


A t the n orthern  ed g e  o f  the con tin en t, c lo se  to  the 
A r c t ic  C irc le , stands the h ighest m ou n ta in  ir. N o rth  
A m erica . A  m assive m on u m en t to  the fo r c e s  
o f  nature. M o u n t M cK in le y  reigns '  .-er an  im m en se 
w ilderness park  w here D a li sheep , ca r ib ou , g rizz ly , lyn x , 
m o o se , and w o lf  dw ell togeth er in a  ba la n ced  
natural system .

‘•The H ig h  O n e ”  o f  th e A la s k a  R a n g e
Sm all w o n d e r  that the Indians o f  A la sk a  ca lled  M ou n t 
M cK in le y  Denali— “ T h e  H igh  O n e .”  N o  o th er 
m ou n ta in  in the w o r ld , n ot even  in  the H im alayas, 
rises so  dram atica lly  a b o v e  its o w n  base and stands in 
such  lo fty  iso la tion  o v e r  its n e igh b ors . M c K in le y ’s 
sum m it, cro w n e d  b y  tw in  peaks, soars to  an altitude o f  
6 .1 9 4  m eters (2 0 ,3 2 0  fe e t ) ,  rising 4 .8 0 0  m eters 
(1 6 .0 0 0  fe e t)  a b o v e  the surroun d in g  landscape.

M cK in le y  is b y  fa r  the m ost im pressive feature o f  the 
A la sk a  R ange, a cu rv ed  ch a in  o f  m ou n ta ins tha*. 
stretches 9 3 0  k ilom eters ( 5 8 0  m ile s ) across  the lo w e r  
third o f  A lask a . T h o u g h  m ost o f  the peaks are less 
than h a lf M c K in le y ’s h eight, the ran ge acts as a natural 
land barrier betw een  .A n chorage  o n  the coasta l 
low land s a r d  A lask a 's  in terior  to  the n orth . W est o f  
the park  the range fo rm s  a drainage d iv id e  fo r  rivers 
flow in g  w est to  the B ering  Sea o r  sou th  to  the G u l f  
o f  A lask a .

M cK in le y ’ s g e o lo g y  features a p ortion  o f  the D en a li 
F ault System , the largest crustal b reak  in N o r th  A m e r ica , 
that stretches fo r  2 .1 0 0  k ilom eters (1 .3 0 0  m ile s ) , 
across the fu ll w idth o f  the State o f  A lask a . A ssoc ia ted  
w ith  the A lask a  R ange, the fau lt posses th rou gh  the 
park, separating  the m ost ancient ro ck s  in A la sk a  fro m  
those o f  m u ch  y o u n g e r  age. E vents that to o k  p la ce  b e ­
tw een these extrem es h ave  created  a bea u tifu l land w ith  
con trasting  w id e . low plains, and dark , som b er  m ou n ­
tains. brigh tly  co lo re d  peaks, and sheer granite d om es.

Surprisingly , m u ch  o f  A lask a  north  o f  the park  n ever 
w as co v e re d  b y  the last con tin enta l ice  sheet, w h ich  
retreated 1 0 ,0 0 0 -1 4 .0 0 0  years a g o . T h e  park  lies at the 
n orth ern  lim it o f  this ice  age g lacia tion , w h ich  c o v e re d  
m ost o f  the n orthern  h em isph ere. F ro m  the park 
road  y o u  can  see n um erous ice  flow s still radiating 
fro m  the h igh  peaks o f  the A la sk a  R a n g e , w here extrem e 
tem peratures keep  them  from  m elting. T h e  snou t o f  
M u ldrow  G la c ie r . 5 6  k ilom eters (3 5  m iles) lon g , lies 
w ithin  1 k ilom eter  (a b o u t 0 .6  m ile )  o f  the park road . 
S ilt-laden stream s that flow  fro m  these glaciers fo rm  
w ide  grave! bars that serve as natural pathw ays in to  
the w ilderness.

A  Land of Little Sticks and Tiny Flowers
O n ly  plants that h ave adapted  to  lon g , b itterly  co ld  
w inters can  surv ive in  this sub a rctic  w ilderness.
L arge areas o f  the park  are lo ck e d  in d eep  beds o f  
p erm a frost— grou n d  that has been  frozen  f o r  thou san ds 
o f  years. O n lv  a thin layer o f  top so il thaw s each  sum m er, 
en ou gh  to  Support life ; and lim ited  sun fo r  m ost o f  
the year stunts the grow th  o f  m ost plants and gives 
them  little tim e fo r  rep rod u ction .

Taiga, “ the land  o f  little stick s,”  is a term  o f  R ussian  
orig in  that v iv id ly  describes  the scan t grow th  o f  trees 
near the A rc t ic  C irc le . M u ch  o f  the taiga in the park  
lies in rela tively  n arrow  strips that fo llo w  the w in d in g  
path o f  rivers th rou gh  the park . S om etim es w ater- 
saturated su rface  soils  slip  d o w n s lo p e  o v e r  the u nder­
ly in g  p erm a frost and  the taiga takes o n  the c o m ic  
a p p earan ce  o f  a  “ drun ken  fo rest.”

W h ite  and b la ck  spru ce are m ost co m m o n  in  the taiga. 
interspersed w ith  qu ak in g  aspen, p a p er b irch , and 
balsam  p op lar. P ure stands o f  d ec id u ou s  trees o c c u r  
a lon g  stream side gravel bars o r  w h ere  soils have been  
d isturbed  b y  fire and o th er causes. F requ en tly  the 
w o o d s  are carp eted  w ith  a th ick , sprin gy  m at o f  m osses 
and lichens. T h e  m ore  op en  areas are filled w ith  
shrubs such  as d w a r f b irch , b lueb erry , and several 
species c f  w illow .

T im berline ', the lim it o f  tree grow th , o ccu rs  at a b ou t 
82 3  m eters (2 ,7 0 0  feet) in M cK in le y  park , m u ch  low er  
in e levation  than it d oes  in w a rm er m ou n ta in  reg ion s to 
the south . O n  the w in d -sw ep t s lopes a b o v e  tim berline, 
the taiga g ives w a y  to  the tundra— a fascinating  
w orld  o f  d w a rfed  shrubs and m iniature w ild flow ers  
adapted to the short g row in g  season  and the thin 
crust o f  life -g iv in g  top so il. T h e  tundra habitat is o f  tw o  
m ain  types, a lth ough  there rrre m a n y  gradations 
betw een  the tw o .

Moist tundra vegetation  gen era lly  g row s at the lo w e r  
m ou n ta in  elevations in flatter, p o o r ly  drained  areas 
w here glacia l ru n off, snow m elt, rain and grou n d  thaw 
co lle c t  in m an y scattered pon d s. Moist tundra varies 
in app earance  and co m p o s itio n . In so m e  areas tu ssocks 
o f  co tton grass  and sedges g row . In o th er p laces , dw a rfed  
shrubs, especia lly  w illow ’s and b irch es , p redom in ate .

Plants o f  the dry tundra live scattered a m o n g  the 
barren rock s  o f  the h igher e levations, and u pw ard  to 
region s o f  perpetual ice. H ere , the tiny plants o f  the 
h igh lands clin g  preca riou sly  to  the g rou n d , spread ing 
ou tw ard  like a m at, to  soak  up daylight. W h ite  flow ered  
dryas. d w a rf firew eed . m oss ca m p io n , d w a rf 
rh o d o d e n d ro n , and fo rg e t-m e -n ot— the A la sk a  State 
flow er— all dot the ro ck y , w ell-d ra in ed  land scape in 
a stunning d isp lay  o f  de licate  b lossom s.

Wet (a r c t ic )  tundra, the ty p e  that grow s on  A la sk a ’s 
north  s lop e  w here an u nbrok en  bed  o f  p erm afrost 
prevents grou n d  drainage, d oes  n ot g ro w  here, but 
a very  sim ilar type o f  vegetation  can  be fou n d  in the 
park .

Animals: The Challenge of Life in the North
M cK in le y ’s vast w ilderness perm its a sp ecta cu la r  array 
o f  w ild life  to  live togeth er in a b a lan ced , natural system . 
C a r ib o u  still fo llo w  ancient m igration  patterns as 
th ey  m ov e  in h erds o f  h un dreds o r  m ore  o v e r  op en  
tundra and through  m ou n ta in  passes. S u re -fo o te d  D ali 
sheep  survey  the ru gged  cou n try  fro m  h igh , r o c k y  
slopes, w h ile  m o o se  b ro w se  b e lo -v in w illow  th ickets 
near the sp ru ce  forest. In fail o r  early  w in ter, all three 
species  en ter the rut, and the m ature m ales en gage 
in en ergy -d ra in in g  battles fo r  the right to  breed  
w ith  adult fem ales.

W o lv e s  roa m  h uge territories in search  o f  w eak en ed  
ca r ib ou , m o o se , o r  sheep  that m ay  p ro v id e  their 
next m eal. R aven s, m agpies, and gray ja y s  q u ick ly  
clean  u p  any scraps le ft o v e r  fr o m  a kill. TTie grizzly  
bea r w ill feed  o n  any carcass it c o m e s  across  d u rin g  its 
am bles a lon g  a river bar o r  o v e r  the op en  tundra, 
b u t its d ietary  staples are grass, roo ts , b lueberries, 
peavine, and g rou n d  squirrels that it d igs fro m  their 
bu rrow s.

Beavers cut trees and bu ild  dam s and lod g es. T h e  red 
squirrel ca ch es  spru ce  co n e s  fo r  the w in ter. T h e  
p ika and sing ing v o le  ca re fu lly  lay  vegetation  in loose  
piles in the u n d ergrou n d  nests to  w h ich  they w ill 
retreat o n c e  the sn ow  flics. M arsh  h aw k s and short-eared



ow ls  s w o o p  lo w  o v e r  Ihe tundra in pursuit o f  voles, 
g rou n d  squirrels, and sm all b irds. T h e  go ld en  eagle 
soars high overh ea d  lo o k in g  fo r  sm all-m am m al prcv . 
T h e  lynx hunts the sn ow sh oe  hare, its yea r-rou n d  m a jor  
sou rce  o f  fo o d .

W in ter brings severe challenges to  sub a rctic  c o m ­
m unities. T em peratures b e co m e  frig id , plant grow th  
ceases, and fo o d  is scarce . G r izz ly  bears m eet the 
p rob lem  b y  fatten in g u p  in sum m er and s leep in g  m ost 
o f  the w inter. O cca s ion a lly  a grizzly  stirs fr o m  its 
d e e p  s lum ber; but the grou n d  squirrel, a true b ib e m a to r , 
stays cu rled  up with its b o d y  fu n ction s  at a virtual 
standstill. B eavers and red  squirrels subsist o n  ca ch ed  
fo o d s . T h e  w easel, ptarm igan, and sn ow sh oe  h are turn 
w hite and con tin u e  their struggle fo r  survival a b ov e  
grou nd  u nder extrem e con d ition s .

M ost b irds escape  the n orthern  w in ter b y  fly in g  south . 
T h e  lon g-ta iled  ja eg er  w inters in Japan, the go ld en  
p lo v e r  in H aw aii, the w heatear and a rctic  w arb ler in 
A sia . T h e  a rctic  tern m ay  travel all the w ay  to  
A n ta rctica .

T h e  frag ile  w eb  o f  M c K in le y ’s in terdependent w ild life  
in clud es 37 m am m al species and 130 bird  species. 
E xtrem e co ld  prevents m ost c o ld -b lo o d e d  land 
vertebrates fro m  liv in g  in the p a rk ; but on e  am phibian , 
the w o o d  frog , m akes its h om e here.

S>

S n o w y  w h ite  is M c K in le y ’s  a b id in g  h u e . It Is th ere  
in b righ t p a tch e s  o f  s n o w , v  h ere  c a r ib o u  find  re lie f  
f r o m  p e s te r in g  v a rb lc  a n d  n ostril (lies . In th e w in ter , 
th e p ta rm ig a n  d o n s  a w h ite  c o a t  to  m a tch  the 
re len tless  s n o w s . T h e n  in  s u m m e r , th e b ir d  d isa p p e a rs  
a ga in  in to  th e  tu n d ra  gra sses , Us ca m o u fla g e  re v e rse d  
t o  b r o w n ish . D a li s h e e p , th e o n ly  w h ite  w ild  sh e e p  
in ih e  w o r ld ,  b o u n d  fro m  le d g e  to  le d g e  w ith  
in c r e d ib le  s p e e d  a n d  agility  . A m o n g  the m a n y  w ild -  
f lo w e rs  that f lou r ish  in  the tu n d ra  is th e  N a rc is su s - 
f lo w e r e d  A n e m o n e ,  a sm a ll p e r e n n ia l w ith  w h itc -  
p e ta le d  b lo s s o m s  at the e n d s  o f  lo n g  hairy s tem s . 
L y in g  o n  the g r o u n d  y o u  ca n  see  a  fa s c in a tin g  little  
w o r ld  o n  a  s c a le  q u ite  d iffe re n t fr o m  th e  m a ss iv e n e ss  
o f  th in gs as y o u  h ik e  to w a r d  w h ite  m o u n ta in s  far 
a w a y .

Were the day clear I could see Mount McKinley from 
the window. As I picture in my mind its stupendous 
height, I compare it to our science. Many have 
assailed its flanks; some have proclaimed untruths 
about it; some have climbed by great effort well up 
the slopes; a very few, the best by natural selection, 
have reached the summit and there attained the broad 
vision denied those at lower altitudes. As for me,
I am satisfied to have been able to traverse the 
great lowland to the base and to climb the foothills.

— A lfr e d  H u lse  B rook s

Men and Mount McKinley
O n  January 24. 1897 w ith  national attention fo cu sed  
on  the A laskan  g o ld  rush, a N e w  Y o r k  n ew sp ap er 
carried  a startling story . T h e  author, a go ld  p rosp ector  
in A laska , had traveled inland fro m  C o o k  Inlet, 
there to  d is co v e r  a great m ountain  h igher than any 
he had ev er  seen b e fo r e . T h e  ex p erien ced  m ountain  
m an , W illiam  A . D ick e y , w as con fid en t he had gazed 
u pon  the highest p eak  in N orth  A m erica .

. . .  it compelled our unbounded admiration, D ick e y  
w r o t e ; . . .  never before had we seen anything to 
compare with this mountain.

D ick e y 's  article  w ou ld  set others o n  a cou rse  n orth ­
w ard , n ot fo r  g o ld  but to  co n firm  the rep ort o f  
A m e r ica 's  grand rival to  M ou n t E verest. T h e  m ou n ta in  
h ad  lon g  been  k n ow n  to  A lask an  Indians b y  its nam e, 
D enali, “ the great o n e .”  S o o n  m ost o f  the w orld  
w o u ld  b e  ca llin g  it b y  the nam e D ick e y  gave  it a fter 
he returned fro m  the w ilderness and heard  o f  
W illiam  M c K in le y ’s n om in ation  to  the presid en cy .
It has b een  said, a lthough  som e  ch a llen ged  the state­
m ent. that D ick e y  had been fo r ce d  to  travel w ith  several 
“ free  silver m e n "  and was reacting  to  their peevish  
argum ents w hen  he n am ed  the m ou n ta in  a fter  the 
19th cen tu ry ’s lead in g  a d v oca te  o f  the g o ld  standard.

A  b r ie f  2 0  years later, th rou gh  the exp lo its  o f  
several en ergetic  m en . M o u n t M cK in le y  w ou ld  
capture en ou gh  p u b lic  adm iration  to  b e  established as 
on e  o f  the n ation ’s largest ra tion a l parks. In 1902 
A lfre d  H . B rook s  and D. L. R aeburn  o f  the U .S . 
G e o lo g ica l S u rvey studied the g e o 'o g y  o f  the A lask a  
R ange . M o u n t M cK in le y  was p la ced  on  the m ap.
A n d  B rook s , fo r  w h om  the B rook s R a n g e  in  far 
north  A lask a  w as nam ed, b eca m e  the first w hite  m an 
k n ow n  to  have set fo o t  u p o n  its s lopes . T h e  next year 
D r. F red erick  A . C o o k  con trib u ted  new  geog rap h ic  
k n ow led g e  o f  the area b y  leading a darin g  trip 
com p le te ly  a rou n d  M ou n t M cK in le y .

N o t  lon g  a fterw ards, C harles S h eldon , a n o ted  c o n ­
servationist. arrived on  M c K in le y ’s s lopes  to  study D ali 
sheep  and o th er  w ild life . S h eldon  w as a m em b er 
o f  the B o o n e  and C rock e tt C lu b  o f  N e w  Y o r k , w h ich  
began  as a hunting organ iza tion  and later h ad  b roa d en ed  
its e fforts  to  in clu d e  w ild life  con serv a tion . T h e  w ild er ­
ness w on d ers  d isp layed  w ith in  sight o f  the m ou n ta in  
co n v in ce d  h im  that the area  sh ou ld  b e  protected , 
and Sh eldon  b e ca m e  the prim e figure in efforts  to 
m ak e it a national park.

In 1910  a  party  o f  fo u r  A lask an  sou rd ou g h s  p ion eered  
the N lu ldrow  G la c ie r  rou te  up the m ou n ta in , and tw o, 
W illia m  T a y lo r  and Pete A n d erson , m ad e it to  the top  
o f  the lo w e r  north  p eak  at 5 ,9 3 4  m eters (1 9 ,4 7 0  f e e t ) .  
T h e  south  peak , the true sum m it, w as finally c o n ­
q u ered  in 1913 b y  A rch d e a co n  H u d son  Stuck , W alter 
H arp er. R o b e rt G . T a tu m , and H arry  K arstens, w h o  
later served  as superintendent o f  the park. B oth  team s 
u sed  sled d og s  o n  the first phases o f  their clim bs.

M ea n w h ile  S h e ld on ’s p ro m o tio n  o f  the park  idea  
in the C on gress  h ad  attracted va luable  allies w h o  w anted 
to  p rom ote  travel to  A laska . But it w as the p rov is ion  
ca llin g  fo r  the p ro tect ion  o f  M cK in le y ’ s w ild life  that 
eventually  cleared  the w ay  fo r  passage o f  the b ill.
T h e  act crea ting  M o u n t M cK in le y  N a tion a l P ark  w as 
sign ed  b y  President W ilso n  in F eb ru a ry  1917.

Clouds shroud .McKinley, high above Wonder Lake.

protection zone is prime 
grizzly bear habitat and 
otters excellent opportunities 
to observe and photograph 
bears and other wildlife 
from the road. The zone is 
strictly off limits for hiking. 
Visitors who get out of their 
vehicles to view the animals 
must remain on the road. 
Other protection zones are 
established temporarily as 
the need arises. Check at 
the Visitor Orientation Cen­
ter or â y ranger station to 
learn the locations, and 
please do not enter.

Limits on Fishing. No fish­
ing licenses are required. 
Limits for sach person per 
day: lake trout (2 fish), 
grayling and other fish (10 
fish or 10 pounds and 1 
fish).
Hunting Prohibited. Fire­
arms must be surrendered 
or made inoperative upon 
entering the park. The hunt­
ing ban is strictly enforced.
Controlling Pets. Fets and 
wildlife don't mix. Pets must 
be leashed or under restraint 
at all times. They are not 
permitted with you on trails 
or in the back country.

HELP PROTECT THE 
PARK AND YOURSELF 
To preserve the park and to 
make your visit as safe as 
possible, please tollow these 
regulations:

Hiking Permits. A back- 
country use permit for over­
night camping must be 
obtained and then returned 
w..en the trip is complete. 
Permits are issued at the 
Visitor Orientation Center 
Eielson Visitor Center, and 
at any ranger station during 
the summer season. In 
winter they must be ob­
tained at park headquarters. 
A stove is recommended for 
backpacking; do not bury 
or leave behind any garbage 
or trash. Everything packed 
in must be packed out; litte- 
in the back country destroys 
the wilderness values of the 
park for everyone.

Vehicles at Campsites. 
Only one vehicle is per­
mitted at each registered 
campsite.

.
Safe Driving. The park 
toad was built for scenic 
enjoyment and not for high 
speed. Maximum speed is 
56 kilometers per hour 
(35 mph) and 40 kilometers 
|25 mph) for trucks and 
buses except where lower 
limits are posted. Fast driv­
ing is dangerous to you and 
the wildlife you have come 
to see.
A . ;  . .
Other Vehicles and Boats.
Trail bikes and motorcycles 
must not leave the park 
road. Snowmobiles are per­
mitted only along the 
shoulders of Alaska High­
way 3 through the park. 
Off-read use of snowmobiles 
is prohibited. Motor- 
powered boats are not 
permitted on any park 
waters.

Natural Features. The 
park was established to 
protect a natural system. 
Destroying, defacing, or 
collecting plants, rocks, and 
other features is prohibited 
Feeding, capturing, molest­
ing, or killing any animal Is 
prohibited

Firewood. User only down 
and dead wood. A gasoline 
stove is recommended 
because firewood is scarce.

Wildlife Protection Zones.
The Sable Pass wildlife

WRITING FOR 
INFORMATION
Further information cnS.'j| 
campground reservations, 
the park transportation 
system, and other details 
useful in planning your trip 
can be obtained by writing 
to: Superintendent. Mount 
McKinley National Park,
P.O. Box 9, McKinley Park. 
a K 99755. A National Park 
Service information office is 
located at 334 West Fifth 
Avg.. Suite 250. Anchorage. 
AK 99501.

A price list of maps and 
booklets about park animals, 
plants, geology, and hiking 
may be obtained by writing 
to the Alaska National 
Parks and Monuments 
Association. McKinley Park. 
AK 99755.

We're Joining the Metric 
World
The National Park Service is 
introducing metric measure­
ments in its. publications to 
help Americans become 
acquainted with the metric 
system and to make inter­
pretation more meaningful 
for park visitors from other 
nations.

A healthy moose can stand off a pack o f wolves 
with its powerju l front legs.

ANIMALS: KEEP YOUR » Do not walk toward
DISTANCE bears, moose, or any
Bear, moose, and other wild animals. They think you
animals are unpredictable mean harm,
and potentially dangerous. • Never try to feod any
They are always dangerous wild animal,
when protecting themselves. • Photograph wild ani-
their young, and their mals using a telephoto
territories. Take the follow- lens. Trying to get close
ing precautions: because you don’t have
• Make noise when you enough lens power will
hike. Bears are especially only disturb the animal
dangerous when sur- and endanger yourself,
prised. By announcing • Keep your campsite and
your presence and letting your equipment clean. All
bears know where you are. food should be sealed in
you give them a chance to containers so odors will
retreat. not attract any animals.
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