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M E M O R A N D U M

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
STATE OF ALASKA

POUCH Y-STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

TO: James Fennel
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e

date: Feb. 19, 1979

FROM: J o h n  M ; t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r SUBJECT: F i s c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n

r e  SE 27

I n  r e p l y  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

SB 2 7 ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p e r t i n e n t :

SB 2 7 ,  a s  w r i t t e n  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  s h i p  5 0 0  

p o u n d s  o f  a i r  f r e i g h t  w o u l d  c o s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0 ,  b a s e d  

on  t h e  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i f  a l l  s i x t y  

s h i p p e d  t h e  m a x im u m  a l l o w a b l e  f r e i g h t .  I  w o u l d  i m a g i n e  t h a t  

w o u l d  o r d i n a r i l y  n o t  b e  t h e  c a s e .  T h e  m a x im u m  a m o u n t  w o u l d  
v a r y  s l i g h t l y  f r o m  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e p e n d i n g  on  

t h e  home l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  m e m b e r s .

U n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w ,  t h e  c o s t  p e r  y e a r  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$ 3 , 0 0 0 .  H o w e v e r ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  

r e a s o n  f o r  c h a n g i n g  t h e  l a w  i s  t h a t  t h e  a i r  l i n e s  h a v e  n o t  
b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  o n  a n  e x c e s s  b a g g a g e  s y s t e m  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
a n d  t h i s  h a s  c a u s e d  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  n i g h t m a r e  . i n  t h a t  t h e  

f i s c a l  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  w a y  t h e  l a w  now  s t a n d s ,  h a s  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
w h a t  t h e  e x c e s s  b a g g a g e  a l l o w a n c e  w as  b e t w e e n  tw o  p o i n t s  a t  a 

t i m e  d i s t a n t  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t .  I f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w as  t o  l o w e r  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p o u n d s  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h i s  w o u l d  o f  c o u r s e  l o w e r  t h e  

c o s t  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e  
a l l o w a b l e  a m o u n t  was  l o w e r e d  t o  100  p o u n d s ,  a  l e g i s l a t o r  w o u l d  

b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s h i p  m o r e  t h a n  u n d e r  t h e  o u t d a t e d  s y s t e m  a n d  
t h e  m a x im u m  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  t h e  same ( $ 2 , 6 6 6 ) .

A g a i n ,  t h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  l a w  i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  a i r l i n e s ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m i g h t  d e c i d e  a. s u i t a b l e  

p o u n d a g e  l i m i t  t o  b e .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  b i l l ,  p l e a s e

d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l .

J M E :h g



M E M O R A N D U M

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
STATE OF ALASKA

TO: James Fennel
Legislative Finance

POUCH Y-STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

date: Feb. 19, 1975

FROM: John M.^lilliott, Executive Director SUBJECT: Fiscal Information
' re SB 27

In reply to your inquiry regarding the fiscal implicatio ns of 
SB 27, the following information is pertinent:

SB 27, as written to provide for legislators to ship 500 
pounds of air freight would cost approximately $13,000, based 
on the current membership  of the legislature if all sixty 
shipped the maximum allowable freight. I would imagine that 
would ordinarily not be the case. The m a x i m u m  amount would 
vary slightly from legislature to legislature d e p e n ding on 
the home locations of the rural members.

Under the present lav;, the cost per year is approximatel y
$3,000. However, I would like to stress that the primary 
reason for changing the lav; is that the air lines have not 
been operating on an excess baggage system for several years 
and this has caused an administrative nightmare in that the 
fiscal officer, the way the law now stands, has to figure out 
what the excess baggage allowance was between two points at a 
time distant from the present. If the committee was to lower 
the number of pounds permitted, this would of course lower the 
cost correspondingly. It should be noted that even if the 
allowable amount was lowered to 100 pounds, a legislator would 
be permitted to ship more than under the outdated system and 
the maximum would be about the same ($2,666).

Again, the main objective of this legislation is to bring 
the law into conformity with present practices of the airlines, 
regardless of what the legislature might decide a suitable 
poundage limit to be.

If you have any further questions regarding this bill, please
do not hesitate to call.

J M E : h g



I

Original sponsor: Rules Committee by
request of the Legislative Council

Offered: 5/20/75
Referred: Rules

I N  T H E  S E N A T E BY  T H E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E

CS FO R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 27

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N IN T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S IO N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l l o w a n c e  o f

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1 .  AS  2 4 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  2 4 . 1 5 . 0 5 0 .  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  A LLO W AN CE . E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  o n e  r o u n d - t r i p  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a r e  

n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  f i r s t - c l a s s  a i r l i n e  f a r e  f r o m  h i s  p l a c e  o f  

r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  o r  a p p o i n t e d  t o  

t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a t t e n d i n g  r e g u l a r ,  r e c o n v e n e d  r e g u l a r ,  o r  

s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  E a c h  m e m b e r  r e c e i v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n  f a r e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a n  [A  BAGGAGE] a l l o w a n c e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  

c o s t  o f  100 p o u n d s  a i r  f r e i g h t  [ E X C E S S  BAGGAGE BY A I R ]  e a c h  way u p o n  

s u b m i s s i o n  o f  p r o p e r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  b a g g a g e  s h i p m e n t

* S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 .

l e g i s l a t o r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M IT T E E  B Y  R E Q U E S T
IN  T H E  S E N A T E  OF T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C IL

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 27 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N IN T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S IO N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l l o w a n c e  o f

l e g i s l a t o r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 2 4 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  2 4 . 1 5 . 0 5 0 .  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  ALLOV/ANCE. E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  o n e  r o u n d - t r i p  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a r e  

n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  f i r s t - c l a s s  a i r l i n e  f a r e  f r o m  h i s  p l a c e  o f  

r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  o r  a p p o i n t e d  t o  

t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a t t e n d i n g  r e g u l a r ,  r e c o n v e n e d  r e g u l a r ,  o r  

s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  E a c h  m e m b e r  r e c e i v i n g  t r a n s ^ j r t a -  

t i o n  f a r e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a j i  [A  BAG G AG E] a l l o w a n c e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  

c o s t  o f  500 [ 1 0 0 ]  p o u n d s  a i r  f r e i g h t  [ E X C E S S  BAGGAGE B Y  A I R ]  e a c h  way 

u p o n  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  p r o p e r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  a i r  f r e i g h t  

[BA G G A G E] s h i p m e n t .

* S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  o n  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 5 .

- 1 - SB 27
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