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JUNEAU  ALASKA

COMMTTIEE MEETING HOUSE HESS 

MARCH 26, 1976

Present: Sullivan Ostrosky
Parr Beirne Osterback

Testifying:
Elizabeth Shaw, NASW 
Janis Price, NASW 
Sister Andrea

HCR 111 - Boundary Change in Health Service Area - Rules

Sister Andrea - opposed to the b ill- wants three HbA

Renninger, Dept. H&SS, also supports three HSA conceptually and fiscally

B ill not moved on,

HB 367 -Social Workers Licensing -  Beirne

Beirne spoke on revised version of the b ill, revised with assistance of Sharon 
Andrews, director of licensing. Went over provisions of the b ill with conmittee 
Some changes made on the draft

Mr. Price , Dept. H&SS, discussed minor points of b ill
Stated that the b ill requires a ll new employees to have MSW or change their 
title  or requirements of certain jobs to hire people. Dept, does not have 
to fire any S.W. who are employed now or don't have MSW

Discussion around fiscal implications of a ll these new licensing b ills . Probably 
w ill add one more full time person to the licensing division.

Motion passed for individual recommendations on the work draft copy to be 
a Conmittee Substitute.

HB 7M - Freedom of choice, medical procedures - Beirne

Mr. Heidersdorf, representing Alaskans for Life, not for the entire concept 
of the b ill, feels there are some problems with it .

Conmlttc" discussion regarding suicide, also liability regarding disconnecting 
life  sustaining measures, example Quinlan case.

Heidersdorf feels that people have the right to make this decision, but not 
20 or 30 years before, people might change their ideas and minds. Also 
definition of extraordinary means , might change
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Beirne would lik e  a chance to  rework the bottom o f p. 1 , severe d is tre s s , e tc . 
too d i f ic u l t  t i l  revoke now. Will le t  Pat Rodey and Clark Grueing look 
a t the proposed chances.

Conmittee points out various areas of concern fo r  Helen to  take alook 
a t .  P. 1. l in e  19> how about renewal every five years 

P. 3 lin e  27, need rewording, more sp ec ific  
Alvin suggests time frame, 1 year or so t i l l  individual can have a chance 
to  recover.

Hold t i l l  middle or end of nexy week, when Helen has i t  reworked.

HB 772 -  Licensure of counselors -  HESS 

Tabled -  dead

SB 55^ -  Licensing o f Phy. & Osteopaths -  Croft

Beirne -  Croft wanted to  work th is  over with o thers, make amendments,
Helen fee ls  there w asn't enought tim e, want to make 1 change now 
Line 20, Add "the Department sh a ll employ"

Delete "The board sh a ll employ"

Amendments passed

This b i l l  belongs in  m alpractice, wants i t  to  go to  Jud. Reconmend 
i t  i s  included in  M alpractice package.

B ill -  passed

HB 392 -  R ehabilita tion  Counselor -  Beirne 

Beirne, explanation o f b i l l  and discussion
proposed amendment -  decided to  make a conmittee su b s titu te  of th is  b i l l ,  
see d ra f t .  Also a l l  reference to  counselors should read Vocational Re­
h a b ilita tio n  counselor

Delete lin e  *1 -  11 page 4

Helen moved to  have th is  b i l l  moved out. 
as a committee su b stitu te
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HB 635 -  Licensing o f Speech Pathologists & Audlologls s -  Gov.

Beirne, a lo t o f fraud by people coming in to  Ak. and se llin g  hearing aids 
and then leaving s ta te .

Conmittee went over work d ra f t  and made changes, P .2, l in e  25 d e le te  "p ractice  
speech path, o r audio", l in e  27, 28 & 29 P1* d e le te , P. 5 lin e  1 thru 19 d e le te . 
P. 5 lin e  19, change "socia l worker" to  Speech patho log ist & audiologist

Conmittee reconmends Conmittee Substitu te  move o u t, individual recommendations 
passed out.



^ l a s k a  j i i a t e  ^ le g is la t u r e

J U N E A U  ALA9KA

HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

MAR 1, 1976

Present: Da.vis Beirne Osterback-Chalring 
Hackney Swanson

Testifying: Sharon Andrews, Director, division of licsneing
John Jensen, representing himself 
Harvey Pitts,

HB 772 Licensure of Counselors - HESS

Sharon Andrews, supports concept of relicensing standards, opposed to 
broadening areas covered by licensing

John Jensen - concerned that the statute as it  presently reads, would 
prohibit him from advertising services as a counselor.

Committee felt that the statute would not do this and that it  did not 
say this..

SB 55̂  Licencing Of Phy. and Osteopaths - Croft

Sharon Andrew, Dept, supports the concept, but would like this b ill to 
be considered with the entire malpractice package.

Sub committee of Helen Beirne appointed to look into a ll of the licensure 
b ills , especially HB 772
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