


•'An Act r e la t in g  to  the  e le c t io n  o f  m u n ic ip a l o f f i c i a l s . "

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

1/16/76 H O U S E

M r . S p e a k e r :  D a t e  n . ~ ct - l L

The C o m m i t t e e  o n ________________ ' '________  h a s  had HB S 8 o

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO NOT PASS

( ) r e c o m me n d s  i t  DO PASS WITH ATTACHED AMENDMENT(S)

( ) r e c o m me n d s  i t  BE REPLACED WITH CS F O R _______________________AND THAT

CS F O R _____________________________DO PASS

( ) " a n d "  r e c o m me n d s  i t  BE R E F E R R E D  TO THE ____________________________________

COMM I T T E E

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

( ) " o t h e r "

Member s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

-i — :--- :

_ _

Member s  NOT c o n c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  Maj o r  i t y  r e p o r t :

__________________________________r ecommend s :

__________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

__________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

__________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

_________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

! C h a i r m a n



"An Act. r e l a t i n g  to the e l e c t i o n  of municipal officials."

1/16/76

Mr .  S p e a k e r :

The  C o m m i t t e e  on COMMUNITY

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

H O U S E

Da t e  ____________________

i? has had

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r  i t y  o f  t h e  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO NOT PASS

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS WITH ATTACHED AMENDMENT( S )

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  BE REPLACED WITH CS FOR _____________________  AND THAT

CS F O R _____________________________DO PASS

( ) " a n d "  r e c o m me n d s  i t  BE R E F E R R E D  TO THE ____________________________________

COMM I T T E E

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

( ) " o t h e r "

Member s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

Member s  NOT c o n c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  Maj o r i t y  r e p o r t

__________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

__________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

_______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

__________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

r e c o m m e n d s :

C ha i rma n



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  B r a d n e r  
S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  24.30.060(b) a n d  the U n i f o r m  Rules of
the A l a s k a  S t a t e  Legis l a t u r e ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a bill
r e l a t i n g  to the e l e c t i o n  of m u n i c i p a l  officials. T h e  bill
w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e  o f  h o l d i n g  two e l e c tions
o n  the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a n e w  municipality: o n e  to deter- /
m i n e  w h e t h e r  to i n c o r p o r a t e  a n d  the second to elect a 0
c o u n c i l  o r  a s s e m b l y  if the fir3t v o t e  favored incorporation.

S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h e  bill w o u l d  a l l o w  b o t h  q u e s t i o n s  to be 
d e t e r m i n e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  election, w i t h  no council o r  assembly 
m e m b e r s  e l e c t e d  if the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  v o t e  i3 negative. An 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  l a w  at A S  29.18.120(a) is repealed.

T h e  s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  i3 a h o u s e k e e p i n g  p r o v i s i o n  and deletes 
those p o r t i o n s  o f  the l a w  that p r o v i d e d  for r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o n  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l i e s  of c i t y  councils. T h e  p r e s e n t  c o m p o­
sit i o n  of b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l i e s  is p r o v i d e d  b y  AS 29.23.020.

S e c t i o n  3 e s t a b l i s h e s  a p o l i c y  that n e w  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  will 
e s t a b l i s h  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  on incorp o r a t i o n  for their council 
or a s s e m b l y  members.

Sincerely,



H O U S E  C O M M U N I T Y  & R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

2/9/ 76

C o m m i t t e e  m e t  at 9: 0 0  a.m. for d i s c u s s i o n  of H B  S o  \
P a t t i  A n n  P o l l e y  f r o m  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  t e s t i f i e d  o n  the bill.

Ast the l a w  is w r i t t e n  n o w  they h a v e  to h o l d  two e l e c t i on s,  the f irst  

e l e c t i o n s  f or  the i n i t i a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  b a s i c a l l y  that is the 

o n l y  q u e s t i o n  that a p p e a r s  o n  that b a l l o t  w i t h  the e x e p t i o n  if there 

is a s a l e s  tax, then tha t w o u l d  a p p e a r  o n  the i n i t i a l  ba ll ot .  If 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i s n ' t  w r i t t e n ,  the y go b a c k  a n d  th e n  set a n e w  o r d e r  

of n o t i c e  of e l e c t i o n  and  h o ld  the c o u n s e l  ele cti on,  so the

D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  w o u l d  like to s e e  it so that they c a n  hold

on e e l e c t i o n  a n d  p ri or  to the c h a n g e  in the m u n i c i p a l  c o d e  they 

did do  the e l e c t i o n s  this way. T h e y  f oun d that it d id  w o r k  well.

It a l s o  s a ve d  the e x p e n s e  of h a v i n g  two e le ct i o n s.  O n e  of the 

m a i n  e x p a n s e s  of h a v i n g  two e l e c t i o n s  is the e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  e x p e n s e  

and w i t h  the s a l a r i e s  g o i n g  up th ey  a re  n o w  p a y i n g $ 4 . 5 0  and $ 5. 00  

an  hou r to the e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  for the t im e s p e n t  on their 

e l e c t i o n  d uti es.  A l s o  thr w a y  the law is w r i t t e n  n o w  they are

r e q u i r e d  to h a v e  two d i f f e r e n t  se t s  of b alL ots . T h e y  w o u l d  like

to see a l l  go on one  ballot.

O s t r o s k y  a s k e d  w h e n  it: w a s  c han ged .

P a t t i  A n n  P o l l e y  s t a t e d  that sh e b e l i e v e d  it w a s  in 1972. Site b e li ev ed  

it w as  c h a n g e d  b e c a u s e  they felt it m i g h t  he con fu s i n g .

R u d d  s t a t e d  that she  fel t it wa s m o r e  t h a n  a  " h o u s e k e e p i n g "  m ea s u r e ,  sh 

f elt that it: r e a l l y  d o e s  go to w h e t h e r  a n  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  e l e c t i o n  sh oul d 

b e  s t r i c t l y  on the m e r i t s  of the ide a of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  or w h e t h e r  you 

s h o u l d  l end m o r e  w e i g h t  to the ide a of i n c o r p o r a t i n g  by a l l o w i n g  enn-

d a t e s  to pu t t h em s e l v e s  f or w a r d  at the sa me  time a n d  s he  w a s  not  sure

that it is a g o o d  idea. On the w h o l e  she  is a little b it  o p p o se d  to 

the i d e a  b e c a u s e  s he  f ee ls it d o e s  g i v e  m u c h  m o r e  w e i g h t  Lo the •'den 

that this is a g oo d  idea b e c a u s e  you h a v e  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  a r e  e a g e r  to 

do it. She fell: m a y b e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  e l e c t i o n s  s h ou ld  he s t r i c t l y  on 

the i s s u e  and the idea of i n c o rp o r a t i on .

T h e r e  w as  (ijscussion on this.

Mr. P r i t c h a r d  f ro m  C L R A  g a v e  a p o i n t  of v i e w  f rom the D ep a r t m e n t .

He s t a t e d  that this had b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  s ev e r a l  times. T h e y  a r e  ve ry  

m u c h  in fav or of h a v i n g  on e e l e c t io n,  bo th  for i n c o r p o r a t i o n  and 

for i n i t i a l  o f f ic er s .  T h e y  h a v e  h a d  u a n y  p r o b l em s  b e c a u s e  p e o pl e 

h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  that as s o o n  as they  w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t hey wor e 

r e a d y  for b u si n e s s ,  but thLs m e a n s  a lo n g  d e l a y  u n t i l  the o f f i c e r s  

ar e e l e c t e d ,  thus they a r e  i n  favor. O ne  of the o th er  p r o b l e m s  that 

they a t t e m p t e d  to a d d r e s s  in this p a r t i c u l a r  bill was  the fact that 

at the p r e s e n t  time the i n i t i a l  o f f i c e r s  s e r v e  two (2) y e a r s  and 

then  they c an p r o v i d e  by o r d i n a n c e  terms not to e x c e e d  lour (4) y ears 

if they so d e s i re , but. they a rc  v e r y  a n x i o u s  to see s t a g g e r i n g  terms 

w h i c h  w o u l d  g i v e  a c o n t i n u i t y  on a city cou nse l. A f t e r  two y e a r s  of 

s er v i ce , t hey u s u a l l y  h ol d  a n  e l e c t i o n  e v e r y year an d t her e is no



c o n t i n u i t y  o n  the c ou n s e l ,  r e c o r d s  s e e m  to b e  lost a nd t h e r e i sn 't  

a f a m i l i a r i t y  of w h a t  h a s  g o n e  w r o n g ,  t h u s - t h e y  w o u l d  like to see  

the s t a g g e r e d  terms w h e r e b y  they w o u l d  h a v e  a c o n t i n u i t y  of the 

c o u n s e l s .

P a t t i  A n n  P o l l e y  s t a te d t hat s he f i g u r e d  they w o u l d  sav e a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

$ 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  a y e a r  b y  c h o p p i n g  the n u m b e r  of e l e c t i o n s  that t hey w o u l d  

h a v e  to h a v e  i n  half. T h e  c o s t  of b a l l o t s  w a s  d is cus sed .

O r a l  F r e e m a n  m o v e d  to p as s  the b i l l  out.

C h a i r m a n  C o t t e n  s t a t e d  that H B  493 w a s  g o i n g  to b e  p o s tp o n e d  b e c a u s e  the 

s p o n s o r  a s k e d  to h a v e  it held.

M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  at 1 0 : 0 0  am



T i t l e :  j^ct Relating to the.-Ele c t i on of M u n icipal Officials"
Requestea by:__G overnor's Office_________________Date: 1 / 5 / 7 F_________
Return Date Requested: 1 / 9 / 7 6 ______________________________________________
Agency: C o m m u n i t y  & Regional A f f a i r s P r o g r a m : D e v e l o p m e n t_________

B i l l  N o .  :    '

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected: None

A. E X P E N D I T U R E S : (Thousands of dollars)

OBJECT FY 76 FY 77 FY 78 FY 79 FY 80 FY 81
100 PERSONAL SERVICES Pf
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
^00 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.

TOTAL
0

B. FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

C. POSITIONS:

PERM a NENT/TEMPOPARY / 1 / 1 / / | / /
MAN MONTHS (P./T.) ./ 1 / 1 / / 1 / /

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

IV. ATTACHMENTS

PREPARED BY:

O r i g i n a l : 
c c :

Legislative Finance 
Budget and Management
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

P a l m e r - M c C a r t e r . Director'"" 
L ocal G o v e r n m e n t  A s ---assistance
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