


"An Act r e l a t i n g  to sport fishing, hunting, and trap ping licenses 
and fees; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective date."

C O M M  I T T E E  R E P O R T

     1

H O U S E

^/2^/lf F I N A N C E

M r . S p e a k e r :  D a t e • /-  / J - 7 *

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  on h a s  had

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A Maj  o r  i t y  o f  t h e  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO PASS

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO NOT PASS

( y )  r e c omme n ds  i t  DO PASS WI TH ATTACHED AMENDMENT ( S )

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  BE REP L ACE D WITH CS FOR ______________________  AND THAT

CS F O R _______________________________DO PASS

( ) " a n d "  r e c o mme n d s  i t  BE R E F E R R E D  TO THE ______________________________________

COMM I T T E E

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

( ) " o t h e r "

Member s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

-\ /  /  / ( (\ fi

 —

Member s  NOT c o n c u r r i n g  i n  t i e  Ma j  o r i t  y r e p o r t :

____________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

____________________________________  r e c o mme n d s :

____________________________________  r e c o mme n d s :

____________________________________  r e c o mm e n d s :

r e r  ornme nd s
/ /! I' /  j

„  S) / / / i f f .  /
C ha i rma n
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A p r il 15. 1970

D ea r Governor Ham m ond and Legislators,
Re: Senate

T h e  C oa lit io n  of In te r io r A laska O u tdoorsm en has prev ious ly  stated th e ir  pos ition  on r a is it g  the rost of h un t in g  a nd  f is h ing  licenses and 
h ig game tag fees. W e  now  fee l that it is l im e  to be tte r d e f in e  a n d  c la r ify  this pos ition .

Sena te H ill 335 as passed liv  Senate  d ra s t ic a lly  changes the lic e n s e  f in d  tag fen s tru c ttne . It is o u r und ers tand in g  tha t ove r 85% of reve ­
nue genera ted  try sa les of licenses  and tags comes from  non-residents. Based on th is in fo rm atio n , w e  quest ion  how  m uch  w i l l  ho ga ined  by 
d oub lin g  the cost of res iden t sport f is h ing  and hun t in g  licenses . W e b e lie v e  few e r  lic e n ses  w il l  be  so ld , the re fo re  d ec reas in g  any ga in  
hoped In  Ire a ch ie ved .

W e  b e lie v e  that three other areas shou ld  Ire co n s id e re il for ad d it io n a l revenue and to be tte r d is tr ib u te  the cost b u rd en  to a l l those b ene f it ­
ing from  fish and  game m anagem ent program s . T hese  fire  as fe llow s:

1. W e do not be lie ve  that a ny  v a lid  runs: m ex is ts  today for a 25-eent license . If necessary , the  w e lfa re  agency suppo rt in g  the 
q u a lify in g  in d iv id u a l shou ld  pay the no rm a l fee nod thereby  transfe r these funds to tire fish a nd  gam e fund so fed e ra l m a tch ­
ing  m on ies cou ld  bo rece ived . In 1975, 5.004 25-cent ,:-enses w o re  sold. N one of these fund s  went to the Dep t, of F is h  and 
G am e. S in c e  this 25-cent lic e n s e  a llo w s  the lic e n see  to hun t, f ish  and  trap  it shou ld  be v a lu e d  at $15.00. T hu s  $75,000.00 in 
poss ib le  revenues w as not rece ived  Irv F isti a n il G am e. W hen  the II tit t m a tch ing  fede ra l m on ies  a re  added  the to ta l loss w e1 
a c tua lly  $300,000.00.

2. W e  be lie v e  that som ew here  be tw een onn fifth  a i d one th ird  o f the Dept, of F ish a n d  Gnm e's Sport F ish in g  a nd  G am e Divi- 
sion's a c t iv it ie s  a re  so le ly  d ire c ted  tow a rd  aor. hun ting  a nd  f is h ing  a c t iv it ie s . T h is  is estim ated  to consum e in  excess of $2.- 
000.000.00 of F ish a nd  G am e funds. At the present tim e the h u n te r  and f is h e rm an  pays the h il l fo r these a c t iv it ie s . W e  be­
lie v e  a be tte r method w ou ld  tie to fund these a c t iv it ie s  from  genera l funds and  thus m ore eq u ita b ly  share the costs of a ll 
a c t iv it ie s . A genera l fund a p p ro p r ia t io n  of a p p ro x im a t lv  $000,000.00, a long  w ith  m a tch in g  fed e ra l funds, w o u ld  tota l a p ­
p rox im a te ly  $2.000,000.00.

.1. At the present t im e  n il re venue  d e r iv e d  from  trapp in g  licenses goes d ire c t ly  to the  g en e ra l fund a cco un t. F ish  a nd  G am e 
does not rece ive  any  of these m on ies , tint p rov ides a ll the m anagem ent efforts. A ga in , the hun te r a n d  f is he rm an  is pay ing 
t lie  h ill. W e  be lie ve  that these trapp in g  funds shou ld  be sent d ire c t ly  to the F ish  and G am e  a cco un t. T h is  co u ld  then be 
m atched by federa l m onies. A pp ro x im a te ly  8.000 trapp in g  licenses w ere  so ld in 1975. T h is  am oun ts to $24,000.00. D ue  to loss 
of fede ra l m a tch ing  funds, th is resu lted in a loss of $l<X),OOO.m to F ish and G am e . W e  w ou ld  support a n  in c rease  of the res i­
dent trapp in g  lic ense  to $10.00 p ro v id in g  those funds go d ire c t ly  to F ish and  G am e. T h is  c o u ld  genera te  $320,000.00 in  a d d i­
t io na l revenue ,

W e  a re  opposed to a ll res iden t b ig game tag fees. T h e  cost of a dm in is te r in g  may w e ll offset any a d d it io n a l re venue  d e r iv e d . T h is  w il l a lso  
d iscourage hun ting  liv  res idents and  may e lfe c t sa les in  re la ted  ou td is ir  a c t iv it ie s . W e  be lie v e  th is  new  fee a rea  shou ld  be app roached  
w ith  great cau t ion

Items I through 3 a I Hive w ou ld  re q u ire  a gene ra l fund  a pp ro p r ia t io n  of $000,000.00 and  cou ld  genera te  as m u ch  as $2,020,000.00 for F ish  
and G am e m anagem ent. T h is  w ou ld  lie  done w ithou t chang ing  the present res ident h u n t in g  and f is h in g  lic e n s e  structu re .

W e ha ve  not taken a pos ition on non-resident fee increases . T h e  legal a nd  soc ia l ram if ic a t io n s  a re  such tha t w e th ink it best to co n cen ­
trate ou r efforts on th is lic e n se  and  fee Issue as it a ffec ts  us as resident A laskans .

A ga in  w e  w ou ld  lik e  to suggest that p u b lic  hea r ings on th is m a tter bo he ld  in severa l a reas if the S ta le .

S in ce re ly

Ivan Thorall, Chairman
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^rank W. Harris
610 W. Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, Alaska 995>03

Pen Nels Anderson 
^ouch V
Juneau, Alaska o q ROI

RE: SB 33 5.

Dear Ren. Anderson,

Having ,1ust returned from a safari 1n Africa,
T believe T have some familiarity with what is 
going on as to the charges be^ng made in most 
African countries for h u n ting their more 
precious snecies of game.

Tn m y  opinion accor d i n g  fo the scare 1.tv of 
sheen in Alaskn....T would comnare it to a Bongo
in the S u d a n ....where the nermit is MjJjO.OO---
$300.00 for the license and an extra ,tt,l90,00 
1f vou make a k i l l ,

Also you cou ld comnare our wa lrus hunt as to 
scarcity with a lion or leopard, where in Africa 
the fee wm^'^3) |9.00 for a lion or a leopard.

T believe that vour caribou  foe as set at 
■frPOO.OO is slightly high, when comnared to 
animals of the same frenuency In Africa.

The Alaska non-r e s i d e n t  deer license at $?5.0D 
however, seems right 1n line.

T'va enclosed a s o e d n l  tourist, license fee from 
the Sudan, which shows their prices are not ohean,

’’’or i n s t a n c e ... the Roan Antelope could be comnared 
in scarcity with our moose.

Hope this is of some help.

Very t r u l y  yours,



The Dem ocratic Republic Of The Sudan  
Department Of Wildlife Conservation & Tourism  

Southern Region

Amended Charges Of Ordinary And Special Gam e Licences 1975/1976

S P E C I A L  L I C E N C E  ( T O U R IS T S )
S c h e d u l e  (5)

S p e c i e s N um be r L i c e n c e
S h o o t i n g  tax

a l low ed a f te r  k i l l i n g  
each  an ima l

N .  B . : 1) Wounded  E l e p h a n t  Is  coun ted  on the l i c e n c e  and 
f ine  of U . S .  4 3000 is c o l l e c t e d  as s hoo t in g  tax .

B o n g o  ............................................  1 . • • • • • • • • U.  S . 4 300 • • • • U . S . 4 150 i
S i t u t u n g a ......................................  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 180 • • • • • • U . S . 4 150

N i l e  L e c h w e ..............................  1 . (i • »• •• •  t u .  s . 4 300 • • • • • • U . S . 4 150 )

G i a n t  E l a n d  ..............................  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 300 • • • • • • U . S . 4 150

O r y x  B e l s a .................................  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 240 • • • • • * U. s . 4 150

L i o n ......................................................  1 . • • • • • •  •• u .  s . 4 195 9 • • • • * u.  s . 4 150

L e s s e r  K u d u  ............................ 1 . • • • • • • • • U . S . 4 135 • • • • • • U . S . 4 120

L e o p a r d  ..................................... 1 . U . S . 4 195 • • • • • • u .  s . 4 150

H i p p o ..............................................  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 300 • • • • • t u .  s . 4 150

G i a n t  F o r e s t  H o g  . » . . .  1 . • ••• • • • • u . s . 4 240 • • • • • • U . S . 4 150

C r o c o d i l e  ................. .............  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 240 • • • • • • U . S . 4 120

Y e l l o w - B a c k e d  D u i k e r  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 240 • • • • • ■ U . S . 4 150

W h i t e  E a r e d  C o b  ............  1 . • • • • • • • • u .  s . 4 120 • • • • • • U . S . 4 90
R o a n  A n t e l o p e  .................... 1 . u .  s . 4 180 • • • • • • u .  s . 4 120

E l e p h a n t .........................................  1 . • • • • • • u .  s . 4 60 • • • • • m App ro x .  U . S .  4 12
p e r  lb .  w e igh t  of 
I v o r y  s ub je c t  to 
Marke t  p r i c e  when  
E x p o r t e d .

2) P e n a l t y  fee  f o r  k i l l i n g  E l e p h a n t  w i th  tusks L E S S  than 15 Kgs .
U . S .  4 1500.

3) Immature  B ongo  is  not a l l o w e d  (th is  c o n c e r n s  Ma le s ) .  P e n a l t y  fee  fo r  
k i l l i n g  any  m a le  Bongo  w i t h  h o r n  leng th  l e s s  than 18 i n c h e s  (45 cm)
U. S .  4 600.

4) F em a l e  Bongo  i s  not a l l o w e d .  P e n a l t y  fee fo r  k i l l i n g  f em a le  Bongo  
U . S .  4 900.

5) Wounded G ia n t  E l a n d  is  c oun ted  on the l i c e n c e .  F i n e  o f  U . S .  600 
is c o l l e c t e d  as  shoo t in g  tax .



M a r c h  26, 1976

The Honorable  Nels Ande rson 
! Chairman

House Resources Committee 
A l a s k a  State Legislature 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear Mr. Anderson:

re Committee Substitute for Sponsor Substitute 
for Senate Bill No. 335

Committee Substi tute for Sponsor Substitute for Senate Bill No.
335 was introduced in the House on March 25, 1976 and was referred 
to the House Resources and Finance Committees.

For the c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the House Resources Committee, I am 
en c l osing a copy of a Fiscal Note and a c c o m p a n y i n g  scncdules 

•I a d v isin g of estimated revenue and admin i s t r a t i v e  costs of the
proposed legislation, prepared by R. H. Pilcher, Manager, Juneau 
Field Office, Department of Revenue.

jj If you or any m e m b e r s  of the House Resources Co mmittee have any
questio ns on the mat erial submitted, please telep hone the writer 

| at 465-2397 and I will contact Mr. Pilcher for further i n f o r m a­
tion or t e s t i m o n y  at a hearing.

Very truly yours,

I R. D. Stevenson
Special Assistant

cc: The Honorable Hugh Malone
I Chairman
i House Finance Committee

I R. H. Pilcher, Manager
if Juneau Field Office
I Department of Revenue
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."ST^TE 
' of ALASKA

R. D. Stevenson 
Spec i a l  Ass i s tan t  
Department o f  Revenue

DATE ’ March 22, 1976

FROM: SUBJECT:
R. H. P i l c h e r  
Manager

Committe Subs t i t u t e  f or  Sponsor 
S ubs t i t u t e  f o r  SB 335

Juneau F i e l d  O f f i c e

Passage o f  committee s u bs t i t u t e  f or  Sponsor Subs t i t u t e  f o r  SB 335 w i l l :

1. I nc rease c e r t a i n  spor t  f i s h i n g  and hun t i ng  l i c e n s e  fees f o r  both 
r es i dent s  and non-residents .

2. I ncrease c e r t a i n  tag fees f o r  non-res idents .
3. Requi re tags f o r  r es i dents  to hunt f i v e  spec i es o f  game

e f f e c t i v e  January 1, 1977.

EFFECT ON TREASURY

Based on ca l endar  yea r  1975 actua l  l i c e n se  and tag sa l es and on the s a l e  of  
approx imate ly 14,150 r es i den t  tags ,  passage of  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a 
d o l l a r  revenue i n c rease  o f  approximately $2,191,390.00 f or  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to 
the var i ous funds i n  ca l endar  year  1977. (See at tached breakdown of  revenue 
e s t im a t e s . )

The ad d i t i o n a l  work load i n vo l v ed  i n  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  and sa les o f  res i dent
game tags ,  plus au d i t i n g  reports and account i ng f o r  the added revenues w i l l
r equ i r e  the ad d i t i o n  o f  one Account ing C l erk I I  p o s i t i o n  to  the BRU's work 
f or ce .  (See F i s c a l  note at tached . )

The January 1, 1977 e f f e c t i v e  date f o r  t h i s  sponsor s u bs t i t u t e  b i l l  e l im i na t es  
problems o f  adm i n i s t r a t i o n  encountered w i th  the o r i g i n a l  SB 335.
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H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

N e l s  A n d e r s o n  

J u n e a u , A l a s k a

S u b j e c t ;  P r o p o s e d  n o n - r e s i d e n t  tag fee incre ase.

M a n y  t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l o r s  are spent b y  the the State 
p r o m o t i n g  t o u r i s m  in A l a s k a  in m a g a z i n e s  a n d  in papers in 
the lower 48. It seans i n c o n s i s t e n t  to me that on the one 
h a n d  w e  w a n t  t o u r i s m  a n d  on the other h a n d  w e  reject it 

b y  m a k i n g  it too e x p e n s i v e -  for the lower i n come t o u rist 

that c o m e  to A l a s k a  - a n d  w h e n  I say t o u r i s t  I also mean 

h u n t e r .

T h e r e  s e a m s  to be a m i s c o n c e p t i o n  to w h a t  a fa g fee is.
M a n y  p e o p l e  s e a m  to t h i n k  that a tag fee is the price o f  an 

a n i m a l .  T h i s  is not true. A  h u n t e r  must b u y  a tag for the 
p r i v i l e g e  of h u n t i n g  the animal. This tag d o e s  not mean 
that h e  is b u y i n g  or g e t t i n g  the animal, b u t  o n l y  the right 

to h u n t  it.

M a n y  other expenses are i n v o l v e d  b e s i d e s  the tag fee in a 
g u i d e d  or n o n - g u i d e d  hunt. A i r l i n e s ,  h o tels, resturants, 

s p o r t i n g - g o o d s  stores, air taxi operators, etc. E v e r y o n e  

e n e f i t s  w h e n  w e  h a v e  this type o f  t o urist up here.
£he h u n t i n g  tourist l e a v e s  m u c h  more  m o n e y  in Alaska, than

the p e r s o n  that comes up to l o o k  a r o u n d  a n d  take a few 

p i c t u r e s .

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  that w e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  is t h a t  when we incre ase 

the tag f e e  as the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  do, w e  are 

o n l y  r e s t r i c t i n g  those p e o p l e  f r o m  the lower income b r a c k e t s  
t h a t  can n o t  a f f o r d  t h y s t y p e  o f  increase. It is not g o i n g
to r e s t r i c t  or stop the v e r y  m o n i e d  h u n t e r  that wants a

PLEDGED FA IR  CHASE
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g u i d e d  hunt, f r o m  c omin g up here. We will h a v e  less hunters, 
and it will n o t  e f f e c t  the m a j o r i t y  of guides, b u t  it w i l l  

a f f e c t  the hotels, r e s t u r a n t s  and all the o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  

that d e p e n d  up on tourists.

If the p u r p o s e  of this l e g i s l a t i o n  is to r e d u c e  the n u m b e r  of 
h u n t e r s  that come  to Alaska, then we are a c c o m p l i s h i n g  this, 

b u t  I w o u l d  l i k e  to make a suggestion. If w h a t  you r e a l l y  want 

is to r educe the n u m b e r  of h u n t e r s  that c o m e  to our state, 

then the b e s t  w a y  to d o  it is to r e q u i r e  that all h u n t e r s  must 
h a v e  the s ervices of a guide, b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  h u n t  in A l a s k a .  

B e c a u s e  of the h i g h  p r i c e  of the g u i d e d  h u n t s  this w o u l d  
m a t e r i a l l y  r educe  the n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  that c o m e  from the states 
a nd other c o u n t r i e s  to h u n t  Alask a. I d o  n o t  s a y  this to b e n e f i t  

the g u ides b e c a u s e  that w o u l d  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  e f fec t o n  them.
The p e o p l e  that come for a g u i d e d  h u n t  h a v e  the m o n e y  to d o  so, 
b u t  it w o u l d  s t o p  a n u m b e r  of h u n t e r s  who are in the lower income 

b r a c k e t  and can n o t  a f f o r d  the s e r v i c e s  of a guide.
M a n y  t h o u s a n d  of h u n t e r s  come to A l a s k a  a n d  h u n t  moose, caribou 
b l a c k  be ar and goat on their own, b e c a u s e  a g u i d e  is n o t  required. 

T heir success is n o t  that great, b u t  they d o  s p e n d  much w i t h  

the c h a r t e r  b o a t  operators, air taxies, r o a d h o u s e s ,  etc.
L e s s  h u n t e r s  m eahs less b u s i n e s s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  less taxes for 

the state.
What I am s a y i n g  is that the p r o p o s e d  i n c rea se is n o t  g o i n g  

to d r a s t i c i a l l y  e ffe ct the g u i d e d  h u n t s  in Alaska, but it will 

e f f e c t  the other small b u s i n e s s e s  that d e p e n d  on t o u r i s m  to 
quite some extent.

If you recall in 1973 after the last pr ice i n c r e a s e  in tags 

the n u m b e r  of n o n - r e s i d e n t  h u nters p u r c h a s i n g  tags d r o p p e d  f r o m  

11000 approx. to 8000. I h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h a t  the d r o p  w o u l d  be 

n o w  after this p r o p o s e d  increase, b u t  I am sure it w o u l d  be 

s u b s t a n t i a l .

i \  16 or 18 d a y  hunt, m o s t  g u i d e d  h u n t e r s  n o r m a l l y  b u y  5 tags 

in the past has a m o u n t e d  to $525.00. O n  a hunt  o f  this 

/pt^he e x pects  to take three trophi es a n d  the other  tags are 
ust in case he has a c h a n c e  at a d d i t i o n a l  game.

If this i n c rease goes int o effect we may l o o k  f o r w a r d  to a 
h u n t e r  b u y i n g  o n l y  three tags for $ 6 00.00 i n s t e a d  of f i v e  t,-»gs 

for $ 1 0 0 0 . 0 0  The revenue to the state w o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  

$75.00, b u t  w i t h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d e c r e a s e  in the n umber of h u n t e r s  
it seams to m e  that in the long run the s tate will come out 

on the short end, when we c o n side r r e d u c e d  taxes from s m a l l  

b u s i n e s s e s ,  r e d u c e d  income f r o m  A i r l i n e s  and the state f e r r y  
s^ystcm.

We all''Should in the f u t u r e  think of the h u n t e r  as a tourist,
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a n d  e v e r y  time a p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  co mes up p a r t a i n i n g  to 

hunters, to try to t h i n k  of them as tourists f i r s t  and h u n t e r s  

second. The h u nter is one of A l a s k a ' s  g r e a t e s t  tourist.
T h e y  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  m u c h  to the state a nd b u s i n e s s e s ,  a lmost 

e v e r y o n e  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  these h u n t e r s  that come up here.
W h e n  the p i p e l i n e  b o o m  is over we are g o i n g  to b e  left w i t h  an 

ecconoray that is b a s e d  on t o u r i s m  and some c o m m e r i c i a l  f i s h i n g  

o perations.  A l a s k a  has n o  industr ies as such a n d  our d e p e n d e n c e  

on the t o urist is v e r y  g r e a t  for all b u s i n e s s e s ,  n o t  j u s t  the 

g u i d i n g  b u s i ness, B U T  A L L  BUSIN E S S E S .

T h a n k  you for t a k i n g  the time to r ead this as I k n o w  you are all 

v e r y  b u s y  people.

Stan Frost

P r e s i d e n t  A c P . H . A .  Inc.



COMMITTEE REPORT

CS SS HOUSE RESOURCE COMMITTEE
SB 335

In  r epo r t i n g  out  CS SS SB 335 the committee has changed the e f f e c t i v e  
date o f  t h i s  a c t .

I t  i s  the i n t e n t  o f  the committee t ha t  no fee c o l l e c t e d  before the 
e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  ac t  w i l l  r e f l e c t  the i nc reases  appear ing i n  the 
b i l l  b u t ,  t h a t  a l l  l i c e n s e s  and tags purchased a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  
date o f  t h i s  a c t  w i l l  r e f l e c t  the i n creases .

Nels A. Anderson,  J r . ,  Chairman



A LASK AN S FOR TRAVEL, INC.
P. 0. Box 1479 • Anchorage, Alaska 99510 • (907) 276-7818

A p r i l  8, 1976

The H o n o rable Nels A. Anderson, Cha irman 
House Res ources Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Pear R e p r e sentative Anderson:

We are w r i t i n g  to you today in regards to Senate Bill 335, 
or any subst itute bill that is n o w  being given  consideration. 
This bill deals w i t h  hunting and fishing license fees.
In particular, we are conce rned with the impact the p r o p o s e d  
increase in these fees may have upon the A l a s k a  visitor 
industry. We are also concerned with fishing license fees 
as they r elate to the visitor.

C e r t ainly  the A F T  is not now, nor do we have the capability 
of, b e c oming experts in the field of game m a n a g e m e n t  and 
the costs related thereto. However, we do feel that it 
is n e c e s s a r y  to point out that the substantial increases 
in license fees and game tags, as this bill suggests, m a y  
have a d e t r i m e n t a l  effect upon sportsmen coming to A l a s k a
for the p u rpose of hunting big game.

In the fishing license fees we recognize the need for p rop er 
management, the costs that are related to that management, 
and the federal revenues that accrue to the State in this 
area of fees collected. However, we w o u l d  call to your attention 
that w i t h  the pro posed changes the m i n i m u m  fishing license 
fee for a n o n r e s i d e n t  w ould be $15.00. Our Alaskan visitor 
traffic  has a g reat number of people who are in the State 
for only a few days and frequently their wildernes s and/or 
fishing ex peri e n c e  pote ntial is limited to a matter of hours.

I am speaking of such vi sitors as those that arrive and 
return on the cruise ships, the air packa ge travelers that 
visit the A n c h orage gatewa y area and have an o p portunity 
for a half or full day of fishing in the S o u thcent ral Region, 
and the s u bstantial number of visitors that are here for 
commercial purposes and spend an extra day in Alaska for 
their own perso n a l  "R & R " . Many of these people would like
to fish from a few hours to a full day.

Alaskans for Travel, Inc. A Non-Profit Alaskan Corporation
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W h e n  they are c u r r e n t l y  a d v ised that the m i n i m u m  license 
fee is $10.00 they feel they are being "ripped-off" by Alaska. 
The State of A l a s k a  and the unf ort u n a t e  ind ivi d u a l  that 
has to i n f o r m  them of the r e q u i r e d  $10.00 license ($15.00 
in the n e w  bill) to fish for a few hours is m a d e  to appear 
in less thaa a favorable light. This p r o b l e m  is a c c e n t u a t e d  
b y  the fact that m a n y  of ou r v i s itors  come from other coastal 
states w h e r e  there are no fishing licenses r e q ui red for 
salt w a t e r  angling. We lose m a n y  p o t e n t i a l  short term fishermen 
b e cause of this license fee. I m i g h t  add m o s t  of them  catch 
few fish due to the short time p e r i o d  and their lack of 
fishing experience.

The A l a s k a  travel i ndus t r y  has suggeste d m a n y  times in the 
past, and we w o u l d  suggest once again, that the legislature 
give c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to a one day v i s i t o r  fishing license.
W i t h  the $15.00 fee that you are considering, we suggest 
it w o u l d  be a ppropriate  for that one d a y  license to be $5.00.
It w o u l d  also help the circumsta nce if that license was 
issued in the form of an inexpensive certificate. This 
could help make the visitors happy, even if they failed 
to catcli a fish, and conseq u e n t l y  they and their friends 
may r e t u r n  a n other  time and leave anoth er cash d e p o s i t  in 
our State.

The A l a s k a  State D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Game has, in the 
past, e x p r e s s e d  c o ncer n that this one day license would 
a d v e rsely  a ffec t the sales cf the 10 day ($10.00) v i s itor 
fishing licenses. W h i l e  to a small d egree this m a y  be the 
case, it is our firm c onv iction that w h a t  we are talking 
about is providing, at an acceptable price, a fishing license 
to those individua ls that refuse to p a y  the price ($10.00) 
n o w  required. M a n y  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  e l e c t  not to fish for the 
few hours they have ava ilable if they are going to be charged 
$10.00 (or $15.00 as proposed) for the privilege  of doing 
so. The State loses po tential license fee revenue and our 
sports fishing business loses p o t e n t i a l  customers.

T here are m a n y  charter boats available, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 
S o u t h e a s t  Alaska, for one-half or one day fishing excursions.
At $15.00 per individual for a license for a half day's 
fishing, the cost of the license w o u l d  equal 50% of the 
cost of chartering a boat for a party of five people.

In d e t e r m i n i n g  the price of the one day fishing license, 
we b e l i e v e  it a pp ropriate and n e c e s s a r y  that the one day 
license fee be set at a price of appro x i m a t e l y  1/3 of the 
ten day license fee. This would p r o v i d e  a safeguard to 
avoid i n dividual s b uyi ng a series of licenses to keep their 
license fee below that of the ten d a y  fee. M o s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
sports f i s h ermen a n d / o r  fishing parties that go into lodges 
fish four to five days or perhaps a week. They w oul d not 
be i n t e r e s t e d  in p u r c h a s i n g  u one day fishing license.
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There are several other admini s t r a t i v e  features, simple 
b u t  effective, that could be us ed to avoid any c ompli c a t i o n  
or abuses to this license. Also, this license w o u l d  generate 
new r e v e n u e  for the State.

Busines s m e m b e r s  in the A l a s k a n  travel c o m m u nity w o u l d  be 
p l eas ed to w o r k  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Game to 
assure t h a t  this p r o g r a m  is p r o p e r l y  d e s i g n e d  and

M r . Kay 
Council

Thank y o u  v e r y  m u c h  for your c o n sider ation 
this issue.

cc: James W. Brooks, Commi s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  of Fis h and Game

R u p e r t  E. Andrews, Director 
D i v i s i o n  of Sport Fish

House Resources C o m m ittee Member s
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