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H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C ommittee
M a y  5, 1975

HD 402 D i s a b i l i t i e s  of a Minor
Connie Hansen of Fam ily  and Ch i ld ren  Serv ices stated that the 
Department favors the b i l l  as i s .
Susan Gordon and M e l issa  M iddleton of Alaska Youth Advocates 
proposed three amendments: page 2, l i n e  11: i n s e r t  '’only"
between ’'to" and "by ',  page 2, l i n e  5 change " th is  requirement 
of consent" to "the requirement of t h i s  subsection" page 2, 
l i n e  12, add "Except for the s p e c i f i c  statutory  and c o n s t i t u t io n a l  
requirements of vo t ing  and d r ink ing ."

They exp la ined  that emancipation i s  now l e f t  up to the judge 
under common law. Th is  b i l l  would regu la te  an e x i s t i n g  
p r a c t i c e  and would prov ide  a d e f i n i t i o n  of emanc ipat ion .
Don C lo cks in  of Alaska Legal Serv ices stated that i n  (d) a 
guard ian for  a s p e c i f i c  purpose should not be ab le  to consent 
to emancipation w ithout the consent of the parents.
The requirement that the person must be s e l f  support ing ra is es  
the quest ion  of how a person could become trapped —  cou ldn ' t  
get we lfare  because he was a minor, and cou ldn ' t  be emancipated 
because he i s  not s e l f  support ing . Mr. C locks in  ob jected  to 
the requirement that the person be p resen t ly  s e l f  supporting,, 
and suggested that i t  would be s u f f i c i e n t  i f  ' e was capable of 
s e l f  support and ab le  to manage h is  own f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s .
Mr. Specking stated that t h is  would remove the whole thrust  
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Mr. C locks in  favored d e le t io n  of (e) 
mandatory guard ian ad l i t e m  and suggested that a perm iss ive  
guard ian ad l i t e m  or an attorney be appointed by the court .
S ince there were seve ra l  suggested amendments, the committee 
requested that a CS be drawn up for t h e i r  further  cons idera t ion .
HE 432 C h i ld  Protect ion
Susan S u l l i v a n ,  sponsor of the b i l l ,  stated that i t  was requ ired  
to get s tate  s ta tu tes  i n  compliance w ith  federa l  law in  order 
to be e l i g i b l e  for fund ing .  There i s  a companion b i l l  making 
a $100,000 appropr ia t ion  to prov ide c h i l d  counse l ing ,  e t c .
( l i n e s  20 - 2 3 ).
The committee quest ioned the mandatory requirement i n  l i n e  27, 
page 1. Mrs. Hansen stated that she would l i k e  to prepare a 
p o s i t io n  paper. Mr. Drown stated that he wculd l i k e  to change 
the pena lty  p ro v is io n .  The committee determined to ho ld  the 
b i l l  one day for fu r the r  work.
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The meet ing was c a l l e d  to order-at 4 p.m. by Chairman Gard iner .
A l l  members were present .
SB 350 Mar i juana

The• amendments proposed by-the AG i n  response to Commissioner .'-V 
Burton's .  o b je c t io n s ^C ^sea r ch , : ' co n f is ca te ,  id)  were adopted. ■
The "ttorney G ene ra l is ta tea  tha t  under the b i l l  i t  would be 
more.,J ^ f i c u l t  to . i n i t i a t e  a case, ,  but ea s ie r  to prove one.
Mr>c:E£U'--'-moved J u d i c i a r y  CS SS-SB 350 am out of. committee. 
There-;being no o b je c t io n ,  i t  was so ordered.

.'i’vlt..- <■'. J&r.i- ■■ ■ •’
HB 4 3 2 C h i l d  P ro tec t ion  ‘

. V • - .••■.’/.Vi-- . .. .. -•
Mr. Brown moved that Sect ion  2 (e) be d e le te d .  The amendment 
passed. • . . jp-

Mr. Brown moved1 on page 2, l i n e s  7 and 8: add imprisonment for  • 
not more than one year or . . .-$5*000, or by both . The amendment 
passed. . .
Page 2, l i n e  6: add w i l l f u l l y .  The amendment passed..

Federa l  s ta tu tes  req u ir e  mandatory compl iance. The d e f i n i t i o n  
i n  the b i l l  i s  p a r a l l e l  to the fede ra l  d e f i n i t i o n .
CS HB 432 (Jud ic ia ry )  was moved out of committee.

HB 402 D i s a b i l i t i e s  of a minor
Mr. Parr ra is ed  the quest ion  of s p e c i f i c  exemptions for vo t ing  
and d r in k in g .  Mr. Brown moved on l i n e  29 language to the 
e f f e c t  th a t :  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  age requ irements , except for those
p e r t a in in g  to a l c o h o l .  The amendment passed.

Mr. Brown moved on page 1, l i n e  20: change the parent to a paren t .  
The amendment passed.
Mr. Brown moved on page 1, l i n e  21: subsect ion ,  as to that parent  
or guard ian .  The amendment passed.
Mr. Brown moved on page 2, l i n e  1: in c luded  but not l im i t e d  to .
The amendment passed.
J u d i c ia r y  CS HB 402 was passed out of committee.

SB 132 Nursing Ilome adm in is t ra tors

Research showed that a board was necessary i n  order to get 
fed e ra l  fund ing .  The committee recommended a l e t t e r  of in t e n t  
to the e f f e c t  that i t  i s  the d e s i r e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to see 
a uniform ac t  —  which would e l im in a t e  the need for a bunch of 
boards .
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Page 1, d e l e t e  :(b) a f t e r  consu lt
l i n e  .14:: 1 adm in is t ra to r ,  2 p u b l i c  r ep resen ta t iv e s  •
l i n e s  19- 21 governor, d e le te  re s t
page 2, l i n e  1 d e le te  "at least"
page .2 ; ! l in e ,  r fe-de le te  (5) and renumber
pagers7' i l ine  -4 'add-not a p p l i c a b le  to Pioneers Homes
page:i3 d e l e t e  100;-and renumber, d e le t e  " q u a l i f i e d "
page^ .2 .^ l ine  5 d e le t e  are of good cha ra c te r ,  w ith
p a g e d e l e t e  (2^ .- invest igat ion

The-above amendments were adopted and J u d i c i a r y  CS SB 132 
was moved out of committee.

' - \>*V - . . . . .  - * • *. *
SB 60 A rb i t ra ry  D is c r im in a t io n

The amendments suggested by Mr. Bowman and Mr. Thomas were 
adopted and t h e ' b i l l  reported out of committee as a CS.
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Representat ive Terry Gardiner 
Chairman, House J ud ic ia ry  Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Terry,
Enclosed p lease f ind  our recommended amendments to HB 402. 

I t  i s  important that these be in c luded  i n  the b i l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
the t h i r d  one, because otherwise one could in t e rp re t  " cons t i tu ­
t i o n a l  and statutory  age requirements" to in c lu d e  a l l  those d i s ­
a b i l i t i e s  of m inor ity  that the b i l l  wishes to remove —  for i n ­
stance, a b i l i t y  to s ign a contract .

Please pass t h i s  pos i t io n  paper on bo the other members of 
your committee.

Thank you very much.
Best wishes,

Me l issa  Middleton  
Co-director
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POSITION PAPER ON HB 402

Alaska Youth Advocates, I n c .  encourages amending HB *102, 
"An Act r e l a t i n g  to removal of d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a minor," as 

fo l lo w s :

1. Page 2, l i n e l l ( S e c t i o n  1, subsect ion d): To c l a r i f y  

that only the guardian need consent, not the parents who have 

been depr ived of custody, in s e r t  the word "only" between the 

word "to" and the word "by".
2. Page 2, l i n e  5 (Section 1, subsect ion d): For c l a r i t y ,

change the phrase " th is  requirement of consent" to "the r e q u ir e ­
ment of t h i s  subsec t io n . "

3. Page 2, l i n e  12 (Section 1, subsect ion g ) : To c l a r i f y
the except ions of t h i s  a c t ,  change t h i s  subsect ion to read: "Ex­
cept for the s p e c i f i c  s tatutory and c o n s t i t u t io n a l  requroments of 
vo t ing  and d r in k in g , a minor whose d i s a b i l i t i e s  are removed for 

genera l purposes has the power and capac ity  of an adu l t ,  i n c l u d in g  

the r ig h t  to cohtro l  h im se l f  or h e r s e l f ,  the r ig h t  to be domi­
c i l e d  where he or she d es ir e s ,  the r ig h t  to re ce ive  and contro l  
h is  or her earn ings, to sue or be sued, and the capac ity  to con­

t ra c t  ."



con ' t

Alaska has no statutory  p rov is ions  for e i t h e r  complete or 
p a r t i a l  removal of the d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a minor. Common law pre ­
v a i l s .  Emancipation, both general and l im i t e d ,  have been p e t i ­
t ioned for and granted i n  Alaska. However, no g u id e l in e s  e x i s t ,  
no one knows what the removal of d i s a b i l i t i e s  of m ino r i ty  means 

i n  Alaska. I t  i s  l e f t  so le ly  to the co u r t ’ s d is c r e t io n ,  on a case 

by case bas is ,  to determine the requrements for, procedures of, 
and e f fe c t  of such removal. Th is  leaves not only the courts,  po­
l i c e ,  and community, but the young people w ith  a l e g a l  s i t u a t io n  

which i s  b a s i c a l l y  undef ined, and often times misunderstood.
V/e have seen r e l a t i v e l y  few young people that are mature 

and s tab le  enough to l i v e  complete ly  on t h e i r  own. Putt ing  in to  

statute  form what i s  now common law w i l l  not open the f loodgate —  

the requirements are s t r ingen t  i n  HD 402, only those youth who 

r e a l l y  are capable of l i v i n g  on t h e i r  own w i l l  even p e t i t i o n  the 

court .  However, the quest ion of how underage people become eman­
c ipated  and what emancipation means i s  d e f i n i t e l y  one of the most 
asked by both young people and adu l t s .  I t  i s  a confus ing area of 
j u v e n i l e  law that should become c le a r e r .

The Act w i l l  regu late  and standard ize the common law p ra c t i c e  

of removing the d i s a b i l i t i e s  of m ino r i ty .  Alaska Youth Advocates, 
I n c .  supports the passage of HB 402.
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303 "K " STREET

ARTH UR H. SNOWDEN II  ANCHORAGE. ALASKA

ADMINISTRATIVE D I R E C T O R  99501

A p r i l  18, 1975

Representat ive C lark Gruening 
Pouch V - State Cap ito l  
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Representat ive Gruening: I
I  am w r i t i n g  you w ith  regard to HB 402 which was i n t r o ­
duced under your sponsorship . Th is  B i l l  was introduced  
on 4/9/75 but on ly  came to my a t ten t io n  on 4/17/75.
The Adm in is t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of the Courts would l i k e  to see 
some minor changes i n  t h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  so as to lessen  
i t s  unnecessary f i s c a l  impact on the Jud ic ia ry .  S p e c i f i ­
c a l l y ,  we would l i k e  to see Section 1(e) of the B i l l  
de le ted .  The reasons for th is  request are conta ined i n  
the enclosed memorandum sent to me by the Staff Counsel 
of the Adm in is t ra t ive  O f f i c e .  I f  you should wish any t e s ­
timony or further  comment from the Adm in is tra t ive  O f f i c e  
on our request, we would c e r t a i n l y  be glad to comply at 
your convenience.
Thank you for your cons idera t ion  i n  t h is  matter.

S incere ly ,

Arthur H. Snowden, I I  
Adm in is t ra t ive  D ire c to r

AllS/bd 
e n d .
c c : Hon. Terry Gardiner

Chairman, House J ud ic ia ry  Committee

Hon. Susan S u l l i v a n
Chairman, House Health, Educa. &

Soc ia l  Serv ices Committee



Memorandum Alaska Court System
TO:: r

Arthur H. Snowden, I I  
A dm in is t ra t ive  D ire c to r

D A T E A p r i l  17, 1975

FR O M : Susan Burke 
Staff  Counsel

s u b j e c t :  House B i l l  402 —  Removal of
d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a minor.

At your request I  have reviewed the above B i l l .  I  have no 
problems w ith  most of the sec t io ns .  In  fa c t ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  to 
prov ide procedures and standards for emancipation of minors i n  
Alaska i s  long overdua. I  f a i l  to see the ne ce ss i ty ,  however, 
for appointment of a guard ian ad l i t e m  for the minor p e t i t i o n in g  
for emancipation, p a r t i c u l a r l y  cast as i t  i s  i n  mandatory terms.
I f  the purpose of the proceeding i s  to demonstrate that  the minor 
should be treated  l e g a l l y  as an adu l t  for most purposes, i t  seems 
anomalous to requ ire  the appointment of a person to represent  
the "best in te res ts"  of the minor. A minor who i s  s e l f  support ing  
and managing h is  own f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  should be ab le  to advance 
h is  own best in t e r e s t s  i n  a court proceeding, e i t h e r  alone or 
represented by p r iv a t e  counse l of h is  cho ice .  In  fa c t ,  i f  a 
guardian ad l i t e m  i s  necessary i t  would seem to fo l low  that the 
minor i s  not ready to be treated l e g a l l y  as an adu l t .

Further, th is  i s  a proceeding i n s t i t u t e d  at the behest of 
the c h i l d  u n l ik e  proceedings under the C h i ld re n 's  Pules and 
d ivorce  act ions  i n  which the c h i l d ' s  in t e re s t s  may be qverlooked 
or inadequate ly  represented because of h is  i n a b i l i t y  to understand 
the nature of the proceed ings. While  removal of m ino r i ty  d i s a b i l i ­
t i e s  may ease the a b i l i t y  w ith  which an emancipated minor may handle  
h is  a f f a i r s ,  i n  most ins tances  i t  i s  hard ly  a matter of emergency 
or d i r e  consequences. I  would expect a lso  that the la rges t  pro­
port ion  of these p e t i t i o n s  w i l l  be uncontested ( i . e . , consented 
to by the parents) and the presence of a guardian ad l i t e m  w i l l  
be superf luous.

At the very l e a s t  the B i l l  should make appointment of 
guardian ad l i t e m  d is c r e t io n a ry  w ith  the court .  Preferab ly  
sect ion  (e) should be de le ted  a l toge the r ,  as I  b e l i e v e  appo in t ­
ment of a guardian ad l i t e m  in  these proceedings i s  unnecessary 
i n  l i g h t  of the fac t  tha t  a minor must be at l e a s t  16 and must 
be l i v i n g  alone, se lf-support ing ,  and managing h is  own f i n a n c i a l  
a f f a i r s  as a p r e r e q u is i t e  to i n s t i t u t i n g  the proceeding.

F i n a l l y ,  as a matter of p lead ing  p ra c t i c e ,  i f  the minor 
must meet the above requirements before being e l i g i b l e  to 
p e t i t i o n  the court ,  these matters should be pleaded i n  the 
p e t i t io n  and proved at a hear ing .



FISCAL NOTE 
F i r s t  Session - N i n t h  L eg is la tu r e

REQUEST
B i l l  N<J. House B i l l  402
Title: Removal Disabilities of a minor
Requested by: pn r q i rnf Date:
Re tu rn  Date R eques ted :____________________
Agency : h &s s . D iv .  Famn v&chn  drpn Program:

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Budget Request U n it ( s )  A ffec ted :_______
A. EXPENDITURES: (Thousands o f  d o l l a r s )

OBJECT FI.75_ FY 76 FY 77 FY 78 |_ FY 79 FY 80
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0
200 TRAVEL 0
300 CONTRACTUAL e
400 COMMODITIES 0
500 EQUIPMENT ...O'
6 00 LAND & STRUCTURES u i •
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC. u

TOTAL 0

B. FUNDING: (Thousands o f  d o l l a r s )

GENERAL FUND 0
FEDERAL FUNDS n
OTHER 0

c.  p o s i t i o n s :

PERMANENT/TEMPORARY / o / / -  /  ....... ....... / /
MAN MONTHS (P ./T .) z . . . o / ./  ......... . . / ............. / /

— I I I .  ANALYSIS (See F i s c a l  Note P repara t ion  I n s t r u c t io n s ,  Sect ion  I I I )

I t  i s  usua l  p r a c t i c e  for the p e t i t io n e r  to pay court fees and other r e ­
la te d  cos ts .  In  the case of House B i l l  No 402, the p e t i t i o n e r  i s  a 
minor who i s  s e l f  support ing and managing h is  own f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s .
The Dept, of Hea lth  and Soc ia l  Serv ices would not be r e spons ib le  for 
payment i n  a c t io n s  of t h i s  type.

IV .  ATTACHMENTS

V. DATE: 4-15-75___________  PREPARED BY: /7
Ada Gleason 

A ss is t .  Prog. Admin.
1 D r l t r i n a l :  L e g i s l a t i v e  F inance



Memotandum Alaska Court System
T O :  p

Arthur H. Snowden, I I  
A dm in is t ra t i v e  D ire c to r

D A T E  : A p r i l  17, 1975

F R O M : Susan Burke 
Staff  Counsel

s u b j e c t :  House B i l l  402 —  Removal of
d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a m inor.

At your request I  have reviewed the above B i l l .  I  have no 
problems w ith  most of the sec t io ns .  In  f a c t ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  to 
prov ide  procedures and standards for emanc ipat ion of minors i n  
Alaska i s  long overdue. I  f a i l  to see the n e ce s s i t y ,  however, 
for  appointment of a guardian ad l i t e m  for the minor p e t i t i o n i n g  
for  emanc ipat ion, p a r t i c u l a r l y  cast  as i t  i s  i n  mandatory terms.
I f  the purpose of the proceeding i s  to demonstrate tha t  the minor 
should be trea ted  l e g a l l y  as an adu l t  for most purposes, i t  seems 
anomalous to req u ir e  the appointment of a person to represent  
the "best in te res ts"  of the minor. A minor who i s  s e l f  support ing  
and managing h i s  own f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  should be ab le  to advance 
h i s  own best i n t e r e s t s  i n  a court proceed ing , e i t h e r  a lone or 
represented by p r i v a t e  counse l of h is  c ho ice .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  a 
guard ian  ad l i t e m  i s  necessary i t  would seem to fo l low  that  the  
minor i s  not ready to be treated  l e g a l l y  as an adu l t .

Further ,  t h i s  i s  a proceeding i n s t i t u t e d  at  the behest of 
the c h i l d  u n l ik e  proceedings under the C h i ld r e n 's  Rules and 
d ivo r ce  a c t ions  in  which the c h i l d ' s  i n t e r e s t s  may be overlooked 
or inadequa te ly  represented because of h is  i n a b i l i t y  to un.’erstand  
the nature of the proceed ings .  While removal of m in o r i t y  d i s a b i l i ­
t i e s  may ease the a b i l i t y  w ith  which an emancipated minor may handle 
h i s  a f f a i r s ,  i n  most ins tances  i t  i s  hard ly  a matter of emergency 
or d i r e  consequences. I  would expect a lso  tha t  the la rg e s t  pro­
por t ion  of these p e t i t io n s  w i l l  be uncontested ( i . e . , consented 
to by the parents) and the presence of a guard ian ad l i t e m  w i l l  
be superf luous .

At the very l e a s t  the B i l l  should make appointment of 
guard ian ad l i t e m  d is c r e t io n a ry  w ith  the court .  P referab ly  
se c t io n  (e) should be de le ted  a l toge ther ,  as I  b e l i e v e  appo in t ­
ment of a guard ian ad l i t e m  i n  these proceedings i s  unnecessary 
i n  l i g h t  of the fa c t  that  a minor must be a t  l e a s t  16 and must 
be l i v i n g  a lone, se lf-support ing ,  and managing h i s  own f i n a n c i a l  
a f f a i r s  as a p r e r e q u is i t e  to i n s t i t u t i n g  the proceed ing .

F i n a l l y ,  as a matter of p lead ing  p r a c t i c e ,  i f  the minor 
must meet the above requirements before be ing  e l i g i b l e  to 
p e t i t i o n  the court ,  these matters should be p leaded i n  the 
p e t i t i o n  and proved at a hear ing .
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A p r i l  18, 1975

Representat ive  Helen  D. Beirne  
Pouch V - State C ap i to l  
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Representat ive  Beirne:

I  am w r i t i n g  you w i th  regard to HB 402 which was i n t r o ­
duced under your sponsorship. Th is  B i l l  was introduced  
on 4/9/75 but on ly  came to my a t te n t io n  on 4/17/75.

The A dm in is t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of the Courts would l i k e  to see 
some minor changes i n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  so as to lessen  
i t s  unnecessary f i s c a l  impact on the J u d i c ia r y .  S p e c i f i ­
c a l l y ,  we would l i k e  to see Sect ion 1(e) of the B i l l  
de le ted .  The reasons for t h is  request are conta ined  i n  
the enc losed memorandum sent to me by Staff Counsel of 
the A dm in is t ra t ive  O f f i c e .  I f  you should wish any t e s t i ­
mony or fu r the r  comment from the A dm in is t ra t ive  O f f i c e  
on our request, we would c e r t a in l y  be g lad to comply at 
your conven ience .
Thank you for your cons idera t ion  i n  t h i s  matter.

S in ce re ly ,

AHS/bd 
e n d .

Arxlvir H . Snowden, I I  
A dm in is t ra t ive  D ire c to r

cc :  Hon. Terry Gard iner
Chairman, House J ud ic ia ry  Committee

Hon. Susan S u l l i v a n
Chairman, House Health , Edu. & Soc ia l

Serv ices Committee
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Alaska Youth Advocates, I n c .  encourages amending HD 402,
"An Act r e l a t i n g  to removal of d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a minor," as 

fo l lo w s :

1. Page 2, l i n e l l ( 3 e c t i o n  1, subsect ion d ) : To c l a r i f y
that only the guardian need consent, not the parents who have
been depr ived of custody, in s e r t  the word "only" between the

word "to" and the word "by".
2. Page 2, l i n e  5 (Section 1, subsect ion d ) : For c l a r i t y ,

change the phrase " th is  requirement of consent" to "the r e q u i r e ­
ment of t h i s  subsec t io n . "

3. Page 2, l i n e  12 (Section 1, subsect ion g ) : To c l a r i f y
the except ions of t h i s  a c t ,  change t h i s  subsect ion to read: "Ex­
cept for the s p e c i f i c  statutory and c o n s t i t u t io n a l  requrements of 
vot ing  and d r in k in g , a minor whose d i s a b i l i t i e s  are removed for 

general purposes has the power and capac ity  of an a d u l t ,  I n c lu d in g  

the r ig h t  to cohtro l  h im se l f  or h e r s e l f ,  the r ig h t  to be domi­
c i l e d  where he or she d es ires ,  the r ig h t  to re ce ive  and contro l  
h is  or her earn ings ,  to sue or be sued, and the capac ity  to con­

t ra c t  ."



con ' t

Alaska has no statutory  prov is ions  for e i t h e r  complete or 
p a r t i a l  removal of the d i s a b i l i t i e s  of a minor. Common law pre ­
v a i l s .  Emancipation, both general and l im i t e d ,  have been p e t i ­
t ioned  for and granted i n  Alaska. However, no g u id e l in e s  e x i s t ,  
no one knows what the removal of d i s a b i l i t i e s  of m ino r ity  means 

i n  Alaska. I t  i s  l e f t  s o le ly  to the co u r t ’ s d i s c r e t io n ,  on a case 

by case bas is ,  to determine the requrements for ,  procedures of, 
and e f f e c t  of such removal. Th is  leaves not only the courts ,  po­
l i c e ,  and community, but the young people w ith  a l e g a l  s i t u a t io n  

which i s  b a s i c a l l y  undef ined , and often times misunderstood.
V/e have seen r e l a t i v e l y  few young people that are mature 

and s tab le  enough to l i v e  complete ly on t h e i r  own. Putt ing  in to  

statute  form what i s  now common law w i l l  not open the f loodgate —  

the requirements are s t r ingen t  in  JIB *102, only those youth who 

r e a l l y  are capable of l i v i n g  on t h e i r  own w i l l  even p e t i t i o n  the 

court .  However, the quest ion of how underage people become eman­
c ipated  and what emancipation means i s  d e f i n i t e l y  one of the most 
asked by both young people and adu l ts .  I t  i s  a confus ing area of 
j u v e n i l e  law that should become c le a r e r .

The Act w i l l  regu la te  and standard ize the common law p ra c t i c e  

of removing the d i s a b i l i t i e s  of m ino r i ty .  Alaska Youth Advocates, 
I n c .  supports the passage of HB *102.
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