
"An Act m a k i n g  a s n n e i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to thn O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r ,
Al a s k a  S t a t e  f o u n d  1 on the (■ rta, for t h e a t r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s
! n a outhrant. fi 3 as ka * e , d .!l

... -  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

U / i n / f r ;  H O U S E

, / I
M r . S p e a k e r :  D a t e

/

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  AM h a s  h a d  HP hi'j

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO P A S S

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO N O T  P A S S

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO P A S S  W I T H  A T T A C H E D  A M E N D M E N T ( S )

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  BE  R E P L A C E D  W I T H  CS  FOR__ ______________  A ND  T H A T

C S  F O R ______________________ DO P A S S

( ) " a n d "  r e c o m m e n d s  i t  BE R E F E R R E D  T O  T H E  ____________________________

C O M M I T T E E

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  W I T H O U T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

( ) " o t h e r "

M e m b e r s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

e r ,.

M e m b e r s  NO T  c o n c u r r i n g  i n t h e  Ma j  o  r i t y  r e p o r t :

r e c o m m e n d  s :
1 .i

r e c o m m e n d  s :
>? re. f l _ .  ■** f

A  / /

f  r- ,  ■{ r e c o m m e n d  s : /-} f  ' sj* •* l, , j
;

r e c o m m e n d  s :

r e c o m m e n d s  :

C h a  i r ma  n
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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 5 / 75
R e ferred: S t a t e  A f f a i r s  and 
F i n a n c e

BY D U N C A N ,E L I A S O N ,F R E E M A N ,
!N T H E  H O U S E  G A R D I N E R , H A U G E N  A N D  M I L L E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 344

IN T H E  LEGISLAi U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N I N T H  LEOX! L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

'or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the O f f i c e  o f

the G o v e r n o r ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  on the Arts, for 

t h e a t r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  in s o u t h e a s t  Al a s k a ;  and 

p r o v i d i n g  f or  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

IE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. Th e  su m  of $ 6 8 , 5 5 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f und to 

he O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  on the Arts, for t h e a t r e  

e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  R e g i o n a l  Arts 

:ouncil in J u n e a u , K e t c h i k a n ,  Sitka, H a i n es ,  S k a gway, P e t e r s b u r g ,  and C o r d o v a  

M Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  i, 1975.



PROJECT CH ANT  APPLICATION 

N A T IO NA L r.NOOtVMCNT TOn THE A flTS  

W ASH IN GTO N , D . C. 20S00

I . APPLICANT O RG AN IZAT IO N  

( f u m e  and a t ld rcu  willi Jlpl

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  R e g i o n a l  
A r t s  Co unci]., Inc.
P.O. B o x  6?0 

Sitka, AK., 9 9 3 3 5
I I , PROGRAM UNDER. WHICH SurrOHT.IS III.OULSTCCH 

Ljui ! >i 11 11 W  V' vdJ ! ' 1 1  11 /

.n
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/

III. I’CRIOD or SUI’I'OHT he ou cs t e d

START O c t . .

MOUTH

1 9 7 5  e n d  J u n e  J 0 _  1 9 7 6

YCAn MONTH DAY Y f A ll

IV . SU M M A ilY  OF PHOJCCT DC^CMIPTION i r r iM r t n r  in  RCACC r im v io r n . nn  not  c oN iiN u r  on ADotuoNAv rAOt*;.! . . .
The r e q u e s t  is Tor a T n e a c r c  Jcvolopnlcttt P r o g r a m ,  n p r e l i m i n a r y  s u r v e y  by 
T h e a t r e  C o n s u l t a n t  E l d o n  E l d e r  i n d i c a t e s  the l a c k  of s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  in t) 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  The C o u n c i l  p l a n s  to h i r e  a T h e a t r e  C o n s u l t a n t ,  
w h o , w i t h  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w o u l d  p r o p o s e  T h e a t r e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  S u c h  p l a n n i n g  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  arts 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  as m a n y  elc 
m c n t s  of the c o m m u n i t i e s  as p o s s i b l e  in o r d e r  t h a t  the f i n a l  p r o j e c t  r e­
f l e c t s  b r o a d  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t  a n d  i n v o l v e s  the t o t a l  c o m m u n i t y  in actior 
f or the arts. The p r o g r a m  w o u l d :  a s s e s s  the l o n g  t e r m  n e e d s  f o r  such f a c i­
li t i e s  a n d  w o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  b e s t  to m e e t  t h o s e  n e e d s ;  o u t l i n e  the g e n­
era l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  b e s t  f a c i l i t y  
for e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  ( s e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  v i s u a l  a r t s  s p a c e s  
in t h e - . f a c i l i t y ) ; o u t l i n e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t i e s  - s t a g e  size, a u d i t o r i u m  
size, a n d  s u p p o r t  spaces, a n d  e s t i m a t e  the cost; f i n a l l y  the p r o g r a m  w o u l d  
r e c o m m e n d  a c t i o n  f o r  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y .  The c o m m u n i t i e s  w o u l d  t h e n  be p r e p a r e d  
t o ^ g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s  f o r  f u n d i n g  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  or  r e ­
n o v a t i o n  of s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s .  The T h e a t r e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m  is an e s s e n -  
t i t a l  p h a s e  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  in A l a s k a .  It s h o u l d  
s p a r k  s i m i l a r  p l a n n i n g  in o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  the state. F i n a l l y ,  the d e v e l o p­
me n t  of s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a r t s  p r o­
g r a m m i n g  in A l a s k a .

V . ESTIMATED NUMBER OP PERSONS EX rtC T EO  TO OCNPFIT PROM TH IS  PROJECT

V I. SUM MARY OF ESTIMATED COSTS (RECAPITULATION OF DUOGCT ITEMS ON PAGES 2 AND 31

A . D IRECT COSTS

SALARIES U WAGES 

TR INGE BENEFITS 

SUPPLIES D M ATER IALS  

TRAVEL

SPCCIAL •

OTHER

TOTAL COSTS OF PROJECT 

(rounded to ncareil ten d u lla n l

0 gn d a rt s u p p l i e s, m  od e 1 s , &
^rarlU'poftation <1 s u b s i s t e n c e

C o n t r a c t u a l  s e r v i c e s

TOTAL D IR EC T  COSTS

B. IND IREC T  COSTS

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS

1 3 ,poo

1 1 3 , 0 0 0

1 3 7 , 2 0 0

V II . TOTAL AM OUNT REQUESTED FROM NEA

=J=f==]^37=r=30 0 =

V I I I .  O n G A N lZ A l ION TOTAL I ISCAL AC T IV ITY  ACT. MOST RECENT FISCAL PO.

A . EXPENSES 1 . t  5 7 , . 7 - 1 0 ___________________________

U. REVENUES GRANTS h  CO NT IIIIIUT IO NS ______________1 . S _ J j7 - - t  7 - 1 0 ___________________________

c s t . r u n  n e x t  r is c a l  p o .

?. * J L 0 7 . f . 6 , K0 .________________

7. $ _ L 0 y . , . 6 ! l  0 ________________

DO NOT W H ITE  IN  TINS SI'ACL

CmI. of prior 
yta

lOVOil

crs $ Audit Report



A t t a c h m e n t  B - P r o j e c t e d  B u d g e t  - T h e a t r e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t  

P r o j e c t e d  E x p e n s e d  

C o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e s :

1 T h e a t r e  C o n s u l t a n t  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  (3/i(- of y e a r )
2 S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t s  _ Af-2,500 ( f u l l - t i m e )
S e c r e t a r i a l ,  B o o k k e e p i n g ,  A c c o u n t i n g
S e r v i c e s  0 , 5 0 0
V i s u a l  p r o j e c t i o n s  of  p r o p o s e d
p r o j e c t s  ( s u b c o n t r a c t e d  ~ tv/o p e r s o n s ) 2 0 , 0 0 0  (1 / 2  time)

$ 101,000

O f f i c e  r e n t a l ,  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  m a t e r i a l s :

O f f i c e  s u p p l i e s ,  a r t  s u p p l i e s ,
m o d e l s
p o s t a g e
t e l e p h o n e
p r i n t i n g  o f  p r o g r a m s  (reports) 
O f f i c e  rental: N e w  Y o r k  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ,  
A l a s k a :  $ 3 , 0 0 0

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of p e r s o n n e l  
7 t r i p s  NYC to S E  A l a s k a  
5 t r i p s  S e a t t l e  to SE A l a s k a

S u b s i s t e n c e
3 t r a v e l l e r s ;  200 d a y s  a t  $ 3 5

T o t a l  c a s h  e x p e n s e s :

A n t i c i p a t e d  s o u r c e s  of income:

S t a t e  of A l a s k a  (via line i t e m  
a d d i t i o n  to A S C A  b u d g e t )
N E A  C i t y  S p i r i t s  G r a n t  
C o m m u n i t y  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  
T o t a l  C a s h  A n t i c i p a t e d :

(art s u p p l i e s ,  m o d e l s  $ 2 ,5 0 0 ) 
5 , 5 0 0  ( o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s :$3 .0 0 0 )

5 0 0
1,000

11,000

5 . 0 0 0  
$  2 3 , 0 0 0

$  A , 9 0 0  
1 . 3 0 0  

$  6 , 2 0 0

$ 7 . 0 0 0

$ 1 3 7 , 2 0 0

$ 60,550 
3 5 , 0 0 0  

— 33j.65Q. 
$137,9-00



CORDOVA ARTS & PAGEANTS, LTD.
Dox 71 

Cordova, Ak . 99574

March 10, 1975

Jan Craddick, President 
Southeast Alaska Regional Arts Council 
P. 0, Box 673 
Sitka, Alaska 99335

Dear J a m

We, of the Cordova Arts <5: Pageants, Ltd., are interested in parti­
cipating in the Theater Planning project. The community certainly 
has the need since at present any production given must be in the 
local High School gymnasium.

One possibility for tho construction of this type of facility in 
Cordova may to in conjunction with tho Humanities Center in the new 
school which is presently being planned. The community at present 
has no theater or auditorium facility.

If this theater project were a part of tho school, it would be used 
by 500 to 600 students regularly and could also be used by the 
community for traveling, performing artists and for community pro­
ductions, In the past year, audiences have averaged between 500 to 
700 for Ice 'torn Festival, Talent Show, and school musical Christmas 
programs. Audiences for the traveling, performing artists have range 
from 5^0 students for each production plus 150 to 250 people from 
the community.

We, as a group, are certain that our audiences would increase if 
seating arrangements other than bleachers and folding chairs and 
proper acoustics were available. Everyone in the community really 
enjoyed the McLain Family Bluegrass Band but tho performance had to 
be presented between 10:30 and 12:00 P.M. after a school basket-ball 
tournament because the gymnasium was the only facility available. In 
spito of this, 250 people were in attendance,

Thank you for your letter and your interest at tho Conforenco and to 
our Suporintcndont of Schools,

VLlhvh

Vivian L, Hansen, Admin, Asc't, 
Cordova Arts & Pageants, Ltd,



F R O M :  E l d o n  E l d e r ,  T h e a t e r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t a n t  f o r  S A R A C  

R E :  C h i l k a t  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  A r t s

T h e  n e e d s  o f  H a i n e s  o r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  
S o u t h e a s t .  T h e  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  a r e  a l i v e  a n d  w e l l  i n  H a i n e s .  S i n c e  t h e  C h i l k a t  
C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  A r t s  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  t h e a t e r  p l a n t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  a n d  h a s  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e v e l o p e d  P r o g r a m s ,  t h e  n e e d  i s  f o r  a n  I m p r t  . e m e n t  P r o g r a m  a n d  
f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y .

A l t h o u g h  i t  m a y  b e ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  b e s t  f a c i l i t y  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e
a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  f u n d a m e n t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  p l a n n e d  a n d  u n d e r t a k e n  
a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  w o r k  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  s i n c e  t h e  C h i l k a t  
C e n t e r  i s  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  h o m e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  D r a m a  F e s t i v a l .  I t  i s  v i t a l  
i f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  t o  m e e t  t h e  g r o w i n g  n e e d s  o f  T o u r i s m  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  a n d  
t h e  P o r t  C h i l k o o t  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .

T h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  l i s t e n  o r d e r  o f  t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s :

. 1 . .  N e w h e a t i n g  s y s t e m .  R e d e s i g n  o r  r e p l a c e  t h e  h e a t i n g  a n d  a i r  h a n d l i n g
s y s t e m .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  i s  s o  n o i s y  i t  c a n n o t  b e  o p e r a t e d  d u r i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s .
F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  s o  i n e f f i c i e n t  t h a t  t h e  t h e a t e r  i s  r e n d e r e d  i n o p e r a t i v e  f o r  m o s t
o f  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s .

T h e  r e d e s i g n e d  s y s t e m  m u s t  b e  q u i e t .  I f  f o r c e d  a i r  i s  u s e d ,  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  r o o m  
f o r  t h e  h e a t  a n d  b l o w e r s  s h o u l d  b e  s o u n d  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a g e  a n d  a u d i t o r i u m .  
T h e  m a c h i n e r y  s h o u l d  b e  s h o c k  m o u n t e d .  T h e  a i r  s h o u l d  b e  l o w  v e l o c i t y  a n d  t h e  
d u c t  w o r k  s h o u l d  b e  i n s u l a t e d .  T h e  h o t  a i r  f u r n a c e  s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  
b a c k s t a g e  a r e a .

2 .  A d d i t i o n a l  s t a g e  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t y .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  w i n g  o f f - s t a g e  
r i g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  s t a g e  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  n e c e s s a r y  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  o f f - s t a g e
a r e a .  T h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  w i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  t h i s  t h e a t e r  m u s t  b e  a t o t a l l y
s e l f - c o n t a i n e d - p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t .  T h i s  w i n g  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e :

a .  S c e n e  s h o p  -  p a i n t  s h o p  a n d  o f f - s t a g e  s p a c e  e q u a l  t o  p r e s e n t  o n ­
s t a g e  s p a c e .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  b e  s o u n d  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  s t a g e  b y  a d o u b l e  s e t  
o f  o v e r h e a d  o r  s l i d i n g ,  f i r e - p r o o f  d o o r s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  p e r m i t  s e t t i n g s  t o  b e  
m o v e d  f r o m  s h o p  -  o f f - s t a g e  s p a c e  t o  o n - s t a g e .  T h i s  w o r k s h o p  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f l o o r  
s p a c e  a n d  h e i g h t  t o  a l l o w  f o r  m o u n t i n g  a f u l l  s t a g e  s e t t i n g .  I t  m u s t  b e  w e l l -  
l i g h t e d ,  w e l l - v e n t i l a t e d  a n d  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  p o w e r  t o o l s  a n d  h a n d - t o o l s  f o r  
f a b r i c a t i n g  a n d  p a i n t i n g  s c e n e r y .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s e c u r e  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  f o r  l u m ­
b e r  a n d  m a t e r i a l s ,  t o o l s ,  s u p p l i e s ,  p a i n t  a n d  p a i n t  e q u i p m e n t .

b .  A  p r o p e r t i e s  s h o p  a n d  c r a f t  w o r k s h o p  t o  i n c l u d e  w o r k  b e n c h e s ,  
t o o l s  a n d  s t o r a g e .

c .  A d d i t i o n a l  d r e s s i n g  r o o m s  ( n o t  o p e n i n g  d i r e c t l y  o n t o  t h e  s t a g e )  
w i t h  c o s t u m e  r a c k s ,  s h e l v e s ,  m i r r o r s ,  c o u n t e r s ,  c h a i r s ,  i n t c r - c o m  s y s t e m ,  a n d  
g o o d  l i g h t i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a d e q u a t e  w a s h  b a s i n s  ( o n e  f o r  e a c h  
s i x  a c t o r s ) ,  t o i l e t s ,  a n d  s h o w e r s  ( o n e  m a l e ,  o n e  f e m a l e  m i n i m u m ) .



d .  M a k e - u p  r o o m .

e .  G r e e n  r o o m .

f .  C o s t u m e  s h o p  t o  i n c l u d e  c u t t i n g  t a b l e ,  w o r k  t a b l e s ,  c o s t u m e  r a c k s ,  
m a c h i n e s  a n d  s e w i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  d e e p  s i n k s ,  w a s h e r - d r y e r  p l u s  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  f o r  
e q u i p m e n t ,  f a b r i c  a n d  s u p p l i e s .

g .  S c e n e r y ,  l i g h t i n g  a n d  c o s t u m e  s t o r a g e .  A l l  s h o u l d  b e  w e l l - l i g h t e d ,  
w e l l - v e n t i l a t e d  w i t h  s p r i n k l e r s  t o  c o d e .

3 .  I m p r o v e d  s t a g e  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m .  T h e  c i r c u i t r y  t o  a l l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h o  
A u d i t o r i u m  a n d  o n - s t a g e  s h o u l d  b e ,  r o u g h l y ,  d o u b l e d ;  t h e  d i m m e r  c o n t r o l ,  t r e b l e d .  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  o u t l e t s  s h o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  
p i p e  p o s i t i o n s  w h e r e  a l l  t h e  o u t l e t s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  b u n c h e d  a t  c e n t e r  s t a g e .  A 
b e t t e r  s y s t e m  f o r  p l u g g i n g  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  -  p e r h a p s  t w i s t l o c k  c o n n e c t o r s  o n  
p i g - t a i l s .  A  s y s t e m  f o r  h a n d l i n g  t o r m e n t o r  l i g h t i n g  s h o y l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  w e l l  
a s  f o r  i m p r o v e d  s i d e  l i g h t  f r o m  f r o n t - o f - n o u s e  p o s i t i o n s .  R e d e s i g n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
a n d  s e c o n d  c o v e  p o s i t i o n s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e m .  A  c o n t r o l  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  t h e a t e r  w i t h  t w o ,  t h r e e  o r  p o s s i b l e  f i v e  s c e n e  
p r e s e t  c a p a b i l i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  n e w  i n t e r - c o m  s y s t e m  m u s t  b e  i n s t a l l e d  
t h r o u g h o u t .

4 .  A d d i t i o n  o f  a s t a g e  h o u s e  t o  p r o v i d e  f l y  l o f t ,  g r i d i r o n  a n d  c o u n t e r ­
w e i g h t  s y s t e m  p l u s  s e t s  o f  l i n e s  t o  f l y  s c e n e r y .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  a w e i g h t  b e a r i n g  
l o f t  ( n o  d o u b t  s t e e l )  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  p r o s c e n i u m  o p e n i n g .  
S e t s  o f  l i n e s  s h o u l d  b e  s p a c e d  o n  s i x  i n c h  c e n t e r s ,  c o m m e n c i n g  w i t h  h o u s e  c u r t a i n  
e x c e p t  f o r  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I f  a  f l y  l o f t  i s  n o t  a d d e d ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  
s i m p l e r  s y s t e m  o f  b l o c k s ,  s e t  o f  l i n e s  a n d  p i n  r i l  w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  s t a g e  h o u s e .  
T h i s  w o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  h a n d l i n g  o f  l i g h t s ,  c u r t a i n s ,  b a c k d r o p s  a n d  s m a l l  f l o w n  
p i e c e s  s u c h  a s  c u t - o u t s ,  s c e n i c  p i e c e s  a n d  c h a n d e l i e r s .

5 .  M o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  l o b b y  f o r  n o i s e  a n d  w e a t h e r  c o n t r o l .  A d d i t i o n a l  d o o r s  
a n d / o r  d r a p e s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  r e d u c e  n o i s e  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  l o b b y  t o  a u d i t o r i u m .  A  
m e a n s  m u s t  b e  d e v i s e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  n o i s e  l e a k  t h r o u g h  l a r g e  s l i d i n g  d o o r s  t h a t  
c o n n e c t  l o b b y  a n d  a u d i t o r i u m .  C a r p e t  s h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  n c i s e  
c o n t r o l .  D o u b l e  s e t  o f  d o o r s  f r o m  e x t e r i o r  s h o u l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d  t o  c o n t r o l  w e a t h e r .

I t  i s  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  f u n d s  b e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  C h i l k a t  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  A r t s  
t o  e n g a g e  a T h e a t e r  C o n s u l t a n t  a n d  a r c h i t e c t  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  C e n t e r ' s  
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  u s e r  g r o u p s  t o  d e s i g n ,  p l a n ,  e s t i m a t e  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  
e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h i s  f i v e - p a r t  p r o g r a m  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s .

T h e  C h i l k a t  C e n t e r  f o r  t h o  A r t s  i s  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  t h e a t e r ,  h a n d s o m e l y  s i t u a t e d  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  c f  a t o u r i s t  a r e a .  I t  h a s  a v i t a l ,  w e l l - o r g , m i  z e d  p r o g r n m  o f  d a n c e  a n d  
d r a m a .  T h i s  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  w i 1 1  e n h a n c e  i t s  u s e f u l n e s s  a n d  v a l u e  t o  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a r i d  t o  a l l  A l a s k a  s o  t h a t  t h e  C h i l k a t  C e n t e r  w i l l  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s .
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TO: J U N E A U  A R T S  A N D  H U M A N I T I E S  C O U N C I L

FROM: E L D O N  E L D E R  A S S O C I A T E S ,  T H E A T E R  C O N S U L T A N T  F U R  S A R A C  

RE: J U N E A U  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T E R

I N T R O D U C T I O N :  E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

A f t e r  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  s p a c e s  in J u n e a u  a n d  a s s e s s­
ing t h e  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g  t e r m  n e e d s  f o r  J u n e a u  i n  t h e  a r t s ,  it is 
s t r i k i n g l y  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  is a v e r y  g r e a t  n e e d  for a P e r f o r m i n g  
A r t s  C e n t e r  of f i r s t  q u a l i t y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  m a n y  J u n e a u  p e r f o r m­
ing a r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  n e e d  is i m m e d i a t e  a n d  u r g e n t  if J u n e a u  
is to grow; if it is to c o n t i n u e  to r a n k  as  a l e a d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  in 
S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ;  i f  it is to p r o v i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  J u n e a u  w i t h  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to see, h e a r  a n d  e n j o y  f i r s t  c l a s s  p e r f o r m a n c e s  in f i r s t  
c l a s s  p e r f o r m a n c e  s u r r o u n d i n g s .

E x a m i n a t i o n  of a s e a s o n  o f  r e g u l a r  s c h e d u l e d  e v e n t s  r e v e a l s  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :

P r o d u c t i o n s  p e r  s e a s o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n No. o f  P e r f o r m a n c e s
P l a y s
M u s i c a l s
C o n c e r t s
C o n c e r t s

J u n e a u
J u n e a u
J u n e a u
J u n e a u
J u n e a u
J u n e a u

L i t t l e
L i t t l e

T h e a t e r
T h e a t e r

C o n c e r t  A s s ' n  
S y m p h o n y  
L i g h t  O p e r a  
D a n c e

C o n t e m p l a t e d  T o u r i s t  S e a s o n  P e r f o r m a n c e s

T O T A L  P E R F O R M A N C E  N I G H T S  

* O n s t a g e  r e h e a r s a l  t i m e  not i n c l u d e d .

90 ( e s t i m a t e d )

1 3 7 ’

Thi s  is an i m p r e s s i v e  b e g i n n i n g  f i g u r e  for the o p e n i n g  o f  a n y  A r t s  
C e n t e r .

A f t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  e x i s t i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  s p a c e s  a n d  h o l d i n g  i n t e n s i v e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  of the p r i n c i p a l  p e r f o r m i n g  g r o u p s  
a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  the n e e d  is d r a m a t i c a l l y  c l e a r .  E x i s t i n g  p e r f o r m­
an c e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  J u n e a u - D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  A u d i t o r i u m  
a n d  J u n e a u  L i t t l e  T h e a t e r ,  a r e  t o t a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  
p e r f o r m e r s  a n d  a u d i e n c e s . "T

V'



J U N E A U  L I T T L E  T H E A T E R .  D e s p i t e  v a l i a n t  e f f o r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  h o u r s  
of hard l a b o r  by d e d i c a t e d  m e m b e r s ,  and the e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a c o n s i d e r­
a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  its funds, the L i t t l e  T h e a t e r  G r o u p  h a v e  n o t  s u c c e e d e d  
in o v e r c o m i n g  the b u i l t - i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g .  It is a c a s e  
of the s i l k - p u r s c / s o w s - c a r  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  no amouiit o f  e f f o r t  a n d / o r  
m o n e y  can m a k e  th i s  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  a t h e a t e r .  T h e  J u n e a u  L i t t l e  T h e a t e r  
f a c x i i t y  has no  lobby, no b o x  o f f i c e ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  p u b l i c  t o i l e t s  
(which m u st, in a n y  case, be s h a r e d  w i t h  a c t o r s ,  w h o  h a v e  none). Its 
s e a t i n g  is l i m i t e d  (150), its v e r t i c a l  s i g h t l i n c s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r .  
P a r k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a u d i e n c e  h a n d l i n g  is p r i m i t i v e .  T h e r e  arc no 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  l o u n g e s ,  m e e t i n g  r o o m s  o r  e x h i b i t i o n  s p a ces. 
T h e r e  are no r o o m s  for r e h e a r s a l .

The s t a g e  is a m a k e s h i f t  s t r u c t u r e .  It is w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  s t a g e  
l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  or l i g h t i n g  c o n t r o l ;  w i t h o u t  f l y  loft, r i g g i n g ,  
s t a g e  m a c h i n e r y  o r  s t a g e  t r a p d o o r s .  It l a c k s  a d e q u a t e  s o u n d  r e p r o d u c­
ti o n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  i n t c r - c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s .  T h e  s t a g e  is t o o  s m a l l  
for the p r o d u c t i o n s  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  it has n o  o f f s t a g e  spa c e ,  n o  
c r o s s - o v e r  s p a c e  a n d  n o  s t o r a g e  space.

T h e  d r e s s i n g  r o o m s  (there are o n l y  two) a r e  sma l l ;  t h e y  a r e  w i t h o u t  
toi l e t s ,  s h o w e r s  or w a s h  b a s i n s .  T h e y  l a c k  a d e q u a t e  l i g h t i n g ,  v e n t i l­
ation, c o s t u m e  rac k s ,  c h a i r s ,  m a k e - u p  c o u n t e r s  a n d  l o c k a b l e  d r a w e r s  
for actors' v a l u a b l e s .

T h e r e  a r e  no s h o p s  in t h e  t h e a t e r  b u i l d i n g  for f a b r i c a t i n g  s c e n e r y ,  
c o s t u m e s ,  w i g s  or  pr o p s .  T h i s  m a k e s  it n e c e s s a r y  to b u i l d  a n d  p a i n t  
a ll s c e n e r y  o n  t h e  s t a g e  thus e l i m i n a t i n g  its u s e  for r e h e a r s a l ,  o t h e r  
p e r f o r m a n c e s  or r e n t a l .  S t o r a g e  s p a c e  for s c e n e r y ,  p r o p s  a n d  c o s t u m e s  
is n o n - e x i s L a n t . C u r r e n t l y ,  s c e n e r y  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  m u s t  b e  r e n t e d .
A l l  of t h i s  is c o s t l y ,  w a s t e f u l  a n d  l e a d s  to l o w e r  q u a l i t y  c r a f t s m a n­
ship.

In short, the J u n e a u  L i t t l e  T h e a t e r  as a f a c i l i t y  for t h e  p e r f o r m i n g  
a r t s  is a d i s a s t e r  a r e a  - u n w o r k a b l e , u n a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  u n s a f e .  It 
s h o u l d  be  a b a n d o n e d  a n d  p u l l e d  d o w n  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e  a f t c r  it h a s  
b e e n  r e p l a c e d .  . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  T h e  J u n e a u  L i t t l e  T h e a t e r  h a s  c o n s i s t­
e n t l y  o v e r  i\ p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s  m a d e  h e r o i c  e f f o r t s  to b r i n g  g o o d  t h e a t e r  
to the a u d i e n c e s  of  J u n e a u ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a l m o s t  u n s u r m o u n t a b l e  p r o b l e m s  
i m p o s e d  by the f a c i l i t y ,  is t e s t a m e n t  e n o u g h  to the v e r y  r e a l  n e e d  for 
p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y .  The fact t h a t  f a i t h f u l  a u d i e n c e s  w i t h  
a t h i r s t  for d r a m a t i c  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  h a v e  p a c k e d  the t h e a t e r  d e s p i t e  
t h e  m a n y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  a n d  d i s c o m f o r t s  r e i n f o r c e s  t h i s  need.

J U N E A U - D O U G L A S  H I G H  S C H O O L .  T h e  J u n c n u - D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  A u d i t o r i u m  
can c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  l a r g e r  e v e n t s  r e q u i r i n g  l a r g e  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y .  
S o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  n e e d  to be made, h o w e v e r .  T h o  Auditorium:;' p u b l i c  
spacer, a r e  a d e q u a t e .  Its seats, h o w e v e r ,  a r c  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  The st a g e ,  
its e q u i p m e n t  a n d  its s u p p o r t  s p a c e s  a r e  n o t  at an a c c e p t a b l e  level 
for the p e r f o r m a n c e s  u s i n g  the f a c i l i t y .  L i g h t i n g  f r o m  o n - s t a g e  a n d  
f r o n t - o f - h o u s e  as w e l l  as l i g h t i n g  c o n t r o l  n e e d s  r e m o d e l i n g  a n d  u p ­
dating. R i g g i n g  on s t a g e  n e e d s  to be r e d e s i g n e d .  O f f - s t a g e  r i g h t  a n d  
l e f t  a n d  u p - s t a g e  s p a c e s  are a l l  i n a d e q u a t e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  be e n l a r g e d  
if p o s s i b l e .  T h e  f a c i l i t i e s  for l o a d i n g  a n d  u n l o a d i n g  s c e n e r y ,  e q u i p­
m e n t  and m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  n e e d  r e d e s i g n .  A  w o r k a b l e  s y s t e m  for
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r a i s i n g  a n d  l o w e r i n g  the o r c h e s t r a  p i t  m u s t  be  i n s t a l l e d .  D r e s s i n g  
rooms, g r e e n  room, p e r f o r m e r s  f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d  to b o  a d d e d .  H o w e v e r ,  
w i t h  i m p r o v e m e n t s  this 11 0 0  s c a t  a u d i t o r i u m  c a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a n d  
c o m f o r t a b l y  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  l a r g e  p e r f o r m a n c e  g r o u p s  a n d  t h o s e  p e r­
for m e r s  w h o  d r a w  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e s ;  s u c h  as St. P a u l  S i n g e r s ,  F a i r b a n k s  

S y m p h o n y ,  S e a t t l e  S y m p h o n y  a n d  V i c t o r  D o r g e .

- 3 ~

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  F O R  A C T I O N

P H A S E  I. B a s e d  on t h e  s u r v e y  of e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  J u n e a u ' s  
needs, it is m y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  a m i d d l e - r a n g e  t h e a t e r  - 650 to 
750 s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y -  w i t h  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p o r t  s p a c e s  a n d  m o d e r n  
e q u i p m e n t  b e  d e s i g n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  t h e  A m o r y  site. T h i s  w o u l d  
b e c o m e  P h a s e  I of t h e  l a r g e r  C o n v e n t i o n / R e c r e a t i o n  C i v i c  C e n t e r  C o m­
plex. A  t h e a t e r  f a c i l i t y  of  th i s  s i z e  is m o s t  n e e d e d  f o r  J u n e a u  now; 
it a l s o  a l l o w s  for f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  g r o w t h .  T h i s  s i t e  w h i c h  lias 
a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  for r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  is in t h e  h e a r t  of t h e _ 
city, it is w h i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h  for t o u r i s t s .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  A r m o r y  
B u i l d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n e w  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  c e n t e r  
f a c i l i t y ,  if p o s s i b l e .  I m m e d i a t e  f u n d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  
for P r o g r a m  P l a n n i n g  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  D o c u m e n t  by a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  T h e a t e r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t a n t .

T h e  p r i n c i p a l  u s e r s  and t e n a n t s  a r e  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e y  a r e  the 
t h r e e  n o n - p r o f i t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in J u n e a u :
1. T h e  J u n e a u  L i t t l e  T h e a t e r ,  2. T h e  J u n e a u  S y m p h o n y  a n d  3. P u b l i c  
B r o a d c a s t i n g  - K T O O  R a d i o  a n d  TV - w h i c h  w o u l d  be h o u s e d  in a w i n g  
of the C e n t e r  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  to fit its needs. O t h e r  u s e r s  
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  (but s h o u l d  n o t  be l i m i t e d  to) the f o l l o w i n g :  T h e  
C o n c e r t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N a t i v e  D a n c e  G r o u p s ,  J u n e a u  L i g h t ‘O p e ^ a , J u n e a u  
Ball e t ,  C h o r a l  G r o u p s ,  R e c i t a l s ,  C n i l d r e n ' s  T h e a t e r ,  T h e  /Alaska S t a t e  

T h e a t e r  C o m p a n y  and D o u g l a s  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e .

I n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g  a n d  o n e - t i m e  u s e r s  m i g h t  i n c l u d e :  C o m m c r c i a 1 T o u r i n g
p r o d u c t i o n s ;  C o n v e n t i o n s  m e e t i n g s ;  l e c t u r e s  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n . ;
P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ;  S m a l l  p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s ;  TV t a p i n g s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
an i n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g  S u m m e r  F e s t i v a l  o f  D r a m a  a n d  M u s i c  is u n d e r  c o n­
s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  s h o u l d  be  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  the n e w  C e n t e r .  T h e  f a c i l i t y  
s h o uld, of c o u r s e ,  b e  a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  l e g i t i m a t e  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  
g r o u p s  for w h i c h  it is p r o p e r l y  s u i t e d  a f t e r  t h e  n e e d s  of its p r i n c i p a l  
u s e r s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d .

PJ1ASL II. T h e  a d d i t i o n  of a R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t e r  ind C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  
B u i l d i n g  to c o m p l e t e  the C i v i c  C e n t e r / C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  C o m p l e x .

T H E  P R O G R A M

A  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  is a h i g h l y  c o m p l e x ,  u n i q u e l y  i n d i v i d u a l  
b u i l d i n g .  It is m a d e  u p  of s p e c i a l i z e d  s p a c e s  w h i c h  u s e  h i g h l y  
s p e c i a l i z e d  e q u i p m e n t .  It is e s s e n t i a l  - b e f o r e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b e f o r e  
b r i c k s  a n d  m o r t a r ,  b e f o r e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  - t h a t  a C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P r o g r a m  
for the C e n t e r  be w r i t t e n .



1. T h i s  P r o g r a m  w i l l  d e f i n e  t h e  n e e d s  - p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  - 
for J u n e a u .

2. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  f o r m u l a t e  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  p o l i c y  for the 
C e n t e r  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of the C e n t e r .

.3. T h e  P r o g r a m  e x a m i n e s  the i m p a c t  or. b i s i n o s s  a n d  on n e i g h­
bor h o o d .  It w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of e m p l o y m e n t  i m p a c t  
o f  the P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  on J u n e a u ;  the s e r v i c e - t y p e  
j o b s  a n d  the t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  j o b s  it w i l l  c r e a t e .  A n d  the 
q u e s t i o n  of  food s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  the C e n t e r .

4. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  s t u d y  the t o u r i s t  i m p a c t  and u s e s  of the
C e n t e r  for c o n v e n t i o n s .  At p r e s e n t  pci f o r m e r s  a r e  b e i n g  
a s k e d  to g o  a b o a r d  c r u i s e  s h i p s  to e n t e r t a i n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  
is n o t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  in J u n e a u .  T h i s  is t a k i n g  p o t e n t i a l  
t o u r i s t  m o n e y  - n e w  d o l l a r s  - a w a y  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .
T h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  c o u l d  b r i n g  t h e s e  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s  

a s h o r e .
• 5. T h e  P r o g r a m  p i n p o i n t s  the s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t r a n s l a t e s

t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n t o  a c t u a l ,  d e f i n e d ,  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  f u n c t­
i o n i n g  e l e m e n t s  of the t h e a t e r  pl a n t .  It o u t l i n e s  the s p e c i a l  
e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  It h a n d l e s  the p r o b l e m s  o f  t r a f f i c  
f l o w  for p e r s o n n e l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  the 
f a c i l i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r k i n g  and p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

6. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  to the e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  of t h e
s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  its s p e c i a l  t h e a t e r  e q u i p m e n t .  It w i l l  
e s t i m a t e  the o p e r a t i n g  and m a i n t e n a n c e  b u d g e t .

7. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  o u t l i n e  p r o p o s e d  s o u r c e s  for f u n d i n g  and
s u p p o r t .

P l a n n i n g  a g o o d  t h e a t e r  c o m m e n c e s  c e n t e r  s t a g e  a n d  is d e s i g n e d  o u t w a r d  
f r o m  t h a t  f o c a l  p o i n t  to e n c o m p a s s  st a g e ,  a u d i t o r i u m  a l l  s t a g e  s u p p o r t  

s p a c e s  and all p u b l i c  s p a ces.

T H E  D O C U M E N T .  T h e  P r o g r a m  a n d  the P r o g r a m  D o c u m e n t  is t h e  w o r k  of a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  T h e a t e r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t a n t ,  w h o  m a i n t a i n s  a c l o s e  w o r k i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  c o n c e r n e d .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  is t h e  f i n a l  
p a r t  of t h e a t e r  p l a n n i n g .  T h e  P r o g r a m  b u d g e t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  funds to 
e n g a g e  an  a r c h i t e c t  to m a k e  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e s i g n s  a s  w e l l  a s  a P r e s e n­
t a t i o n  for p u r p o s e s  of p r i v a t e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d / o r  b o n d  issue.

T h e  P r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  by a l l  c o n c e r n e d  p a r t i e s .  K e e p i n g  the 
p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d  is e s s e n t i a l .

C O N C L U S I O N

J u n e a u  has tho c a p a c i t y  to b e c o m e  a m a j o r  c e n t e r  for t h e  p e r f o r m i n g  
a r t s  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  It has g r e a t  r e s e r v o i r s  of  u n t a p p e d  talent. 
Its l o c a t i o n  is e x c e l l e n t .  T h o u g h  i n t e l l i g e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  J u n e a u  can 
g r e a t l y  e n r i c h  .its c u l t u r a l  life; at the s a m e  t i m e  m a k i n g  the c o m m u n i t y  
an a t t r a c t i v e  p r o s p e c t  as the home for n e w  i n d u s t r i e s  o f f - s e t t i n g  the 
i m p a c t  w h e n  a n d  if g o v e r n m e n t  is r e l o c a t e d .  J u n e a u  c a n  m a k e  the p e r­
fo r m i n g  ar t s  a m a j o r  a t t r a c t i o n  for T o u r i s m .  All th i s  is p o s s i b l e  w i t h  
a w e l l - d e s i g n e d  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r ;  n o n e  of it w i l l  h a p p e n  w i t h o u t  
it.
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RE: P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  USE/HEED.' S U R V E Y

E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

W i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  H i g h  S c h o o l  A u d i t o r i u m  t h e r e  is 
at p r e s e n t  no f a c i l i t y  in t h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e s i g n e d  to s e r v e  t h e  p e r­
fo r m i n g  arts. It c a n n o t ,  in truth, b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  
A u d i t o r i u m  w a s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  arts, a n d  it is w o e f u l l y  
i n a d e q u a t e  to m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

Th i s  s u r v e y  s h o w s  t h e  c i t y  to b e  o t h e r w i s e  d e v o i d  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  
p e r f o r m i n g  ar t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  r o o m s  o r  s p a c e s  w i t h  
fa i r  l a y - o u t s  b u t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t h e a t e r  a r e  i n a d e­
quate; m o s t  of t h e s e  a r e  l o w - c e i l i n g e d  r o o m s  w i t h  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  for 
m o u n t i n g  s t a g e  l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  
n o  dinimer c o n t r o l ,  n o  s e c u r i t y  for g ear, a n d / o r  a f l a t  f l o o r  w i t h  
f o l d i n g  c h a i r s  for t h e  a u d i e n c e .  M o s t  of  t h e s e  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  o n  
a n y  r e g u l a r  basis.

A s a m p l i n g  of t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  r e v e a l s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
1. R e d m a n  H a l l  - N o t  a v a i l a b l e .  On  t h e  2 n d  f l o o r ,  o n e  f l i g h t  u p
2. S p r i n d l e  Hall - A  small, f i x e d  s t a g e  at t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r oom. 

N o t  v e r y  u s e f u l .  P a r t  of the s c h ool.
3. S o n s  o f  N o r w a y  - L o w  c e i l i n g  r o o m  w i t h  s t a g e  at  t h e  end.

N o t  u s e f u l .  A f l a t  f l o o r  a n d  f o l d i n g  c h a i r s  f o r  t h e  a u d i e n c e
4. S u n d a y  ‘s u m m e r  a f t e r n o o n  c o n c e r t s  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  a n d  M u s e u m  

h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  a r e  b e i n g  d i s c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e  s p a c e  s q u e e z e .

K E T C H I K A N  N I G H  S C H O O L  A U D I T O R I U M .  T h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  A u d i t o r i u m  c a n  
c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  l a r g e r  e v e n t s  r e q u i r i n g  l a r g e  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y .
S o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  s h o u l d  be made, h o w e v e r ,  to r a i s e  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  to 
an a c c e p t a b l e  level. T h e  A u d i t o r i u m ' s  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  a r e  a d e q u a t e .  
H o w e v e r ,  the stage, its e q u i p m e n t  a n d  its s u p p o r t  s p a c e s  r e q u i r e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p r o v e m e n t  and e n l a r g i n g .  L i g h t i n g  f r o m  o n - s t a g e  a n d  
f r o n t - o f - h o u s e  p o s i t i o n s  r e q u i r e s  a d d i t i o n a l  e q u i p m e n t .  L i g h t i n g  
c o n t r o l  n e e d s  u p - d a t i n g  a n d  r e m o d e l i n g .  R i g g i n g  o n s t a g e  is in v e r y  
b a d  r e p a i r  r e n d e r i n g  its v i r t u a l l y  i n o p e r a b l e .  L o f t  h e i g h t  is 
a d e q u a t e .  T h e r e  is v e r y  l i t t l e  s p a c e  o f f  s t a g e  r i g h t  a n d  left, a n d  
a t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  is a t e m p o r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  on  s t a g e  l e f t  e a t i n g  u p  
m o s t  of t h e  s p a c e  o n  th i s  s i d e  of t h e  stage. A i r  h a n d l i n g  s y s t e m s  
a r e  e x t r e m e l y  n o i s y  and s h o u l d  be  r e d e s i g n e d .  A  w o r k a b l e  s y s t e m  for 
r a i s i n g  a n d  l o w e r i n g  the o r c h e s t r a  j_ 't s h o u l d  b e  i n s t a l l e d .  D r e s s i n g  
r o o m s ,  g r e e n  r o o m  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  for p e r f o r m o r s  n e e d  t o  b e  ad d e d .



H o w e v e r ,  witli i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h i s  12 0 0  s e n t  a u d i t o r i u m  c a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
a c c o m m o d a t e  the l a r g e  p e r f o r m a n c e  g r o u p s  and t h o s e  p e r f o r m e r s  w h o  d r a w  
v e r y  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e s  s u c h  as: H i g h  S c h o o l  h a n d  a n d  C h o r a l  G r o u p s ,
F a i r b a n k s  S y m p h o n y ,  S e a t t l e  S y m p h o n y  a n d  V i c t o r  Borgc.

T h e  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of  K e t c h i k a n  is b e i n g  s e v e r e l y  s t i f f l c d ,  n o t  for 
lack of i n t e r e s t ,  t a l e n t  or a u d i e n c e s ,  b u t  for l a c k  of  a c c e p t a b l e  
p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t i e s .

In 8J y e a r s  the F i r s t  C i t y  P l a y e r s  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  in m o r e  t h a n  22 
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s ;  t h e y  h a v e  r e h e a r s e d  in o v e r  45 d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  
T h e i r  s c e n e r y  h a s  u s u a l l y  b e e n  b u i l t  on  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  
a r e  to be p r e s e n t e d ,  w h i c h  is i n e f f i c i e n t ,  c o s t l y ,  a n d  i n e v i t a b l y  
leads to a l o w e r  l e v e l  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  b e c a u s e  of the s t a g g e r i n g  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  th i s  i m p o s e s .  B e t w e e n  p r o d u c t i o n s  s c e n e r y ,  c o s t u m e s - a n d  
p r o p s  are s t o r e d  in r e n t e d  s p a c e  or a r e  s c a t t e r e d  " f r o m  h e r e  to b r e a k­
fast" as o n e  m e m b e r  p u t s  it. A  le s s  d e d i c a t e d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  g r o u p  
w o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  u p  in d e f e a t  l e a v i n g  K e t c h i k a n  w i t h  n o  t h e a t e r  at  all.

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  p r i m i t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  m a n y  e n r i c h i n g  a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n g  
p r o d u c t i o n s  do  o c c u r ,  t h a n k s  to the p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  e n d u r a n c e  of the 
ar t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A  s u m m a r y  o f  a r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  a n n u a l  
p r o d u c t i o n s  f o l l o w s :

O r g a n i z a t i o n No. o f No. o f  P r o j e c t e d
P e r f o r m a n c e s P e r f o r m a n c e s *

F i r s t  C i t y  P l a y e r s 12 2 0 - 2 5

C o n c e r t  A s s ' n . 4 5- b

B a l l e t  G r o u p 12 15

S h o e s t r i n g  S y m p h o n y 1 3

F i s h  P i r a t e ' s  D a u g h t e r 20 6 0 - 9 0

N a t i v e  D a n c e  G r o u p 4-5 4 5 - 5 0

D a n c e r s  for T o u r i s t s 8 24

F i l m  G r o u p 12 12

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i l m  A d d i c t s  12 12
4 (Sun lays) 4

T O T A L  **
•

9 9 - 1 0 0 2 0 0 - 2 3 1

* E s t i m a t e d  n u m b e r  w h e n  a n e w  f a c i l i t y  is a v a i l a b l e .
** D o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  o n s t a g e  r e h e a r s a l  a n d  s e t  p r e p a r a t i o n  time.

This is an  i m p r e s s i v e  l i s t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  It is 
a p r o v e n  s t a t i s t i c  th a t  an a t t r a c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  n e w  
f a c i l i t y  c r e a t e s  a s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  in a t t e n d a n c e  as w e l l  as in n u m b e r s  
of p r o d u c t i o n s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  It a l s o  p r o d u c e s  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  of  
e x c e l l e n c e  in the p e r f o r m e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e .  If t h e s e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h a r e d  a f a c i l i t y ,  it w o u l d  s o o n  bo b o o k e d  3G5 d a y s  a 
year. C l e a r l y  tho p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  d o  n o t  h a v e  to h a n g  on  t h e  c o a t­
tails  of  ice s k a t i n g  o r  h o c k e y  f o r  c i v i c  s u p p o r t .

In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  n e e d s  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i s t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  a r e  
n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  a r t s / c u l t u r a l  ne e d s ,  s u c h  as;



li N e e d  for a t o w n  m e e t i n g  h all, a p l a c e  for C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e e t­
ings, s i n c e  C o u n c i l  c h a m b e r s  a r e  t o o  s m a l l  to a c c o m m o d a t e  o p e n  
m e e t i n g s .

2. N e e d  for a s e c u r e  A r t  G a l l e r y .
3. C r a f t  spaces.
4. C l u b  m e e t i n g  rooms.
5. A n  a r t  f i l m  the a t e r .
6. A r t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e s .
7. P e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f f i c e s .
8. W o r k s h o p  spaces.
9. S t o r a g e  s p a c e s  f o r  s c e n e r y ,  l i g h t i n g  p r o p s  a n d  c o s t u m e s .

10. D a n c e  s t u d i o s .
11. R e h e a r s a l  rooms.
12. R e c i t a l  space.

It is of v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  m i s g u i d e d ,  t h o u g h  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d ,  
g o a l s  Of t h e  K E T C H I K A N  M U L T I - P U R P O S E  C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R  F E A S I B I L I T Y  
S T U D Y  of 1971 b e  e r a s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h i s  p l a n  s t i l l  
h a n g s  h e a v i l y  o v e r  s o m e  l e a d e r s h i p  c i r c l e s ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  c l o s i n g  s o m e  
m i n d s  to m o r e  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  T h e  w e i g h t  and i n e r t i a  t h i s  is 
c r e a t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  d i s p e l l e d  o n c e  a n d  f o rever. T h i s  s c h e m e  w a s  d e f e a t e d  
T h e  p l a n  is dead, it s h o u l d  be l a i d  t o  rest.

A l t h o u g h  a f e w  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  m a n a g e d  to j a m  all s p o r t s ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  and e v e n t s  u n d e r  o n e  h u g e  
roof, it d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  th a t  K e t c h i k a n  m u s t  d o  rhe same. S u c h  s c h e m e s  
r a r e l y  w o r k  e v e n  on t h e  w i d e  o p e n  p l a i n s  o f  K a n s a s .  T h e  u n i q u e  c o n­
f i g u r a t i o n  of K e t c h i k a n  d o e s  n o t  l e n d  i t s e l f  to this a l l - i n c l u s i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n / p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  c e n t e r  s c h eme. T h e  a v a i l a b l e  s i t e s  at t h e  
c e n t e r  of the c i t y  a r e  t o o  s m a l l  a n d  it is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  a p a c k a g e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  3 to 4 c i t y  b l o c k s  r e q u i r e d  c o u l d  e v e r  b e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  
T h e  p r o b l e m s  s u c h  a c e n t e r  w o u l d  c r e a t e  in p a r k i n g ,  t r a f f i c  h a n d l i n g ,  
a u d i e n c e  h a n d l i n g ,  c o n g e s t i o n  a r e  g r e a t l y  m a g n i f i e d  by t h e  s p e c i a l  
q u a l i t i e s  of K e t c h i k a n .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  a r t s  c o m m u n i t y  s e e m s  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  to this 
k i n d  of t h i n k i n g .  A n d  for v e r y  g o o d  r e a s o n .  T h e  A l l - p u r p o s e  F a c i l i t y  
is i n e v i t a b l y  the N o - p u r p o s e  F a c i l i t y  a n d  the h e a v i e s t  l o s e r s  in t h a t  
p o i n t l e s s  g a m e  o'f c o m m u n i t y  t o g e t h e r n e s s  a r e  the p e r f o r m i n g  arts.

T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  M o z a r t ,  b a s k e t b a l l  a n d  
i c e  h o c k e y  a r e  s u i t a b l e  b e d - f e l l o w s  s h o u l d  be  c o r r e c t e d  at once.
T h e  m a r r i a g e  w o n ' t  w o r k .  E a c h  h a s  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  to p l a y  in t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e .  K e t c h i k a n  m u s t  m a k e  its o w n  
plan.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

T h e  first s t o p  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  
e m p o w e r e d  to a c t  in m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to the p l a n n i n g  of  tnc C u l t u r a l  
C e n t e r / P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  p l u s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a l l o c a t i o n  of f u n d s  
for P r o g r a m  P l a n n i n g  a n d  for p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the P r o g r a m  d o c u m e n t  by 
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  T h e a t e r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t a n t .

P H A S E  I. B a s e d  on t h o  s u r v e y  of e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for t h e  p e r f o r m­
ing ar t s  a n d  o n  K e t c h i k a n ' s  nccd3, it is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  t w o  m o s t  
u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  f a c i l i t i e s  arc:



1, A m i d d l o - s i z c  t h e a t e r  - 350 to 400 c a p a c i t y  - w i t h  f l e x i b l e  
p r o s c e n i u m  st a g e .  C o m f o r t a b l e ,  m o d e r n ,  wcl.l-cqui.pped w i t h  a l l  
n e c e s s a r y  s t a g e  m a c h i n e r y ,  l i g h t i n g ,  s u p p o r t  s p a c e s  a n d  
a n c i l l a r y  s p a c e s :  T h e  M a i n  T h e a t e r .

2. A  t o w n  h a l l  w h e r e  m e e t i n g s  c a n  b e  h e l d  a n d  i s s u e s  aired*.
A  Forum. It c o u l d  a l s o  s e r v e  s m a l l e r  c o n v e n t i o n  g r o u p s ,  
p o s s i b l y  s m a l l  b a n q u e t s  and d i n n e r  t h e a t e r ,  a n d  b e c o m e  a 
" B l a c k  Box" t h c a t e r - i n - t h c - r o u n d .

O f  all the p o s s i b l e  s i t e s  s u r v e y e d  f o r  t h i n  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r / P e r f o r m i n g  
A r t s  C e n t e r ,  M a i n  S c h o o l  s t a n d s  o u t  as t h e  m o s t  s u i t a b l e .  A l l  p o t e n t i a l  
s i t e s  s h o u l d  be s c r u t i n i z e d  b e f o r e  a d e c i s i o n  is m a d e ,  of c o u r s e ,  b u t  
O l d  M a i n  S c h o o l  c l e a r l y  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  s c e n e  a t  t h i s  time. It h a s  t h e  
a d d e d  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e .  V a r i o u s  m e a n s  o f  e a s y  a c c e s s  f r o m  
b e l o w  h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  d i s c u s s e d .  A n y  p l a n  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  of  M a i n  S c h o o l  
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  m o v i n g  s t a i r s  (covered) a n d / o r  a b u b b l e  e l e v a t o r  s u c h  
as u s e d  at F a i r m o n t  H o t e l  (San F r a n c i s c o )  a n d  T h e  S p a c e  N e e d l e  (Seattle).

M a i n  S c h o o l  s t a n d s  e a s i l y  a n d  p r o u d l y  a t o p  its r o c k  p r o m o n t o r y  at t h e  
v e r y  c e n t e r  a n d  h u b  of K e t c h i k a n .  T h i s  f i f t y  y e a r  o l d  c i v i c  l a n d m a r k ,  
d o m i n a t i n g  the v i e w  f r o m  e v e r y  a n g l e  w i t h  its s t r o n g ,  v i g o r o u s  form, 
is r i c h  in n o s t a l g i a .  B u i l t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a b o r s  o f  e a r l i e r  K e t c h i k a n  
c i t i z e n s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t o d a y  w h o  r e m e m b e r  the d a y  M a i n  S c h o o l  o p e n e d .  
A n d  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  w h o  r e m e m b e r  t h e i r  o w n  s c h o o l  d a y s  in  it, t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ' s  s c h o o l  days, a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n ' s  s c h o o l  days. 
N o t h i n g  c o u l d  b e  m o r e  n a t u r a l  a n d  f i t t i n g  t h a n  to r e d e s i g n  M a i n  S c h o o l  
to b e c o m e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r  of  K e t c h i k a n  for t h e  n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  
as it has b e e n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  for t h e  p a s t  fifty.

It c o u l d  e n j o y  a p o s i t i o n  to K e t c h i k a n  n o t  u n l i k e  t h a t  of  t h e  T h e a t e r  
o f  D i o n y s o s  to c l a s s i c a l  A t h e n s ,  w h i c h  r e s t e d  on the slope o f  t h a t  
A c r o p o l i s  as a s y m b o l  o f  a r t  a n d  c u l t u r e ;  a c e n t e r  for r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t ;  a n d  an i n s p i r a t i o n  to  a l l  A t h e n i a n s .

O l d  M a i n  S c h o o l  is ample'. It h a s  s p a c e  for a 3 50 to  4 00 s e a t  p r o s­
c e n i u m  the a t e r .  It has s p a c e  f o r  a F o r u m .  It has o f f i c e  s p a c e  for 
the p e r f o r m i n g  ar t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . It h a s  s u p p o r t  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  t h e a t e r .  
It has a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e s  for m e e t i n g  r o o m s ,  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  and p o s s i b l y  
more.

In a d d i t i o n  t o  the r o m a n c e  of  M a i n  S c h o o l ,  c o n v e r s i o n  m a k e s  g o o d  sense. 
It m a k e s  g o o d  s e n s e  in t e r m s  of d o l l a r s  a n d  cents. If t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
p r o v e s  sound, it w i l l  b e  m u c h  less e x p e n s i v e  to c o n v e r t  t h a n  to b u i l d  
a n e w  s t r u c t u r e .  It w i l l  b e  r o o m i e r ,  s t u r d i e r  a n d  b e t t e r  l o c a t e d . *

E v e r y  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e  f o r  the C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r / P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  
s h o u l d  be e x a m i n e d  c a r e f u l l y ;  h o w e v e r ,  at th i s  t i me, M a i n  S c h o o l  
a p p e a r s  to o f f e r  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n .  No  c o n v e r s i o n  c a n  e v e r  
be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  s o m e  c o m p r o m i s e ,  b u t  M a i n  S c h o o l  s a t i s f i e s  
m o s t  of K e t c h i k a n ' s  need;

* T H E  2nd S T A G E  (350 scats) - 0 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 - 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  ( f i g u r e s  a r c  n o t  in) 
T r i n i t y  S q u a r e  T h e a t e r s  (300 & 000) - $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  
B u s h n e l l  A u d i t o r i u m ,  H a r t f o r d  (2300) - $ 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0
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Th e  p r i n c i p a l  u s e r s  of  the p e r f o r m a n c e  s p a c e s  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h­
ed p e r f o r m a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of  K e t c h i k a n :  1. T h e  F i r s t  C i t y  P l a y e r s ,
2. T h e  b a l l e t  Group, 3. C o n c e r t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  4. S h o e s t r i n g  S y m p h o n y .  
O t h e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  g r o u p  u s e r s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  (but not be l i m i t e d  to) 
the f o l l o w i n g :  N a t i v e  D a n c e  Gro u p ,  C h o r a l  G r o u p s ,  R e c i t a l s ,  C h i l d r e n ' s
T h e a t e r ,  F i l m  G r o u p s ,  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T h e a t e r  C o m p a n y ,  K e t c h i k a n  
H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  K e t c h i k a n  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e .

I n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g  a n d  o n e - t i m e  u s e r s  m i g h t  i n c l u d e :  C o m m e r c i a l  t o u r i n g
p r o d u c t i o n s ;  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and films; 
P u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  and C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s ;  S m a l l e r  p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s ;  
B a n q u e t s  a n d  d i n n e r  t h e a t e r ;  T V  t a p i n g s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a n  i n c o m e  
p r o d u c i n g  S u m m e r  P r o g r a m  for t o u r i s m ,  p e r h a p s  i n c l u d i n g  T H E  F I S H  P I R A T E  

D A U G H T E R ,  N a t i v e  d a n c e  g r o u p s  and t h e  B a l l e t  Gr o u p ,  s h o u l d  be  d e v e l o p e d  
for the n e w  C e n ter. T h i s  l a t t e r  p r o g r a m  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  fill t h e  
M a i n  T h e a t e r  for the e n t i r e  t o u r i s t  season.

T h e  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o uld, of cour s e ,  b e  a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  l e g i t i m a t e  
p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  g r o u p s  for w h i c h  it is p r o p e r l y  s u i t e d  a f t e r  t h e  n e e d s  
of its p r i n c i p a l  u s e r s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d .

P H A S E  II. T h e  a d d i t i o n  of r e c r e a t i o n  s p a c e s ,  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s ,  g a l l e r i e  
d i s p l a y  s p a ces, m e e t i n g  r o o m s  a n d  o f f i c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c e n t e r  c o r e  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  f o r u m  a n d  t h e i r  a n c i l l a r y  spaces.

T H E  P R O G R A M

A  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  is a h i g h l y  c o m p l e x ,  u n i q u e l y  i n d i v i d u a l  
b u i l d i n g .  it is m a d e  u p  of s p e c i a l i z e d  s p a c e s  w h i c h  u s e  h i g h l y  s p e c­
i a l i z e d  e q u i p m e n t .  It is e s s e n t i a l  - b e f o r e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b e f o r e  
b r i c k s  and m o r t a r ,  b e f o r e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  - t h a t  a C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P r o g r a m  
for the C e n t e r  b e  w r i t t e n .

«

1. T h i s  P r o g r a m  d e f i n e s  the n e e d s  - p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  - 
for K e t c h i k a n .

2. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  f o r m u l a t e  t h o  g o v e r n i n g  p o l i c y  for t h e  
C e n t e r  a n d  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of the C e n t e r .

3. T h e  P r o g r a m  e x a m i n e s  the i m p a c t  on b u s i n e s s  a n d  on n e i g h­
bo r h o o d .  It w i l l  a d d r e s s  the q u e s t i o n  of e m p l o y m e n t  i m p a c t  
of t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  on K e t c h i k a n ?  the s e r v i c e - t y p e  
j o b s  a n d  the t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  jo b s  it w i l l  c r e a t e .

4. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  s t u d y  the t o u r i s t  i m p a c t  as w e l l  as u s e s
of the C e n t e r  for C o n v e n t i o n s .  A t  p r e s e n t  p e r f o r m e r s  a r e  
t r a v e l i n g  17 m i l e s  o u t  o f  t o w n  to e n t e r t a i n  t h e  t o u r  sh i p s .

5. T h e  P r o g r a m - p i n p o i n t s  the s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t r a n s l a t e s  
t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in t o  a c t u a l ,  d e f i n e d ,  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  
f u n c t i o n i n g  e l e m e n t s  of the t h e a t e r  plant. It out] ir.es t h e  
s p e c i a l  e q u i p m e n t  requirement::;. I t  liaiuU.es the problem:.;
of t r a f f i c  f l o w  for p e r s o n n e l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  b o : h  i n s i d e  a n d  
o u t s i d e  the f a c i l i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r k i n g  and T .blic t r a n s­
p o r t a t i o n .

6. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  t o  the c o s t  e s t i m a t e  for
t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  its s p e c i a l  t h e a t e r  e q u i p m e n t .
It w i l l  e s t i m a t e  the o p e r a t i n g  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u d g e t s .

7. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  o u t l i n e  p r o p o s e d  s o u r c e s  for f u n d i n g  and
s u p p o r t .



P l a n n i n g  a g o o d  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  c o m m e n c e s  c e n t e r  s t a g e  a n d  
it is d e s i g n e d  o u t w a r d  f r o m  that f o c a l  p o i n t  to e n c o m p a s s  stage, 
a u d i t o r i u m ,  a l l  a n c i l l a r y  s u p p o r t  s p a c e s  and a l l  p u b l i c  spac e s .

T H E  D O C U M E N T .  The P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  P r o g r a m  D o c u m e n t  is t h e  w o r k  of 
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  T h e a t e r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t a n t ,  w h o  m a i n t a i n s  a c l o s e  w o r k ­
ing r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the p r i n c i p a l s  c o n c e r n e d .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  is the 
f inal p a r t  of t h e a t e r  p l a n n i n g .  T h e  P r o g r a m  b u d g e t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  
funds to e n g a g e  an a r c h i t e c t  to m a k e  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e s i g n s  as w e l l  as a 
P r e s e n t a t i o n  for p u r p o s e s  of p r i v a t e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d / o r  b o n d  issue.

T h e  P r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  by  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  p a r t i e s .  K e e p i n g  the 
p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d  is e s s e n t i a l .

-6-

C O N C L U S I O N

K e t c h i k a n  has t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  in M a i n  S c h o o l  for a t o t a l l y  u n i q u e  
C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r / P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r .  A n d  it is e c o n o m i c a l ;  for a 
p r i c e  tag far b e l o w  the c o s t  of a n e w  s t r u c t u r e .  T h o u g h  it c a n n o t  
s e r v e  e v e r y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  n e e d  for t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y ,  it c a n  a c­
c o m o d a t e  m a n y  - m o r e  t h a n  e n o u g h  to j u s t i f y  its c o n v e r s i o n .  In 
p a r t i c u l a r  it can p r o v i d e  the s o r e l y  n e e d e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
thus k e e p i n g  K e t c h i k a n  a b r e a s t  of t h e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  
Alas k a .  In a d d i t i o n  to c o m m u n i t y  e n r i c h m e n t ,  t h i s  C e n t e r  c a n  s e r v e  
b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r y ;  t o u r i s m  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n  needs. T h e  l o c a t i o n  is 
u n i que; its q u a l i t y  s p e c i a l  a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g .  No o n e  a t t e n d i n g  a 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  O l d  M a i n  w i l l  f o r g e t  i t  - or  K e t c h i k a n .

» l
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FROM: E L D O N  ELDER

TO: SID W R I G H T

S A N D Y  S T A C K , PRESIDENT, P E T E R S B U R G  A R T S  C O U N C I L  

RE: N E W  T H E A T E R  F O R  P E T E R S B U R G  S C H O O L  -

N O T E S  ON* M E E T I N G S  OF 2f»-27 F E B R U A R Y  197 f>.

A s u r v e y  of exirtin  ■ r<-,iool w . K t o r i u i n  c o n d i t i o n s  ard a s u m m a r y  

of p r e s e n t  use.' rv.u. f.ho'. '.iciljly dramr.tv/es tho v i t a l i t y  of 

per for.-.; ng arts is y  bu rg veconr i v:n tiio n e e d  for 

the iifv* expanded, U.oi •' ».* p l a n n e d  ;••?? a p a r t  of Lhe* now

school cor.pi ex.

P e t e r s b u r g  Fci.oolr. »;,f ri-hov.-j Communi i.y a r c  s trch g s u p p o r t e r s  

of all the pcrfor:.'Jii..< music, drama, m u s i c a l  comedy,

S h ake speare, dance. P c t o r a b u r g  is unj.cjue. It is the o n l y  High 

School in A l a s k a  offi i ing b o t h  bcp.inr.incj and a d v a n c e d  courses, in 

Sha!.espoare. It i.:» tho o n l y  H i g h  S c h o o l  in Alaska, a n d  o n e  of 

a v e r y  s e lec t few .in America, p r e s e n t i n g  a fully staged, fully 

mounted, fully c o s t u m e d  S h a k e s p e a r e  p r o d u c t i o n  annually.

T h e  P e t e r s b u r g  arts c o m m u n i t y  Iwvs m a d e  a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  the a u d i t o r i u m  c o n c e p t  a n d  tho theater concept. It has 

id e n t i f i e d  its need to be a theater. T h o u g h  it r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  

need for a u d i t o r i u m  use, it has c o r r e c t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  that a

■SWHH, . .. r



No. of No. of T o t a l
P r o d u c t i o n s  P e r f o r m a n c e s  A t t e n d a n c e

t h e a t e r  c a n  b e c o m e  an a u d i t o r i u m ,  b u t  an  a u d i t o r i u m  c a n n o t  be 

c o m e  a the'*ter.

A t a b u l a t i o n  of p r e s e n t  u s e s  of the e x i s t i n g  a u d i t o r i u m  and 

total aud.cr.ces:

Organ, i z a t  1 on

(U s e r )

S ch oo l  D ram at ic  P r o d u c t i o n s :

S e n i o r  "usj.Cei l  

Slink ospen.ve 

j r . - S o p h .  P l a y  

8t l i - 9 t h  Grade P l a y  

M u m m o r  •

PapCaJd

ii.; . r-i'iC’.c tn

Coiio.-r ‘ Soii.*.

W o r i s b e p n

Stud cm1 body I'.cM j.ngr 

PuI-) 1 * *■' '...i n y s / h e a r i n g .-

S tu.denl " v / i c s  

•

Com: ien*'omei. t 

Bacon 1 a u r e a t e  *

Awards Ceremony *

TOTALS* *

* p : o b a b l y  w i l l  move t o  gym.

1 3 1 2 5 0  •

I 2 1 0 0 0

1 2 350

1 1 300

2 4 000

1 1 200

4 4 1200

0 6 1 2 0 0

3 6 400

8 8 1850

4 4 400

50 50 1 500

1 i 4 50

1 1 300

1 1 300

85 94 1 1 , 5 0 0’

' . i r r . n l  o r  :;et pn.-pwr , i: i on t i mi*.

m e m b e r  ol. e o m n u n  Lty . 11 i.Olid;* 4 .



F U T U R E  P O T E N T I A L

It is an c s t n b l i  shod s t a t i s t i c  t h a t  a new, b e t t o r  a n d  m o v e  

a t t r a c t i v e  f a c i l i t y  a l w a y s  p r o d u c e s  e n l a r g e d  a u d i e n c e  a t t e n d­

a n c e  f i g u r e s .  In a d d i t i o n  p l a n s  a r e  u n d e r  w a y  for r.cvcraj a d d i ­

ti o n a l  e v e n t s .  A p o t e n t i a l  F i l m  S e r i e s  (cvenincj) is u n d e r  d i s­

cu s s i o n .  (5 f i l m  s h o w i n g s )

2. F u t u r e  p l a n s  call for t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a S u m m e r  T h e a t e r  

P r o g r a m  for S t u d e n t s .

3. D e s i g n  o f  the N e w  S c h o o l  T h e a t e r  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a­

tion  the coisii’* ; of a d e e p  w a t e r  p i e r  f o r  P e t e r s b u r g  a n d  the 

r e g u l a r  v i s i t s  by t o u r  boats. A  s e r i o u s  lii.storical-music.-al d r a m a  

as a t o u r i s t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i s  c o n t e m p l a t e d . It c o u l d  b e c o m e  a 

p r i m a r y  u s e r  of t h e  t h e a t e r  d u r i n g  the t o u r i s t  s e a s o n .  P e r­

f o r m a n c e s  of th i s  p r o d u c t i o n  in a d d i t i o n  to t h e  S u m m e r  T h e a t e r  

P r o g r a m  for S t u d e n t s  w i l l  m e a n  f u l l  12 m o n t h  u s a g e  of  t h e  

f a c i l i t y  and c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  d o u b l e  t h e  n u m b e r  of p e r f o r m a n c e s  

and t o t a l  a u d i e n c e s  a n n u a l l y .  I t  r e e n f o r c e s  the n e e d  for a w e l l  

e q u i p p e d ,  m o d e r n  t h e a t e r .
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TO: G R E A T E R  S I T K A  7-vRTS C O U N C I L

FROM: E L D O N  E L D E R  A S S O C I A T E S — T H E A T E R  C O N S U L T A N T  F O R  S A R A C  

RE: P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T E R  U S E / N E E D S  S U R V E Y

F O R W A R D

T h i s  s u r v e y  and r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  S i t k a  and S A R A C  

in o r d e r  t h a t  p r e s e n t  and l o n g  t e r m  n e e d s  r e l e v a n t  t o  p e r f o r m i n g  

a r t s  and v i s u a l  a r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  m a y  b e  d e l i n e a t e d  and f o r m a l­

ized, t h u s  l e a d i n g  to  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  f u t u r e  

a c t i o n s  for Sitka- I h a v e  m a d e  an a t t e m p t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p r e s e n t  

f a c i l i t i e s  f r o m  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  and i n t e n s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  

t h e  u s e r s .  T h i s  h a s  led t o  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

t h a t  f o l low.

E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

f-  •

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n s  f o r  S i t k a  to i n i t i a t e  p l a n s  for 

a P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T E R .  F o r e m o s t  a r e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  S i t k a  

p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  

b e i n g  a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  B u i l d i n g  or b y  a n y  

o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  in Sitka. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  S i t k a  is b e c o m i n g  the 

a c k n o w l e d g e d  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r  of S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w i t h  the n o w  

w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  S u m m e r  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  and t h e  S u m m e r  F i n e  A r t s  

Camp, p l u s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  S h e l d o n  

J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  and S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  S i t k a  

is d e v e l o p i n g  as a m a j o r  t o u r i s t  c o m m u n i t y  for S o u t h e a s t .

P E R F O R M A N C E  A R T S .  A  s u r v e y  of p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  g r o u p s  and t h e i r  

s p a c e  and f a c i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  is v e r y  r e v e a l i n g :



O r g a n i s a t i o n N u m b e r  of P e r f o r m a n c e s

B a r o n o f  L i t t l e  T h e a t e r  G u i l d

H i g h  S c h o o l  Band C o n c e r t s

H i g h  S c h o o l  P l a y s

V a r i e t y  S h o w

B a l l o t  R e c i t a l

S i t k a  C o n c e r t  A s s o c i a t i o n

A l a s k a  D a y  P a g e a n t

H i g h  S c h o o l  C h o r u s

J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  C h o r u s

J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  Band

F i l m  S o c i e t y

S i t k a  S u m m e r  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  

S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  C h o r u s  

N e w  A r c h a n g e l  D a n c e r s  

F i n e  A r t s  C a m p

S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e )  N e e d s  n o t  y e t

8-10
6 +
2
1
1
6+
3 

2+ 
2
4

6-8
6
2

100+
11 (3 m a j o r  e v e n t s ,  

8 r e c i t a l s )

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e d e t e r m i n e d

T o t a l  1 6 0 - 1 6 4 +

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  1 6 0 - 1 6 4  e s t i m a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  in need o f  

p e r f o r m a n c e  s p a c e  p e r  year. T h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  o n - s t a g e  r e ­

h e a r s a l  t i m e  or set-up, l i g h t i n g ,  and t e c h n i c a l  r e h e a r s a l  t i m e  

f o r  t h e a t r i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n s .  It_ is a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a t i s t i c  

t h a t  c o m f o r t a b l e ,  a t t r a c t i v e ,  n e w  p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t i e s  a l w a y s  

g e n e r a t e  g r e a t e r  a t t e n d a n c e  and i n c r e a s e d  n u m b e r s  of p r o d u c t i o n s .  

E f f i c i e n t ,  m o d e r n  f a c i l i t i e s  s t i m u l a t e  h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  in p r o­

d u c t i o n  and p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h e  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  c l i m a t e  of a 

c o m m u n i t y  is g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o - h o u s e  t h e  v a r i o u s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  e v e nts.

S i t k a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and t h e  t w o  c o l l e g e s  a r e  w i t h o u t  p e r f o r m a n c e  

f a c i l i t i e s .  A r t s  p r o g r a m s  in t h e s e  s c h o o l s  c a n n o t  d e v e l o p  u n t i l  

f a c i l i t i e s  to w o r k  in a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  G r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

t h e  a r t s  in c o m m u n i t y  and s c h o o l s  s e e m  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t i f l e d  u n t i l  

a p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t y  is bu i l t .

T O U R I S M .  S i t k a  is o n e  of t h o  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  c o m m u n i t i e s  in t h e  

S o u t h e a s t .  Its n a t u r a l  so t t i n g ,  env.i r o n m o n t  and w a t e r f r o n t  arc; 

supe r b .  Its t r a d i t i o n s  and h i s t o r y  a m  f a s c i n a t i n g .  A l l  of t h i s  

i n d i c a t e s  that t h e  p o t e n t i a l  for t o u r i s m  h a s  o n l y  b a r e l y  b e e n  

t o u c h e d .  T o u r i s m  is a l r e a d y  S i t k a ' s  l a r g e s t  and f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  

i n d u s t r y .  W i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  h u n d r e d  tour s h i p s  s c h e d u l e d  

f o r  t h e  s u m m e r  of  1975 b r i n g i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o u r i s m  f i g u r e  to o v e r

— ■i— — — i—



100,000, t h e r e  is a ne e d  for i n c r e a s e d  m o a n s  of e n t c r t a i  n i n g  t h e s e  

v i s i t o r s  w h i l e  t h e y  a r c  ashore. T h e r e  is a g r o w i n g  ne e d  for m o r e  

t h a n  o n e  t y p e  of e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  t o u r i s t  "event". 

T o u r i s m  in A l a s k a  is g r o w i n g  at an a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a t e  of f i f t e e n  

p e r  cent. It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s  a r c  n e w  d o l l a r s ,  

t h e r e f o r e  w o r t h  m o r e  in a c t u a l  i m p a c t  on t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  B U I L D I N G .  T h e  C e n t e n n i a l  B u i l d i n g  is a v e r y  h a n d ­

so m e  c e n t e r p i e c e  t o  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Si t k a .  A s . a  

b a n q u e t  h a ll, a t o u r i s t  and c o n v e n t i o n  c e n t e r ,  it s e e m s  t o  s e r v e  

its s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  v e r y  well. H o w e v e r ,  a P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  

it is not. N o r  c a n  it ever b e  r e m o d e l e d  to  b e c o m e  one. S o m e  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  to t h e  o n - s t a g e  and b a c k s t a g e  f a c i l i u i e s  and e q u i p m e n t  

c o u l d  i m p r o v e  it for p e r f o r m a n c e  use. T h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  sh o u l d  

b e  d o n e  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  T h e  c o s t  w o u l d  b e  m o d e s t  and the 

m o n e y  w e l l  spent.

B e c a u s e  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  Bui.]ding is so h a n d s o m e  and is a j u s t i­

f i a b l e  s o u r c e  of p r i d e  for t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  it is diffi.cu.lt for 

t h o s e  p e o p l e  n o t  i n v o l v e d  in p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  to r e a l i s e  t h e  

i n a d e q u a c i e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h e  l a c k  of 

b a c k s t a g e  s p a c e  and o f f - s t a g e  w i n g  space, d r e s s i n g  r o o m s ,  s t a g e  

l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  and s t a g e  r i g g i n g ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  f l a t  f l o o r  

of t h e  a u d i t o r i u m ,  m o v a b l e  s e a t s  a n d  f a u l t y  a c o u s t i c s ,  m a k e  it 

u n w o r k a b l e  for drama, m u s i c a l  c o m e d y ,  opera, m o s t  d a n c e  and m u s i c a l  

e v e n t s .  T h e  C e n t e n n i a l  B u i l d i n g  is, in t h i s  sense, a "mixed 

b l e s s i n g "  for t h e  a r t s  in Sitka.

P e r f o r m a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  in g e t t i n g  

b o o k i n g s  in t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  B u i l d i n g .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  it h a s  b e e n  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  w h e n  the C e n t e n n i a l  f a c i l i t y  is set u p  for a 

S a l m o n  Bake, t h e r e  is r e s i s t a n c e  ( u n d e r s t a n d a b l y )  t o  c l e a r i n g  t h e  

s p a c e  for a p e r f o r m a n c e  event. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  s c h e d u l i n g  

b e c o m e s  s o m e w h a t  l i m i t e d  ~nd t h e  faci.lity c a n n o t  s e r v e  all 

i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y  e q u a l l y .

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  F O  1 S I T K A

A F e a s i b i l i t y  S t u d y  for a P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  s h o u l d  be  

u n d e r t a k e n  b y  S i t k a  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s u l t i n g  in a P r o g r a m  for a 

P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  in Sitka, t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  needs.

S i n c e  S i t k a  h a s  no  t h e a t e r  or s c h o o l  a u d i t o r i u m ,  it s e e m s  on 

f i r s t  a p p r a i s a l ,  t h a t  a l a r g o  t h e a t e r  s e a t i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  750
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w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  o p t i m u m  size. H o w e v e r ,  th i s  r e q u i r e s  i n - d e p t h  

s t u d y  b e f o r e  a d e c i s i o n  can b e  r e a c h e d .  'Ihc a u d i t o r i u m  s h o u l d  

h a v e  f i xed s e a t i n g  and a r a k e d  floor. T h e  s t a g e  s h o u l d  h e  as 

f l e x i b l e  as p o s s i b l e  to  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  w i d e s t  v a r i e t y  of p e r­

f o r m a n c e  e v e nts. T h e  a n c i l l a r y  s p a c e s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a d e q u a t e  

d r e s s i n g  rooms, m a k e - u p  room, g r e e n  room, r e h e a r s a l  ro o m s ,  s c e n e  

shop, c o s t u m e  shop, e l e c t r i c a l  shop, c o n t r o l  c e n t e r ,  a r t s  o r g a n i­

z a t i o n  of f i c e s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  and s t o r a g e .  T h e  p u b l i c  

s p a c e s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  lobbies, l o u n g e s ,  t i c k e t  office, and if 

p o s s i b l e ,  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  rooms, p r a c t i c e  rooms, c r a f t s  w o r k s h o p s ,  

and m a x i m u m  s e c u r i t y  a r t  e x h i b i t i o n  space. It w o u l d  b e  d e s i r a b l e  

t o  c o n s i d e r  a s m a l l e r  f l a t  floor a s s e m b l y  r o o m  in the P e r f o r m i n g  

A r t s  C e n t e r  t h a t  c o u l d  se]:ve m e e t i n g s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  films, w h i c h  

c o u l d  b e  e q u i p p e d  to s e r v e  as an i n t i m a t e  t h e a t e r - i n - t h e - r o u n d .

T h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  and b a c k s t a g e  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  c o u l d  b e  

p l a n n e d  t o  s e r v e  b o t h  f a c i l i t i e s .

I D E N T I F Y  A  B U I L D I N G  SITE. T h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i t e  is 

of m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e .  It is d o u b l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  p o s s i b l e  

land is so l i mited. N o  o n e  s i t e  s e e m s  t o  s t a n d  o u t  as t h e  b e s t  

c h o i c e  au th i s  time. O n e  of t h e  f i r s t  t a s k s  of t h e  Study, t h e r e­

fore, s h o u l d  b e  t o  m a k e  an i n t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  a l l  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

T h e  s i t e s  so f a r  e x a m i n e d  a n d / o r  d i s c u s s e d  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  

l o c a t i o n s  on t h e  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C a m p u s  ( i n c l u d i n g  r e n o v a t i n g  

and e n l a r g i n g  A l l e n  A u d i t o r i u m ) ,  t h e  old C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  site, 

t h e  n e w  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  land, and t h e  p r e s­

ent C i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  site. E a c h  of t h e s e  e n j o y s  

c e r t a i n  a d v a n t a g e s  and d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,  so t h e y  m u s t  b e  e x p l o r e d  

in d e p t h  to d e t e r m i n e  m e a n s  o f  o v e r c o m i n g  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  b e f o r e  a 

d e c i s i o n  is made. T h e r e  a r e  d o u b t l e s s  o t h e r  s i t e s  t h a t  m e r i t  

s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  as w e ll. M a j o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  m u s t  i n clude:

L a n d  c o n d i t i o n s

S i z e  of land p a r c e l

A v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n i t y  

C e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  

T r a f f i c  m o v e m e n t  

Park.i ng

A v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  t o u r i s t  v i s i t o r s

E c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  for a c q u i s i t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  and 

o p e r a t i o n a l  b u d g e t

E S T A B L I S H  A  B U I L D I N G  C O M M I T T E E . T h e  B u i l d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d
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b e  a srnal] , a c t i v e  ((roup e m p o w e r e d  t o  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h  r ..Ter­

en c e  to t h e  Perfonnincj A r t s  P r o g r a m  a n d  its i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  t 

s h o u l d  b e  as b r o a d l y  b a s e d  as p o s s i b l e  in t h e  arts, b u s i n e s s ,  

and g o v e r n m e n t  of Sitka.

S u p p o r t i n g  and a d v i s i n g  t h e  B u i l d i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  

a l a r g e r  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  a s p e c t s  of c o m m u n i t y  

life. T h e  i n p u t  of t h i s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  is of e x t r e m e  i m p o r t­

ance. T h e i r  e n t h u s i a s m  for t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  P r o j e c t  and t h e i r  

s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  of t h e  B u i l d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  is i n d i s p e n s i b l e .  • T h e i r  

r o l e  in c o l l e c t i n g  and d i s s e m i n a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  is v i t a l .

T H E  P R O G R A M

A  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  is a h i g h l y  c o m p l e x ,  u n i q u e l y  i n d i v i d­

u a l  b u i l d i n g .  It is m a d e  u p  of s p e c i a l i z e d  s p a c e s  w h i c h  u s e  h i g h l y  

s p e c i a l i z e d  e q u i p m e n t .  It is e s s e n t i a l - - b e f o r e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

b e f o r e  b r i c k s  and m o r t a r ,  b e f o r e  f u n d - r a i s i n g — t h a t  a c o m p r e h e n­

si v e  p r o g r a m  fox* t h e  c e n t e r  b e  w r i t t e n .

1. T h i s  P r o g r a m  w i l l  d e f i n e  t h e  n e e d s — p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e —  

f o r  Sitka.

2. T h e  P r o g r a m  e x a m i n e s  t h e  i m p a c t  on b u s i n e s s - a n d  on 

n e i g h b o r h o o d .  It w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  

i m p a c t  of t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  on Sitka, t h e  s e r v i c e -  

t y p e  j o b s  and t h e  t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  j o b s  it w i l l  c r e a t e .

3. T h e  P r o g r a m  v/ill s t u d y  t h e  t o u r i s t  i m p a c t  of t h e  C e n t e r .

A. T h e  P r o g r a m  p i n p o i n t s  t h e  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and t r a n s­

l a t e s  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n t o  a c t u a l ,  d e f i n e d ,  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  

f u n c t i o n i n g  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  t h e a t e r  plant. It o u t l i n e s  the 

s p e c i a l  e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  It h a n d l e s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

o f  t r a f f i c  f l o w  for public, p e r s o n n e l  and m a t e r i a l  b o t h  

i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r k i n g  and 

p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

5. T h o  P r o g r a m  w i l l  f o r m u l a t e  tin* g o v e r n i n g  p o l i c y  for the 

C e n t e r  and the, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  C e n t e r .

6. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  c o s t  e s t i m a t e

f o r  t h o  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  its s p e c i a l  t h e a t e r  e q u i p­

ment. It w i l l  i n c l u d e  e s t i m a t e d  o p e r a t i n g  and m a i n t e n a n c e  

b u d g e t s .
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7. T h e  P r o g r a m  w i l l  o u t l i n e  p r o p o n e d  s o u r c e s  for f u n d i n g  

and sup p o r t .

P l a n n i n g  a g o o d  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  c o m m e n c e s  c e n t e r  stage.

It is d e s i g n e d  o u t w a r d  f r o m  t h a t  f o c a l  p o i n t  t o  e n c o m p a s s  stage, 

a u d i t o r i u m ,  all a n c i l l a r y  s p a c e s  and a l l  p u b l i c  s p a c e s .

T H E  D O C U M E N T .  T h e  P r o g r a m  and t h o  P r o g r a m  D o c u m e n t  is t h e  w o r k  

of a P r o f e s s i o n a l  T h e a t e r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t a n t ,  w h o  m a i n t a i n s  a 

c l o s e  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n c e r n e d .  A r c h i­

t e c t u r e  is t h e  f i n a l  p a r t  of t h e a t e r  p l a n n i n g .  T h e  P r o g r a m  

b u d g e t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  f u n d s  t o  e n g a g e  an a r c h i t e c t  t o  m a k e  p r e­

l i m i n a r y  d e s i g n s  as w e l l  as a P r e s e n t a t i o n  for p u r p o s e s  of 

p r i v a t e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d / o r  b o n d  issue.

T h e  P r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  p a r t i e s .  K e e p i n g  

t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d  is e s s e n t i a l .
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T h i s  s u r v e y  and r e p o r t  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  S k a g w a y  and 

S A R A C  in o r d e r  t h a t  p r e s e n t  and l o n g  t e r m  n e e d s  r e l e v a n t  to 

p e r f o r m i n g  ar t s  and v i s u a l  a r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  m a y  b e  d e l i n e a t e d  and 

f o r m a l i z e d ;  t h u s  l e a d i n g  to  r e c o m m e n d e d  i m m e d i a t e  and f u t u r e  

a c t i o n s  f o r  S k a g w a y .  I h a v e  m a d e  an a t t e m p t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  

p r e s e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f r o m  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  d i s ­

c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  u s e r s  and t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  n e e d s  of a u d i e n c e s  

and p e r f o r m e r s  and t h e  c o m m u n i t y’. T h i s  h a s  led t o  t h e  o b s e r v a­

ti o n  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w .

P R E S E N T  C O N D I T I O N S

W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  t o t a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  g y m n a s i u m - m u l t i -  

p u r p o s e  r o o m  in the S k a g w a y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  B u i l d i n g ,  S k a g w a y  h a s  

n o  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  f a c i l i t y .  A n d  y e t  S k a g w a y  h a s  o n e  of  t h e  

m o s t  a c t i v e  ar t s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  a r t s  p r o g r a m s  in a l l  S o u t h e a s t .  

Its t h r e e  y e a r  old A r t s  C o u n c i l  r e p r e s e n t s  e v e r y  a r t s  e f f o r t  in 

t h e  C o m m u n i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n c e r t  a s s o c i a t i o n  f u n c t i o n s .  T h e  

A r t s  C o u n c i l  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a c t  as d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  f u n d s  for 

a r t s  p r o j e c t s .  Its a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

school.

W i t h  its r a i l r o a d  and t o u r i s m - o r i e n t e d  e c o n o m y ,  S k a g w a y  e n j o y s  

a h i g h  u p p e r - m i d d l e  c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  p e r  

c a p i t a  i n c o m e  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  S k a g w a y ' s  w i n t e r  s e a s o n  

a l l o w s  r e s i d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  n e e d  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  arts,

F O R W A R D



w h i l e  its s u m m e r  t o u r i s m  r e q u i r e s  f a c i l i t i e s  to  e n t e r t a i n  its 

v i s i t o r s .

T o u r i s m  at p r e s e n t  brinejs m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  to  S k a g w a y  

e a c h  s e a s o n .  T o u r i s m  in A l a s k a  is i n c r e a s i n g  at an a v e r a g e  r a t e  

of 1 5 %  p e r  year. A s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  f a c i l i t i e s  i m prove, a b e t t e r  

p o r t  f a c i l i t y  is d e v e l o p e d ,  and t h e  p r o j e c t e d  r o a d  is open, t h e r e  

is l i t t l e  d o u b t  b u t  t h a t  S k a g w a y  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  

in t o u r i s t  traffic. D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  w i n t e r  s p o r t s  in t h e  S k a g w a y  

a r e a  s e e m s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  in t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  A n  e s t i m a t e d

1 4 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  a r e  p r e d i c t e d  f o r  S k a g w a y  b y  1977.

T h e  p r i n c i p a l  t o u r i s t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t , D A Y S  OF '98, p l a y e d  96 

p e r f o r m a n c e s  in t h e  s u m m e r  of  1 9 7 4 — it lias b e e n  r u n n i n g  s i n c e  

1921, t h e  l o n g e s t  r u n n i n g  attrac.-j.on in A l a s k a .  T h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  

is i n a d e q u a t e l y  h o u s e d  in t h e  E a g l e s '  H a l l  and is in n e e d  of 

b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it s e e m s  c l e a r  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  

t o u r i s t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  in S k a g w a y  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  in t h e  v e r y  n e a r  

future.

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  need is great. D e s p i t e  its g r o s s  i n a d e q u a c i e s ,  

t h e r e  is a s c h e d u l i n g  p r o b l e m  w i  ..i t h e  s c h o o l  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  

room. It is c o n s t a n t l y  in d e m a n d .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  a v e r a g e s  

f i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  p e r  m o n t h  i n c l u d i n g  C o m m u n i t y  Ch o i r ,  P o v e r t y  

Players, and s c h o o l  e v e n t s .  T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  or s i x  o u t s i d e  

e v e n t s  s u c h  as the U t a h  D a n c e r s .  T h e r e  is a v e r y  a c t i v e  a r t i s t -  

.in-residcnce p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  t o t a l  an a v e r a g e  f i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y  

u s a g e  clu^a per month.

In a d d i t i o n  to a p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t y  t h e r e  is a need f o r  the 

f o l l o w i n g :

A  own H a l l  M e e t i n g  R o o m  for C i t y  C o u n c i l

A r t  and C r a f t s  R o o m

M u s e u m  and L i b r a r y

O f f i c e s  for A r t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

R e h e a r s a l  R o o m

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  R o o m s

E X I S T I N G  F A C I L I T I E S .  It is a m i s n o m e r  to c a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  S c h o o l  

m u l t i - p u r p o s e  s p a c e  a p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t y .  1't is a 1 9 3 0 's 

v i n t a g e ,  f l a t - f l o o r e d ,  u n d e r s i z e d  g y m n a s i u m ,  w i t h  a p o s t a g e  s L a m p  

s t a g e  a t  o n e  end of t h e  room. It is a c o u s t i c a l l y  s u b s t a n d a r d .



It h a s  no fixed s e a t i n g  and a u d i e n c e s  m u s t  s i t  on f o l d i n g  chairs. 

It h a s  n o  r i g g i n g  or fly loft, n o  s t a g e  l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  nj 

l i g h t i n g  c ontrol, and no s o u n d  e q u i p m e n t .  I'll e r e  a r c  tv/o sirr., .'.1 

d r e s s i n g  r o o m s  o p e n i n g  d i r e c t l y  o n t o  the s t a g e  w h i c h  a r e  n o w  used 

p r i n c i p a l l y  for s t o r i n g  band e a s e s  and b a n d  u n i f o r m s .  T h e r e  are 

n o  toilets, showers, or w a s h  b a s i n s .  T h e r e  is n o  m a k e - u p  room, 

no  g r e e n  room, n o . s t o r a g e  space, and n o  c o s t u m e  or s c e n e  shop. 

T h e r e  is no l o b b y  or l o u n g e  s p a c e  for t h e  a u d i e n c e .  T h e r e  is o n l y  

o n e  m a r k e d  exit. T h e r e  is n o  c o n c e r t  g r a n d  pi a n o ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

c o n c e r t  p i a n i s t s  a r e  n e v e r  on t h e  S k a g w a y  P r o g r a m  o f  o u t s i d e  

e v e n t s .

E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  M i s s i o n  i n d i c a t e s  e x t e n s i v e  r e m o d e l i n g  

w o u l d  be  r e q u i r e d  to t r a n s f o r m  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  a p e r f o r m a n c e  

f a c i l i t y  o f  even m i n i m u m  a c c e p t a b l e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  

chapel, in a d d i t i o n  t o  its d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  second 

floor, is o n l y  t w e n t y - t w o  f e e t  w i d e — it is n e i t h e r  w i d e  e n o u g h  or 

h i g h  e n o u g h  for a the a t e r .  A  m a j o r  a l t e r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  m a n d a t o r y ,  

T h e  a s k i n g  p r i c e  for a b u i l d i n g  a n d  land p o s e s  a s e r i o u s  o b s t a c l e .  

H owever, the M i s s i o n  is a sound, b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  and e n j o y s  the 

a d v a n t a g e  of a d e q u a t e  s p a c e  to a c c o m o d a t e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a n c i l l a r y  

f a c i l i t i e s  as w e l l  as p o s s i b l e  s p a c e  for c i t y  o f f i c e s .  Its 

l o c a t i o n  is n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g o o d  for c r u i s e  s h i p  t o u r i s t s  or 

f or t h e  h o t e l s .

T h e  F r a t e r n a l  O r d e r  o f  Eagles' Ilall is n o t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  to  

c o n s i d e r .  T h e  old W h i t e  Pass R a i l r o a d  B u i l d i n g  is t h e  m o s t  

i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  in w h i c h  t o  c r e a t e  a P e r f o r m i n g  

A r t s  C e n t e r .  Its l o c a t i o n  is e x c e l l e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  

w o u l d  a l s o  r e q u i r e  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r i o r  r e m o d e l i n g  and r e n o v a t i o n .  

I ts t o t a l  s q u a r e  f o o t a g e  of s p a c e  is li m i t e d .  It w o u l d  r e q u i r e

a  s e r i o u s  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  ius f e a s i b i l i t y .  Fir s t ,  of course, 

its a v a i l a b i l i t y  w o u l d  h a v e  to b e  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  Nationeil P a r k s  

F o u n d a t i o n  and the K l o n d i k e  F e v e r  P r o j e c t .

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

N o n e  of the e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  in S k a g w a y  t h a t  w e r e  e x a m i n e d  

c a n  b e c o m e  a P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  f a c i l i t y  w i t h o u t  m a j o r  s t r u c t u r a l  

cha n g e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  it in r e c o m m e n d e d  that S k a g w a y  c o m m i s s i o n  

a S t u d y  to D e v e l o p  a P r o g r a m  for an A r t s  C e n t e r ,  g i v i n g  a t t e n t i o n  

to an e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n .



T h e  o p t i m u m  s e a t i n g  for t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  f a c i l i t y  s e e m s  t o  lie 

in t h e  3 5 0 - 4 0 0  range. T h i s  r e q u i r e s  i n - d e p t h  study, h o w e v e r ,  

b e f o r e  a f inal f i g u r e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d .

It s e e m s  a d v i s a b l e ,  in f a c t  m a n d a t o r y ,  t h a t  t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  

C e n t e r  be  d e v e l o p e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  arts, t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  school, 

and t o u r i s m .  It  s h o u l d  a c c o m m o d a t e  b o t h  p e r f o r m a n c e  a r t s  and 

v i s u a l  arts. It s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  and o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  

m e t t i n g .  It s h o u l d  b e  f l e x i b l e  e n o u g h  to p l a n  to  a c c o m m o d a t e -  

t o u r i s t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  season.

T h e  S k a g w a y  A r t s  C o u n c i l  and its S t u d y  m i g h t  m o v e  in s e v e r a l

d i r e c t i o n s  to p r o v i d e  t h e  m u c h - n e e d e d  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  S t u d y  s h o u l d

c o n s i d e r  t h e m  a l l  b e f o r e  a P r o g r a m  is w r i t t e n .

1. R e m o d e l  and e x t e n d  t h e  S c h o o l  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  room.

2. D e v e l o p  a P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  as a w i n g  a t t a c h e d  

t o  m u c h - n e e d e d  c i t y  g o v e r n m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s .

3. E x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  S e r v i c e  (Nati o n a l  P a r k  F o u n d a t i o n )  to d e s i g n  t h e  t h e a t e r  

d e s i g n a t e d  for i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  old W h i t e  Pass R a i l r o a d  

B u i l d i n g  i n t o  a v i a b l e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  t o  s a t i s f y  

c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  as w e l l  as t o u r i s m .

4. L o c a t e  a n e w  s i t e  for a n e w  s t r u c t u r e .

THE P R O G R A M
I—

A  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  is a h i g h l y  c o m p l e x ,  u n i q u e l y  i n d i v i d­

ual b u i l d i n g .  It is m a d e  u p  of  s p e c i a l i z e d  s p a c e s  w h i c h  u s e  

h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  e q u i p m e n t .  I t  is e s s e n t i a l — b e f o r e  a r c h i­

tectu r e ,  b e f o r e  b r i c k s  a n d  . m o r t a r ,  b e f o r e  f u n d - r a i s i n g — t h a t  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m  for t h e  c e n t e r  b e  w r i t t e n .

1. T h i s  T r o g r a m  w i l l  d e f i n e  t h e  n e e d s — p r e s e n t  eind 

f u t u r e — for Gk ay w a y .

2. T h e  P r o g r a m  e x a m i n e s  t h e  i m p a c t  on b u s i n e s s  a n d  on 

n e i g h b o r h o o d .  It w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of e m p l o y m e n t  

i m p a c t  of t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r  on S k a g w a y ,  t h e  s e r v i c e -  

o r i e n t e d  jobs and the t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  jo b s  it w i l l  c r e a t e .
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