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PROPOSED JUDICIARY

HB 38~

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
ASection 1. AS 22.05.100 is amended to read:
Sec. 22.05*100 APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each supreme court
justice is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska
Election Code (AS 15-05 - 15.60). The judicial council shall conduct an

evaluation of each Justice before his retention election and shall provide

to the public information about that justice and may provide a recommendatioi

regarding his retention or rejection. Such information and any
recommendation shall be made public at least 30 days before the
retention election. The judicial council shall also provide such
information and any recommendation to the office of the lieutenant
governor in time for publication in the election pamphlet pursuant to
AS 15.57.025. If a majority of those voting on the question rejects
his candidacy, he shall not be appointed to Tfill any vacancy in the
supreme or superior courts of the state for a period of four years
thereafter.

* Sec. 2. AS 22.10.150 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.150. APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each superior court Judge
is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska Election
Code (AS 15-05 - 15.60). The Judicial council shall conduct an evaluation
of each Judge before his retention election and shall provide to the
public information about the judge and may provide a recommendation
regarding h13 retention or rejection. Such information and any
recommendation shall be made public at least 30 days before the election.
The Judicial council shall also provide such information and any
recommendation to the office of the lieutenant governor in time

for publication in the election pamphlet pursuant to AS 15.57.025.
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* Sec. AS 15.57*010 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.57.010. Contents of Pamphlet. The lieutenant governor
shall mail to all voters of the state before each state general
election a candidate pamphlet containing photographs and campaign
statements of eligible nominees who desire to participate in the
pamphlet, and information and any recommendations regarding the
retention of judicial officers supplied by the judicial council.

The pamphlet shall alsocontain, ror eachballot proposition,

(1) a neutral summary of the proposition prepared by che Legislative
Affairs Agency, and (2) a statement by persons or organizations
supporting the proposition, and (3) a statement by persons or organi —

zations opposing the proposition.

* Sec. D. AS 15.57 is amended by adding a new section to read:
13 Information and recommendations on _judicial officers.
Sec. 15.57.025./ No later than 60 days before the applicable

state election, the Judicial Council shall file with the lieutenant

15
governor a statement including J.nformation af>out e~ch Supreme

b Court Justice, Superior Court Judge, and District Court Judge who
17
will be subject to a retention election, following the evaluation
18
N of each such jJustice orJudge conducted by the Judicial council
2 according to law. Eachsuch statement may not exceed 300 words.
yl
" * Sec. 0. AS 15.57.030 is amended to read:
’ Sec. 15.57.030. Publication. The statements and photographs
vt of nominees and of Judicial officers subject to retention elections,
’e as well as statements and recommendations of the Judicial council,
’6 as set out in 8 8 10, 20 and 25 of this chapter, shall be published
. by the lieutenant governor as a candidate pamphlet.
" * Sec. 7. AS 15-57.070 (a) is amended by adding a new subparagraph
to read:
29

(5) no charge for statements and recommendations submitted

by the Judicial council concerning Judicial retention elections.
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| IT a majority of those voting on the question rejects his candidacy,
2 he shall not for a period of four years thereafter be appointed to
3 fill any vacancy 1in the supreme or superior courts of the state.

4 * Sec. 3. AS 22.15 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 22.15.195. APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each district court

6 judge 1is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska

8 an evaluation of each Judge before his retention election and shall

provide to the public both information about the judge and may

Election Code (AS 15.05 - 15.60). The judicial council shall conduct

COPY

D provide a recommendation regarding his retention or rejection. Such
n . . . .
information and the recommendation shall be made public at least 30
L days before the election. The judicial council shall also provide such
" information and any recommendation to the office of the lieutenant
b governor in time for publication in the election pamphlet pursuant
® to AS 15.57.025. If a majority of those voting on the question
b rejects his candidacy, ho shall not for a period of four years
y thereafter be appointed to fill any vacancy in the supreme, superior
m or district courts of the state.
19
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AMENDMENT

TO:  HOUSE BILL NO. 384 BY

Page 1, line 13 After "and" delete "mar" and insert "shall"

Page 1, line 14 After "public" delete "both" and after "and" insert
"may provide"

Page 1, line 15 Delete "if the information and the" and insert . Such
information and any"

Page 1J line 16: Before "made" delete "are™ and insert "shall be"

Page 1, line 17. After the period insert: "The .judicial council shall also
provide such information and any recommendation tn the
office of the lieutenant governor in time for publication
in the election pamphlet under AS 15.57.025."

Page 1. line 23: After Zcouncil” delete "nay" and Insert "shall"

Page 1 line 24 After "and" delete "may" and insert "shall"

Page 1, line 25 After "public" delete "both™ and after "and" Insert "may
provide"

Page 1, line 26: Delete "if the Information and the" and insert ™. Such
information and any"

Page 1, line 27. Delete "are" and Insert "shall be" and after the period
insert: "The judicial council shall also provide such
Information and any recommendation to the office of the
lieutenant governor in time for publication in the
election pamphlet under AS 15.57.025."

Page 2, line 5  After "council” delete "may" and insert "shall"

Page 2, line 6  After "and" delete "may" and insert "shall"

Page 2, line 7  After "public" delete "both" and after "and" insert
"may provide"

Page 2, line 8 Delete "if the" and insert ", Such"

Page 2, line O  Delete "are" and insert "snail be" and after the period
insert: "The judicial council shall also provide such
information and any recommendation to the office of the
leiutenant governor in time for publication in the
election pamphlet under AS 15.57.025."
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AMENDMENT
HOUSE BILL NO. 384 — continued

Page 2, line 13: insert the following new matter:
" * Sec. 4 AS 15.57.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.57.010. CONTENTS OP PAMPHLET. The lieutenant governor
shall mail to all voters of the state before each state general
election a candidate pamphlet containing photographs and campaign
statements of eligible nominees who desire to participate in the
pamphlet, and information and any recommendations regarding the
retention of judicial officers supplied by the judicial council,

The pamphlet shall also contain, for each ballot proposition,

(1) a neutral summary of the proposition prepared by the Legisla-
tive Affairs Agency, and (2) a statement by persons or organizations
supporting the proposition, and (3) a statement by persons or
oiganizations opposing the proposition.

Sec. 5. AS 1557 Is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 15.57.025. INFORMATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON JUDICIAL
OFFICERS. No later than 60 days before the applicable state
election, the judicial council shall file with the lieutenant
governor a statement including information about each supreme
court justice,'superior court judge, and district court judge who
will be subject to a retention election, following the evaluation
of each such justice or judge conducted by the judicial council
according to law. Each such statement may not exceed 300 words.

Sec. 6. AS 15.57.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.57.030. PUBLICATION. The statements and photographs
of nominees and of judicial officers subject to retention elections,
as well as statements and recommendations of the judicial council,
as set out in secs. 10" [AND] 20 and 25 of this chapter, shall be
published by the lieutenant governor as a candidate pamphlet.

Sec. 7. AS 15.57.040(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read
(5) no charge for statements and recommendations submitted
by the judicial council concerning judicial retention elections."
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Introduced: V7/75
Referred: Judiciary

BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

IN THE HOUSE BY REQUEST

HOUSE BILL NO. 38~
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to evaluations of Judges before

BE

B

retention elections."”

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 22.05.100 1is amended to read:

Sec. 22.05.100. APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each supreme court
justice is subject to approval or rejection a3 provided in the Alaska
Election Code (AS 15.05 - 15.60). The judicial council shall conduct an
evaluation of each justice before hl3 retention election and/toy” provide
to the public both information about that justice and a recommendation
regarding his retention or rejection, if the information and the recom-
mendatlon are made public at least 30 days before the retention elec—
tion® If a majority of those voting on the question rejects his candi—
dacy, he shall not be appointed to fill any vacancy in the supreme or
superior courts of the state for a period of four years thereafter.

Sec. 2. AS 22.10.150 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.150, APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each superior court judge
is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska Election
Code (AS 15.05 - 15.60). The judicial counci onduct an evaluation
of each judge before his retention election a provide to the
public both information about the judge and a recommendation regarding

his retention or rejection, if the information and the recommendation
are made public at least 30 days before the election. If a majority of
those voting on the question rejects his candidacy, he shall not for a

period of four years thereafter be appointed to fill any vacancy 1in the

-1- HB 38~
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PROPOSED JUDICIARY CS

HB 384

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NSection 1. AS 22.05.100 1is amended to read:

Sec. 22.05.100 APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each supreme court
justice is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska
Election Code (AS 15-05 - 15.60). The judicial council shall conduct an
evaluation of each justice before his retention election and shall provide
to the public information about that justice and may provide a recommendatlo
regarding his retention or rejection. Such information and any
recommendation shall be made public at least 30 days before the
retention election. The judicial council shall also provide such
information and any recommendation to the office of the lieutenant
governor 1in time for publication in the election pamphlet pursuant to
AS 15.57.025. If a majority of those voting on the question rejects
his candidacy, he shall not be appointed to fill any vacancy in the
supreme or superior courts of the state for a period of four years
thereafter.

* Sec. 2. AS 22.10.150 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.150. APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each superior court judge
is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska Election
Code (AS 15.05 - 15*60). The judicial council shall conduct an evaluation
of each Judge before his retention election and shall provide to the
public information about the Judge and may provide a recommendation
regarding his retention or rejection. Such information and any
recommendation shall be made public at least 30 days before the election.
The judicial council shall also provide such information and any
recommendation to the office of the lieutenant governor 1in time

for publication in the election pamphlet pursuant to AS 15 .57 .025.



>

14

15

7

18

20

22

24
25

26

27

WORK DRAFT COPY WORK DRAFT COPY WORK DRAFT COPY

If a majority of those voting on the question rejects his candidacy,
he shall not for a period of four years thereafter be appointed to
fill any vacancy in the supreme or superior courts of the state.

* Sec. 3 AS 2215 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 22.15.195. APPROVAL OR REJECTION. Each district court
judge is subject to approval or rejection as provided in the Alaska
Election Code (AS 15-05 - 15.60). The judicial council shall conduct
an evaluation of each judge before his retention election and shall
provide to the public both information about the judge and may
provide a recommendation regarding his retention or rejection. Such
Information and the recommendation shall be made public at least 30
days before the election. The judicial council shall also provide such
information and any recommendation to the office of the lieutenant
governor in time for publication in the election pamphlet pursuant
to AS 15.57.025. If a majority of those voting on the question
rejects his candidacy, he shall not for a period of four years
thereafter be appointed to fill any vacancy in the supreme, superior
or district courts of the state.
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additional sections for HB 31l

* Sec. tj. AS 15.57*010 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.57.010. Contents of Pamphlet. The lieutenant governor
shall mail to all voters of the state before each state general
election a candidate pamphlet containing photographs and campaign
statements of eligible nominees who desire to participate in the
pamphlet, and information and any recommendations regarding the
retention of judicial officers supplied by the Judicial council.
The pamphlet shall alsocontain, for each ballot proposition,

(1) a neutral summary of the proposition prepared by the Legislative
Affairs Agency, and (2) a statement by persons or organizations

supporting the proposition, and (3) a statement by persons or organi-
zations opposing the proposition.

1557 is amended by adding .a new section, to read:
Informa |on rec mmenda jons on Judicial oﬁﬂc r
Sec. 15.57.025. ater than 60 days before the applica
state election, the Jud|C|aI Council shall file with the lieutenant
governor a statement Including Information.atout ef*ch Supreme
Court Justice, Superior Court Judge, and District Court Judge who
will be subject to a retention election, following the evaluation
of each such justice orjudge conducted by thejudicial council

according to law. Eachsuch statement may not exceed 300 words.

* Sec. (8 AS 15.57.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.57.030. Publication. The statements and photographs
of nominees and of judicial officers subject to retention elections,
as well as statements and recommendations of the judicial council,
as set out in § § 10, 20 and 25 of this chapter, shall be published
by the lieutenant governor as a candidate pamphlet.

* Sec. ~f. AS 15.57.0J|0 (a) is amended by adding a new subparagraph
to read:

(5) no charge for statements and recommendations submitted
by the judicial council concerning judicial retention elections-.
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HB 241 Fishing gear

Rep. Malone, sponsor of the bill, testified that this bill
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House Judiciary Committee
April 2, 1975

At 2 p.m, the commrttee met wrth the members of the Judicial

Councrl for exc an% 8 in ormatron an Rgestrons

ouncr 80th te regorts on B chorage
entencrn% Gran ry.and working on re orts on The _
D#sjtrrct ourt System Plea Bargarnrng Bush Justice, Evaluation
of Judges

He council recomr?ended the ;ta Ian]rng
The Rresent time frame in whic Councilmust screen
and hominate app |cants sometrmes oes not Ieave enoug

time to the persan, se ecte] to clegn ? af arri befci
assuming the position, The Counc] wou ike e

to send names to theGovernor earljer so thatthe appointment
could be made by theGovernor earlier.

The Councrl does not have specific statutory authorrtg

to eva uater{ tqes quar |cat|ons and convey this infarmation
recommendation to t blic. ~They feel it is a legitimate

functron of the Councrl and would like specrfrc authorization.

The Council, after public hearings, has recommended the
proposal for seven judicial districts.
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