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IN THE HOUSE

Introduced: Jl/30/75
Referred: Finance

BY B R O W N ,A N D E R S O N ,B O W M A N ,B R A D L E Y , 
B R A D N E R ,C O T T E N ,C O W P E R ,D A V I S ,D U N C A N , 
G A R D I N E R ,G R U E N I N G ,G U Y ,H U N T I N G T O N ,
I T T A ,M C K I N N O N ,M A L O N E ,M I L L E R ,H A U G H T O N , 
OSE,OSTERBACK,OSTROSKY,PARKER,PARR, 
SULLIVAN,SWANSON AND WALLIS

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 60 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the telecommunications policy 

of the state.

BE IT RESOLVED BY T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the communications needs of the state have never been adequately 

met because of the large extent and size of the state, the engineering and 

technical problems Inherent in development of an adequate system under the 

previous state of the art; and

WHEREAS communications planning and policy are of vital and continuing 

Interest to the public of the state, affecting the lives and personal welfare 

of the citizens at all levels of activity, in both urban and rural areas; 

and

WHEREAS recent technological advances have rendered feasible improvements 

in Alaska's communications network not previously available; and

V/HEREAS chief among those advances has been the development of a nighly 

sophisticated and practical applied science relating to the use of synchronous 

orbit communications satellites in conjunction with earthbound transmitting 

and r e ceiving stations; and

WHEREAS the longllnes long distance telephone carrier has recently 

proposed methods of serving the long-term communications n *eds of the state 

applying this advanced technology; and

WHEREAS both the state and federal governments are likely to be the 

major telecommunications users and customers in any expanded statewide com­

munications network; and

V/HEREAS the method of development and construction of a statewide syster 

of satellite earth stations will determine the quality of future communlcatior
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n Alaska for the next several decades; and

V/HEREAS the State of Alaska has been investigating several alternative 

ethods of assuring the protection of the public interest and the continued 

ffective participation of the state in the long-range planning that will 

overn that development; and

V/HEREAS one alternative would provide that procurement, construction, 

wnership and operation of satellite earth stations be entirely accomplished 

y the private longlines carrier with the state acting in an advisory capacity 

nder terms of a contract of questionable enforceability; and

V/HEREAS one other alternative would provide that procurement, construc- 

ion and ownership be accomplished by the state, p r oviding the state with 

ermanent proprietary participation in telecommunications plan n i n g  and policy; 

nd

V/HEREASfwhile the Legislature of the State of Alaska does not wish the 

tate to become extensively involved in the operations of the state's tele- 

oinmunications network, it does find state ownership necessary and in the 

ublic Interest;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislature of the State of Alaska that the 

overnor is strongly urged to expeditiously proceed with the steps necessary

o facilitate acquisition and installation of satellite earth stations in
\

umbers and according to specifications that have already been determined by 

he Governor's Office of Telecommunications in consultation with the lcng- 

ines carrier.
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