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A l a s k a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

S o c i e t y

U PPER C O O K  IN L E T  
C H A P T E R
B O X  3 395  

A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  
9 9501

M a r c h  1, 1975

Rep. Terry  Gardiner, C h a i r m a n  
House Judic i a r y  Committee 
P ouch V 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Terry:

The U pper Cook Inlet C h a p t e r  of the A l a s k a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Society  strongly supports H J R  10 - An E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Bill of 
Rights, Constitut ional Amendment. We urge y o u r  committee to 
report fa vorably on the r e s o l u t i o n  and to press for passage 
in b oth houses of the Legislature.

The need and rationale for this a c t i o n  has b e e n  well 
expressed by Dr. Charles K o n i g s b e r g  on several occasions in­
cluding the D in ner for L e g i s l a t o r s  held in J a n u a r y  in A n c h ora ge 
and sponsored by the Upper Coo k Inlet C h a p t e r  and the local and 
state S ierra Club organizations. The U p p e r  C o o k  Inlet Chapter 
r epresents more than 100 A n c h o r a g e  area citizens. All present 
and future genera tions of A l a s k a n s  wil l be the benefi c i a r i e s  if 
f avorable a c t i o n  is taken this year.

Now is certainly the time to add these needed safeguards 
to the A l a s k a  Constii ition - b e f ore serious inroads have b e e n  
made on our near pristine A l a s k a n  air, lands and waters. As y o u  
well kno w our State is poised on the b r i n k  of a mass ive effort to 
extract and develop its oil, gas and m i nera l resources. Alaskans 
must have the ass urance that in the process we will  not be called 
u p o n  to sacrifice our rights to a clean and l iveable environment. 
T h i 3 Envi ronmental Bill of R ights must be consid e r e d  as a n e c e ssary 
compan ion to other l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  be ac ted u p o n  this sessi on 
in order to foster and control wi se land and r e s ource use by the 
oil industry and other extractive industries. It is especia lly 
important that favorable a c t i o n  on H J R  10 precede the large influx
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of p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  the St ate can expect w h i c h  will hring 
i ncreased pressure s to our r u r a l  and u r b a n  environments.

As a Const i t u t i o n a l  amendment, it will serve as an 
ex p r e s s i o n  of our e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and social goals and will 
thus guide our d evelop ment and growth, and our efforts to 
formulate land and w a t e r  use plans w i t h  the fullest respect 
for the people's need for and r i g h t  to the h i gh est q u ality of 
iar, land and water. It w i l l  p r ovide the most effective 
assur a n c e  that the m a x i m u m  p o s s i b l e  p r o t e c t i o n  will be g i v e n  
to A l a s k a ' s  n a t ur al resources, w i l d l i f e , 'scenic b e a u t y  and 
opport u n i t y  for quiet - those q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  have a t t r a c t e d  
a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of us to choose A l a s k a  as our home.

We u r g e  your committee to act f a v o ra bly on H J R  10 and 
to w o r k  for passage in b o t h  h ouses of the legislature. It is 
v i t a l l y  im portant that the State take this a c t i o n  to recognize 
the righ ts of its citizens. W e  are fortunate in A l a s k a  in 
being able to provide a s s u r a n c e  of these rights. E l s e where  
they have a l r e a d y  bee n d enied  b y  the t houghtl ess actions of 
countless numb ers of people and o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

c t : Members  of the House
Ju d i c i a r y  Comm ittee 

Also:

Rep. Sus an S u l l ivan 
Rep. Nels A n d erson 
Rep. Mi ke B r adner 
Rep. B r e n d a  Itta 
Rep. Mike H e r s h b e r g e r  
Rep. James H u n t i n g t o n

S i n c e r e l y  yours

Ia n  W. McLeod, P r e s ident  
U p p e r  C o o k  Inlet Chapter, ACS
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