


Requesting the exclusion of Alaska from federal

gun control legislation.
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Hr. Jin Oauthior

Box JU

Alefcnagik,. Alaska 99555
Penury 16,. 1976

Tho Houerablo Gersmo? Jay HlnesM
Offico of tho Governor
JtKoau, Alaska

Tho Honorablo Govomor Jay H**noa<j

I** writing to you about our now "National Coalition for Oun Control”,
thoy want us to bollovo or fool that crlno would lesson if guns woro
confiscated fron us. Tho pooplo here use gums as a primary means for
getting gano-moot of tho families ir« dependant on a subsistence way of
lifo. 1 haro a gun collection, 1 u*« oooie of wy guns aclaly for hunting.
I, and tho pooplo who signed thoir names bolow would not like our guns
confiscated fro* ua. | fool that if a person wants to kill aonoono ho will
do so doapito « presence of a gun law. Thank-you for your tine.
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Nola tndoraon Jr
George H. Hohman
Tod Stovons

Don Young
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Kr, Jim Gauthier
AleVoMgik, Aleeke — -9555 liSgilsS o oo
February 101 I<p6

The Honorable Governor Jay Hemsni
Office of the Gove.-nor
Juft-Mu., Alaak*

The Honi".rxb*s Jover Tor ,*y jianusiond

uv. -VOWSs

4i" "iauthier

Kein “mit".eradl Jr
George At Hohman
Tee it.evha

Don tdujig

Hike Gravel
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PLJ/6 Alas! Wolf

This 1is in response to your recent letter concerning the impending action
of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to control the wolf population
in certain portions of Alaska.

As you know, the National Wildlife Federation makes a special effort to
closely monitor the status of all wildlife resources, especially those
classified as endangared. For that reason, we are especially interested
in the eastern timber wolf .which 1is considered endangered in the ""Lover
48" states but not in Canada or in Alaska. We have monitored for some
time the situation In Alaska to insure that nothing is done to .jeopardize
the wolf % .statua in that part of its range. In this regard we have dis—
cussed the impending action with professional wildlife biologists at aca—
demic, state jfend national levels In an effort to accurately assess the
present situation.

In our judgment, some recent news coverage given this Issue has painted a
distorted and unfair picture of the wildlife management efforts by author—
ities in Alaska. In many areas of Alaska, the population of wolves has
increased to the point where moose populations, the wolf"s primary prey,
are drastically reduced. Specifically, the Increase in the number of
wolves, 1in combination with hunting preeBures and Beveral consecutive
severe winters, has caused a serious dccreese in moose numbers in Manage—
ment Units 5, 13, and 20. The same factors have also contributed to poor
moose calf survival.

Under present conditions, 90 to 100 moose calves are born for every 100
cow moose, but by winter, following hefory wolf predation, only 11 to 20
calves per 100 cows survive. The action of the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game 1is designed to temporarily reauce the wolf population to accep—
table levels in relation to moose populations in study areas to hasten
the increase of moose populations. It should be. emphasized that this Ib
not u campaign to exterminate wblves throughout Alaska. It is part of a
research project to determine an optimum wolf-moose ratio beneficial to
bocli species concerned.

Alaskan biologists estimate that the wolf population numbers between h,00U
and 15,000 individuals, of which fewer than 200 will be removed from the
three management units affected by the wolf control study program. Tru
3,000 square miles of Unit 13 in which the State hopes to eradicate ihe
wolf represents only 1/2 of 1 percent of the total wolf habitat in Alaska.
Furthermore it is estimated that only .-.3-40 wolves inhabit that area.
Total elimination of the wolf in that area will give wildlife research-: i*
a better baBis of comparison iri determining the full Impact of wolf pre—
dation on moose elsewhere in the State-

Only Alaska Department of Fish and Gam professional personnel will b e
used in the approved wolf control prog. um. Th’+y v !l Insure that maxi: -
scientific benefit will be obtained fr em the pr- < am and that wolves >
taken only from the desired areas. Helicopters Vv.".Li be used as the o.0i:
efficient and humane (no crippling) method of taking. This will also



permirecovery of all animals co further ciie rcsv.iu t. -.-rior:. :lo privu:t
aerial vM»1f hunting permits will be issued. Aisu, it snojld be ..oted tm.t
the r.i.n- of Alaska has reduced the duration of the hunting season for
Moose and only permits the taking of bulls. This move should also help
increase moose populations in the areas affected most adversely.

Otic further point: the wolf population in the Fairbanks area has in—
crease--i to the extent that there are many documented cases of wolves prey—
ing on domestic pets within the city limits.

In summary, the National Wildlife Federation believes that the results of
this study will assist in establishing management programs designed to
bring wolf and moose populations into a state of dynamic equilibrium with—
out placing the future of either species in jeopardy. We have confidence
in the professional integrity and ability of the principal Alaska offi—
cials responsible for the stewardship of Alaska®s wildlife resources.

You may be assured that the National Wildlife Federation will keep abreast
of current developments in this matter to insure that the wolf"s welfare

is safeguarded.

To assist you in gaining a better understanding of the situation in
Alaska and to bring the picture into sharper focus, 1 enclose a copy of
recent literature which you should find interesting and helpful.

We appreciate your concern for wildlife resources, and we solicit your
contip"*  support.

Sincerely,

LOUIS S. CLAPPER
Conservation Director

enclosure
P1.3/6
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