
FISCAL NOTE 

Second Session - Ninth Legislature

REQUEST
Dill N o . _________________________________________
Title: Number of Superior Court Judges

HCS for S.B. 670

Requested by: Legislative Finance
Return Date Requested:________
Agency: A l a ska Court System

D ate :

Pr o g r a m :_

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected: A laska Court System

A. EXPENDITURES:' (Thousands of dollars)

OBJECT FY 76 FY 77 FY 78 FY 79 FY 80 FY 81
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 95.9 ..9.5-9 95.9 95.9
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL 2.0 2.0 2..JL 2.0 2.0
400 COMMODITIES . . .  1 . 0 .1.0 1.. Q . ___1.0 1.0
500 EQUIPMENT 37. C600 LAND & STRUCTURES 52.0
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.

TOTAL
187.9 98.9 98.9 98.9 98.9

B. FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)

GENERAL FUND 187.9 98.9 98.9 98.9 98.9
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

C. POSITIONS:

PERMANENT/TEMPORARY / 1 3 / 1 3 / .1J L /  . 1.3/ _ 3 /
MAN MONTHS (P./T.) / _ 1 . / 1 7 1 / 1 ./.... /

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

House C o mmittee Substitute for Senate Eill 670 increases the number of 
S upe r i o r  Court judges in the state by two. The Superior Court judge 
posi t i o n  in Sitka wi l l  replace the existing D i s t r i c t  Court Judge 
posi t i o n  there. Therefore, the additional cost of this judgeship is 
the difference between the salary of Superior and District Court 
judges, or $ 7 , 500/year.

The Superior Court judge position in Fairbanks is a new position and 
w i l l  require the creation of three new per m a n e n t  positions - judge, 
secretary, and in-court clerk. The total p e rsonnel services cost 
of these positions is $ 8 8 , 4 0 0 / y e a r . These new positions will need

(see attached page)
IV. ATTACHMENTS

V. DATE: PREPARED BY

Original: Legislative Finance
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

H/S 50



F I S C A L  N O T E  

H C S  f o r  S . B .  670

f u r n i t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e s k s ,  c h a i r s ,  t y p e w r i t e r s ,  b o o k c a s e s ,  

f i l i n g  c a b i n e t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e  o n e - t i m e  

c o s t  o f  t h i s  e q u i p m e n t  i s  $ 8 , 0 0 0 .  A l s o ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 , 0 0 0 /  
y e a r  f o r  c o m m o d i t i e s  a n d  $ 2 , 0 0 0 / y e a r  f o r  c o n t r a c t u a l  e x p e n s e s  
(p h o n e ,  p o s t a g e ,  e q u i p m e n t  r e n t a l ,  e t c . )  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  3 n e w  p o s i t i o n s .

T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  n e e d  a n e w  c o u r t r o o m  i f  

h e  i s  t o  b e  u s e d  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y .  S i n c e  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  c o u r t  
b u i l d i n g  i s  b e i n g  r e m o d e l e d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  c o u r t r o o m  c a n  b e  i n c l u d e d  a t  a m i n i m u m  o f  e x p e n s e .  

T h e  m a j o r  e x p e n s e  i t e m s  w i l l  b e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a j u d g e ' s  

t e n c h ,  w i t n e s s  b o x ,  i n - c o u r t  c l e r k  a r e a  a n d  j u r y  b o x ,  p l u s  
e l e c t r i c a l  a n d  v e n t i l a t i o n  c h a n g e s  a n d  c a r p e t i n g ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  

w o u l d  c o s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 2 , 0 0 0 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s t r u c t u a l  
c h a n g e s  o r  a d d i t i o n s ,  t h e  c o u r t r o o m  m u s t  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  s p e c t a t o r  
s e a t i n g ,  j u r y  s e a t i n g ,  c o u n s e l  t a b l e s  a n d  c h a i r s ,  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  

e q u i p m e n t .  T h i s  e q u i p m e n t  e x p e n s e  w i l l  t o t a l  $ 2 9 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  
r e m o d e l i n g  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  e x p e n s e  i t e m s  a r e  o n e - t i m e  c o s t s  a n d  d o  

n o t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  o n g o i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y .



L E T T E R  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  I N T E N T

Re: Senate B i l l  670— r e la t in g  to  the  number o f  s u p e r io r  c o u rt  ju d g e s

T h e  c a p t i o n e d  b i l l  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
j u d g e s  in o u r  s t a t e  f r o m  17 to 18. F o u r  o f  t h o s e  j u d g e s ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  3, w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  t'o t h e  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t .

We a r e  a d v i s e d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h a t  if t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e ­
c o m e s  lav;, t h e  n e w  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  b e  s t a t i o n e d  p e r m ­
a n e n t l y  in S i t k a .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  a s s u r e d  t h a t  n o  n e w  j u d g e  w i l l  
b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  b e n c h  in t h a t  c i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  
a v a c a n c y  n o w  e x i s t s  w h i c h  is b e i n g  f i l l e d  as o f  t h i s  d a t e  on a 

t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s .

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t ,  

a n d  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  c a s e  l o a d  o f  b o t h  

c o u r t s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

Senal
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e



F R O M  S E N A T E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

MEMO F eb rua ry  19 5 1976

T O S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

R E S B  6 7 0  - i n f o r m a l  f i s c a l  n o t e

T h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e ' s  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  t r a n s m i t t e d  

h e r e w i t h  s p e l l s  o u t  t h e  c o u r t ' s  g a m e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  

b e n c h  in S i t k a .

T h e  c o u r t  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in a n n u a l  s a l a r y  b e t w e e n  
a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  a d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e  a m o u n t s  to j u s t  
a b o u t  $ 7 0 0 0 .  I f  w e  h a v e  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  s t a t i o n e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  

in S i t k a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ ^ 5 0 0  a y e a r  w i l l  b e  s a v e d  in t r a v e l  e x p e n s e

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t o t a l  a p p r o x i m a t e  c o s t  o f  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

w i l l  a m o u n t  to s o m e  $ 2 5 0 0 .

It is i m p o s s i b l e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  to p l a c e  a d o l l a r  a m o u n t  o n  t h e  

v a l u e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  S i t k a  r e s i d e n t s ,  w h o  q u i t e  
f r e q u e n t l y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  j u d g e .

W e  b e l i e v e  the b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  m o r e  t h a n  o u t w e i g h  
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a d d e d  cos t .

R H Z / p k z



THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA
FISCAL NOTE

S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  - N i n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e

I. R E Q U E S T
B i l l  No. S.B. 670 ___________________________________________________
T i t l e :  Number of Superior Court Judges________________________________

R e q u e s t e d  by : Senate Finance Company__________________ D a t e  : 2/20/76

R e t u r n  D a t e  R e q u e s t e d : _________________________________________________
A g e n c y : Alaska Court System_________________ P r o g r a m :__________________

II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L
B u d g e t  R e q u e s t  U n i t ( s )  A f f e c t e d :  Alaska Court System

A. E X P E N D I T U R E S :' ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s )

O B J E C T F Y  76 F Y  77 F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5
200 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L
400 C O M M O D I T I E S
500 E Q U I P M E N T
6 0 0 L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
700 G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S ,  ETC.

T O T A L
7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5

B. F U N D I N G : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s )

G E N E R A L  F U N D 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5

F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R

C. P O S I T I O N S :

P E R M A N E N T / T E M P O R A R Y / / / / / /

M A N  M O N T H S  ( P . / T . ) / / / / / /

III. A N A L Y S I S  ( S e e  F i s c a l  N o t e  P r e p a r a t i o n  I n s t r u c t i o n s , -  S e c t i o n  III)

Senate Bill 670 increases the number of Superior Court judges in the state frcm 
seventeen to eighteen. The additional Superior Court judge will replace the 
existing district court judges position in Sitka. Therefore, the only additional 
funds required are the difference between the salary of Superior Court and District 
Court judges.

IV. A T T A C’.MENTS

V. DATE:

O r i g i n a l : 
c c :

2/20/76 _ P R E P A R E D  BY: Richard P. Rarripr.

L e g is la t iv e  F inance
Budget and Management
Prime Sponsor ( F i r s t  L e g is la t o r  Named)

H/S 50



MEMO Feb rua ry  19> 1976

F R O M S E N A T E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

T O S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

R E S B  6 7 0  - I n f o r m a l  f i s c a l  n o t e

T h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e ’s l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  t r a n s m i t t e d  

h e r e w i t h  s p e l l s  o u t  t h e  c o u r t ' s  g a m e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
b e n c h  in S i t k a .

T h e  c o u r t  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  b e t w e e n  
a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  a d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e  a m o u n t s  to j u s t  
a b o u t  $ 7 0 0 0 .  If w e  h a v e  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  s t a t i o n e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  
in S i t k a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ ^ 5 0 0  a y e a r  w i l l  b e  s a v e d  in t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t o t a l  a p p r o x i m a t e  c o s t  o f  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

w i l l  a m o u n t  to s o m e  $ 2 5 0 0 .

It is i m p o s s i b l e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  to p l a c e  a d o l l a r  a m o u n t  o n  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  S i t k a  r e s i d e n t s ,  w h o  q u i t e  
f r e q u e n t l y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  j u d g e .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  m o r e  t h a n  o u t w e i g h  
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a d d e d  cos t .

R H Z / p k z



L E T T E R  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  I N T E N T

Re: S e n a t e  B i l l  6 7 0 — r e l a t i n g  to t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s

T h e  c a p t i o n e d  b i l l  v/ould i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
j u d g e s  in o u r  s t a t e  f r o m  17 to 13. F o u r  o f  t h o s e  j u d g e s ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  3, w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t .

We a r e  a d v i s e d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h a t  if t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e ­
c o m e s  law, t h e  n e w  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  be s t a t i o n e d  p e r m ­
a n e n t l y  in S i t k a .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  a s s u r e d  t h a t  no n e w  j u d g e  w i l l  
b e  a p p o i n t e d  to t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  b e n c h  in t h a t  c i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  
a v a c a n c y  n o w  e x i s t s  w h i c h  is b e i n g  f i l l e d  a s  o f  t h i s  d a t e  on a 

t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s .

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t ,  
a n d  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  c a s e  l o a d  o f  b o t h  

co u r t s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e
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Introduced: 2/17/76
Referred: Judiciary and

Finance

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

SENATE BIL L  NO. 670 

IN THE L E G I S LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the number of superior court

judges; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY T HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

# Section 1. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.120. N UMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists of 

18 [173 judges, four [THREE] of wh o m  shall be judges in the first j u d i­

cial district, one of w h o m  shall be judge in the second judicial d i s­

trict, ten of who m  shall be judges in the third judicial district, and 

three of who m  shall be judges in the fourth judicial district. At the 

time of submitting the names of nominees to the governor to fill a 

vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall also 

designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.-

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO. 670 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINTH L EGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act rela t i n g  to the number of superior court

judges; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.120. NUMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists of 

18 [17] judges, four [THREE] of whom shall be judges in the first j u d i­

cial district, one of who m  shall be judge in the second judicial d i s­

trict, ten of w h o m  shall be judges in the third judicial district, and 

three of w h o m  shall be judges in the fourth judicial district. At the 

time of submitting the names of nominees to the governor to fill a 

vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall also 

designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect Immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.-

0 7 0 ( c ) .

- 1 -
SB 670



T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  ______________________________

relatiru; t o  the- n-xvaoev o T  s u p e r i o r  court, j u d g a s­

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A  M a j o r  i t y o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e

( x) r e c o m m e n d s  it DO  P A S S
r "

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it D O  N O T  P A S S

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it D O  P A S S  W I T H  A T T A C H E D  A M E N D M E N T ( S)

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it BE  R E P L A C E D  W I T H  C S  F O R _____________________A N D  T H A T

C S  F O R  ____________________  D O  P A S S

( ) " a n d "  r e c o m m e n d s  it BE R E F E R R E D  T O  T H E  ______________________________

C O M M I T T E E

( ) r e p o r t s  it b a c k  W I T H O U T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

( ) " o t h e r "

M e m b e r s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y r e p o r t :

r t f  / C / t  J ) '________________________________________________

M e m b e r s  N O T  c o n c u r r i n g  in t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

_________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

_________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

_________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

_________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

r e c om m en d  s :

------------------------ C h a i r m a n

■ i.i.romi.n-----         -..re



MEMO F eb ru a ry  1 9 } 1976

F R O M S E N A T E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

T O S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

R E S B  6 7 0  - i n f o r m a l  f i s c a l  n o t e

T h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e ' s  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  t r a n s m i t t e d  

h e r e w i t h  s p e l l s  o u t  t h e  c o u r t ' s  g a m e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  

b e n c h  i n  S i t k a .

T h e  c o u r t  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in a n n u a l  s a l a r y  b e t w e e n  
a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  a d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e  a m o u n t s  t o  j u s t  
a b o u t  $ 7 0 0 0 .  I f  w e  h a v e  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  s t a t i o n e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  

in S i t k a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $*1500 a y e a r  w i l l  b e  s a v e d  i n  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t o t a l  a p p r o x i m a t e  c o s t  o f  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

w i l l  a m o u n t  t o  s o m e  $250-0.

It is i m p o s s i b l e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  to p l a c e  a d o l l a r  a m o u n t  on t h e  

v a l u e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o n v e n i e n c e  to S i t k a  r e s i d e n t s ,  w h o  q u i t e  

f r e q u e n t l y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  j u d g e .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  m o r e  t h a n  o u t w e i g h  

t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a d d e d  c o s t .

R H Z / p k z



L E T T E R  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  I N T E N T

Re: S e n a t e  B i l l  ^ 7 0 — r e l a t i n g  to t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s

T h e  c a p t i o n e d  b i l l  v/ould i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  

j u d g e s  in o u r  s t a t e  f r o m  17 to 13. F o u r  o f  t h o s e  j u d g e s ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  3, w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  to t h e  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t .

V/e a r e  a d v i s e d  b y  the. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h a t  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e ­
c o m e s  la w ,  t h e  n e w  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  b e  s t a t i o n e d  p e r m ­

a n e n t l y  i n  S i t k a .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  a s s u r e d  t h a t  n o  n e w  j u d g e  w i l l  
b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  b e n c h  in t h a t  c i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  
a v a c a n c y  n o w  e x i s t s  w h i c h  is b e i n g  f i l l e d  as o f  t h i s  d a t e  on a 

t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s .

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t ,  

a n d  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  c a s e  l o a d  o f  b o t h  

c o u r t s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

I V l t v - . £ •
S e n a t o r  R o b e r t ^ .  Z ^ e g l e i’, Sr.

C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e
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