


JUNEAU  ALASKA

HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

MARCH 17, 1976

Present: Ostrosky Hackney
Davis Sullivan Beirne

Testified: Dick Block, Div. of Ins.
Bob Cole, Dept. H&SS 
Ben Iverson, Dept. H&SS 
Ken Ryals, Dept. H&SS

HB 190 Treatment of Alcoholism and Drug - Duncan, etc.

Dick Block, would provide a benefit that can be predicted whether or not it 
will be needed which may be uneconomical to insurance company's. The div. 
of insurance view is that it would be O.K. if mandated that it provided an 
option.

Bob Cole, Office of Alcoholism, supports bill, possibly with revision 
suggested by div. of insurance.

Committee response, decided not to do anything on this bill yet.

HB 793 - Annual advisory board meetings, public comnent Dept. H&SS - Ostrosky

Ben Iverson, dept, encourages public input, but Ken Ryles doesn't feel that 
this Is a practical method of coninunity input.

No action by committee right now

HB 86'j - Appropriation to Hope Cottage - HESS

Bob Gregovltch feels there is an extreme shortage of long term care of this 
type in Ale. Dept, is doing a study right now of the needs and wants to 
wait till thats done before they do anything like this., recomends not passing.

Ray Burt - Hope Cottage, feels that this bill would be beneficial for puiposes 
of renovation, HC has been successful in the passed, also feels the Chugiak 
area would benefit from this

Comnittee discussion,

Hackney - recoinends Amendment, (See Attached)

Vote on amendment, do pass 
Vote on bill, do pass
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POSITION PAPER

ON

HOUSE BILL #190

"An Act relating to treatment of alcoholism and drug addiction under group 
health and disability insurance plans".

This bill would broaden coverage available to persons experiencing problems 
with alcohol and drugs, as well as making way for third party payments 
through insurance costs to people receiving care in "licensed hospital or 
other licensed treatment facility".

In anticipation of the federal trend toward encouraging receipt of third 
party payments, the State Office of Drug Abuse has been developing standards 
for certification of personnel and programs as well as a licensing procedure,

Fiscal implications; less state general fund monies should be needed each 
year for drug and alcohol treatment once a committment is made to license 
and accredit drug and alcohol treatment programs statewide.

Funds might then be freed to develop sound prevention programs, which 
should reduce the need for treatment and rehabilitation programs.

'Hie long term benefits to the state would be improved care to clients, and 
eventually less general fluids required. Training funds will be needed to 
raise personnel standards and level of functioning where needed, Training 
should be aimed at acquisition of skills rather than of hours of schooling.

The Department  s uppor ts  passage o f  t h i s  B i l l .

Approved

Comments by Governor’s Office:



FEDERAL ALCOHOLISM FUNDING IN ALASKA PLACED IN PERSPECTIVE

I AThere has r e c e n t l y  been p u b l is h e d  i n  both o f f i c i a l  documents and t h e  media 
wide range o f  f i g u r e s  p u r p o r t i n g  t o  show th e  amount o f  f e d e r a l  funds being 
spent i n  the  S t a t e  on the f i g h t  a g a i n s t  A l a s k a ' s  Number 1 P u b l i c  H e a lt h  Prob­
lem. . . A l c o h o l i s m .

Those q u o t in g  the se  f i g u r e s  have f r e q u e n t l y  mixed "a ppl es  and peaches" i n  t h a t  
t h e y  have confused f i s c a l  ye ars  w i t h  c a l e n d a r  y e a r s ,  o n e - ,  t w o - ,  and t h r e e - y e a r  
g ra n t  p e r i o d s ,  e t c . ,  p r e s e n t i n g  a t o t a l  which most people assume t o  be t h a t  
spent  d ur in g  one c a le nd a r  y e a r .

The most rpc ent  o f  t he se  was i n  t h e  " A l c o h o l i s m  R e p o r t " ,  a respected b i - w e e k l y  
n a t i o n a l  n e w s l e t t e r  on a l c o h o l i s m ,  p u b l is h e d  i n  W ashi ng to n,  D.C. The r e p o r t  
p u b l is h e d  a t o t a l  o f  $ 6 , 6 8 8 ,8 1 1  in  " g r a n t s  a c t i v e  as o f  September, 1975."
T h i s  data was based upon i n f o r m a t i o n  f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on 
Alc ohol  Abuse and A l c o h o l i s m  (NIAAA) and was f a c t u a l  i n s o f a r  as i t  went.  The 
average reader would alm ost  n a t u r a l l y  assume t h a t  the " g r a nts  a c t i v e "  v/ere 
f o r  t h i s  y e a r .

NCA-AR P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  Department  was a b l e  to  o b t a i n ,  through  c o u r t e s y  o f  
th e  Grants Management D i v i s i o n  o f  NIAAA, a computer r e a d - o u t  o f  these g ra n ts  
f o r  Alaska and has prepared the f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  (see re ve rs e  s i d e )  which spans 
th r e e  c a le n d a r  y e a r s .  A q u ic k  glance a t  t h i s  graph w i l l  show t h a t  the s e l e c t i o n  
o f  September 1975 was a most u n f o r t u n a t e  t i me  p e r io d  s in c e  a t  l e a s t  17 " g r a nts  
a c t i v e "  were due t o  e x p i r e  w i t h i n  one or  two months and a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  had o n l y  
begun o p e r a t io n  a month or  so p r i o r  t o  t h i s  d ate .

NOTE: 1) The g ra n ts  shown on t h i s  c h a r t  t o t a l  a l i t t l e  over $ 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  spread
ove r almost  t h r e e  f u l l  y e a r s .  The a d d i t i o n a l  $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  would be 
in  f o rm ula  g ra n t s  and o t h e r  s p e c i f i c - p u r p o s e  g ra n t s  to  the S t a t e  
and o t h e r  m is c e l l a n e o u s  a g en cie s.

2)  The f o u r t h  g ra n t  l i s t e d ,  "NCA-AR $ 1 , 5 0 0 ,  000" i s  f o r  development o f  
th e  Al as ka P u b l i c  Ed uc ati on  P r o j e c t  i n u l t i - m e d i a  e d u c a t i o n a l  campaign; 
$450,000 o f  which i s  d is b u r s e d  t o  the Al as ka N a t i v e  Commission on 
A l c o h o l s im  and Drug Abuse (ANCADA), which is a " p a r t n e r "  in t h i s  
p r o j e c t .

3)  To assure p r o d u c t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  m a t e r i a l s ,  a t im e  e x t e n s i o n  has been 
approved f o r  the A la s ka  P u b l i c  E d ucat io n  P r o j e c t ,  thro ugh  October 
31, 1976 (no a d d i t i o n a l  funds are i n v o l v e d ) .

Any l e g i s l a t o r  w is h in g  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  t o  a s s i s t  you in 
y o u r  work, please f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  upon NCA-AR and we w i l l  t r y  to  o b t a i n  the 
d e s i r e d  m a t e r i a l  f o r  you.

2/19/76
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