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The Honorable Mike Bradner
Speaker of the House
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In accordance with AS 24.30.060(b) and the Uniform Rules of
the Alaska State Legislature, | am transmitting a bill
relating to the election of municipal officials. The bill
would change the present practice of holding two elections
on the 1incorporation of a new municipality: one to deter- /
mine whether to incorporate and the second to elect a
council or assembly i1f the fir3t vote favored incorporation.

Section 1 of the bill would allow both questions to be
determined at the same election, with no council or assembly
members elected if the incorporation vote i3 negative. An
inconsistent law at AS 29.18.120(a) 1is repealed.

The second section i3 a housekeeping provision and deletes
those portions of the law that provided for representation
on borough assemblies of city councils. The present compo—
sition of borough assemblies 1is provided by AS 29.23.020.

Section 3 establishes a policy that new municipalities will
establish staggered terms on incorporation for their council
or assembly members.

Sincerely,



HOUSE COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2/9/76

Committee met at 9:00 a.m. fordiscussion of HB S o \
Patti Ann Polley from Divisionof Elections testified on the bill.

Ast the law is written now they have to hold two elections, the first
elections for the initial incorporation and basically that is the
only question that appears on that ballot with the exeption if there
is a sales tax, then that would appear on the initial ballot. If
incorporation isn"t written, they go back and then set a new order
of notice of election and holdthe counsel election, so the

Division of Elections would like to see it so that theycanhold

one election and prior to the change in the municipal code they

did do the elections this way. They found that it did work well.

It also saved the expense of having two elections. One of the

main expanses of having two elections 1is the election board expense
and with the salaries going up they are now paying $4.50 and $5.00
an hour to the election board members for the time spent on their
election duties. Also thr way the lawis written now they are
required to have two different sets of balLots. They would like

to see all go on one ballot.

Ostrosky asked when 1it: was changed.

Patti Ann Polley stated that she believed it was in 1972. Site believed
it was changed because they felt it might he confusing.

Rudd stated that she felt it was more than a "housekeeping” measure, sh
felt that it: really does go to whether an incorporation election should
be strictly on the merits of the idea of incorporation or whether you
should lend more weight to the idea of incorporating by allowing enn-
dates to put themselves forward at thesame time and she was not sure
that it is a good idea. On the whole she is a little bit opposed to
the idea because she feels it does give much more weight Lo the e"den
that this is a good idea because you have candidates who are eager to
do it. She fell: maybe 1incorporation elections should he strictly on
the issue and the idea of 1incorporation.

There was (ijscussion on this.

Mr. Pritchard from CLRA gave a point of view from the Department.

He stated that this had been discussed several times. They are very
much 1in favor of having one election, both for incorporation and

for initial officers. They have had uany problems because people
have understood that as soon as they were incorporated they wore
ready for business, but thLs means a long delay until the officers
are elected, thus they are in favor. One of the other problems that
they attempted to address in this particular bill was the fact that
at the present time the initial officers serve two (2) years and
then they c¢ an provide by ordinance terms not to exceed lour (4) years
if they so desire, but. they arc very anxious to see staggering terms
which would give a continuity on a city counsel. After two years of
service, they usually hold an election every year and there is no



continuity on the counsel, records seem to be lost and there isn"t
a familiarity of what has gone wrong, thus-they would like to see
the staggered terms whereby they would have a continuity of the
counsels.

Patti Ann Polley stated that she figured they would save approximately
$6,000.00 a year by chopping the number of elections that they would
have to have in half. The cost of ballots was discussed.

Oral Freeman moved to pass the bill out.

Chairman Cotten stated that HB 493 was going to be postponed because the
sponsor asked to have it held.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 am
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