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March 5, 1975

Nels A n d erson 
Represen tative 
Alaska State House of 
R epresentat ives

Dear Nels:

In your committee you have Senate Joint R e s o l u t i o n  6,
"An Act relat i n g  to the renaming of Mt. McKinley  to "Denali".

Attache d for your i nfo rmation are copies of letters that 
we have received. Additionally, the r e s o l u t i o n  has been 
endorsed by the State Geogr aphic Board, the M t . McKinley 
Advisory Council, T a n a n a  Chiefs Conferen ce and the Mo untain 
Climbing A s s o c i a t i o n  in Alaska.

Please let me know should you desire additional information 
and when and if you antic i p a t e  b r i nging  up the bill for action 
before your committee.

T h a n k  you very much. With kind regard,

V^rV Sincerely,

Pbhn C. Sackett 
Alaska State Senator



JA Y  S. HAMMOND, Governor
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F e b r u a r y  19, 1975

The H o n o r a b l e  John C. Sackett 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear Senator Sackett:

The State Geographic Board would  like to take this 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to advise you of its e ndors e m e n t  of 
Senate Joint Resolut ion Six, c h a nging the name of 
Mt. M c K i n l e y  to Mt. Denali.

A l t h o u g h  this is just a m i n o r  point, b e cause Denali 
means "the great m o u n t a i n , "  do you feel adding the 
diminutive, Mount, is really n e c e s s a r y ?  Knowing of 
people who still c o n tin ue to use the name Denali, I 
do not recall them using mount w i t h  the name. Your 
comments would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

V.. /~>
/ P u

Lee M c A n o r n e y
C hairman, State 
G e o g r a p h i c  Board
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BOX 2037 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

October 18, 197^

Kon. John Sackett 
527 3rd Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Senator Sackett 1

At its General Meeting Wednesday, October 16th, the members of 
the Hountainooring Club of Alaska unanimously passed a motion to change 
tho namo of Mt. McKinley to Mt. Denali, and to send a letter to you 
indicating that position.

The motion was introduced by Helen Nienhueser (author of "55 Ways 
to the wilderness in Southcentral Alaska") as a result of a recent visit 
in Colorado with Margaret Murray, a long-time Alaskan and author of 
"Two in tho Far Forth." During this visit, Mrs. Murray said that she 
had written to tho Board of Geographic Fames suggesting this change, and 
they told her tho request must come from within Alaska. In addition,
Ml's. iJienhuoser reported that the Denali Citizens Council, a group headed 
by Ev Drashner of Cantwell and formed for the purpose of watching ovor 
matters related to Mt. McKinley Park, had asked you to formulate legis­
lation noncorning this namo chango. She also noted that a resolution to 
this effect had been passed by the Democratic State Convention in homo 
last May.

Thero has been much discussion ovor the years that tho name McKinley 
was quito inappropriate for this peak in that President McKinley had never 
visited Alaska. In addition, it was the opinion of the late Vin Hoeman, 
long intorosted in 'porrraphic names in Alaska, that land features should 
not be named after persons. Most know that Donali means "The Great One" 
and was tho namo given this mountain by nativo Alaskans.

Wo hopo you will bo ablo to obtain legislative support for this 
proposal.

A

Sincerely,

cci Ev Drashnor
Dona Agosti 
Socrotary

(Mrs. L.J.)



DENALI CITIZEN ’S COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 39 

. McKinley Park, Alaska 99755

m

31 January 1975

Senator J o h n  S a c k e t t

Porch V, The Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99301

Dear Senator S a c k e t t ;

We of Denali Citizens Council urge ypu to support, a resolution 
soon to be introduced by Senator .John Sackett which would restore 
the name "Denali" to Mt. McKinley.

There is an increasing interest in maintaining the integrity of 
our great natural features end it. iS most appropriate that the , 
original native name be restored, "Denali", the Athabascan 
Indian designation, means "Tho Croat One" or "The Most High".
In their name is reflected the reverence and reseed these 
people had for this magnificent mountain. ?y contrast, ihe 
current name, honoring a non-Alaskan who had no relevant 
association with ihe Mountain, is innmrooi'iate.

Senator Sackett's measure should he atv'earino before the Senate 
durin- the second week of February. re w :ll nooreeia+e vour 
helo in passing this resolution. A strong show of concern from 
.our Alaskan legislature will j eatly increase the likelihood 
that the United States hoard on Geographic Manes wj.ll give 
serious consideration to restoring the name "Denali",

Sincerely,

i  !



D e p e k i  L a k e s

M c K i n l e y  P a r k  A l a s k a  9 9 7 5 5  

F e b r u a r y  10, 1975

S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t  

P o u c h  V, T h e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S a c k e t t j

We  a r e  w r i t i n g  to i n d i c a t e  o u r  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  of y o u r  r e s o l u t i o n  

to r e s t o r e  the i n d i a n  name, " D e n a l i , "  to M t, M c K i n l e y .

It 18 m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  the m o u n t a i n ' s  n a m e  be d e s c r i p t i v e  

a n d  t h a t  it r e f l e c t  the r e v e r e n c e  that the A t h a p a s k a n  I n d i a n s  h a d  

foj: it. W e  h o p e  tha t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B o a r d  on G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  

w i l l  g i v e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the r e n a m i n g  u p o n  a s t r o n g  s h o w  

of s u p p o r t  f r o m  the A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t u r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

CjtV

M r .  a nd M r s .  W a l l a c e  A. C o l e

J

\
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D ecem ber 22, 1974, A nchorage Sunday Tim es

Denali Citizens’ Council Studies Mt. McKinley Development, Growth
B y G R E G W O LF  

Times Stalf Writer 

Concerned with the growth 
and development of Mt.

‘ McKinley National Park and 
the surrounding areas, a group 
of resident Alaskans along 
with a few from Outside has 
incorporated as the Denali 
Citizens' Council.

Membership has risen from 
" theiWfoundingmembersinthe 
■ spring of 1973 totoday'stotalof 

150. For the! most part, the 
members make their residen­
ce in Fairbanks, Anchorage or 
the Cant well area but someare 
from iho Lower 41 

This fall ihe council incor­
porated and began making 
contacts wi(h federal, state 
and local officials concerned 
with national and stale parks 
as well as land use and 
management.

A c c o rd in g - to  • E v e re tt  
Drashner, chairman of the 
council. "We are making a 

; practice of inviting slate and 
; federal, agency leaders to 
j  come to our meetings or send 
■•.us information ,)iu)i w ill bqof

... _  ,
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E V E R E T T  D R A SH N ER

Council Chairm an

use to our meetings nr send us 
information that will be of use 
io our cause; we wunt to be 
informed. Some groups lake 
too na rrow of an approach to a 
problem and lend to forget

about o th e r  v ie w s  or 
opinions."

D r a s h n e r . a 20-year 
homesteader in the Cantwell 
area, has headed the council 
since its incorporation and is 
co n ce rn e d  v i t a l ly  w ith 
assuring sensible, well plan­
ned development of both the 
national park and the land 
along the Anchorage-to-Fair- 
banks highway.

Among Ihe issues thecouncll 
is involved with are renaming 
Mt. McKinley to the Indian 
n am e  o f D e n a l i ,  the 
cooperative planning and 
management rone proposals 
and the proposed north and 
south additions to the existing 
McKinley National Park.

On re-naming Mt. McKinley 
the council has received sup- 
p o r t  ( r o in s e v e r a l  
organizations. Including the 
M o unta ineering  C lub  of 
Alaska, both the Anchorage 
and Fairbanks Environmental 
Centers and various native 
groups. A long w ith the 
organizations, the council also 
has re ce iv e d  le tte rs  of

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  I rom 
naturhsts Margaret Murieand 
Bradford Washburn.

Washburn slated, "Needless 
tosay I ’m solidly in favorof the 
return tu D enali — and 
Denali's Wife for Mt. Foraker 
— 1 hope the A laskan  
Legislature does something 
abou; ii ar.d then sends the 
result of its action to the ooard 
of geographic nam es for 
hoped-for action Denali is a 
magnificent name, and it 
would ne v e r  have been 
changed if Dickey (!S% I had 
known about it when he 
suggested M cKinley,"

William Dickey, an Alaskan 
prospector, was impressed by 
the beauty and grandeur nf the 
huge peaks at the head of the 
Chulitna R iver and in a sub­
sequent expedition in lx<W 
c a r r i e d  out  s e v e r a l  
preliminary surveys of the 
peaks. From his survey he 
determined Its height tu be 
wellover20,000feet.

Later the next year, Dickey 
describedhlsvlsiisiotheenor- 
mous peaks in an article

puti-ihed in the New York Sun 
on J i i i  24 .1S97. He explained, 
"Wei i.tmed our great peak Mt. 
M c ijin le y  a f t e r  W illiam  
McKinley of Ohio, who had 
bee'  nom inated lo r the 
pre-'dency, and that fact was 
the first news we received on 
our way out of the wonderful

:.;?m ess."
Tytnty-two years later in 

1917 Mi McKinley National 
Par1-; was established and the 
naile of the peak has stuck 
cvei since.

D ishner staled that the 
council's top priority is a 
cooperative p lanning and 
ma: agement zone that is being 
delilted by several groups. 
The'zone, w hich borders north 
to Ifealy, south to Talkectna 
and cast to the Suslina River, 
is Icing studied hy the Joint 
Feseral State Land Use Plan- 
nin .Commission.

According to Dashner, It is 
tltC;hope of the council to “ be 
one of the groups inst rumental 
m creating policy for future 
management and planning for ■ 
tlujarea." ,  , . •

I  • • " X *  ’:V, '■•
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M O U N T A I N  IS COUNCIL FOCUS

M ajestic Mt. M cKinley Is the  focus of a newly- 
incorporated  group called  the  Denali C itizens' 
Council. T he council proposals include th e  ren ­
am ing  of the m ountain  to Denali, the  Indian 

..n a m e  for th e  m ountain.
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T r b  M u s e u m  o f  S c i e n c e  
S c i e n c e  P a r k  

B o s t o n .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  0 2 1 1 4

B r a d f o r d  V’ a s h b u h n
(017) 7 2 3 -3 0 0 0

February 18, 1975

Dear Lowell:

I gather that, although there may be very little 

flak about changing the name of Mount McKinley to 

Denali, there may be fireworks about changing the name 

of the park, as that requires a new act of congress.

You might give thought to changing the name of the 

mountain to Denali (and Foraker to Denali's Wife) but 

changing the park to McKinley National Park, omitting 

only the Mount. This would obviously be much easier 

to initiate in a Republican administration than a Democratic, 

as foul play might otherwise be alleged by Republicans! 

Good luck!

Sincerely yours,

Bradford Washburn

Lt. Governor Lowell Thomas, Jr. 
State of Alaska 
Juneau, AK 99801
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