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HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE MEETING

JAN. 29, 1976

Present:

Osterback Sullivan

Hackney Beirne
Parr Swanson

Testifying:

Marshall Lind, Commissioner of Ed.
Mr. Greaser, Dept. Div. of Law, Management & Finance 

Nat Cole - Deputy Comm, of Ed.

HB 547 - Extension & Modification o f school bus routes- Swanson

Swanson explained reasons for the bill, asked no action to be 

taken on it at this time.

Greaser, D.O.E. , quotes from regulations which change wording 
on line 11, from shall to may. State has ascertained that cost 
would be in excess of $2,000 /child and is beyond the responsibility 

of the schools.

Discussion by committee members, regarding cost and othei iactors.

Nat Cole, handed out packet to members of committee.

Dr. Lind, stated 300 people have filed for school board seats, 

decentralization of S.O.S. progressing according to schedule.

Sullivan - How many school districts are there?

Lind - 21

Osterback - wanted to know how the school boards would operate 
Discussion ensued about rights of school districts to hire and 

fire teachers.

Lind - D.O.E. will conduct orientation for members of new school boards 

Parr - inquired about safe water and A.V.E.C
Cole, D.O.E. feels fiscal responsibility should be handled by more approp. 
agency._________
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,oer 22, 1975

Honorable Susan Sullivan 
7330 i'arge Court 
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99504

Dear Susan:

There are a n u m b e r  of things w h i c h  have come up during the 
time since we a d j o u r n e d  in J u n e a u  in June. I'd like to suggest 
that M a r s h a l l  Lind brief the HESS Committee on what's happened, 
i n c l u d i n g  the fol lowing of c o n c e r n  to me:

1. Progress in the d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of SOS.

a. Could we get a good map s h owing the REAA boundaries and 
the place where the REAA Board w i l l  m e e t  in e a c h  one?

b. I u n d e r s t a n d  that the U n o r g a n i z e d  B o r o u g h  School Board 
r e f u s e d  to negoti ate a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  District One teachers, that 
N E A - A l a s k a  took it to court, and that the court upheld the Board. 
Yet it a p p e a r s  that the new b oards  m a y  not be o rganized in time to 
do the i n d i v i d u a l  negotiations, and f u r t h e r  that tenured teachers 
must have a notice by M a r c h  15 of r e t e n t i o n  or non-retention. How 
is this b e i n g  handled?

c. There are reports that the cost of AVEO power and w a t e r  
u n d e r  the safe w a t e r  act a r . to be o h a r g e d  against the REAA's in 
villages h aving them, and that this will eat up the REAA budget.
As I recall, we were told in HESS C ommittee last y e a r  during our 
d i s c u s s i o n  of HB 24 not to a t t e m p t  to tinker w i t h  these i t e m s —  
what is the s i t u a t i o n  and how is the cost to be charged?

d. I u n d e r s t a n d  that there m a y  be a p r o b l e m  in funding the 
travel costs of gett ing some school boards together, e.g., in the 
A leutians. Perhaps we should get details on this.

2. There were several proble ms in the Fairbanks area In c o n­
ne c t i o n  w i t h  the t r a n s f e r  of on-base schools to the local district. 
All se em to have been w o r k e d  out now e x c e p t  one dealing with the 
salarie s of supervisors, who claim to have had a tw o-year contract 
w i t h  SOS. What Is the status of this?

3. All of the talk a b o u t  the satellite and the earth stations 
seems to deal w i t h  the hardware. I'd like some informat ion about 
the software, sp ecif i c a l l y  about that w h i c h  w i l l  be beamed to the 
Bush.



a. How m a n y  e d u c a t i o n a l  channels w i l l  there be?

b. What is to be the d i v ision of tiro^ b e t w e e n  K-12 and
post-sec ondary e d u c a t i o n ?

c. W h o  w i l l  be in charge of progra m m i n g ?

d. W h o  w i l l  decide w h e t h e r  to use canned Outside p rograms
or to create n e w  ones designe d e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  rural Alaska? What 
c r i t e r i a  w i l l  be u s e d  in m a k i n g  this d e c i sion?

e. If we are to create any of our own programs, who will 
do it, w her e w i l l  it be done, w h a t  w i l l  be the e v a l u a t i o n  process?

h. W h a t  is the status of d e v e l o p m e n t  of sohool board policies 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  students' rights and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?

5. There was a g r e y  area b e t w e e n  E d u c a t i o n  and H&SS on p r e­
s c h o o l s / d a y  care centers. Has this been w o r k e d  out and if so w h a t  
is the p r e s e n t  d i v i s i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?

I a m  sure that there are other topics of interest to the C o m­
mittee, but these s hould be e n o u g h  for a start. Look forward to 
s eeing y o u  in Juneau.

3. (Continued)

cc: C o m m i s s i o n e r  Lind
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