


*'An Act relating to state-operated spay clinics for dogs and 
cats* and providing for an effective date.'
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JUNEAU ALASKA

^ la s k a  ^ i a t e  ^ g b l a t m  

Ŝmise
HESS CQf-MITTEE MEETING 

April 1, 1975

Members Present:

Davis Ostrosky
Hackney Parr
Ose Sullivan
Osterback Swanson

Chairman Sullivan called the meeting to order at 3:00pm.

HB 111

Ramana Kelley was the prime sponsor of the bill. Gave a briefing of bill. This 
bill sets a flat fee. Did not include an appropriation to the bill as it would 
be better to pass the bill as it now stands first. The revenues from the bill 
would be approximately $43,000. The financial statement along with this bill was 
not correct because it did not take this particular bill into consideration.
For example, in Anchorage last year there were 700 - 900 animals put to sleep 
per month because of the inability of the pounds to care for all the animals turned 
over to them. All inocculation shots would also be included in the spay fee of 
$18.

Hackney What is the present situation? Are they spaded by the clinics now?

Kelley No, they are put to sleep after a weeks time and no one claims the animal. 
They don't have the facilities to keep them any longer than that.

Sullivan If, by chance, when a person was getting a dog from the pound, under this 
bill it would be feasible for the keeper to suggest the animal be spaded.

Kelley The only opposi tion I have heard pertaining to this bill is by vetemarians.
I have recieved a considerable amount of correspondence in favor of such legislation. 
Presently, to have an animal spaded, the cost is anywhere fron $45 to $115. In this 
bill it is only $18. Many more people will be able to afford this service.

Ose I move this bill out of Committee with a 'do pass'.

Swanson Second the motion.

Chairman Hearing no objection, so orderd.



to: Chairman
HESS Committee
State House of Representatives

d a t e : March 7, 1975

T E L E P H O N E  N O : ■M
FR O M : Fred S. Honsinger, D.V.M. 

State Veterinarian
S U B J E C T : Department of Natural Resources - 

Agriculture - Position Analysis on 
HB 111

HB 111 in the Ninth State Legislature is identical to HB 336 in the Eighth State 
Legislature and HB 637 in the Seventh State Legislature.

Our position on HB 111 remains the same as the testimony presented on the two 
identical previous bills, and that 1s that we recognize the overpopulation 
animal problem in many areas of the State, primarily the urban areas.

Spay clinics will be a partial solution to the areas served, however, as only a 
percentage of the animals In any given area served will be neutered, there still 
will remain a large percentage of untreated animals in the area to continue the 
problem.

We are not aware of any State sponsoring a Statewide Spay Clinic concept. There 
are, however, throughout the lower 48 States an increasing number of municipal 
sponsored local Spay Clinic Programs.

In past testimony, we have recommended this type of local concept be followed 
in Alaska as outlying areas have questioned their tax dollars paying for 
selected areas receiving the Service.

It might be that local communities could work something out with the local 
eterlnary practitioners for a subsidized clinic program as the four communities 

mentioned 1n amending Section 2 AS 03.25.020 have available practitioners and 
clinic facilities.
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Box 927
Homer, Alaska 99603

Representative Susan Sullivan 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801

T. >*'

Dear Ms. Sullivan,
V ••
I understand that House Bill 111 which provides 

for spay clinics for cats and dogs has been referred 
to your Health, Education and Social Services committee.
I noticed in reading the bill that the clinics are to 
be are to be in Anchroage, Fairbanks, Juneau and 
Ketchikan, at least four times a year. I realize this 
is proposed this way because of the population concen­
trations, however, there is none-the-less a very real 
need for such clinics in the rural communities many of 
which do not have any veterinary services at all, con­
sequently the dog and cat population continues to grow 
at a high rate.

I would like to recommend that the bill be amended 
to provide that the clinic be sent to other communities, 
if the local governing body should request it. I realize 
cost could be a problem and possibly it should be required 
that the community pay the transportation costs to get 
the clinic to their area. I believe allowing this clinic 
to get into the rural areas would be doing a great ser­
vice for them, and I believe the local Council's would 
be willing to pay such travel expenses to have such a 
service available. I have heard the Homer Council dis­
cuss the need for spay clinics more than once.

I certainly hope this legislation receives favor­
able action by the legislature. It is badly needed.

Yours truly

Charlotte Calhoun
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Mn c h c r a g e  , h I a s k a  
F e b r u a r y  1 0 , 1 yrH

o t  a t ° L e a i s t a t o r s  
b t a t  e O f f  i c e  du i I d i ng 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 ?PQ1
'Jpa r Le g  i s I d t o r  :

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  - s k  y ou  t o  e n a c t  o r  s u n  o r t  I eg i s  l a  t i e r :  
t o  r e q u i r e  O i s t e n p n r  s h o t s  t o r  d o m e s t i c  d o g s  a rm c a t s  i r  r ruch 
t h e  s ame way t h a t  h a b i e s  s h o t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  a s  o i s t e n p n r  i s  
a n  a i r b o r n  v i r u s  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t n a t  a l l  a o y s  a n a  c a t s  be 
i n o c u l a t e d  i n  order t o  l e s s e n  i f  n o t  e n d  t r i r  o i s e i s e  t n a t  
a f f e c t s  s o  r ran y  a n i n a I r  .

A l s o ,  w i l l  y o u  p l e a s e  s u p  o r t  H ou se  d i l l  No, 1 1 1 ,  i n t r o d u c e d  
by R e p r e s e p t d  f i v e  K e l l e y  t o  ope  r . :  t o  s t a y  c l i n i c s  i n  Anchu r  .«, r - , 
F a i r b a '  >s ,  J u n e a u  a nd  K e t c h i k a n  t o r  t n e  s p a y i n g  o f  d o me t t  i c  
d o g s  a nd  c a t s  o f  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s ,  t h e  f e e  t o r  Ami oh  r a y  not. 
e x c e e d  ^1 c  a n  a n i m a l ;  t h e  f e e  s h a l l  I n c l u d e  i n n o c u  I 11 i o n s  
a o a i n s t  d i s f e c p e r  ar i d r a l l i e s ,  e t c .  tv.any p e o p l e  w o u l J  he ■■■(>• 

t h a n  g l a d  t o  n a v e  t n e i r  n n i m a l r  s p a y e d  but  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t e .  
e x o r b i t a n t  c h a r g e s  f o r  t h i s  r » r v i c e .

Any s u p p o r t  y ou  c a n  g i v e  w i l l  be n u c h  a i pr ~c i a t •• d .

A Jb h--' s t ,t n Ave .
A n c h o r  v  , m| Kd ' j  t \ )J1
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House HESS Committee v'
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I do not believe that any bills have 
requiring distemper shots for domestic•dogs and cats.
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Please feel free to contact me in the future on matters



COMMISSIONERS

MS. JOAN PECK 
PRESIDENT 

6A U L REIDER  
VICE-PRESIDENT 

MS. NANCY AVERY  
MS. DORIS SILVERTON  
P H IL IP  MCCLAVE. DVM

PEOGY BODFISH  
SECRETARY

February 20, 1975

Ms. Betty McKean
Box 1992+3 Klatt Station
Anchorage, Alaska 99502

Dear Ms. McKean:

Your mailgram requesting Information regarding the Los Angeles 
City public low cost Spay and Neuter Clinic progra*.. reached my 
desk this morning for response.

I am enclosing our 1974-1Pr°Gress report, the latest we have com­
piled on the program. I am also enclosing two more recent press 
releases providing statistics relative to the program.

The press release, dated September 4» 1974 provides late statis- 
tics--the latest I have compiled--on the impoundment and destruc­
tion of animals since the inception of the spay-neuter clinic 
program.

We have five veterinarians working in the three city clinics.
Each veterinarian averages ten surgeries per day. The number 
of fatalities is less than one per cent. The animals are thor­
oughly examined and must be in good physical condition before 
they are accepted for surgery.

All necessary inoculations pertinent to the operation are in­
cluded in the cost of surgery--0l7.5O for spaying and $11.50 for 
neutering. Type of inoculations: See enclosed brochure*

Cost factors, as they developed last year, are cited in the 
1974 Progress Report.

The clinics are considered to be very successful. They are not 
financially self-sustaining at this date, but are providing a 
needed service - >r city pet owners who can not pay the higher 
fees charged by private veterinarians. Because of public pa r­
ticipation at the public clinics, there are less unwanted stray 
dogs end cats to be impounded and eventually destroyed.

c i t y  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s
C A L I F O R N I A

T O M  B R A D L E Y  

M A Y O R

DEPARTM ENT OP
a n im a l  r e g u l a t i o n

ROOM 4 1 0 , C ITY  HALL SOUTH 
LOS ANOELES. CALIF. * 0 0 1 2

ABB-3771

ROBERT I.  RUSH 
OENERAL MANAGER



C O M M I S S I O N * * *
C I T Y  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S DEPARTMENT OF 

A N IM A L R E G U LA T IO NC A L I F O R N I A
MS. JOAN PECK  

PRESIDENT 
SA UL REIOER  
V ICE-PRESIDENT 

MS. NANCY AVERY  
M S. DORIS S ILVERTON  
P H IL IP  MCCLAVE. DVM

ROOM 4 1 0 . C ITY MALL SOUTH 
LOS ANOELES, CALIF , t o o l  2

ROBERT I.  RUSH  
GENERAL MANAOCR

485-9771

PEGGY BODFISH  
SECRETARY

T O M  B R A D L E Y  

M A Y O R

2

The ultimate hope of the Los Angeles City Department of Animal 
Regulation is to have a spay-neuter clinic at each of its six 
animal shelters. Our next step involves the expansion of one 
of the existing clinics in a new animal shelter which will re­
place en outmoded shelter.

Prom the inception of the clinic program February 17» 1971 (when 
the first of three clinics was established) 23 .020 cats and dogs 
have been altered. Following the opening of the first clinic 
in 1971* two other clinics were opened in May and June of 1973»

I hope the enclosed information assists you in your planning.

C



The L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  the  S,tate o f  A laska  
FISCAL NOTE

F i r s t  Sess ion  -  Ninth L e g i s l a t u r e

I . REQUEST
B i l l  NO. H.B. I l l
T i t l e  : State Operated Spav Clinics
Requested by: Hess Committee. House_____________ Da te :  3 . 6 . 7 5
Return Date Requested: ASAP
Agency:  Natural Resources_______________ P rog ram : Agrirultnr.-

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Budget Request U n i t ( s )  A f f e c t e d :  Agricultural Inspect ion
A .  E X P E N D I T U R E S :  (Thousands o f  d o l l a r s )

OBJECT FY 75 FY 76 FY 77 FY 78 FY 79
A 2 , 0 0 0100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL
\

700

32.000 _ 3 i , m .3a„QPQ.
00 CONTRACTUAL 2 1  .OQQ00 COMMODITIES 5.600

500 EQUIPMENT__________
600 LAND & STRUCTURES

7,000

,.QQ.Q_. 
iQQ 5,600

25,000
3,000 JLPOJL

  5 ( 600
?? 1

! 6-Jqqq.

-4jm q q _

ORANTS , CLAIMS, ETC

TOTAL 95,600 69,100 71,600 72,000

 -&»DQQ-|._£,00fl
3J)QIL.!23*5Q0. 
fi*DQD.JI.6 , 0 0 0  3j000_ _  3,000

78,000 80,000

B. FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)

GENERAL FUND 95,600 69,100 71.600 I 72.000 —70 JD00 80,0
FEDERAL FUNDS r
OTHER .. ..... . 1 ..................

C. POSITIONS:

PEKMANENT/TEMPORARY . 2/ . 2/ ±-2L J ?/ '2J ........

MAN MONTHS (P./T.) .  247;. 24/ | it/ ?&/ 24 /

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section H E )

IV. ATTACHMENTS

Budget attachment is one submitted in 1972 by Mercy Crusade the prime sponsors of an identical b i l l  in the 7th State Legislature.

V . DATE : 2 ^ 7 5 ___________________PREP ARED BY : I .  S. Hons inner. D.V.M.
State Veterinarian

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: budget and Management

C r i m e  S p o n s o r  ( F i r s t  L e g i s l a t o r  N a m e d )
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REPRESENTATIVE SUSAN SULLIVAN 

Pouch V
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mrs. Sullivan:

We are a group of concerned citizens who urgently advise a favorable consideration 
of House Bill No. Ill, state operated spay clinics for dogs and cats.

At the present time, the GAAB Animal Shelter exterminates an average of 1200 animals 
per month. These animals are deserted, or a product of an unwanted litter. We 
strongly feel that if the spay charge was a reasonaole dollar figure, more people 
would have their pets spayed and therefore dilute the over population of these 

creatures.

With the projected increase of population, we can assume the problem will increase 
with unwanted pets as well. House Bill No. Ill would be a preventative measure 

against this. Please, vote for the passage of this bill.
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BUDGET - PROPOSED BY MERCY CRUSADE 
10x40 Tra i le r  - $24,000

100 Veterinary Assistant
200 Travel-Moving expense fo r  t r a i l e r
300 Contract-5,000 pmt on t r a i l e r

600 interest 
500 heat 
100 refuse 
600 pad rental 

3,800 Vet. Travel
400 Veterinary Supplies 

Office Supplies 
Incidental

TOTAL

2 ,000..
5.600.

500.
1 0 0 .
600.

3,800.
7,200.
3.600. 
2 ,000.

$59,600

No provision fo r  hiring veterinarians - additional personal servic 
cost i f  present State hired veterinarians can not be u t i l ized .



^laska jgftate ^g is la tu rs

JUNEAU ALASKA

February 4, 1975

Fred McGinnis, Commissioner 
Dept. Health & Social Services 
Pouch II
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Commissioner:

We have, in the Health Education and Social 
Services Committee HR 107 wh-i<~h nprf.iinc 4-k«

clinics Cor dogs and cats.

We would like to place these bills on our 
calendar in the near future. If you have any 
background information that may be useful in our 
meetings, we would appreciate hearing from you 
as soon as possible.

possession of drugs,

Susan Sullivan, Chairperson 
Health Education & Social

Services
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801

SS/lm
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