"An Act: making a Specijal approprlatlon to Robert A. Berry end Jean Berry to
reimburse them the ysjye .of personal posbeuslons lost In 'the Nondaiton school

fire: erf. date!™
COMMITTEE REPORT
Date
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recommends it DO PASS WITH ATTACHED AMENDMENT (S)
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DO PASS
and” recommends it BE REFERRED TO THE
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Members signing the Major ity report
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Introduced: 5/18/76
Referred: Finance

BY THE RESOURCES
IN THE HOUSE COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

HOUSE BILL mo. 933
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled:"An Act making a special appropriation to Robert A.
Berry and Jean Berry to reimburse them the value of
personal possessions lost in the Nondalton school fire;
and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. The sum of $5,702.65 1is appropriated from the general fund
to Robert A. Berry and Jean Berry of Port Heiden to reimburse them the cost

of replacing personal pruperty lost in the fire which destroyed the Nondalton
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school and teachers residence in August, 197"e

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1976.
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WILLIAM A 10AM. G3VIRHOC

ALASKA SmE-«IlI *EHATIi» St f1100L SYSTES31

650 mnmi ICNAL AIRPORT ROA]
AHCHORAGi 93502

fay 5, 1976

Robert A, Berry
Port Heiden School
Port Heiden, Alaska 99549

Honi Nels Anderson
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear tlr. Anderson*

J'y wife and | are residents of Port Heiden, Alaska, During
the last three years we have taught for State Operated School
System and Alaska Unorganized School D istrict, We have taught
at Port Heiden for the school years 1975~76 and 1974-75,

During the school year 197>-74 we were teachers at Nondalton
School where we lived in teachers' quarters located in the main
school buildingj which we rented from the state,

- wki - - —e

. - As you know the school building in Nondalton was to tally
destroyed by fire in August, 1974, At that time we were planning
to return to Nondalton to teach for the year 1974-75, | continued
renting the teachers' quarters in the school building over the
summer so | could continue to store our belongings.there w hile my
w ife and | attended teacher workshops in Anchorage. I was told

by the Principal-Teacher, Fred Anderson, that I did not have to )
rent the apartment in summertime to leave my things there*, but | -
did so anyway to have free access and use of the apartment”

As we expected to return to l'ondalton we le ft the. bulk of ! 1
our possessions in the teachers quarters, taking to Anchorage %
only*necessities which we could easily'carry on an air taxi. We «  if/
had to replace our belongings at our own expense since the state
carried only #lo0,000 dec.uctable insurance, on state property-only,

-
I contacted o fficials with State Operated Schools, Dept,

of A .~-~ a+ration, and Lyn Laughy, r.y Regional Superintendent,

The answers | got were essentially the samej that since the teachers'

quarters Y/ere not'insured for personal loss, we could not receive

reim bursement.'/*"". "' ' vV,

1T . . . -



Last sumner | spoke v;ith Bob Palmer and Sue Green at Governor

Hammond®s o ffice . They studied My cCase and wrote me the enclosed
reply.

I have talked with John Christensen of Port Heiden and Boris
Kosbruk of Perryville, Eoth recommended that | contact you as my
legislator to seek reimbursement by a special appropriation.

| do not have at hand an inventory of my fire Jloss but am
asking that a photostatic copy be sent to you from David Jackson
(C.P.A.) Anchorage. This is the identical claim which | filed as

casualty loss for Federal Income Tax for the year of 1974.

I w ill be happy to provide further documentation on my lo ss
if you feel that you*might be able to help pje/gain relie f.
t

Hoping to hear from you.

Robert and Jean Berry

Enclosures
RB/jb



IYtobor 3, 1175

Mr. Kcoert Berry - » .
General Delivery 5
Point Hayden, Alaska .
« - .. , - L
Dear Dob: [ .

On your toother®s i:jquiry through Mike Whitehead, 1 learped that in—
advertently my brief letter written to you several weeks ago did not get
sent havesuspicion it.was-ono-oi.the letters on z- tape which -
mistakenly was:-reused before sending tb iay beerstairy--at "any rate, sc

much for the bureaucratice excuse, and please do-accept ny-apologies.
r

= . /
I have reW"ewedwith.various sources of information and authority thb.
possibilities of any coverage for your approximately $6,G0p loss of
personal property in the Nondaltcn fire.” |It,does not appear at thisl
point, that, there is an administrative effort that can be taken with
adequate justification: Fran Ulmer, Legislative Assistant to Governor
Haaniond, and 1 have discussed your case and reoonaend that you proceed
as follows:" (1) collect the information which you say you had on
hand - inventory and estimation of value, suanary details of the situation
as. it existed then, and surtnar/ details of the steps you have taken for
reviewing possible avenues for reimbursement;- (2) seek the assistance
of ono cf your area legislators - possibly Representative- Nels Andersen
who h;i* continued concern about all circumstances surrounding the*
Nondalton fire - and ask that;a bill be introduced on your behalf.

The reason that we are suggesting that you pursue it with a legislator
rather than through our office, a step which could be taken if necessary,
is-that, frankly speaking, there is an unwritten understanding among
legislators to assist cue another when similar requests are made. |In a
session with the bi-party representation between the: Administration and
the Legislature* the possibilities of the Legislature passing the bill
ird making an appropriation Would be enhanced by ycur working directiv
with legislators.

% #
Certianly, if you can secure, that assistance we would be" happy to lend

np.v support necessary frot-this cifice. Your Iriss has undoubtedly
created a hardship fo ycur. These of us who are Familiar with your case
<re certainly eager tc help you find relief. Please do not hesitate to
contact me or Tran Ulncr if you need assistance.

Fest wishes to you .and | hope your year at Point Hayden 1is proving
enicvable.

Sincerely,



M-00iS wee;. o573 T

M EMORANDUM State of Alaska

TO: DATE:

mm 17 vas ecsscsaa

FILE NO:
TELEPHONE NO:

FROM: SUBJECT:

99576

B® advised that tim Ktoa&aitca School htraco van destroyed
by fir® ia Axtgnst, 1975, xtt& that t!» personal possessions of
Bob and J«®» Barry vara destroyed ia this fir*. Their loss
iaoloded alzsost all of their personal clothing, banting and
sporting equipment, library, etc. 1 voeld ostisat®O that thair
loss vonld be a xniaiskOi of $6,000 valna.

W j s



TO FROM JA. BURNETT

Mr Nels Anderson CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Alaska House of Representatives 429 D STREET  SUITE 202

Pouch V ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

Juneau, Alaska 99811 TELEPHONE (907) 277-7422
susJecTt tr & Mrs Robert Berrys®" Casualty Loss naTF May 10. 1976

Dear Mr Anderson;

Enclosed are copies of Mr Robert Berrys®™ 1974 Fire Loss incurred at the Porir-tteiden
School fire. Mr Berry requested that our office forward these copies on to your
attention. Also, you will notice that there is a recap of the total loss. Please
disregard the $100 limitation on the recap this was included for Federal and State
Income Tax purposes only. Their total estimated loss was $5,707.65. | hope that

this will be all that you might require if not please do not hesitate to contact
our office.

New address: 2631 Minnesota Drive, Suite #5, Anchorage, Alaska 99503

By J - Dave Jackson

REPLY DATE

By

KEEP ORIGINAL FOR YOUR FILE, RETURN SECOND COPY TO J. A, BURNETT WITH YOUR REPLY.
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