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( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS 
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H O U S E  J O U R N A L

May 28, 1975

House J u d i ciary  Committee 
Statement of Intent 
HCS CSSB 257

AS 18.70.075(a) (7) is not intended to relieve the 
a u t h o r i t y  d e m a n d i n g  a p r e p l a n n i n g  inspection from 
the neces s i t y  of h a v i n g  to obtain a search warrant 
c o v e r i n g  the premises or the are a in which the 
premise s are located. The inspe cting aut hority is 
n o r mally going to have the consent of the owner or 
o c c u p i e r  of the premises, but when per mis s i o n  to 
inspect is denied, a warrant will have to be 
o b t a i n e d  by the inspectors. AS 18.70.075(a) (7) 
is intended to give statutory authority for 
r e q u e s t i n g  a warrant and to assist in the s h o wing 
of cause for issuance of the search warrant.

Terry Gardiner, Chairman



The m e e t i n g  was c al led to order at 2:15 p.m. by Chairman 
Gardiner. All m e m b e r s  were present.

CS SB 257 a m  M u n i c i p a l  Fire D e p a r t m e n t s

D o u g l a s  Body, C o o r d i n a t i n g  Fire Chief, t e s t i f i e d  that there 
is no s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  for the fire d e p a r t m e n t s  to do 
some of the things they are p r e s e n t l y  doing.

The f o l l o w i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  passed:

p a g e  1, line 18, p a g e  1, line 23: after city insert: o r g a nized
village.
pa g e  2, line 7: after trespass  insert: upon p r o p erty at or near 
the scene of a fire.
page 2, line 7: d e l e t e  w i t h o u t  l iability 
page 2, line 21: d e l e t e  w i t h o u t  liability
page 2, line 17: insert b e f o r e  inspect: upon 24 hour n otice to the 
o wner o r  occupant,
page 2, line 2k: d elete all of subsec t i o n  (9) a n d  r e n u m b e r
page 3, line 2: insert after misdemeanor: , and upon conviction,
is p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p risonment for one year, or by a fine of not
m o r e  than $1,000, or by both.
page 2, line 3: d e l e t e  ill of Sectio n 3
p a g e  3, line 6: insert d e f i n i t i o n  sect ion "pr eplanning" to be 
d r a f t e d .

The J u d i c i a r y  CS for CS SB 257 am was p assed out of committee.

SB 384 Revise statutes

page 6, line 9: d e lete b r i n g  and Insert seek, d elete  a c t i o n  and 
insert or an a c tio n in the n ature of an action for mandamus.

The J u d i c i a r y  CS for SB 384 was passed out of committee.

SB 138 Zoning St ate Parks

The C and RA CS for SB 1 3 8  was p assed out of committee.

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee
May 26, 1975

........ ................................ ■MCM



G A S T  I N E A U C H A P T E R  A L A S K A  STATE  F I R E F I G H T E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N

P .  C .  BOX  1 7 0 8  J U N E A U ,  A L A SKA  9 9 8 0 !

May 2k, 1975

OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS OF HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE:

SUBJECT: CSSB 257 am.

Gentlemen:

I wish to introduce myself and my affiliation with the Fire Service.
My name is Alan Judson, Engineer with the Juneau Fire Department,
Chairman of the Legislative Committee for the Alaska State Firefighter's 
Association and spokesman for the Alaska Fire Chief's Association.

In the rare event I or a member of our committee is unable to attend 
the Judiciary Hearing on CSSB 257 am, I wish to express our needs for 
this bill.

Section 1, Paragraph (3). This deals with the liability of an 
employee of a fire department during the performance of his duties, 
and using discretion, this act would prevent the employee from law suit.
The intent of this is to protect the firefighter, but it does not stop 
lawsuits from being brought against a departr:nt.

Section 2. With the passage of this Bill, what fire officers and 
personnel have been doing for years and assuming has been legal will 
now be clear, well defined, and legal.

In answer to Mr. Parr's questions to Paragraph 7 &  8:

(7) Inspections. In the Federal Life Safety Code, which the State of
Alaska has been using - there is a clause that states, owners must be given
2b hours notice before preplanning inspections, or general insepctions. 
Complaints for hazards - or life safety may be inspected without notice.

(8) The removal or destruction of fences, house, vehicle, etc.
The recourse for the owner is his insurance company, or gross negligence, 
the Fire Department and City. In many cases, vehicles have blocked hydrants, 
chain fences have been cut, even houses and buildings have been dynamited 
to control or prevent the spread of fire.

I cannot see anything in this Bill that would prevent the citizen from 
some recourse should g ros3  negligence be shown.

The Alaska State Firefighter's Association, The Alaska Fire Chief's 
Association and the Interior Fire Chief's Assocatioa, all strongly urge 
the immediate passage of CSSB 257 am. ,1 /  /  /),

Alan Judson, Chaimman 
Legislative Committee
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