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"/Ail Act r e la t ing  to  the age o f  persons e l i g i b l e  fo r  programs fo r  exceptional 
ch i ld ren " .
I t  appears that the purpose o f  th is  B i l l  is to e f f e c t  two substan t ia l  changes 
in Alaska law: 1) to place r e spon s ib i l i t y  on loca l  governments, through the
procedures o f  the Department o f  Education and the foundation program, fo r  the 
education o f  "exceptional adu l t s " ;  2) to es tab l ish  a procedure by which edu­
cat ion programs fo r  adu lts q u a l i f y  f o r  spec ia l  grants from the Department o f  
Health and Soc ia l  Serv ices ; 3) to amend and extend Senate B i l l  188 and 
House B i l l  454,
The D iv is ion o f  Mental Health cannot speak to the general c i t i z e n s '  des i re  *
that the State assume such an educational r e spon s ib i l i t y .  However, there arc 
severa l questions which we wish to ra ise  regarding House B i l l  453:
1. A tangle o f  intent between the two apparent purposes o f  the B i l l :  p lace ­
ment o f  au tho r i ty  arvl - ' s p o i l s i b i l i t y  f o r  the education o f  adu l t s ,  including 
menta l ly retarded adult: ; in the Department o f  Education (14 .30 ) and placing 
the same respons ih i»n*  and author i ty  on ly  fo r  mental ly retarded adu lts  in 
the Department o f  Health and Social Services ( 4 7 .2 0 ) .
We be l ieve that th is  w i l l  extend the present d i f f i c u l i t i o s  experienced by th is  
Department and the Department o f  Education regarding provis ion o f  s im i la r  s e r ­
vices to the same group ( e . g . ,  day care and services to the mental ly re ta rded ) .
2. While AS 14.30.101 spec i f ie s  that diagnost ic standards he estab lished j o i n t l y  
by the Department o f  Education and the Department o f  Health and Socia l r v icc s ,  
the new language o f  House B i l l  453 spec i f ie s  that onlv fo r  adults (as d i s ­
t inc t  from ch i ld ren ) determination o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  fo r  a prog,ram whose standards 
are estab lished by the Department o f  Education should reside on ly with the 
Department o f  Health and Social Serv ices. We believe th is  to he inconsis ­
tent with sound program management and to ra ise potent ia l d i f f i c u l t i e s  between
the two departments and consumer groups.
3 .  The th i rd  d i f f i c u l t y  is o f  a more pract ica l  so r t  and i s ,  perhaps, best 
spoken t:o by the Department o f  Education. It is poss ib le that the State is 
interested in assuming r e sp on s ib i l i t y ,  beyond the present Adult Basic Edu­
cat ion program and Vocational Education and Rehabi l i ta t ion  programs, fo r  
those adults who have not f u l l y  benefited from the educational experiences 
o f  th e i r  childhood years .  The group o f  "exceptional adu l ts "  in House B i l l  
453 is poss ib ly  quite la rge ,  containing as it does, not on ly the menta l ly 
retarded whose need fo r  such serv ices is unquestionable and g rea t ly  needed 
hut a l so  many adu lts with " learning d i s a b i l i t i e s "  and "emotional handicaps".
It  is estimated that at leas t  4000 exceptional adults would become e l i g i b l e  
f o r  new "competent education serv ices" upon passage o f  this h i l l ,  Tito reason 
fo r  th is  large figure is that the i r  is no way known to determine that an adult 
would not benefit from competent educational serv ices o f  some kind. There fore ,  
a l l  adu lts who are mental ly retarded, phys ica l ly  handicarped, emotiona l ly handi­
capped, learning d isab led , g i f t ed  and multiply-handicapped would become e l i g i b l e  
l o r  educational se rv ices .
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4. It would be more appropriate that additional opportunities for education 
be made available for cxc^ ^ional adults in the State's community college 
system.
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The L e g i s l a t u r e  oi the S.tate of A lasna 
F I S C A L  N O T E

First S e s s i o n  - N i n t h  Legislature

I. R E Q U E S T
B i l l  NO, House IHll 453 ________ __________________________________________________
Title: An Act relating to the ngc of personseligible for programs for exceptional
R e q u e s t e d  b y :_________________________________________ D a t e : ____________children.
R e t u r n  Date R e q u e s t e d : ____________________________________________________________
A g e n c y :_____________________________________ P r o g r a m :________________________________

II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L
B u d g e t  R e q u e s t  Unit(s) Affected: Special liducntion
A. E X P E N D I T U R E S : (Thousands of dollars)

O B J E C T FY 75 FY 76 FY 77 FY 78 FY 79

oCO>pt.

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S
200 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L
h 00 C O M M O D I T I E S
500 E Q U I P M E N T
GOO L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S

i

700 G R ANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.

T O T A L
4,000,000 same snme

B. FUND I N G : (Thousands of dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUND 3,700,000 f » 1 I

F E D E R A L  FUNDS
O T H E R  (Local) 300.000 1 t t •

C. POSITIONS:

P E R M A N E N T / T E M P O R A R Y / / / / / /
MAN M O N T H S  (P./T.) ./ . / / ....L

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note P r e p a r a t i o n  Instructions, S e c t i o n  III)

The Spec ini liducntion Section of the Department of liducntion estimates that for 
4000 exceptional adults, $4 ,1)00,000 per venr would he expended based on the 
School Founds t ion .Support program.

IV. A T T A C H M E N T S

O riginal: L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance
cc: Budget and Management

Prime S p onsor (First L e g i s l a t o r  Named)
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