


'An Act r e l a t i n g  to payments for J u d icial  services by p o l i t i c a l  su bdivisions
and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective d a t e .”

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
2/18/75 F I N A N C E

H O U S E

M r .  S p e a k e r :  D a t e  7

The  C o m m i t t e e  on  J U D I CIARY  h a s  h a d  HB 170

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
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( T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  to o r d e r  at 1:30 p.m. by C h a i r m a n  
G a r d i n e r .  A l l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  except Mr. Brown,
Mr. B r a d l e y  a n d  Mr. Specking.

H B  1 7 0  J u d i c i a l  P a y m e n t s

C l a r k  G r u e n i n g ,  s p o n s o r  o f  the bill stated that the S t a t e  
n o w  p r o v i d e s  m o s t  j u d i c i a l  services but that t h e y  c h a r g e  
b a c k  c i t i e s  f o r  e m p l o y e e  salaries.

A r t  S n o w d e n  t e s t i f i e d  that m i n i c i p a l i t i e s  are s u p p o s e d  to 
r e i m b u r s e  t h e  s t a t e  for j u d i c i a l  s e r vice s p r o v i d e d  b y  the 
s t a t e  b u t  t h i s  not n o w  b e i n g  enforced. The s e l e c t i v e  
e n f o r c e m e n t  (big c ities only) is not fair. The S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  h a s  m a n d a t e d  that t h e  state w i l l  take over p r o v i d i n g  
all j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  that the m i n i c i p a l  e m p l o y e e s  
n o w  p r o v i d i n g  some of the s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e c o m e  state 
em p l o y e e s .  T h e  state is p r e s e n t l y  c h a r g i n g  b a c k  the 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  for s e r v i c e s  b u t  they do not charge 
c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  or individ uals, etc.
If  t h e  state w e r e  f o r c e d  to e n f o r c e  the p r esent s t a t u t e  
it w o u l d  r e s u l t  is loss o f  j u d i c i a l  services in the bush.

J o h n  S p e n d e r  s t a t e d  that t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e s  
is f r e e  to e v e r y o n e  but cities. The fines should be r e i m b u r s e d  
to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  also  since c i t y  p o l i c e  arrest state 
not m e r e l y  c i t y  p e o p l e  w h o  commit crimes.

Mr. F i n k  m o v e d  H B  170 out of c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  objection, it w a s  so 
ordered.

House Judiciary Committee
March 24, 1975
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FISCAL NOTE -  HB 170

H o u s e  Bill 170 r e p e a l s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  that political 
subdivi sions pay the State for judicial services p r o v i d e d  to 
them by the A l a s k a  C o u r t  System. Under the p r o v i s i o n s  of HB 
170, therefore, the A l a s k a  C o u r t  S ystem w o u l d  process m u n i c i­
pal o r d i n a n c e  violations, local traffic tickets and o t h e r  
m u n i c i p a l  crimin al cases at no e x p e n s e  to the politica l s u b­
divisions. Since the C o u r t  S y s t e m  is a l r e a d y  p r o c e s s i n g  these 
cases, no add iti o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w ould be incurred. However, 
the S tate  would  lose the r e v e n u e  that it p r e s e n t l y  is rece iving 
as p a y m e n t  for s e r vices from the political' subdivisions.

T h e  e s t i m a t e d  r e venue  loss for the next five yea rs 
w o u l d  be as follows:

FY 76 FY 77 F Y  78 FY 79 FY 8 0

Revenue L o s s : $440,0 00 $480,000 $530,000 $ 5 8 0 , 0 0 0  $ 6 4 0,000

c.

N o t e  P r e p a r e d  By
P. B a r r i e r  

A laska C o u r t  System

M a r c h  6 ,  1 9 7 5
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John R. Spencer 
City Attorney 
City of Anchorage 
P.O. Box 400 
Anchorage, Ak. 99510

D e a r  Mr. Spencer:

Our m e e t i n g  on H B  170 will last until at least 3 p.m. 
We w ould certainly like to obtain your testimony and 
will hold time open for you.

Sincerely,

-.flM

Terry Oardiner 
Representati ve



')*U& 1M <Zti& K<zt
P o l a r  a i r  c r o s s r o a d s  o', th e  w o r l d POST O F F IC E  BOX 400 

ANCH O RAG E . ALASKA  
99S10

M a r c h  5, 1975

Hon. Terry Gardiner,
Chairman, House J udiciary Committee,
Capitol Building,
JUNEAU, Alaska

Re: House Judiciary C o m m ittee m e e t i n g  -
H.B. 170 M a r c h  24, 1975

Dear Terry:

I u nderstan d that a h e a r i n g  is going to be held 
by the House Judiciary Comm i t t e e  o n  House Bill 170, whic h 
concerns the State absorbing the cost of o p e r ating the 
court system for activities w h i c h  are generated by m u n i­
cipalities.

I further unders tand that this hearing is going to be 
on March 24 at 1:15 P.M. I w o u l d  hope that you could delay 
this a few minutes so that I can t e sti fy at the hearing, 
both for the City of Ancho r a g e  and the Alaska M u n i c i p a l  
League. I will be arriving on the flight from A n c h o r a g e  
which gets into Juneau (barring u n f o r e s e e n  circumstances) 
at 1:15 P.M. that day. It w o u l d  be practically  imposs ible 
for me to get to the hill until a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1:45 P.M. at 
the earliest.

Please advise if this is s a t i sfactory so far as you 
are concerned.

Don Berry, Alaska M u n i c i p a l  League



FISCAL NOTE -  HB 170

H o u s e  B i l l  170 r e p e a l s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  that political  
s u b d i v i s i o n s  pay t h e  S t a t e  for judicial s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  to 
t h e m  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  System. Unde r t h e  p r o v i s i o n ^  of HB 
170, therefore, the A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s tem w o u l d  p r o c e s s  m u n i c i­
pal o r d i n a n c e  violations, l o c a l  t r affic  t i c k e t s  and o t h e r  
m u n i c i p a l  criminal cases at n o  e x p e n s e  to t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s u b­
divisi ons. Since the C o u r t  S y s t e m  is a l r e a d y  p r o c e s s i n g  t hese  
cases, no' a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w o u l d  b e  incurred. However, 
t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  lose the r e v e n u e  that  it p r e s e n t l y  is r e c e i v i n g  
as p a y m e n t  for s e r v i c e s  f r o m  t h e  political’ subdivisions.

T h e  e s t i m a t e d  r e v e n u e  loss for t h e  n e x t  five yea rs 
w o u l d  b e  as follows:

.

F Y  76 FY 77 F Y  78 F Y  79 FY 80 

R e v e n u e  L o s s : $ 4 4 0 , 000 $ 4 8 0 , 0 0 0  $530 ,000 ' $ 5 8 0 , 0 0 0  $640,0 00

N o t e  P r e p a r e d  By:
R i c h a r d  P. B a r r i e r  
A l a s k a  C o u r t  Sy stem

M a r c h  6 ,  1975
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