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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

H O U S E

M r . S p e a k e r :  D a t e

Th e  C o m m i t t e e  o n ________________________________________________ h a s  h a d  __________________________________________________

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS

( ) r e c o m m e n  i s  i t  DO NOT PASS

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS W I TH  ATTACHED AMENDMENT ( S )

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  BE REPLACED W I TH  CS FOR _______________________________  AND THAT

CS F O R ___________________________________________DO PASS

( ) " a n d "  r e c o m m e n d s  i t  BE REFERRED TO THE _____________________________________________________

COMM I TTEE

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  WI THOUT RECOMMENDATI ON 

( ) " o t h e r "

M e m b e r s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j  o r i  t y r e p o r t :

M e m b e r s  NOT c o n c u r r i n g  i r, t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  :

________________________  e c o m m e n  d s :

_____________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

• • c omm <■ n i l ' ,  ;

___________________________ r e t . o mm e Oil s  :

r  >'  r  onnio n d s :

C h a i r m a n
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S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t u l a  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  

9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  Jay;

I thi n k  the l e t t e r  1 w r o t e  to the O u t p a t i e n t s  P h a r m a c y  d a t e d  
F e b r u a r y  10, 1 9 7 5 ,  s t a t e s  t h e  c r u x  of my p r o b l e m  w i t h  the V.A. T h a t  
Is, t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  I r a i s e d  p r e v i o u s l y  a b o u t  o r d e r i n g  f r o m  S e a t t l e .
As s t a t e d  in that l e t t e r ,  ray f e a r s  and d o u b t s  b e c a m e  a r e a l i t y .  T h i s  
Is b o r n  out by t h e  e n c l o s e d  l a b  g r a p h s  w h i c h  s h o w  the r e s u l t s  of my 
b l o n d  w o r k .  The o t h e r  c o ' i e s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o n t a i n ,  in c h r o n o l o g i c a l  
o r d e r ,  the p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r s  of my f e e l i n g s  on Lire p r a c t i c e  of o r d e r i n g  
this p e r i s h a b l e  m e d i c a t i o n  by m a i l ,  and,utlie r e p l i e s  I r e c e i v e d .

All I'm a s k i n g  (or h a v e  ever' a s k e d  t h e  V.A. for) is that I be 
a l l o w e d  to gut t h e  i n s u l i n  f r o m  B e r t ' s  h e r e  In P a l m e r .

P l e a s e  n o t e  the a r e a ' s  I h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  in red, w h i c h  s u p p o r t  
the tilings I h a v e  so s t a t e d  to the O u t p a t i e n t s  P h a r m a c y  In my l e t t e r  
of F e b r u a r y  10, 1975. I'm p l e a d i n g  for y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h i s  m a t t e r
as it c o u l d  e a s i l y  le a d  to m o r e  s e v e r e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  of my d i s a b i l i t y .  
I'm a l s o  s e n d i n g  an i d e n t i c a l  p a c k e t  to S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  as w e l l  as 
the V.A. o f f i c e  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. and the V A R O  c l i n i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  
Dr. W h a l e n  in J u n e a u .

In r e g a r d s  to t h e  m e s s a g e  r e l a y e d  b a c k  to me f r o m  J u n e a u ;  the 
O u t p a t i e n t s  P h a r m a c y  a d m i t t e d  t h e y  w e r e  in e r r o r  in the w a y  my s h i p­
ment w a s  h a n d l e d .

S i n c e r e l y  ,

Dun B r a s e

P. S.
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O U T P A T I E N T S  P H A R M A C Y  
R o o m  5 2 1  S m i t h  T o w e r  
2 n d  Ave. & Y e a l e r  W a y  
S e a t t l e ,  W a s h .  9 8 1 0 4

B o x  342
P a l m e  r , A l a s k a  

9 9 6 4 5

Feb. 10, 1975

G e n t l e m e n  :

E n c l o s e d  is my r e f i l l  o r d e r  for d i a b e t i c  s u p p l i e s .  It la my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that y o u  w e r e  c o n t a c t e d  by Dr. W h a l e n ' s  o f f i c e  in 
J u n e a u  last T h u r s d a y ,  Feb. 6, 1 9 7 5 ,  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p e r  h a n d l i n g
and s h i p p i n g  p r o c e e d u r e s  in t h e  f u t u r e  of my i n s u l i n .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to p o int o u t  a few t h i n g s  to y o u  r e g a r d i n g  the 
b a t c h  I r e c e i v e d  f r o m  y o u r  p h a r m a c y ,  on the last o r d e r .  P e r h a p s  
I s h o u l d  b e g i n  w i t h  the t i m e  I n o t i c e d  my v i s i o n  b e g i n n i n g  to b l u r  

s o m e w h a t ,  a n d  at w h i c h  time I h a d  an e x a m .  B e f o r e  the Dr. a s k e d  me 
m o r e  t h a n  a c o u p l e  of q u e s t i o n s ,  he b e c a m e  a w a r e  of the fact I h a d  
d i a b e t e s  and r e q u e s t e d  a b l o o d  s u g a r  te s t  be d o ne. T h e  r e s u l t s  s h o w e d

the g l u c o s e  l e v e l  at 385mp.X. I i m m e d i a t e l y  i n c r e a s e d  my i n s u l i n  I n t a k e
2 u n i t s  and fell b a c k  to an 8 0 0  c a l o r i e (or less) p e r  J ay diet. A h a ut
1 w e e k  l a t e r ,  I h a d  a f a s t i n g  b l o o d s u g a  r d r a w n  w i t h  a re still of jjflOmgX
T h a t  s a m e  day, n 2 hr. PC w a s  d o n e  a iter m y~n  CTO n- TMTa c k w i t h  a re t.ul t
of 5 6 0 m g F<J 1 ! ! My u r i n e  was s h o w i n g  + 3 - - + 4 t h r o u g h o u t  t It 1t; p e r i o d .  11
s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that I f o l l o w e d  tills d i e t  r e l i g i o u s l y , a Ion g w i t h  t lie
I n c r e a s e  in i n s u l i n ,  for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 - 1 0  days. Upo n a d v i c e  of my
D o c t o r ,  t p u r c h a s e d  a b o t t l e  o f  Ln s u 1 in l o c a l l y ,  t a k i n g the n a m e  a m o u n t
a n d  i n c r e a s e d  my diet to 2 0 0 0 +  c a l o r i e s p e r  day. A f t e r 3 or 4 d a y s , my
u r i n e s  s t a r t e d  r u n n i n g  n e g a t i v e  and my v 1 s Ion has s I n c <• c 1 e a red als o T —J

I t h i n k  it w o u l d  be a d a m n e d  s a f e  a s s u m p t i o n  to m a k e ,  that the 
I n s u l i n  I w a s  u s i n g  w a s  spoile.u! T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  th a t  
e n t e r  my m i n d  r e g a r d i n g  thi s .  No. 1, the b o x  It was s h i p p e d  in c o n t a i n e d  
n e i t h e r  i n s u l a t i o n  n o r  was it m a r k e d  in any w a y  o t h e r  t h a n  an a d d r e s s  
l a b e l .  No. 2, It wan no go o d  p r i o r  to s h i p p i n g .  N o . 3, it in v e r y  c o n -
c i c v a b l e  that at 3 5 , 0 0 0  lcot in a Jet a i r p l a n e  it's rig lit c h i l l y  in a 
m a i l  r o m p a r t m e n t - - 1 ike m a y b e  - 5 0  or 60. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  b e i n g  u n i n s u l a t e d ,  
if it l u y e d  a r o u n d  in u p o s t  o f f i c e  for s e v e r a l  d n y s ,  it w o u l d  b e c o m e  
u n d u l y  w a r m ,  n e i t h e r  c o n d i t i o n  b e i n g  c o n d u c i v e  to the p r o p e r  c a r e  of 
s u c h  a p r o d u c t .  (At leant t h a t ' s  w h a t  It s a y s  on the b o t t l e  I)

N o w ,  the m e s s a g e  that w a s  r e l a y e d  b a c k  to me f r o m  J u n e a u ,  w a s  that 

I c o u l d  be a s s u r e d  that in the f u t u r e ,  the tie s u p p l i e s  w o u l d  be h a n d l e d
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in the p r o p e r  m a n n e r .  For Che b e n e f i t  of a l l  c o n c e r n e d ,  I c e r t a i n l y  
h o p e  so! , as t h i s  is in a c t u a l i t y ,  my " 1 i f e 's - b l o o d ", a n d  it is no 
e n j o y a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  to d e p e n d  on a m e d i c a t i o n  o n l y  to d i s c o v e r  t h a t  
a p e r s o n  c o u l d  as w e l l  h a v e  t a k e n  a s h o t  of w a t e r .  I h a v e  a c o p y  of 
all c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s i n c e  I w a s  o r d e r e d  la s t  S p r i n g  to e i t h e r  o r d e r  
f r o m  y o u r  f i r m  or 1 c o u l d  be m a d e  to p a y  for t h i s  m e d i c a t i o n .  At t h a t  
t i m e ,  I q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  o b j e c t e d  to h a v i n g  to o r d e r  f r o m  S e a t t l e ,  of 
all p l a c e s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  the m a i l .  M‘ o b j e c t i o n s  w e r e  b a s e d  u p o n  t h o s e  
d o u b t s  o f  s u c h  a p r a c t i c e  and w h i c h  ave n o w  b e e n  a r e a l i t y .

I am  s u b m i t t i n g  f o r t h w i t h ,  c o p i e s  of all t h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  
as we 11 as a c o p y  of this l e t t e r  to my S t a t e  and N a t i o n a l  S e n a t o r s  
and o t h e r s  as l i s t e d  b e l o w .  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  r e p l y  a n d  or 
e x p l a n a t i o n  y o u  are ab l e  to s e n d  me in r e g a r d s  to t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .

T r u l y  you rs ,

D a n n y  L 1. D r a s e
cc; S e n a t o r  K e r t u l a  

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  
Dr. W h a l e n ,  J u n e a u  
V.A. W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C
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BRASEf Danny L* 

9/5/74

PHARMACY SERVICE 
• • VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

Outpatient Clinic 
Smith Tower, Second and Yesler 

S e a t t le ,  Washington 98104
f ''•* - «

Dear Veteran:
« • 
PLEASE NOTE THE CIRCLED INFORMATION BELOW REGARDING PRESCRIPTION
NUMBER ________________ FOR NPH U-80 Insu lin______________ .

1 . All r e f i l l s  have been exhausted.

2 . No r e f i l l s  have been authorized by your doctor.

3. This i s  the l a s t  authorized r e f i l l  of your p resc rip tion .

4 . Please contact your doctor for  now prescrip tion .

5. Your p rescrip tion  i s  over six  months old and may not be r e f i l le d .
6. Narcotic p rescrip tions may not be r e f i l l e d .

7. Your request was submitted too earl •. Please mail r e f i l l  request ten days
before your present supply of medic, tion i s  exhausted.

8. This i s  your narcotic medication, .our other medication(a) w ill follow by 
regular mail.

9 . We do not have a current r e f i l l a b le  p rescrip tion  in  your f i l e  for

10. Your doctor may continue your medication by writing a new prescrip tion fo r
up to a one month supply of medication and authorizing up to five r e f i l l s ,

11. This medication i s  fo r  trea t in g  a non-service connectod condition. I t  
cannot bo f i l l e d  a t  the expense of the government.

12. Please have your doctor use proscrip tion blanks with not more than one
proscription w ritten  on each blank. _ _ _ _ _ _

13. (other) Wo can understand and sympathize with your i r r i t a t i o n  involving the 
red-tape rcquirod to  got a non-prescription item ouch no Insulin* Howovor, 
os with most matters involving the government, the VA i s  required to  follow 
certa in  r e f l a t i o n s ,  which includes tho requirement of a '. .ascrip tion  ror any 
medication, for record-keeping purposes* For your information, however, tho 
supplies needed fo r  diabetic  control, such os syringes, needles, Tcstnpo, etc*
do not rcquiro a doc to r 's  proscription* Just ask for them on tho order form enclosed, when you need them* When you reach tho Inst authorized r e f i l l ,  a nU rkrr w in  bo nttachod, to  remind you to  got a now proscription for the next 
0 month «•



V e t e r a n s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  

p .o . b o x  i z a «  •
June 18, 1974 
363/136B 

C 23 572 631
. i

J u n e a u , A l a s k a  99801

Danny L. Brase 
P. 0. Box 342 
Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Mr. Brase:

Your letter to the Veterans Outpatient Clinic in Seattle has been 

forwarded to us for reply.

We can understand your concern regarding the condition of your insulin 
when it arrives by mail from Seattle. The Pharmacy there has advised 
us that they send insulin by mail regularly, without refrigeration and 
without difficulty. Your medicine will be sent by air and should arrive 
10-14 days after you order it. In case you do have difficulty at any 
it••'II-.'* i/on are Authorized to purchase ah emergency supply of insulin at 

time, you are authorized to purchase a h  eiiiargui'dy 'sif| |iiy ‘i»lv’riilf'.ij"T*;)' j'ir*' 
your local pharmacy as in the past. However, it has been VA policy for 
quite some time to furnish routine medications from the nearest VA 
pharmacy, and indeed it is quite a bit less expensive, as you noted in 
your letter.

If you have any further questions or problems, do not hesitate to contact 
the VA at any time. We will make every effort to provide vou the maximum 
medical care benefits to which you~are entitled, and to this end w e ajso 

maintain close contact with Senators Stevens and Gravel concerning these 
v ery matterst~------------------    ---------- —

Sincerely,

Medical AdiKini strati on Division



V e t e r a n s  A d n i n i s t r a t i o n  

O u t p a t i e n t  C l i n i c  ( 1 1 9 )

R o o m  5 2 1  S m i t h  T o w e r  

2 n d  'itfesler

S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n  9 8 1 0 4  'REF: 3 6 3 / 1 3 6 - B

d  jxlI- ' e m e n :

• I a m  i n  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I m u s t  b u y  ( o r d e r )  m y  

r e g u l a r  m e d i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  y o u  o r  I a m  s u b j e c t  to b e i n g  b i l l e d  f o r  s a m e .

J u n e  9, 1 9 7 4

S e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  c o m e  t o  m i n d  w h e n  I r e c e i v e  s u c h  a n o t i c e ; t h e  firs_t 

be i n g ~ w h y ? ? . . . . w h y m u s t  I p r o c u r e  a n  e a s i l y  p e r i s h a b l e  m e d i c a t i o n  I r o m  

S e a t t l e j f  a T T  p l a c e s  a n d  if I h a v e  no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  to r e c e i v e  it f r o m  

t h e r e  , w h a t  g u a r a n t e e  d o  1 h a v e  t h a t  Tt w i l l  o"e Tn u s e a b T C  C o n d i t i o n  w h c r T  

j " r e c e i v e  It? t)o y o u  s h i p ' T C  t o  u n d e r  rc i r 1 y.e ra t i o n  7 in s p c a T c l n g  w i t h " 

t h e  l o c a l  p h a r m a c y ,  I w a s  a d v i s e d " t h a t  s h i p p i n g  I n s u l i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a  il_ 
Is b e 6 t  a v o i d e d  t o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  l i s t e d  a b o v e s o  m a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  e n l i g h t e n  

m e  o h  F h T s  m a t  t e r .

N e x t ,  i t  s e e m s  s o m e w h a t  p e c u l i a r 1 t h a t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  g o t t e n  t h i s  m e d i c a t i o n  

a n d  s y r i n g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o c a l  p h a r m a c y  f o r  7 y e a r s ,  I a m  n o w  r e q u i r e d  to 

o r d e r  it f r o m  S e a t t l e !  Is t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  m o v e  to c u t ,  d o w n  G o v e r n m e n t  soen d i r .  

N o  s e l f  p i t y  i n t e n d e d ,  b u t ,  it is e n o u g h  or a h a s s l e  to c o n t i n u a l l y  j a b  m y s e l f  

w i t h  a n e e d l e  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  w i t h o u t  r e c e i v i n g  s u c h  n o t i c e s  a s  y o u r  

l e t t e r  o r  i s  t h i s  n o r m a l  p r o c e e d u r e  f o r  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  w h i c h  I ' v e  a l w a y s  

b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  a s  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  a s s i s t  V e t e r a n s ?

I n o r m a l l y  o r d e r  4 b o t t l e s  o f  N P H  U - 8 0  L i l l y  b r a n d  I n s u l i n  a n d  4 b o x e s  o f  

U - 8 0  B - D  d i s p o s a b l e  s y r i n g e s ,  a f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  D o c t o r .  I s u p p o s e  f r o m  t h e  

c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  y o u  m a y  b e  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  I a m  in c o m p l e t e  

d i s - a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  h a v i n g  to f o l l o w  t h e  p r o c e e d u r e s  y o u  h a d  l i s t e d  o n  y o u r  f o r  

l e t t e r  a n d  if so, t h a t  i m p r e s s i o n  w o u l d  b e  c o r r e c t .  I h o p e  h o w e v e r ,  y o u  w i l l  

t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the c o n c e r n s  I h a v e  e x p r e s s e d .  I ' m  s u r e  m y  l o c a l  

S e n a t o r  w i l l .  I a l s o  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a n  a n s w e r  (s) . T h a n k  y o u .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  ,

D a n n y  L. B r a s e  

B o x  3 4 2
P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 4 5
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BRASE, D a n n y  L. 

S5#^78-52-9687

D*..- April 17, 197^
V E T E R A N S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  

P .O . BO X 1211

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99601

D a n n y  L. Brace 
B o x  3^2

Palmer, Ak. 996*+5

D e a r  Mr. Brace:

I n  reviewing prescriptions for medicine you are taking for your 
service-connected disability, w e  fj.nd that some of these medications 

a r e  the same each month.

3^n_the future ,-fileaae-mai-j.. a ll pre s crlptlons-for-routine- medication to 

'Veterans Administration Outpatient Clinic (119), Room 521 Smith Tower, 

Second & Yesler, Seattle, Washington 98104.

Fo r  prompt service each prescription should bear yo u r  full name, 

address, and claim number. Allow ten to fourteen days for handling, 

shipment, and delivery.

O n l y  prescriptions required in case of emergency may be obtained from 

y o u r  local pharmacy at Veterans Administration expense.

Sincerely,

I'Ll
(ft C. MxLNliR, Chief

M e d ical Administration Division

Skew tetersu t  f u l l ««■»(, VA fU  number, emA entiul tKuriry number m  nil tremfenJenet.
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8/22/74

Dear Mr. Brase i

Wo will be happy to supply you with the Insulin you need* Hcwovcr, we 
must have a written prescription from your doctor for this or any other 
medication you may be eligible to got for a service-connected disability* 
Tho insulin mipplios (Syrinr.on, cotton balls, alcohol, etc*) con bo 
provhtnil wl tlxmt n [irnncrlptl mi. Wn n rn nnn'Knp, U n m  IwirowJ th A  will, nnnri 
tho Jnnuiln nn mx.n on wo rooulwo n |ii'nn<:i‘l|iLI<M»

/\,
P.S* VA p o l i c y  i s  t o  p ro v id o  a  30-day su p p ly  o u t p a t ie n t s  it ia i wact
o f  m e d ic a t io n ,  w h ich  can be r e f i l l e d  e a c h  hqdm 021 smith Tcwte
month f o r  5 mont .i3,  i f  your dopi i t  wl 11  2nd ave. a vtsua
«>if |i,M*l(«n , r f l  I <1 I'fi ft'"  r  • At Af P T, V.A.»>K v



Valley Medical Center
Box 916 

Palmer, Alaska 99645
1 larch 17, 1975

The Honorable Senator Jal-.ar ICerttula 
Senate Majority Leader 
Alaska State Legislature 
Senate
Juneau, AK 99-^01

Senate Joint Resolution I'.o. 10. 
presently in the Senate by the 
Commerce Conittee.
SUBJECT: Certain practices of the
United States Veterans Administration 
in regards to medications available 
to veterans.

Dear Senator Kerttula:

I an, indeed, in f av or  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t ha t  w o u l d  c h a n g e  p r e s e n t  

s y s t e m  o f  tho V A  to a l l o w  m e m b e r s  ? f  the V A  to o b t a i n  m e d i c i n e s  at t he ir  

l o c a l  p h a r m a c i e s  r a t h e r  than h a v i n g  then s h i p p e d .  I n  +he past, "'.any p e o p l e  

n e e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  who  .are e l i g i b l e  for .̂hirs s e r v i c e  a n d  h n v o  to v - i t  an 

u n d e s i r a b l e  l e n g t h  of  time w h i c h  is n o t  ’'enofici.al to t h e i r  p r e s e n t  h e a l t h .

I n  fact, m a n y  o f  the drugs a r e  d a m a g e d  v i a  s h i p m e n t ;  .and w h e n  *-,*o m e d i c a t i o n  

d o c s  a r r i v e ,  it is ineff ec ti ve .

I b e l i e v e  that a chan ye in t**ic s y s t e m  mould a l l e v i a t e  s om e  of tb o '*uv,oaucrac; 

r e d  tape, e x p e d i t e  matt er s a n d  also  y i v o n  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w’o d e s e r v e  ’•o,:*-er 

c a r e  t h a n  w h a t  they  arc r e c e i v i n g  at the p r e s e n t  t i m e  u n d e r  the p r e s e n ^  

p o l i c y .  I w o u l d  pe rs o n a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t s  on ''e’ alf of cha>'~ia- 

t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n .

MZKsvmv

l

CC\ S J S O I A  3 0 M 1 0 0 H  2 - Z I
1ST)
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