o r d e r  to 
accompli sh this in the p e nd ing legisla tive session.

Please  be assured of our continued c o o p e r a t i o n .

Sincere ly

N RM:ek
EnCl.

(Mrs.) N o n a  R. McVic k a r  
Ex e c utive Dire ctor  
Older Persons A c t i o n  Group
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CENTRAL OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 8812
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508 
PHONE 272-9317

CHUGIAK SENIOR CENTER 
PHONE 688-2677

FAIRMONT CENTER 
279-9879

MABEL T. CAVERLY, SENIOR CENTER 
1111 EAST 5th AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM 
274-2914

ALASKA C O M M I S S I O N  ON AGING

Every state but W y o m i n g  now has a specific agency d e aling w i t h  the 
problems of the aged. However, with increasing numbers of older people, 
and increasin g public u n d e rstanding of their needs, it may be n e c e s s­
ary to modify many of the existing agencies. The p r o p osed statute is 
important in three ways. First, it presents a more d e t ailed d e s c r i p­
tion of the functions a Commission on Aging should perform. Second, 
the statute extends the structure of the Commission by author i z i n g  
local gov ernmental units to establish local Commissions and by p r o v i d­
ing  for assistant directors to assist the local Commissions. Third, 
it clarifies the divi sion of functions between the Commis s i o n  and its 
Di r ec tor and his 3taff.

Section 1 establishes the Commission and states its functions. In 
addition to the more traditional functions of g a t h e r i n g  and disseminat - 
ing information, c o ordina ting services and making proposals, it i3 pro 
vided that the Commission shall e valuate existing programs and stimulate 
public u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the problems of the aging. Comm is s i o n  e v aluation 
should contribute to improving progr am efficiency. Better public u nder 
st a n d i n g  of the needs of the aging will make them e asier to meet.

Se ction 2 details the structure of the Commission. The c o ntrol ling 
goal is to insure the awareness and responsiveness of the Com mission to 
the political problems of the executive and legislative branches of the 
state government while m aintaini ng its independence.

Se ction 3 deals with meetings, quorum and compensation. While the 
governmental members of tho Commission need not be c o m p e n s a t e d , compen ­
sation for non-government al members may make possible service on the 
Commission by representatives of the most concerned group of citizens , 
older persons w i t h  fixed and relatively low incomes.

Under Section , the Administrative staff consists of the Directo r 
and his staff. The staff will include the usual clerical workers and 
technic al advisors, but this section also provides for assistant d i r e c­
tors, if necessary, to assist local Commissions.

Section 5 authorizes the Borough and municip alities of the State to 
e s t a blish Commissions which would function as the Commissi on on Ag ing 
does, but on a local level.

Section 6 gives the Commission get. .• il power to carry out its func 
tions and duties and specifically grants ^ower to establish spec ial sub 
committees, to solicit and accept ifts and grants, and to contract.
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(Title, e n a c t i n g  clause, etc.)
S E C T I O N  1. [Establishment of a Commission on Aging; Functions and 
D u t i e s . ]

There is established a C ommissio n on Aging [in the Department of 
Health Social Services]. The Commission shall:

(a) gather and disseminate information and conduct hearings, c o n -  • 
ferences and special studies on problems and programs concern ing the 
aging:

(b) coordinate, assist, and cooperate with the efforts of State 
departm ents and agencies to serve the needs of the aging, especially 
in the fields of education, employment . health, housing, welfa re and 
recreation,

(c) develop, coordinate, and assist other public and p r ivate o r g a n i­
zations w hich serve the aging *

(d) propose new programs c o ncerning the aging:
(e) evaluate e x i sting programs and proposed legis l a t i o n  concerning 

the aging;
(f) constitute the design a t e d  State agency for a d m i n i s t e r i n g  all 

programs of the Federal government related to the aged r e q u i r i n g  action 
within the State which are not the specific r e s p onsib ility of another 
State agency under Federal law or whic h have not been entrust ed speci 
fically to anoth er State agency;

(g) stimulate public awareness of the problems of the aging by c o n ­
ducting a p r o g r a m  of public education and encourage the G o v ernor and 
the L e gisl ature to develop programs to deal with these problems

(h) conduct t raining programs for community leadership and service 
project staff.
SFCTIOM  2. [Membership of the Commiss ion Chairman].

(a) The C ommis sion shall consist of:
(1) [nine] voting members [one of w h o m  shall be the head of the 

[appropriate department of the appropriate State U niversity] ]. V o t i n g  
members shall be appointed by the Gov ernor for a term of three years , 
staggered so that the terms of one-third of th-' members expire on the 
[appropriate date] of each year. Initial appointments shall b e • 
o n e - third  of the voting members for a term of one .Y~ar, one-third 
for a term of two years, and one-third for a term of three years. 
Vacancies shall be filled for the rem ainder of any u n e x pi red term in 
the same m a nner as the original appointment. No v otin g m e m b e r  shall 
be an e l e ct ed or appointed official of the State government.

(2) [ ] non-vo t i n g  members, composed of font member of
the [appropriate upper house of the State Legislature] a ppointed by 
th« [appropriate body of the upper house] for a term of two years one 
m ember of the [appropriate lower house of the State Legislature] 
appointed by the [appropriate body of the lower house] for a term 
of two years' and the heads of the [appropriate co ncerned State 
departments or agencies] or t heir representatives.

(b) A chairman shall he elected from the voting member s h i p  of the 
Commis sion to serve for a term of one year.
SFCTIOM 3. [Meetings; Compensation.]

(a) The Commis sion on Aging shall meet at least [four] times a year. 
Thp Chairman may call additional meetings when necessary. A majority
of voting members shall constitute a quorum.

(b) V o t i n g  members shall receive [ ] dollars per day c o m p e n­
sation for w o r k  pe rformed as part of their official duties. All 
members shall be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses Incurred
in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of their official duties as members of the Commission.
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SECTION 4. [Administrative Staff.]
(a) The Commission shall have a Director. The Director shall be 

'appointed by the Commis s i o n e r  of H.E.W.
(b) The- D i r e ctor is the admini s t r a t i v e  o f f icer of the C ommission 

and shall serve the Commission by g a t h erin g I n f o r m a t i o n - d i s s e m i n a t i n g  
findings of fact and other information; f orwa r d i n g  prop osals and e v a l u­
ations to the Governor, the Legislature-, and various state agencies; 
carrying out public educa t i o n  programs; c o n d u c t i n g  hearings and c o n f e r­
ences; and p e r f o r m i n g  other duties necessary for the p r o p e r  operation 
of the Commission.

(c) The Commission may employ in acco rdance wi th the [State p e r­
sonnel plan] any sub ordinate pe rsonnel necessary to assist the Director 
in the performance of his duties, including clerical staff, and t e c h n i­
cal advisors. The C ommissio n also may employ assistant directors if 
necessary to develop, assist and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  local commissions on 
aging.
SECTION 5. [Local C ommissions.]

Any B o r o u g h ,[ m u n i c i p a l i t y ] of this State may estab l i s h  a local 
Commission on Aging.
SECTION £. [Powers of the Commission.]

The Commission shall have all powers neces s a r y  to carry out the 
functions and duties sp ecified in this Act, i n c l u d i n g  pow er to e s t a b­
lish advisory committees on special subjects, to solicit and accept 
gifts and grantr and to contract with  public and private groups to 
conduct its bus. *ess.
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D E P A R T M E N T  OF TH E IN T E R IO R
.

B U R E A U  O F  IN D IA N  A F F A IR S

Bet'tel Agency; P.C. Box 347 
Social Se_”vices 

Bethel*, Alaska 99559

u .

S e n . George Hohman 
A la s k a  S t a t e  S e n a te  
Ju n ea u , A la s k a  99301

Marc’’. 6 , 1975

Re: Needs o f  the* e ld e r ly  o f  th e B e th e l a r e a .'

D ^ a r 1 S e n a t o r  Hohman:

For t’ e past f ive  months th is  o ffic e  has been interested in  ga in ing  a better 
understanding o f a s itu a t io n  confronting certa in  e ld e r ly  in d iv id u a ls  in  t’e 
Yu’con-Kuskokwiri region - t'^at o f having to leave t’’c Bethel area to receive 
various nurs ing home serv ices .

- •• . «***- r  ‘;vN|

We have been wonderiog -Jnst :-»ow many eldeTly._persoa3 .uire le a v in g ; where ere* 
they.le av in g . ±o; why-axe they le av in g ; and what a lte rnat ives  there might be
to th e ir  having to leave : Y e  purpose o f th is  le tte r is  to share t!'e in f o r ­
mation that we ’ave been ^b la to obtain up to th is  po in t .

Our f i r s t  concern was to f in d  out as prec ise ly as possib le exactly how many
e ld e r ly  persons have been leav ing  the Bethel area in  recent years tu receive 
nurs ing ’'one serv ices . We contacted a l l  the e x is t in g  nursing home and rcnvales 
cent care f a c i l i t ie s  in  t ie  State o f Alaska that we were aware o f . The information 
we received is  as fo llow s :

T~e F a ir b a n k s  P io n e e r s  Hone , K e tc h ik a n  G e n e ra l H o s p it a l  ( I s l r - i  V f r :  '* s -.? r  
N u rs in g  Home), C ordo va Community H o s p ita l^ _ a n d  The C a re cg e  N o rth  ConvaLcscaat 
Cer.te.r̂ .ln F a ir b a n k s  ’’ ave  had no rpfBn»t<!riv»- -p. ’~ W r  1 f M  ̂
of elderly individtraiy- frorr t*e B e the l a  re a vt th frr.the-pastr~ fTve^-years.-’ '• . 
B a rb o rv ie w  M e m o r ia l ,H o s p it a l  in V a ld e z  has had no admittances cf individuals
nviflcnthe age o f 23.5

S itka P ioneer's llomeahad one admittance itr L97A*.J The in d iv id u a l was from the 
v i l la g e  o r Ked' DevflT

Wesleyan Hurting Home in  Seward had 2 admittances i n  TVTT from Bethel andu 
Kwethluk.' 1 ere were 2 admittances in  1974, both from Bethel.

T!’e Cnroage House in  Anchorage had 2 admittances in . 1974 from Bethel and Ar.iak .



The Ridgeview Manor i n  Anchorage had 2  admittances in  1972 fyom .Bethe l,'.
7 adm itsnces^ in  1973-from B e th e l'(3 ) , An iak , K o tt ik r- Kalskag and fo u n ta in  
V illa geV  There was ona..admittance in  1974 from Bethel.

; ■■--■*. w  ■ '  o*
I f ^ I

ClenmoEG„l<ursing Rome in  Anchorage had 3 admittanfces in  1970 , from Bethel (2)\ 
and Tiiliikaa^a»m»^adrnittanne in  1971 _from Kalskag, 3 adm ittances'in  1972. iro n  
P itkas Pointy-Kongiganak, and Ernmonak; 7 admittances in  1973'from F ilo t  S tation , 
Sleetmute (2 ) , Kongiganak, Bethel, St. Mary's and Napaslciak, 10 admittances 
in  1974 from Bethel, St. Mary's (2 ) , Pitkas Point, Russian M iss ion , Chefornak, 
T un tu tu liak , Ernmonak, Mekoryuk and Kas ig luk .

 _.** I
Thus, from the figures we have at th is  time, the yearly  byeekd wn o f adm ittan­
ces is  a3 fo llow s :

1970 - 2
1971 - 1
1972 - 5
1973 - 16
1974 - 16

We sent out questionaires to the Health Aides o f some 45 v il la g e s  in  the
Yukon-Kuskokvim area. We asked them how many e lde r ly  people hod le f t  the ir
v i l la g e  to go to a nursing home or convalescent care f a c i l i t y  w ith in  t'-e past
f iv e  years We asked them how many of these in d iv id u a ls  were unable to take
care o f themselves, how many needed f u l l  time care, and how many ju s t needed a
place to l iv e  and a l i t t l e  b it  o f he lp . F in a l ly , we asked them how the e ld e r ly
persons on t'-eir v i l la g e  fe lt  about the need for a f a c i l i t y  for t^e aged ( l ik e  a
nursing home or on old fo lk 's  home) in  the Bethel area. We welcomed any a d d it io n a l
comments that the Health Aides had.«

To date we have received rep lie s  from 23 o f the v i l la g e  Health A ides. Accord­
ing to these Health Aldus., .12 e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s i ,  have had to leave the v i l l a g e  t o  • 

r e c e i v e  n u r s i n g  h o m e  c a r e ~ w i t h i n ~ T e c e T r & ^ y e a r y l  The Breakdown is  as fo llow s :

P ilo t  S ta t io n ................... 2
Tuluksak................................ 1
Rot.L„k.  .......................   .5
ChunthbaInk ......................2
A n iak ....................... ’........... j2
Total....................................... 12

These spec if ic  v i l la g e  figures do not corre late p rec ise ly  w ith  received flgtires 
from the f a c i l i t ie s  that ve contacted. I  suppose t’at th is  could be accounted 
for by the fact that the Health Aide Personnel might have changed in  various 
v i l la g e s , or that the Health aides themselves were not able to obta in accurate 
in form ation . Our purpose heie was to get information feedback from d if fe re n t  
sources.

According to the Health A ides, a l l  of those in d iv id u a ls  that le f t  the v i l la g e  
were unable to take care o f themselves,- and a l l  but one needed f u l l  time care .



When we asked, the Ir k . A Idas. -Low -the- a Id /Try;. 1 r, th e ir v i l la g e  felt.-about
the o.rtediTfor 'a faciTLtrr^for the agedhrn -the^tiethel area, 12 Health-Aides stated 
Chat 'the responses were negative (these responses va rry ing  from vehement state­
ments to rr.ere lack o f in te re s t ) , 7..Health Aides stated that the responses were 
Lavorahle-Xowards the development o f such a f a c i l i t y  and 4 Health Aides were 
nor-aaie'Wro answer that question. There seemed to be no co rre la t ion  between 
v i l la g e  location  and v i l la g e  response. • Of the fiv e  v il la g e s  who, according to 
Health Aides had e ld e r ly  members leave for nursing home care, three expressed 
a pos it ive  response on beha lf o f e ld e r ly  v i l la g e  members, and one expressed a 
negative response.

Feedback to these questionaires vs rr ie d . Some’e ld e r ly  personalfee l strong ly  
that they,, want to stay-in the v illa ge-w ith  fam ily and friends., and that this--, 
is  the customary and sdeepted th ing to do. Some persons fee-lr'that a f a c i l i t y  
in  the Be the I-area would be good- in  that i t  w ou ld 'a llow  e ld e r ly  persona to be 
close to fam ily 'and fr ie nds , who might otherwise be far away from th e ir  community. 
This is  the common motivation expressed by those e ld e r ly  in d iv id u a ls  who were 
quoted by the Health Aides as favoring some sort o f f a c i l i t y  in  the Bethel area.

In  the course o f ny in ves tiga tio n  into  th is  area I  had occasion to correspond 
and speak w ith many in d iv id u a ls , agency re lated and otherwise. I  was confronted 
w ith many op in ions regard ing the specia l needs o f the e ld e r ly  persons in  th is  
area, some very strong ly  expressed, and some qu ite  opposed to each other. I t  is  
not the purpose o f th is  memorandum to confront thoGe op in ions , nor to question 
them. We at th is  time are merely interested in  p rov id ing  any information 
regard ing th is  need area that might prove h e lp fu l l to others w ith the same 
concerns.

I t  appears that there are three lin e s  o f th in k in g  in  th is  aresJi The f l r s r i  
lin e  o f th ink ing  is  that things should rsm rin”pTetty'-mach-o!rs~thpv -nowserre. I f
an e ld e r ly  in d iv id u a l in  the Yukon-Kuskokwlm reg ion reaches c p. it  where fco/sha 
e ither cannot care for him/herself or has no friends or re la t iv e s  vim are w i l l in g  
or able to provide assistance, then an appropriate agency or in d iv id u a l may make 
a re fe r ra l to a nursing home or convalescent care f a c i l i t y .

I
The—cecond l in e  o f th ink ing  is  that some sort o f nurs ing home f a c i l i t y  might

he constructed somewhere in  the Bethel re g io ir to  meet the needs o f those in d iv id ­
uals who would otherwise have to leave the Bethel area to receive serv ices . The 
major questions here are whether the people o f th is  area re a lly  var.r such z 
f a c i l i t y ,  exactly what sort o f in d iv id u a l would i t  serve (Q ua lif ic a tions  for 
acceptance), and o f course, where would the funding come from.

J

The th ird  l in e  o f th ink ing  is  that perhaps something can be set up by which ' 
those e ld e r ly  in d iv id u a ls  who would normally be forced to leave th e ir  hcne to 
receive spec ia l nursing home or convalescent care can be allowed to remain in  
the ir home v i l la g e .  This would involve some sort o f spec ia l support system 
catering to these in d iv u a ls . This i 3 not a new l in e  o f th in k in g . I  have had 
occasion to correspond w ith Dove M. X u ll , D irector o f Alaska Home Health Aide 
Services In c . Apparently up u n t i l  the recent past there wore funds ava ila b le



to provide various in d iv id u a ls  in  the v il la g e s  v lt h  homemaker and home health 
aide services In  fa c t , one o f the prupaaes o f th is  program was to s tr ive  to 
a llow  e ld e r ly  in d iv id u a ls  to .remain at heme. Mrs K a il informs me that at one j 
time there were eleven home helpers spread thro ugh. out the v i l la g e s  o f Hooper bay, 
Mt. V i l la g e , Akiac 'v .k , St. M ary's , P ilo t  Station nnd Bethel.'" They received 
wage payment fo r the ir services. We sent questionaires to these in d iv id u a ls , 
asking them for th e ir  impressions o f thp services they were p rov id in g . A l l  
s ix  o f those that responded stated that although th e ir  worh had been demanding, 
they had seen i t  as be ing necessary and worthwhile .

Mrs. K u ll further informs me that as o f la te , th e ir  fund ing has been pre­
carious..' T it le s  IV .and XVI funds have been withdrawn, x/>ich reduc-. s the Federal 
matching for the e x is t in g  contract, which I  gather has been w ith  the Department 
o f Health and Social Services. In te resting  comparisons bett?een costs o f 
Homemaker-home health aide end a lte rnat ive  forms o f service can be found in  a 
pamphlet e n t it le d  "Costs of Homemaker-Home Health Aide and A lte rna tive  Forms o f 
Services", which in  published by t ie nationa l Council fo r Homemalcer-Home Health 
Aide Services Inc . For instance, th is  pamphlet states that in  1971-72 the 
average cost per case fo r such services was $467.79 per year. I t  would be 
in te re s t in g  to compare re lated costs for that sort o f cave for the Bethel area 
rec ip ien ts  against cost o f care in  nursing home and convalescent care f a c i l i t ie s  
in  the State o f A laska.

I t  is  our hope that th is  informatitm  may prove use fu l in  future cons iderations i
regard ing meeting the needs o f the e ld e r ly  in d iv id u a ls  o f the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
reg ion . I t  go is w ithout saying that we are a l l  interested in  seeing there members 
o f our community receive the ir r ig h t fu l and necessary services and bene fits .

Respectfu lly Submitted,

I.arry Schultz
BIA Socia l Services Representative
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