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| 7151. Repealed. Jim* 32. 1512, cl). 435, 36 Stat. 331.

Section, act* Feb. 22. 1635, ch. iB. | 13, 49 Stat. 33;
June 14. 1937. ch. 335. 50 Stat 757; June 29. 1939. ch. 250.
53 Stat. 927. provided lor expiration of this chapter on
Jun* 30. 1942.

§ 713m. Cooperation between Secretary of Interior and
Federal and State authorities.

The Secretary of the Interior, in carrying out this
chapter. Is authorir'-d to cooperate with Federal ar.d
State authorities. iJune 25. 1346, ch. 472. } 3. 60
Stat. 307.)

Codification

lection was not enacted as a part of the Connolly Hot

Qil Act which comprises this chapter.
Deuoation Or Powras

Delegation of President’s authority to the Secretary of
the Interior, see note set out under section 715) of this
title.

Chapter 15B— N'ATI UAL GAS
Sec.

717 Nec»«Airy for regulation of natural gas companies

717a Definitions

717b Exportation or importation of natura! gas

717c Rates and charges; schedules; suspensicn of new
rate*

717d Fixing rates and charges determination of coet of
production or transportation.

717e. Ascertainment of cos' of property

717f Construction, extension or abandonment of facili-
ties: certificate of convenience and necessity;
condemnation proceedings

7179 Acc .uritj; record*. memoranda.

717h Rates of depreciation

7171 Periodic and rprrial rf rts

717J), 8t.ue compacts; reports on.

717k Official! dealing In securities

7171. Complaints

717m Investigations by Commission: attendance of wit-
[.eN-i dop..*:ur:u

717n Jt-jrir.- = rule- nf procedure

7170. Administrative power* of Cotr.mUllon; rule*, regula
tlous. and orders

717p Use of Joint boards; cooperation with Stute commit-
atcna

717q. Appointment of otlicera und employees

717r Reliearlngs, court review of orders.

717« Enforcement of chapter; regulations end ufdeis

717b  O»n“ral pet.nl:e .

717u. Jun-dictio.i of offenses, enf rcement of llabllltla*
and duties

717* Separability of provisions.

717w Short title

8717. Necessity for regulation of natural gat com-
panies.

(a) As disclosed
Commission made pursuant to S. Res. 83 tSeventieth
Congress, first testion> and other reports made pur-
suant to the auth'- uy oi Congress, tt Is declared
that the buVncss of transporting and selling natu-
ral g¥ for ultimate distribution to the public is
affected with a public and that Federal
regulation in matters relating to the transportation

interest,

of natural gas and the sale thereof in interstate and
foreign commerce Is necessary in the public Interest.

tb> The provisions of this chapter shall apply to
the transportation of natural gas In interstate com-
merce. to the sale In interstate commerce of natural
gas for resale for ultimuto public consumption for
domestic, commercial, industrial, or any other use.
and to natural-gas companies engaged in u; h trans-
portation or ale, but

halt no: apply lu an> other

transportation or sale of natural gas or u> the local

TITLE 15.- COMMERCE AND TRADE

In reports of the Federal Trade

P-. m

distribution of natural gas or to the facilities = <
for such distribution or to the production o> gath-r"
mg of natural gas.

tc) The provisions of this chapter shall net -
to any person er.”aced jn or legally author..:? ;
gage in the transportation in interstate comm*—
thl sale in In*—r‘*3:r crm:nr-rce for re...;
urai gas received bv such person from another -
son within or at the boundary of a State if [
natural gas so received Is
within such State, or to any facilities used by y_

ultimately cor.sum e

person for such transportation or sale, provided t*.-*
the rates and service of such person and facilst
T--
provisions of t
declared to *
local concern and subVc* e
rogulation by the several States. A certiftc.r
from such State commi-.non to the Federal r
Commission that such State commission ttas re--
uiatory jurisdiction over rates and service of

be subject to regulation by a State commission
matters exempted from the
cr.apter by this subsection are
matters primarily of

person and facilities and is exercism? such en
a M. cc:(. c tel. ¥vv..tr.i* of

regu-atory power or jurisdiction. (June 21. 1034

ch. 556, 51. 52 Stat. 321; Mar. 27 1954. ch 115

Stat 30 i

AmiineMr.m

Act Vir 27

1934— Sub**-. |c) 1954. a<M-d

ie..
Section RrrT.Fr.ra tv in Ovnsa Strttow™*
flrls »«ailon is referred to In tit!* 40 section M76

g 717a Definitions.

When used In this chapter
ct.’crrise requires—

unless thr cor.fex'

mPerson” includes an individual or n col-

on.

Corporat.on” in- 'udci any corpora': r
.out*.-v.ock connnsi" , i;tr»: up. assuci.i'. n
business trust, organized group of person.’
whether Incorporated or not. receiver or receiv-

ers. trustee or truxte-'s cf ar.v of the foregoing
but shall not Include municipalities as herein-
after defined.

«31 "Municipality" ='itv.

morns i covnts r

other political siadlv.iiui or m ncy of a S:....
141 "State" means iv State tdmKted to the
Union, the District of Coli; =* and any or-

ganued Territory of the Unh.d States.

<5> "Natural gis"rr.rars rilli»
mixed, or any mixture oi
gas

natural ’as tin-
natural and artificial
6 "Natural-gas company" means a person
engaged In the transportation of natural gas in
interstate commerce, or the sale in interstate cor
merer of such gas for resale.
17) "Interstate commerce"
between any point In a State and any potr.t out-

nuans commerce

side thereof, or between point within th< same
Stale but through uny place out- ie there f. t it
only insofar as such commerce tag’s place within
the United States.

18) "Staio commlsilcn” means the regulatorv
body of the State or municipality having luris-
d.-:” C3 to regulate rite and cmr:*.i fir tl -t
of natural gus to consumers within the St ite or

municipality.
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t9> , Comm.;ssion" ana “Cor..in.3; or" n-.erns
the Federal Power Commission, and a member
thereof, respectively.
(June 21. 1938. ch. 556. §2, 52 Stat. 821.)
Caoss Retixences

Federal Power Commission, creation of. see section 792
r Title 10. Conservation.

57l7b. Exportation or importation of natural gas.
After six months from June 21, 1938, no person
shall export any natui?! gas from the United States
to a foreign country or import any natural gas from
a foreign country without li-st having secured an
order of the Commission authorizing it to do so.
The Commission shall issue such o'der upon appli-
cation, unless, after opportunity for hearing. It finds
that the proposed exportation or Importation will
The Com-
mission may by its order grant such application,

r.o: be consistent with the public interest

m whole or in part, with such modification and upon
-uch terms and conditions as the Commission may
«~ind necessary or appropriate, and may from time to
| for g:;Ori
cause shown, make such supplemental order in the
premises as it may find necessary or appropriate.
-June 21. 1938. ell. 556. J 3. 52 Star 823 "

Thansfih or Functions

All executive and udr.jmutrulive function* of the
F- tiers! Power CommUMon were, with certain reservations,
i..-u»ferred to the Chairman -if suili CommI-M n. with
authority vested in him io authorize their performance
try any officer, employee or administrative unit under
Ms jurisdiction, by 1050 R- jrg Plan No D, IIl. 2. eft,
e'ay 24. 1950 15 F R 3ITS 04 Shn* 1203. <et out In the
Appendix to Title 5. isovernmenc Ow-i.zaron and

DtItOATtON or Functions

Functions of the Prevalent respecting certain facilities
r.Atructed and maint,lined on United S-.ites borders
- egared to the Secretary of State, act- Ex ord No. 11423.
10. 10(13. 33 FR. 11741. set out as a note under sec-

= a301 of T. le 3. The President

Ct Ood No 10485. Pcnro*M.*Ncc oi Function* IttsrccT-
INO EttCTSIC Powca ANtl NATURAL Q a» FACIL.rTtE* .LOCATTD
on United States Bonoras

Ex Ord No 10483. Sept 3. 1953. 13 FR. 5397. provided:
Fr.cnoM | (a) The Federal Power C-mmir im is her-by
(giulcd and empowered to perioim -ho following-
< cubed functions:
li To receive nil nppllcntlona for permits for the
evructlon, operation, maintenance or connection, al
= e border* of the Culled Slates, of facilities for the
h-nl-slon of eiccrrilc eneivy between the United States
«i.'l a foreign country.
3i To receive all nppllcnthms for periulta for the con-
viction. operation, maintenance, or connection, at the
rjers of the United Slate*, of facilities for the cxporta-
n or Importation of natural gas to or from a foreign
‘Untry.
31Up0n finding the Issuance of the permit lo be con-
*m with the public interest, and, after obtaining the
-ralile recommendations oi the Secretary of Slate and
* Secretary of Defense thereon, la issue to the nppll-
as appropriate, a permit f--r uich construction,
f-'tlhu. maintenance, or connection The Cuinmtasion
have the power to attach t.i (he I*-iane* of the
« 'tnlt and to the exercise of tho rights granted there-
-ftder such conditions as the public interest may in Its
id..ment require.
,b) In any case wherein the Fede-nl Power Commission.
1'e* Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense can-
icrcn as to whether or nut n pevrilt Ivuld be issued.
Commission shall submit t> :hc Prc-:dent f*r ap-
ot disap -roval the appilcatlon for a permit with

47-500 O— Tf—rol 3-----70
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the re -ft < ->wj tf he c-.r;—.‘tlon
of State and the Secretary of Defense.

Sec. 2. The Chairman or Acting Chairman cf the Fed-
eral Power Commission Is hereby designated and em-
powered to sign any permits Issued by the Federal Power
Commission pursuant to section | (si (3i hereof.

Sec 3 The Federal Power Comrtisslcr. Is authorized
to Issue such rules and regulations, ir.d to preicnoe such
procedures, as It may from time to time deem necessary
or dosir.b!r for -he e:cer-Ise of the aut.i.nr- Ue.rgated
to it by this order.

Sec 4. All P.-cdder.tlal Permits heretofore issued pur-
suant to Executive Order No. 8202 of Jul. 13 1923, and
in force at the time of the issuance of this order, and all
permits irsucd hereunder, shall remain Ir. full force and
effect until modified or revoked by the President or by
the Federal Power Commission.

Sec. 5. Executive Order No. 8202 of July 13. 1939, la
hereby revoked.

§717¢. Rates and charges; schedules; suspension of
new rates.

(a> All rates and charges made, demanded, or

S*:re*.ary

received by any natura’-gas company lor or in con-
nection with thi* transportation or suie of natural
gas subject to the jurisdiction of the Ccmrr.ssicn, and
all rules nr.d regulations affecting or pertaining to
such rates : cl rc s. hail be v.n at: r ibe.
and any such rate or charge that is not ju*t and
reasonable is declared to be unlawful.

(bi No natural-ga-- company *::all. v.th res lect to
any transpoit.it.on or .ale o: natural ;a* *ub.ect to
the jurisdiction of the Commission. (1> make or
grant any undue preicrence or advantage to any
person or sue;- cr arv yrrson to any u-.du< prejudice
or disadvantage, or < maintain any unreasonable
difference m rates, chatges. service, ticil..tes. or in
any other respect, either as between localities or us
between c’a<e of *m:vrc.

<c> Unc-r »ucli rile;- and regulation =a the Com-
mission may prescribe, every natuial-gs< company
shall file w:*h the C -rr.r.ilx'i-n. w.thin .icn tin e 'not
- [rc:u June 21. 192 *" a:d n mch
form as the Commission may dcsig .aie. am. *haU
keep open in convenient form and p.ice for public
Inspection, -.ehen.il>s showing all rut< < ar.d c targes
for any transportation nr sale subject to the Jurisdic-
tion of the Commission, and the classifications prac-
tices. and regulations affecting such rates .and
charges, t gc. er with all contracts wh: h : any

less than rr>

nannrr affrc: or relutt to such rates, v.tarjes, ..usi-
fications, and services.

(d) Unless the Commission otherv sc iid -u
change shull be made by any natural—*3s cmips y u*
any such rate, charge, classiflcaiion. cr scivici > in
any rule. rcBulattcn. or contract relating there].o, ex-
cept after thirty days' notice to the Ccmm.sslcn and
to the public. Such notice shall bo riven b> i'.img
with the Commission and keeping open for i-ublic
Inspection new schedules statins plainly the c’ vnge
or changes to be made in the schedule or set: J'des
then in force and th" time when the char.re or
changes will go into effect
good cause shown, ma;. alicw r age to take m feef
without requiring the 'flirty davalno'ice here.:, pro-

e Commission, for

vided for by an order specifying the chances so *0 be
made and the time when they ahall take effect
and the manner In which they shall be filed and
published.

> Whenever any such new schedule Is filed the
Commission ahall have authority, either upon uom-
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:*i;f Construction, extension, or abandonment of
fi.eiM'V*: cerl’~cal- convenience and necessity;
enndemnaiion prucvciiui,,3.

(s) Whenever the Commission, alter notice and
?portunlty .'or hearing, finds such action necessary
r desirable In the public Interest, it may by order

;.ct a natural-gas company to extend or Improve
s transportation facilities, to establish physical con-

-::n of its transportation facilities with the facil-
.., gof. and sell natural gas to. any person or mumci-
-al.ty engaged or legally authorized to engage in the

cal distribution of natural or artificial gas to the
public, and for such purpose to extend its transpor-
tation facilities to communities immediately adjacent
to such facilities or to territory served by such nat-
ural-gas company. If the Commission finds that no
undue burden will be placed upon such natural-gas
-empany thereby: Provided. That the Commission
hall have no authority to compel the enlargement of
er.tnsportaMon facilities for such purposes, or to com-
pel such natural-gas company to establish physical
connection or sell natural gas when to do so would
ir.pair its ability to render adequate service to its
:u‘tomers.

u N: natural-ga* company ‘hall abandon all or
my portion of Its facilities subject lo the ju.iadx-
tion of the Commission, or any service rendered by
r. :ans of such facilities, without the permission and
approval of the Commission first had and obtained,
if'er due hearing, and a finding by the Commission
that the available supply of natural gas is depleted
<0 the extent that the contimiar.ee of service is un-
warranted, or that the present or future pubi.c con-
emence or necessity permit such abandonment,

<c) No natural-gas company or person which will
se a natural-gas company upon completion of any
proposed construction or extension me-hall engage m
the transportation or sale of natural gas, subject to
the Jurisdiction of the Commission, or undertake
the construction or extension of any facilities there-
for, or acquire or operate any such facilities or exten-
sions thereof, unless there Is in force with respect to
such natural-gas company a certificate of public
convenience and necessity Issued by the Commis-
sion authoring such acts or operations: Provided,
however. Th t If any such natural-gas company or
gredocessor in Interest was bona fide eng iged In

.msportutlon or sale of natural gas. subject to the
Jurisdiction of the Commission, on February 7, 1942.
~er the route or routes or within the area for which
implication Is made and has so operated since that
ume. the Commission shall issue such certificate
without requiring further proof that public conven-
ience and necessity will be served by such operation,
*nd without further proceedings, if application for
such certificate Is made to the Commission within
ninety days after February 7, 1942. Pending the
determination of any such application, the continu-
ance of such operation shall be lawful.

In all other cases the Commission shall set the
matter for hearing and shall give such reasonable
notice of the hearing thereon to all Interested per-
sons ns In Its Judgment may be necessary under rules
»nd regulations to be prescribed by the Commission:
and the application shall be decided in accordance

*Ith the procedure provided in subsection >c* of

TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE
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this section and such certificate shall be issued or
denied accordingly; Provided, however. That the
Ccmmiss.un :;.a:- .s-aiie a par Y cprt:?*?.ee ir.
cases of emergency, to assure maintenance of ade-
quate service or to serve particular customers, with-
out notice or hearing, pending the determination
of an application for a certificate, r.nd may by regu-
lation exempt from the requirements of this sec-
tion temporary acts or operations for which the
issuance of a certificate will not be required in the
public interest.

<d) Application ‘'or certificates shall be made in
writing to the Commission, be verified under oath,
and shall be in such form, contain such information,
and notice thereof shall be served upon such Inter-
ested parties and in such manner as the Commission
shall, by regulation, require.

<e) Except in the eases governed by the provisos
contained In subsection *c> of r'tls section, a certifi-
cate shall be Issued to any qualified applicant
therefor, authorizing the whole or any part of the
operation, sale, service, construction, extension, or
acquisition covered by the application, if It is found
that the applicant Is able and willing properly to do
‘hp acts and to perform the service proposed and to
conioim to the ;:ov. :r.s Ji *li.is 'hap:- r and <:e re-
quirements, rules, and regulations of the Commis-
sion thereunder, and that the proposed service, sale,
operation, construction, extension, or acqtu ition.
to the extent authorized oy the certificate, is or will
be required by the present or future public con-
venience and necessity: otherwise such application
shall bo denied
power to attach to the issuance oi the cei uftcate ar.d

The Commis-;on shall have the

to the exercise of the rights granted thereunder
such reasonable terms and conditions as the public
eon.on.once and r*.  --ity may require.

'0 The Commissi n,: ftei a hearing had unon ::s
own motion or upon app.ication, may determine the
service area to which each \uih <ri2n|lon undr *hls
section is to be .mit- 1 'V thin such service area is
determined by the Commp.ion i natural-gai com-
pany may enlarge or extend its facilities (or the
purpose of supplying increased market demands tr
such service area without lurtht r authorization.

ig) Nothing contained in this section shall be
construed as a limitation upon the power of the
Commis'ion to arar.. cc * .*at » of public conven-
ience and necessity for sn vie* of an area ilready
bring served by ono'her natural-gns company.

h> When any holder of a certificate of public
convenience and necessity cannot ucquire by ta n*
tract, or Is unable to agree with the owner of prop-
erty to th- compenfitioh to be paid for. the neces-
sary right-of-way tc construct, operate, atul ma n-
tain a pipe line or pipe lines for the transportat.on
of natural gas. and the necessary land or other prop-
erty. in addition to rleh'-of-way. for ihc location ot
compressor stations, pressure apparatus, or other
stations or eqgo'omenl nrce sary to the proper opera-
tion of such 1 :e cr pipe lines, it may acquire
the same by the e*orcise of 'lie right of eminent
domain In the district court of the United Slates
for the district in which such property may be lo-
cated. or In the State courts. The practice and pro-

cedure In any actior. or proceeding for that purpose

AGO 533975
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In the dl'trlet court of 'he United Sta“ 5 -ha'.l ccn-
lorm as nearly as may be with the practice and pro-
cedure In similar action or proceeding In the courts
of the State where the property is situated: Pro-
VidEd, That the United States district courts shall
only have Jurisdiction of ca-: when the amount
claimed by the owner of 'he property to be con-
demned exceeds $3.0W. ‘June 21. '238. ch. 556.
S 7. 52 Stat. 824: Feb. 7. 1942. ch. 49. 58 Stat 83:
July 25. 1947. ch. 33.. 61 Stat. 459.)

/ MXNDMENT3

'.047—Subsec. (b). Act July 25, 1947. added aubsec.

<h).
1043— Subsecs, (c)— (g) Act Feb. 7. 1942, struck out
former aubsec. (c), and added subsecs. <cl— <g).
Transfer or Functions

All executive and administrative functions of the
Federal Power Commission were, with certain reservations,
transferred to the Chatrman of such Ccmm!"-I"n. with
authority vested In him to authorize their performance
by any officer, omplovee. or administrative unit under
his jurisdiction, by 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 0. 551 2. eft.
May 24 1350. 15 F. R 3175. 64 Stat. 1265. set out In the
Appendix to Title 5. Government Organization and
Employees.

Frontal. Rutts or Ctvrt Proctxure

Condemnation of property, see rule 71A, Title 28. Ap-
pendix. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

9’ Ug. Accounts; records; memoranda.

(a) Every natural-gas company shall make keep,
and preserve for such periods, such accounts, rec-
ords of cost-accounting procedures, correspondence,
memoranda, papers, books, and other records as the
Commission may by rules and regulations prescribe
as necessary or appropriate for purposes of 'lie ad-
ministration of tin eh.iptern provided hf>' tv,
That nothing in this chapter shall relieve any such
natural-gas company from keeping any accounts,
records which such natural-gas
required to keep by or under
authority of the laws of any State.
mny prescribe a system of accounts to be kepi by
such natural-gas companies, and may classify such
natural-gas companies and prescribe a syjtem cf
accounts for each class.
notice and opportunity for hearing, may d’'e rm'.nr
by order the accounts

memoranda, or
company may be
The Commission

The Commission, after
in which particular einlays
be entered, charged, or credited.
The burden of proof to Justify every accounting

or receipts shall

entry questioned by the Commission shall he on the
person making, authorising, nr requiring such entry,
and the Commission mav suspend a charge or credit
pending submission of satisfactory proof In support
thereof.

(b) The Commission shall at all times have access
to and the right to Inspect and examine nil accounts,
records, and memoranda of natural-gas companies;
and It shall be the duty of such natural-gat com-
panies to furnish to the Commission, within such
reasonable time as the Commission may order, any
information with respect thereto which the Com-
mission may by order require. Including copies of
maps, contracts, reports of engineers, nnd other data,
records, and papers, nnd to grant to all agents of
the Commission free access to Its property and Its

accounts, records, nnd memoranda when requested

so to do. No member, officer, or employee of the

Pace S7*

Commission shall divulge any fact or ‘nfcrmatlon
which may ccme to his knowledge during the course
of examination of bocks, records, data, or account
except Insofar as he may be directed by the Com-
mission or by a court

<ci The bocks, accounts, memoranda, and record*
of any person wh-
r.aiural-gas company subject to the Jurisdiction of
the Commission ar.d of any other company confro'.u K
by such person, insofar as they relate to transactions
with or the business of such natural-gas company,
shall be subject to examination on the order of the

‘June 21, 1938. ch. 556. 5 8, 52 Stat.

ccr.'rcls directly cr ir.dT-i—I-

Commission.
825.)

T*anstct o» Functions

All executive and ado tnls'ratlve functions of tbe
F*deral Power Crmm:*; “or were, with certain reservaticr
transferred to *.ie coalman of such Comm'sslon. wi-b
authority vested In : .-n = authorize their performance
bv any cS-er. impl-ce tr n.-mini. Tntlvo ur.lt ur. -
tvs lurlsdlc-lon by ::enrg Plan No 9. 55 1. 2, elf
May 24 1950, 15F R 317' 84 Stat. 1265. set on* In f! -
Appendix to T"le '> G> verr.ment Organization arc
Etr.plc;ees.

§: Th flairs i,:;'depri ciat.un.

'a) The CommlisMon may. after hearing, requlr*
na'unl-gas ccrpan.’ car; v proper and ndr-q . '<

depreciation ar.i a:.v rt..- .tlo:; accounts in accord-
ance with such rule? re- ila' ops, nr.d forms of ie.
cmmt as the Commission may prescribe. The Com-

ml-ilcr. may from t *r* n 'in ascertain and deter-
mine. and by order fire the proper and adequate r.vrs
of depreciation nnd an-ort:.ntirn cf the several clas vs
of property of each nat’i-al- ms company uspd or
‘n the p -due' t —t- rt f.on or sue f
rtal-a: gas. F 'h r. U, -¢ ‘s'mipiny <h W c mm
form it* dep-er\.\tlon -nu imt itlnatim a tcoun'x m
rd dxed. M
lurl* tlc'lon

useful

S errrin'd.
‘enrrpan-- b -t < ‘he
'he Commission sha'.. 'ha e

the rnt' t so isce'totr «
r.at :ra:-cas
operating expen
any depreciation or amor -athn charges on clas-f
of p:op' rty c’het than *h-- pr cribed by 'hr Com-
mission. or charge with re'5 ect *0 nnv class of prop-
erty a percentage ol dep: eta- in or amortization
othei than lhat preserood 'her for bv the Coirm =

*lon *ho tatit - ci par.- *hn ]. noa:v
case nehde ir. n-y fcr wu..der . operating or other
expenses any deprec.i'lon nrr"-".rT'on. or otb.e;

char-’e or expenditure :nr‘:;1i>n' 'ewhere is ].d -
preeiitlcn or amcrtlzn'l tn o:\irg
Its oiicra’lnc or Olher expenses.

or otherwise utw f
Nothing in this sec-
tion shall limit ti e pow»r of a Sinto nmm.ssif'n to
determine tn thr 'xerct" of its J ‘Isd'’cMon wi'h re-
spect to any notural-oas crmpnr.v, th? pe"ccniage
ra'es of depreciation or amortization to be allowed,
ns to any clnss of proper\v of such natUiul-gis com-
pany, or the composite deptcclal . n or amortization
rate, for 'he purpose of determin:;.- rn'].].or ~hargcs

«hi The Cor."- u:

or requtrcmcn's

before pr-> eribi-'g nrv nil™

to accounts eveord or n em"-
r.irda. or as to depreciation nr amortisation r-tet.
shall notify ench State commission having Jurisdic-
tion with respect to any natuml-eas company in-

volved md shall give reasonable opportunity 'o " ach

such mmrr.Isslon to pre-.nt ;*s vi u rrd si .. re-
cede and consider such views and » commend itisns

«June 21. 1938. ch. 530, i 9. 52 Stat 826. =

ago 533976
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plaint of any State, municipality. State commission,
nr gas distributing company, or upon its own Initi-
ative without complaint, at once, and If It so orders,
without answer or formal pleading by the natural-
gas company, but upon reasonable notice, to enter
upon a hearing concerning the lawfulness of such
rate, charge, classification, or service: and. pending
such hearing and the decision thereon, the Com-
mission. upon filing with such schedules and de-
livering to the natural-gas company affected thereby
a statement In writing of Its reasons for such sus-
pension, may suspend the operation of such sched-
ule and defer the use of such rate, charge, classifica-
tion, or service, but not for a longer period than five
months beyond the time wh'n It would otherwise go
Into effect; and after full herrings, cither completed
before or after the rate, charge, classification, or
service goes into effect, the Commission may make
such orders with reference thereto as would be
proper Ir a proceeding Initiated after It had become
effective. If the proceeding has not been concluded
and an order made at the cxplratton of the suspen-
sion period, on motion of the natural-gas company
making the filing, the proposed cliang* of rate,
charge, classification, or service shall go Into effect.
Where Increased rates or charges are thus made
effective, the Commission m:y, by order, require the
natural-gas company to furnish a bond, to be ap-
proved by the Commission, to refund any amounts
ordered by the Commission, to keep accurate ac-
counts tn detail of nil nmounts received by reason of
such Increase, specifying by whom and in whose be-
half such amounts were paid, and, upon completion
of the hearing and decision, lo order such natural-
gas company to refund, with Interest, tho portion of
such Increased rates or charges by Its decision found
not Justified. At any henring Involving a rale or
charge sought to be increased, the burden of proof
to show that the increased rate or charge Is lust
and reasonable shall be upon the natural-gas com-
pany. and the Commission shall give to the hear-
ing and decision of such questions preference over
other questions pending before It and decide the
same as speedily us possible. (June 31, 1938. ch.
S56. 14. 52 Stat. 822; May 21. 1962, Pub. L. 87-454.
76 Stat. 721

Amendments

1982—aubsec. (*). Pub, t.. 07-484 |Inserted
distributing company" following "State commission”,
and deleted a proviso which denied authority to the
Commission to suspend the rate, charge. eluMflcetlon, or
eertice for the «..le of natural gas for resale for Indus-
trial use only.

TuANsrzn or Functions

All executive and administrative functions of the
Power Commission wers. with certa'n reserve-
transferred to the Chairman of such Commlstlon.
with authority vested In him to author)?* their pertorm-
any olhcer. employet. cr administrative unit
under his Jurisdiction, hy 1011 Ftecrg Plan No. O. H 1. 3.
tff. May 24. 1910. IS P. It. 3178. M Stat. 1388. sat out tn

the Appendix to Title S, Government Organisation and
Employe**

Federal

Uons,

ance by

Section ItrrrnniD tOo in Otmes Sections

This section Is referred to In title SO section 1471

1717d. Fixing rales and charges; drirrminatinn of
cost of production or transportation.

(@  Whenever the Commission, alter a hearing

bod upor Its own motion or upon complaint of any

TITLE 15~ COMMERCE AND TRADE

"or gne,

Pa?e 3332

State, municipality, state commission, or gas ¢
tributing company, shall find that any rate, r-;.
or classification demanded, observed, charged, or e
lected by any natural-gas company in co--
with any transportation or sa*e of natural gas, nr.
Ject to the Jurisdiction of the Commission, or * o
any rule, regulation, practice, or contract affect.r.g
such rate, charge, or classification is unjust, unn-
sonable, unduly discriminatory, or preferential,
Commission shall determine the just and reascmt;
rate, chaige, classification, rule, regulation, practice,
or contract to be thereafter observed and In fere
and shall fix the same by order: srovives. nwee ®
That the Commission shall have nc power to ore :
any Increase In any rate contained in the curtc;.
effective schedule of such natural gas company tn :
with the Commission, unless such Increase Ls i
accordance with a new schedule filed by such rat
gas company; but the Commission may order a
decrea'p where »\lstir,* ra es r-*
criminatory, prcferen; al. otherwise unlaw,ul, or ,.e
not the lowest reasonahle rates.

<b> Tlte Commission upon It. own motion, or vr
the request of any Stat ecommi®rn. whenever i ¢»
do so without prejudice to th<* efficient and p » ¢
conduct of Us ufl'utrs, may invei.tig.itc and detcrm.::
the cost of the production or transportation ¢f r m
urn! gas by nnatural-g is company in cases wheie th
Commission hat no authority to establish a rate it v-
erning the transportation or sale of such natural ga.
(Juno 21.1928.ch. 550 J 5. 52 fat 821)

Txansrf. or roNCTtCN*

All executive tod arn-.tr.titra ve fur.etinc.x ct 'h,
Federal Power Commls:.: -N -verc 'V:N ocrsnin r* == i
tl jnx. trantlerred to the Che'-miri =2 ju o C tr"
with euuiorliy vr ted tn .ism :0 a ,n rig-: the:, ie-
by any ori or. employ-:*. i: administrative .
under his lurlsdlctlon, bv 1913 Rerr Plan No 9.J i
eff. May 24. 19JO, IS P. R 3178. 84 9(Al, !285. .el
the Appendix to Title 6. Oovernn.cn: Organization or..

Employees.

atien

Section Rrrrwun to tN Ontrx Section*
Thli Mellon U referred to Ir. tltl=SC >cc .on i471.

§717e. Ascertainment of coat of property.

<> The Commission may fr.vev.gire nrd a cer-
tain the actual legitimate cost th-* pr> prr'v ¢
every natural-gas comp .ny, the *<prec:vtior. therm
and. when found necessary tor rn;e-making purpose?
other facts which bear on the determination o f.och
cost or depreciation and the fair value of uc:
property.

()  Every natural-Ras company upon request sha"
file with the Commission un Inv-.ntory ot ai or arv
part of Its property and a statement of the original
cost thereof, and shall kr*p the C mmission inform
rtgarding the co't cf nil additions bet'ernvnts. ex-
tensions, nnd new construct.on. 'June 21. 1038 Ct;
856. | 8. 52 Slut. 824)

T»ANirr» or Functions

All executive and admtnlitrktUo function* of ‘hr
federal Power CommuUilon were, with erftaln reirrva-
tl n«. tramferrrd to the Chairman mf th Coinmi
with auth rlty vextrrt in him t.sum - - heir c-
ance by any ofllcer, employee, or edmir.t-.iratlve ui.lt tc - J
hli Jurlxdlctioit. by 1950 Reorg PUn No 9. |[I I, - =
May 24. 1950, 18 F R. 3178. 84 Stat. 1283. let out ‘e
the appendix to Title 8. Government Organisation «:-u
Employee*.
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my fact or Information
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TxANsrrx 0F Functions

All *T*cu'ive r, ,d * .. frav.ve lcsr"'.=* f .tr
Federal Power Conur.U'ion were, with certain reserva-
tions, transferred to th* Chairman of such Commission,
with authority vested In him to authorize their perform-
ance by any oTcer. employee, or administrative unit
under his Jurisdiction, by 1950 Reorg than No. 9. 551. 2
eft. May 24. 1850 ISP R 3175. 64 Stat 1263. set out In
me Appendix to Title 5. Government Organization and
Employees.

§7171. Periodic and special reports.

«a>Every natural-gas company shall fi.e with the
Commission such annual and other periodic or spe-
cial reports as the Commission may by rules and
regulations or order prescribe as necessary or appro-
priate to assist the Commission in the proper admin-
istration of tnls chapter. The Commission may
prescribe the manner and form in which such re-
ports shall be n.ade, and require from such natural-
gas companies specific answers to all questions upon
which the Commission may need information. The
Commission ma, require that such reports shall
include, among other things, full information as to
assets and liabilities capitalization, investment and
reduction tneieof. gross receipts, interest due and
p> -1 di precatn n am cation, and other < rv
cc t of facilities, cost of maintenance and operation
of facilities for the production, transportation, or sale
of na'ural gas. cost of renewal and replacement of
such facilities, transportation, delivery, use, and sale
of natural gas. The Commission may require any
euch natural-gas company to make adequate provi-
sion for currently determining melt rnstj and other
facts. Such reports shall be inncie -nder oath unless
the Commission otherwise specifies,

<b) It shall be unlawful for any nntural-Kas com-
pany willfully to hinder. d» lay. or obstruct th" mak-
ing, filing, or keeping of any information, document,
report, memorandum, record, or account required to
be made, filed, or kept under this chapter or any rule,
regulation, or order th- rounder. (June 21. 1933. ch-
556, j 10. 32 Stnt. H'O)

mxNxiKK or Functions

All executive nnd administrative functions of the
Federal Power Commission WeIe, with certain reserva-
tions. iransterred to the Chairman of such Commission,
with authorlly vested In him to authorize their perform-
ance by any olllcer. employee, O ndmint tra’r.e unit
under hlu Jurisdiction by ID3U Hors Plan No tf 51 I. 2,
elt May 24 ipso. ts F It 31)3. 04 Stat. 1203, eat out
the Appendix to Title 8 Government Organization and
Employe**,

8 717). Stete compacts; reports on.

TITLE 15~ COMMERCE AND TRADE

S717m

(b) 1t shall be the duty of the Commission to
ars*rrb! and k' ~ fut**t r infcrrrati* n
relative to tfte effect ana operation of any compact
between two or more States heretofore or hereafter
approved by the Congress. to m ike such Imorrr.atton
public, and to report to tr.e Congress, from time to
time, the information so obtained, together with
such recommendations as may appear to be appro-
priate cr nece;sary to promote “he purposes of such
compact.

(c) In carrying out the purposes of this chapter,
the Commission shall, so far as practicable, avail
itself of the services, records, reports, and Informa-
tion of the executive department and other agencies
of the Government, and the President may. from
time to time, direct that such services and facilities
be made available to the Commission. (June 21.
1938. Ch. 556. } 11 52 Stat. 827 )

Ta*Nsm or Functions

Ail executive ar.d admrdstra* vc¢ fundlo-i* of the
Federal Power Commission ve.-e with certain reserva-
tion. transferred 'o the Cf.airmun of such comnilaslon.
with authority vested in him to iuthorue their prrtorm-
iilice by any CTeer. en.p.—ee. r administrative ui.lt
under his )url-diction. b" = u R m:g. Plan No. tf, 15 1 3.
et m y.4. : a fr -t. - ‘at i-c. <et out in
Uie Appendix to Title 3. o ..er:...,«at Organza:.on and
Employee*.

8717k Official* dealing in eecuri'ir*.

It shall be unlawful f~r any officer or director of
any na’'Ural-gas company to receive for his own
benefit, directly or indirectly, any money or thing of
value in respect tothe m* U’. r. hypothcca'lon, or
sale by such natural-ras com. any oi uny security
Issued, or to be Issued, by ruch r.iiurnl-gas company,
or to share In any of the prc«eds thereof, or to
pari.cip itc in the msk -g p. g cfany dn d n<g
othe. than liquidating c. :de:.:, of such nttur.l-
gas company from an- |.nd' properly included in
capital account. ‘Jur.o 7 . 1936 ch dfJ, | 12 52
Stat 027.)

8 7171 Complaint*.

Any S'ntc, municipal ty, or Si.ve commission com
plaining of anything dene or .milted to be done by
any nnfurtil-cas comrnnv In contravention of the
provisions of this charter mav apply to the Com-
mis . or. by petition, wh ;h ‘hal* I' .efly state the facts,
whereupon a tntrmen: of the "rnplatnt thus made
shall be forwarded by 'he Comr .vslon to such natu-
ral-gas company. whicn sl.all a* called upon to s.-t-
Isfy 'he complain: or to r: swe* he same In writing

(a) In cose two or more States propone to the Con_Within a reasonable time to be -peciﬂed by the Com-

gress compacts dealing with the conservation, pro-
duction, transportation, or distribution of natural
gas It shall be the duty of ihr Commission to assem-
ble pertinent Information relative to the matters
covered In any such proposed compact, to make
nubile and to report to the Congress Information so
obtained, together with such recommendations for
further legislation as may appear to be appropriate
or necessary to carry out the purposes of suon pro-
Dosed compact and to ntd tn the conservation of
natural-gas resources within the United States and
In the orderly, equitable, and economic production,
transportation, and distribution of natural gat

mission. (June 21, 1338, ch, SSC. 113. 52 Stat. 827.»
TasNurt* or FrvcTtona

All executive and edmlr.titr.vtlv* ftincllon* of th«
Fader'll Power Commits.on Wal- with certain resatva-
tlon» iransterred ta the Ch 1tfl > SUCb v .mmlIsilm.
with authority vetted In Iilrn to ..t:-narlz« their perform-
ance by any officer, eniplj-ce, udn Inlstratlve unit
under hi* Jurl-il “ on, by 1e30 K». * Pisn No. 0, Il 1 2.
etr May 24. J» F 1t 3175 » itat 1303. act out tn

th* Appendix to T.tie 3 acverr.tr..nt Organization and

Employee™*.

8717m. Investigation* by Commission; attendance of
wllnrakca; drpoailion*.

(@) The Commission may Investigate any facta,

conditions, practices, or matter* which it may find

*G0 5339™



| 7170 TITLE 15.-

order made or Imposed by the Commission under
authority of this chapter, shall. In addition to any
other penalties provided by law, be punished upon
conviction thereof by a fine of not exceeding $500 for
each and every day during which such offense occurs.

(June 21. 1938, ch. 556, 521. 52 Star 833.)

Txansitr or Functions

and administrative functions
with

of the

reserva-

All executive

Federal Power Commission were, certain

tions. transferred to the Chairman of such Commission,

with authority vested In him to authorize their perform-
administrative unit

55 1, 2.

ance by any oflleer, employee, or

under his Jurisdiction, by 1950 Recrg. Plan No. 9,

eff. May 24. 1950, 15 F R. 3175. 64 Stat. 1205. set out In
the Appendix lo Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

8717u. Jurisdiction of offenses; enforcement of lia-

bilities tnd duties.

The District Courts of the United States and the
United States courts of any Territory or other place
subject to the Jurisdiction of the United States shall
have exclusive Jurisdiction of violations of this chap-
ter or the mles, regulations, and orders thereunder,
and of all suits In equity and actions at law brought
to enforce any liability or duty created by, or to en-
join any violation of, this chapter or any rule, regu-
lation, or order thereunder. Any criminal proceed-
ing shall be brought in the district wherein any act
or transaction constituting the violation occurred.
Any suit or action to enforce any liability or duty
created by, or to enjoin any violation of, this chapter
or any rule, regulation, or order thereunder may be
brought In any such district or In the district
wherein the defendant Is an Inhabitant, and process
In such cases may be served wherever the defendant
may be found Judgments and decrees so rendered
ihall be subject to review us provided in sections 225
and 347 of Title 28

No costa shall be assessed

against the Commission In any Judicial proceeding

by or against the Commission under this chapter.
(June 21, 1938. ch. 556. \ 22, 52 stat. 833; June 25.
1948, Ch. 646, J 1.62 Stat 875.895.)

TUrtkKXNCXS IN Tixt

Seettone 225 and 347 of Title 28.
were repealed by net June 23,
092. eft Sept 1 1018
223 In now covered by sections
1201— 1204 of Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure;
11. Bankruptcy, nectlonn 21 and 45 of this title,
and section 3731 of Title 18 Crimes and Criminal pro-

cedure

referred to In the text,
1048. ch. 640 1 39. 62 Stat.

Former lection

»»» Title

Former section 347 U notv covered by nectlon 1234

of Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

Codification

The wordn “the District Court of the United States for
the pistrict of Columbia-' following "The District Courts
o. the United States" have been deleted ns superfluous In
slew of section t32 (nj of Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial
Procedure, which statee thnt "Them shall be In racn
Judicial district a district court which shall be n court
of record known as the United States District Court for
the district® and of Title 20 which states
District of Columbia constitutes one judicial

section 88
thst "The

district".
Tsanmtx or Function™
All executive and administrative functions of the
Federal Power Commission were, with certain reserva-
tions, transferred to the Chairman o! such commission,

with authority vested INn him to authorize their perh rm-
ofli’er. employee i.r administrative

undar nix Jurisdiction, by mr, 2,

‘nce by any unit

1000 Reorg Plan No 9.

COMMERCE AND TRADE

Paee 74

eff M - 24, J350. !i F. P. 3175. 64 Stat. 1265. set out
the Appendix to Title 5. Government Organization ar-
Employees.
Cross Rcttrencts
Venue of district courts, sec section 1391 et seq c-
T'tle 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure
FthERAt Rutas or Chtl Procecurz

Rules as governmc the procedure in all su.ts cf a -
nature whether ccc:..zable as cases at law or tn eqj;:y
see rule |. Title 28. Appendix. Judiciary and Jud'tL.
Procedure.

Injunctions, see rule 65.

One form of action, see rule 2.

Process, see rule 4.

FtorxaL Rules Of Criminal Proctduri

Continuation of section under rule 18, see note by Ad.
visor? Committee under rule 18 Title 18, Appendix
Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

§717v. Separability of provisions.

If any provision cf this chapter, or the application
of such provision to any person or circurr.star.
shall be held Invalid, the remainder of the chapter,
and the application of such provision to perscr- c:
circumstances other than those as to which Itls h- t

Invalid =h:'1r.ct bo ffeet dthereby. ‘Jur’e.l, Jj.x
Ch. 556. J 23, 52 Stat. 833.)
8§ 71*w. Short title.

This Chapter may be cited as the "Natural Gas
Act." (June 21. 1938. ch. 556. S 24 52 ;! 631"
Chapter 16—_EMERGENCY RELIEF

88721, 722. Omitted.
Codification
-Sections. ac<* Mav 12 tO13. ch 30 ill 2 43 S'o
55 5~ f'b M >34 :h 11 Il 49 4a' 351. »-:e n
not'd at tr-r.p -sry .egiul.i'loil during the ec.r.oi.
emergence In K13

8§723. Repealed. Pub. L. SD-'.SI, §B(a), M-pt. 6. 1966. *«
Mar ais.

Section acts May 12, 103.1. ch. 30, | 1 46 Stat 44.
Feb 14, 1034 ch 13 11. 48 Stat. 351. 'viu> enacted tt
temporary legislation during the sconomi.- emergen ;
1033.

8§ 721 to 728. Omitted.
Cooinc vtion

Sector." oc aM iv 12 1033. ]133. H 4-8 48SUt 16-5
Feb 15 1»34. ch 13. 1, 48 ritat 351. were enac <d —
temporary legislation during the eCOtirmic emergency in
1913

SI’FPLSMNTAIT LXOIS1.ATVIN

Legislation supnlemer.ury to the F-dval Fmener. =
Relief Act of 1033 wai conta'ned In the following act*
axacuilve order*, and reorgan..ration pant Res A'r r
1035, ch 48. 49 S'.at. IIS; Aue 12 1035 ch 508 114.
Rtat 596. AU* 24 1034 Ch 641. 5 55, 49 i-iat 791 F-O
11. 1936, ch 49. | 7. 40 Stat 1134: Feh 11 1038, Ct. 51
40 Stst 1135; June 22 1038 Ch 600 title II. 49 S'»t
1608; Res Feb 24 1037. -h 17. 53 Slat. 71; JutV 20- fW5
Up m.ch 401 50 suit 357. Mar 2. 1078 eh 38 52 Stat
83 June 21. 1038 ch 554 52 Stat 817; Feb. 4. 1030 ch 1
53 Slut 909 Pe- Apr. I. 1930. Ctt 34. 53 Sis' 365.Ar 13
1930 ch 62. 43 Stat .578 R"» Jun- 3C 19'9 Ch 231 -3
SMt 927; Apr 6. 1040. ch 77. 54 Stat 90 June 26 n
ch 428. tltlv Il. 54 Sint 630: R<> June 2r 19.0. ci 43. 14
Slat 611; June 27. 1940. rh 437. UtiC t. 34 Slat 633. CX'
0. 1040. ch 780. title t. 31 Stat 1035 Mir 1 1041 » V
I 1 55 Slat 15, Apr S, IOU. rh 40 11 55 S'.it. 110; JU v
1. 1041. ch 266. 55 Stnt 396; July !. 1041 ch 269. title if
55 Slat 487 Dec 17 1041. ch 591 55 S’at 810: Jutv ?7
1042. ch 450 It. 80 Stat 410: Juiv 2 1042 Cl 475 *e «
46 Sta: 471. Re» Ju'v 2. 1942 ch 479 SOS-At 634.Jun 03
1943. ch 13d. 57 S'.al. 161. Jl...e 26. 104J cr. 143. til e 1
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findings, which If supported by substantial evi-
dence, shall be conclusive, and Its recommendation,
1 any, for the modification or setting avide of the
original order. The judgment and decree of the
court, affirming, modifying, or setting aside, In
whole or In part, any such order of the Commission,
shall be final, subject to review by the Supreme
Court of the United States upon certiorari or cer-
tification as provided ;n sections ’'iS and 347 of
Title 28

(©) The filing of at: application for rehearing

under subsection (at of his section shall not. unless
specifically ordered by the Commission, operate as a
stay cf the Commission'- order. The commencement
of proceedings unde: subse'tlon ib) cf this section
shall not. unless sp. rif:rally ordered by the court,
operate as a stay of the Commission's order, tlune
21. 1938. ch. 556. { IS 5- Stat 831: Jur.e 25. 1948, ch.
646 8§32 (at, 62 St. t 391' Mry 24. 1949, ch 139,
§ 127, 63 Stat. 107; Aug. 28, 1958. Pub. L. 85-791, § 19.
72 Stat. 9471

Rr»

Sections 346 anti 34' of Tile 28 referred to In rubscc.
(tr), were repealed by act June 25. 1948, ch 646,
139. 63 Stat. 992 eft. sept. 1, 1948 and are now covered
by section 1254 ot Title -'8. Judiciary and Judicial Fro-
c«dure.

«r rts in "ext

AMENDMENTS

1050— Subrec. tai. Pi;5 L. 85-701. ! 19 (a), added sen-
rrr. -e pr titling that record it. a proceeding 1, » hern
nirrt In n rruri of a-pi .» Cumi.iisslon tn y m. ally or
set aside ant finding r rder issued by It

Subsec (l)i. Pub L 5-711, ( Iftitai in second sen-
lente stiiistitutet! "tr .If d by the <"rH of the court
to" for "served tipor « Dst.tute.! "file with the court”
for "ccrtuy and ;.ie ' itr. the cutm a tr. .sinpt >!" and
Inserted "as provlacd i:» -cciion 2112 of Title 2(1". and. in
third sentence, submit: od "petition" for "irar.scrlpt"”,
and "Jurisdiction, wine.", upon the filing of the record
with tt shall be exelu-ivr 1for "exclusive Jurisdiction.”

Change or Name
Subsec. (b) amended by act June 21 1940. etT Sept
1,1918. ns amended bv ac* Mav 24 1949, which substituted
“court of appeals"” fer " IrcUt court of appeals”

Taspsrta or Functions

All exocutlve and administrative functions of the Fed-
err! Po"er Commit* e were with certain reservations,
transfer.td to the C aai of uch e.mvi i Ith
authority vested In Mi; to authorise their peri :iin.ntce
by any officer employ-r ,r administrative unit under llls
Jurisdiction by 1959 R. rg plan No. a, It I. 2, cfl. May
24. 1950 15 F R. 3175 64 lilat 1265. set out In the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Ooverr.ir.int Orgurdratiun and Employees,

8§717a. Enforcement of and

ordera.

chapter; regulaimns

(@) Whenever It shall appear lo the Commission

that any person Is engaged or tiboul lo tngngo In any
nets or practices which constitute or will constitute u
violation of the provisions of this chapter, or V0l any
rule, regulation, or order thereunder, it may In Us
discretion bring an act'on m the proper district court
of the United States, or the United States courts of
any Territory or o»her place subject to the Jurisdic-
tion of the Unitfd rtat.s. to enjoin such acts or
practices and to enlcice compliance with this chap-
ter or any rule, regulation, or order thereunder, nnd
upon a proper showing u permanent or temporary
injunction or decree or restraining order shall be
granted without bond. The Commission may trans-

mit such evid'T.c* t may le rm.ablr concernin
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such acts or practices or concerning apparent viola-
tions of the Federal antitrust laws to the Attorney
General, who, In his discretion, may institute the
necessary criminal proceedings.

(b) Upon application of the Commission the dis-
trict courts of the United States and the United
States courts of any Territory or other place subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States shall have
jurisdiction to Issue writs of mandamus command-
ing any person to comply with the provisions of this
chapter or any rule, regulation, or order of the Com-
mission thereunder.

fei Tlie Commission may employ such attorneys
as It finds necessary for proper legal aid and
service of the Commission or its members In the con-
duct of their work, or for proper representation of
the public Interest In Investigations made by it. or
cases or proceedings pending before it. whether at
the Commission's own Instance or upon complaint,
or to appear for or represent the Commission in any
case in court: and the expenses of such employment
shall be paid out of the appropriation for the Com-
mission. iJune 21. 1938, cn. 556. §20, 52 Stat. 832;
June 25, 1946. ch 646, § 1. 62 Stat. 875. 895.)

RertxrNcrs in Text

The Federal nrtitrust laws, referred tc in subsection
(«vi, ore classified generally to this title.

CoOtrtCATtON

The tvicrdv "the District Court of the United States for
the District of Columbia” In subsec. (ft) following
"dlAtrict court of the United States" and In subtec
Ibi fi'ill."tving "district courts of the drilled States" hftvo
br«n Ui'.elri) > uipr.rluoua In view of section 132 <m
of T:'e JB Judiciary n:i! Judicial Procedure, which
states vnnt “"There shall he In gucll judicial district n
district court which shall be ft court of record known os
the United State. District Court for the district", snd
section 88 of Title 28 which states that "The District
of Columbia constitutes ona judicial district".

Tiunsfth or Functions

All executive and ndlInlivstratlve functions of the
Federal Power Commission were, with certain
tions. tronderred to (he Chairman of such Commission,
with nuthcrity vested In him to authorize their perform-
ance by any officer, employee, or administrative unit
under his Jurisdiction, by 1050 Reorg Plan No. V 111, 2.
eg M v 24 la50 15 F If 3175 C4 Oi. i 1285. set out In
the Appendix to Title 5 Government Organization and
employees.

reserva-

Fedexal Rules Or CtvtL PsotrotrxE

Injunctions, see rule 65, Title 28. Appendix, Judiciary
nnd Judicial Procedure

Judgments, see rule 34

Mandamus as abolished but relief yet available by
appropriate action or motion under the rules, aee rule
81 (b).
fj 7174. General penalties.

(@) Any person who willfully and knowingly does
or onuses or suffers to be done any act, matter, or
thing in this chapter prohibited or declared to be
unlawful, or who willfully and knowingly omits or
falls to do any act, matter, or thing in this chapter
regn'r* J to be dcr.r. or willfully and knowingly raurrs
nr suffers such omission or failure, shall, upon con-
viction thereof, be punched by a fine of not more
than ss,000 or by imprisonment for not mere than
two years, or both,

(b) Any person who willfully and knowingly vio—
late- any rule, regulation, restriction, condition, or
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(c) The Commission shall make available to the§8717r. Rehcarings; court review of order*.

several State commissions such information and re-
ports as may be of assistance In State regulation of
natural-gas companies. Whenever the Commission
can do so without prejudice to the efficient and
proper conduct of its affairs. it may. upon request
from a State commission, make available to such
State commission as witnesses any of its trained
rate, valuation, or other experts, subject to reim-
bursement of the compensation ar.d traveling ex-
penses of such witnesses. All sums collected here-
under shall be credited to the appropriation from
which the amounts were expended In carrying out
the provisions of this subsection. (June 21, 1938,

ch. 556, § 17. 52 Stat. 830.)

Transfer of Function!

All executive and administrative (unctions of the Fed-
eral Power Commission were, with certain reservations,
transferred to the Chairman of such Commission, w.h
authority vested In him to authorize thetr per'ormar.ee
bv n.iy officer, employe" or I'mlv.Istr.v!->tint* u-.tie- '

Jur: I..*:w. by DiO R r. K.ir: NO. tf ill, elf M-y
34, X950, 15 F I’ 3175, 64 Stat. 1265, set c It In the
Appendix to T..le 5 Government Organtz itlon and

Employees.

8717qg. Appointment of officers nnd employees.

The Commission may. subject to ctvil-service

laws, appoint such officers and employees as are

necessary for carrying out its functions under this
chapter and fix their salaries ;n accordance with
chapter 51 and subchapter IIl of ehrpter 53 of Title
8. (June 21. 1938, ch. 638. 1 18 52 Stat 831: Oct. 21
1949, ch. 782, title XI. 11106'Q'. 63 Stat. 972 *

RtrrarNct.n in Text

The clvll-service laws, referred to tn the text are clues,-
fled generally to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees

Codification

Provisions which authorized the CommtfiMon to appoint
and fix the compensation of »uch officers, attorneys, ex-
aminers. a id experts ns may be necessary to carry out Its
functions without regard to the provisions of other laws
applicable to the employment and compensation of offi-
cers and employees of the United States were omitted
since tne positions referred are now in the classified
civil service and subject to the applicable compensation
schedules

The authority for covering excepted positions Into the
classified civil service wa given tne President y former
section 631a of Title 5. Executive Departments and Gov-
ernment Officers and Employee,

For positions now covered by the Classification Act of
194P, see sections 305 and 5102 of Title 5 For the power
of the Civil Service Commission to determine the nppll-
cablllty of those sections to spec'fic positions, see section
5103 of Title 5.

Amendments

1940— Act Oct, 20. 1949. struck out the e<'Cla.v.Ificatlon
Act of 1023" and inserted In lieu thereof "Classification
Act of 1949", which, for purposes of codification, was
translated as "chapter 51 and subchapter in of chapter
83 of Title 5".

Transmit of Functions

All exect lve and administrative functions of the Fed-
eral Power Commission were, with certain reservations,
transferred to tne Chairman of such Commission, with
authoMty vested In him to authorize their performance
by any officer, employee, or administrative unit under his
Jurisdiction, by 1950 Reorg plan No 0. tl t, 2, *it May

24. 1950. IS F R 3175. 64 Stat 1205. set out In the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

@) Any person. State municipality, or State com-

mission aggrieved by an order issued by tiie Commis-
sion In a preccied.r.g undvr this chapter to which such
person. State, munic pahw. or S*ate commission !? &
party may apply fo. a ;shearing within thirty days
after the Issuance of such order. The application for
rehearing snail set forth sp-c flcaily the ground or
grounds upon which such application is based. Upon
such application the Commission shall have power
to grant or deny rehearing or to abrogate or modify
Its order without furthpr hearing Unless the Com-
mission acts upon the application lor rehearing
within thirty days after it is Sled, such application
may be deemed to hive been denied. No proceeding
to review ary order of th-* Commission shall be
brought by any person unless such person shall have
made application to the Commission for a rehearing
thereon. Until the record Ir. a proceeding shall have
been flIf.d :n a court if upp>a!-, .is pro' idea In sub-
sec-or. 'V "fth1* "ti n. h* c-mmi-sior in"- *
an;, ur.*. u, .;i r-.iis,nab.e r.it.ce ana in such man-
ner as it shall deem proper, modify or set aside. In
whole or in part, ar.v flr.dir.g or order made or is-
sued bv it ur.uer the pr<vis. '-ni of this ch .pter.
'b> Any party to a prc-eer.trg under this rliam»r
aggrieved by Un ordir is uec by the Comm.ssion in
such procecd’'nc may obhun s roi<w of sti‘h o-d-r
In the court rf appeals of th? United States for
any circuit wherein the r.atural-ras company to
which the oravr relates Is located er has its principal
plac" of bus:* s or n
Ap,tl- tor 'ho Div ict of [ "u.itila, ~m hr.« L.
such court, v 'run sivv r-vs te*r "he crcl' e cf 'he
Commis-cn ujin th ar'dic t -n :or rehr trir- n
writvn petit: :n prayt . t ‘at m-ler rf *o mC m
mis-.on be mod.fled tr ct avie in whole or up t
A copy of such patifion ihn'l forthwith be trnr.t-
muted bv the cterk o: the court to any member of
the Commission and th"re'.p<n the Commls*.ot:
she'l file with the court tne i-cird upon which he
ord'-r comtIntr.cd of .vas en.e.ed. as piot.dcd 1.
section 2:i. | Title 18 U; J tiv fling f « "
petiton uch. ourt < al! ha e jur.idic'ion M
upon the filing of the record v.i’h it shall be cxc :-
sivc. to affirm modifv. or sc aside such o*der s
whole or n , irt. No obncth n fo tne order ! >
Commtslun -mill be ens.ter J by the cjui. un.
such objection shall have been urged before file
Commission m the up.illcrtiou :.ir reheating un'.
there is roascninle ground for fa luiesotodo 7 *
finding cif the Cormnnslon as t * the facts, tf sup-
ported by substantial evidence 'mall be conclusi‘c
If nnv party -lull apply to the court fcr Kte
adduce additional evidence, and shall show to tne
satisfaction of the court that such oddittoh.il evi-
dence is inate*:nl and the: there were tea* m.i
grounds for failure to rdri see «v.-:h evidence in’
proceedings before the Comml-sio.i, the court m.O
order such addi’ional evidence to be taken before
the Commission and to be adduced upon the lItcai*
tne in such manner anti upon su.-h terms and con-
dition* a- to the court i'ay s'em pi‘'or 1
Commission may >.lfv its findings as t< the fa*
by reason of the additional evidence so taken.
It shall file with the court such modified or new
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Savings Provision
Amendment by Pnb. L. 91452 r.ot to affect any Im-
munity to which any individual n entitled ur.".er :...u
section by reason of any testimony given before the six-
tieth clay following Oct. IS. 1070, see section 260 of Pub. L.
91-452. set out as a note under section 6001 of Title 18.
Crimea and Criminal Procedure.
Cnoss Reterences

Contempt proceedings, see section' 401, 402, 3235. 2591
and 3771 of Title 18. Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

lees and mileage of witness--, sec chapter 119 of Title
28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

Immunity of witnesses, see section 5001 et scq. of Title

18. Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

Misdemeanor. oCcusc punishable by Imprisonment not
exceeding one year ns, see secilon 1of Title 18. Crimes and
Criminal Procedure.

Federal Rules or Crvm Procxouxx

Process, see role 4. Title 20, Appendix. Judiciary and
Judicial Procedure.

Federal Rules or Crimu il Procedure

Criminal contempt, see rule 42 and note by Advisory
Committee under the rule, Title 18. Appendix, Crimes
and Criminal Procedure.

§ 717n. Hearings; rules of procedure.

(a) Hearings under this chapter may be held be-
fore the Commission, any member or members
thereof, or any representative of the Cozrm. .j.on ces-
ignated by It, and appropriate records thereof shall
be kept. In any proceeding before it, the Commission
In accordance with such rules and regulations as it
may r escribe, may admit as a party any interested
State. State commission, municipality or any repre-
sentative of interested consumers or security holders,
or any competitor of a party to such proceeding, or
any other person whose participation in the pro-
ceeding may be in the public Interest.

(b) A.i hearings, investigations, and proceed nss
under this chapter shall bo governed by rules of
practice nnd procedure to be adopted by the Com-
mission. and in the conduct thereof th" technical
rules of evidence need not be applied. No infor-
mality In any hearing. Investigation, or proceeding
or In the manner of taking testimony shall Invali-
date any order, decision, rule, or regulation hsued
unde ihe authority of this chapter. (June 21.1938.
eh. 550. 1 15. 52 Stat, 829.)

Thanmvi* or Function*

All executive and administrative functions at the Fed-
eral Power Commission were, with certain resetvatlans,
tr»n*fer-ea to the Chairman of such Commission. will"
authority vested In him lo authorize their performance
bv any ofBcer, employee, or administrative unit under hi*
jurisdiction, by loso Reorg Plan No. 0. M 1. 2. eff. May
24, 1950, 15 F R 3175. 04 Stilt. 1283. »et out In the
Appendix to Title 3. Government Organization and
Employee..

9 7170. Administrative powers of Commission; rules,
regulations, and orders.

The Commission shall have power to perform any
and nil acts, and to prescribe, issue, make, amend,
and rescind such orders, rules, and regulations os It
may find necessary or appropriate to carry out the
provisions of this chapter. Among other things,
such rules and regulations may define accounting,
technical, and trude terms used In this chnpter; and
may prescribe the form or for.ua of all statements,
declarations, applications, and reports to bo filed
with the Commission, the information which they
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shall contain, and the time within which they shall
be filed Cr.les? a different date is specified therein.

ar.d rejuaz—ns of the Co.r-m.~on ..s.; be
effective thirty days after publication in the manner
.vhich the Commission shall prescribe. Orders of
the Commission shall be effective on the date and In
the manner which the Commission shall prescribe.
For the purposes of its ruler, and regulations, the
Commission may classify persons and matters wich-
ji ;ts .eurisilc: m and prescribe d.iferent require-
ments for different classes of persons or matters.
All rules and regulations of the Commission shall be
filed with its secretary and shall be kept open in
convenient form for public inspection and examina-
tion during reasonable business hours. (June 21.
1938, ch. 556, 516.52 Stat. 830. =

TaAVS Zcx or Functions

All executive and administrative functions of the Fed-
eral Pc.ver Commission were, with certain reservations,
eransferred to the Chairman of sucn Commission, with
-uthcruy vcsiec In him to authorize the'r performance
by any officer, employee, or administrative unit under his
jurisdiction, by 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 9. H I. 2. eff. May
24. 1950. 15 F. R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1285. set out In the
Appendix to Title 5 Government Organization and
Employees.

37Kp. L'se of joint boards; coopen.iion with State
commissions

ia) The Commission may refer any matter aris-
ing in (he adr..nrurat;on of this chapter to a beard
to be composed of a memoer or members, as deter-
mined by the Commisr-ion, from the State or each
of the States affected or to b" affect;d by such mat-
ter Any such beard shall t vestec with the same
power and be subject to the same duties and liabili-
ties as tn the case of a member of the Commission
wh°n designat'd by the Commlsst*n to hold any
heirir.es. Th-1ar on of such b aid shall huve such
force and eff'ct and ti* procp dinys shall be con-
ducted in such manner as the Jommlsston shall by
reculation' preterite. The 3oard si nil be appointed
by th" Commission (ruin ptrsor.s nominated by the
State comm.ssion of each Stute affected, or by the
Governor of such Stn'e if there Is no State com-
mission. Each Siatc affected shal. be entitled to
the obmc number of rcprercntativii on the board
unless the nominating power of such State waives
euch right. The Corr.nIMIw ‘'hall have discretion
to reject the nominee from any State, but shall
thereupon mvi « a new nomination from that State.
Tl e members of a board shall recdve such al ow-
ances for uxpensei as the C immisi: in shall provide.
The Commissun may. when in its discretion suffi-
cient reason exists theiefor, revoke any ref’-encn to
such u board

(b) The Commission may confer with any State

commission rrgotding rate structures, costs, ac-
counts, charges, piactiecs. classifications, and regu-
lations of natural-gas companies; and the Commis-
sion is authorized, under '.uch rules and regu’ itlons
as it shall prescribe, to hold Joint hearings with any
State commi.v'lon In connection viIth any matter
with respect to hich ‘he Cammlss.on is authorized
to act. The Commission is author.zed in the ad-
ministration ot this chapter to avail Itself of auch
cooperation, services, records, and facilities as may

be afforded by any State commission.
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necessary or prcper in order to determine whether
any person has violated or Is about to violate anv
provision of this chapter or any rule, regulation, or
order thereunder, or to aid In the enforcement of the
provisions of this chapter or in prescribing rules or
regulations thereunder, or in obtaining information
to serve as a basis for recommending further legis-
lation to the Congress. The Commission may permit
any person to file with it a statement in writing,
under oath or otherwise, as it shall determine, as to
any or all facts and circumstances concerning a
matter which may be the subject of investigation.
The Commission, in its discretion, may publish in the
manner authorized by section 825k of Title 16. and
moke available to State commissions and municipali-
ties, information concerning any such matter.

(b> The Commission may, after hearing, deter-
mine the adequacy or inadequacy of the gas reserves
held or controlled by any natura‘'-gas company, or
its behalf, including its owned or
leased properties or royalty contracts; and may -lIso.

by anyone on

after hearing, determine tiro propriety and reason-

ableness of the inclusion in operating expenses,
capital, or surplus of all delay rentals or other forms
of rentul or compensation for unopcrated

leases.

lands and
For the purpose of such determinations, the
Commission may require any natural-gas company
to file with the Commission true copies of all Its
lease and royalty agreements with respect to such
gas reserves.

<c> For the purpose of any Investigation or any
other proceeding under this chapter, any member of
the Commission, or any officer designated by It, Is
empowered to administer oaths and affirmations,
compel thrir attendance, take
evidence, and require the production of any bonks,
papers,
agreements,
sion finds relevant or materia! to the inquiry.

subpena witnesses,

correspondence, memoranda, contracts,

or other records which the Commis-
Such
attendance of witnesses and the production of any
such records may be required from any place in the
United States or at any designated place of hearing,
Witnesses summoned by the Commission to appear
before It shall be paid the same fees and mileage
that are paid witnesses In the courts of the United
States.

td) In case of contumacy by. or refusnl to obey a
subpena Issued to, any person, the Commission may
Invoke the nld of any court of the United States
within the Jurisdiction of which such investigation
or proceeding is carried on, or where such person
resides or carries on business. In requiring the attend-
ance and testimony of witnesses and the production
of books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, con-
tracts. agreements, and other records, Such court
may lIssue an order requiring such person to appear
before the Commission or member or officer dcslg-
n ..ed by the Commission, there to produce records,
if so ordered, or to give testimony touching the
matter under Investigation or in question, nnd any
failure to obey such crdcr of the court may be pun-
ished by such court ns a contempt thereof. All
process In any such case mav be served in the Judi-
cial

district whereof such person inhabitant

or wherever he may be found or may be doing busi-

Is an

ness. Any person who willfully shall fall or refuse
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to attend Br.d testify or to answer any lawful inquir-
er to produce books, papers, correspondence, men
randa, contracts, agreements, or ether records, If
his or its power so to do. in obedience to the tub;-,
of the Commission, shall be guilty of a misdemonr--
and upon conviction shall be subject to a fir.c W
mere than S1.COO or to imprisonment for a term ct
not more than one year, or both.

re) The testimony of any witness may be taker, a*
the Instance of a party, in any proceeding cr inves:;.
gatlon pending before the Commission, by deposition
at any time after the proceeding is at Th'.
Commission may also order testimony to be taken by
deposition in any proceeding or investigation pm;d:r..-
before it at any stag** of such proceeding or investi-
gation.

Issue.

Such depositions may be taken before ar-.
person authorized to administer oaths not being c!
ccur.se! or attorney to either of the parties, nor in:
ested in the proceeding or investigation. Reasonab!
nctlce must first be given in writing by the party
hb attorney proposing to take such deposition to *e
opposite party or his atttrr.ev cf record. \s « hvi
br -ea. which notice shall state the name of the
witness and the time and place ot the taking i f h
deposition. Any person may be compelled tc ,i,
ar.d depose, and to produce documentary evidence :n
the same manner as witnesses may be comp nal
appear ar.d testify and produce documentary evidcr.-»
before the Commission, as hereinbefore provu.
Such testimony shall be reduced to writing by ", -
person taking deposition, or under his direction, ar.d
shall, after it has been reduced to writing, be -.
scribed by the d p- r.ert.

<fe If a witness whose tcs'imony may be rir r-d
to tx- taken by deposition be ir. a foreign count-y.
deposition may be taken before an officer or P"t
designated bv the Cmmis-ion. or agreed uoon by 1t
parties by stipulation in writing to be filed wfh n <
Commission. All depositions must be promptly flil< -
with the Commission.

(«= Witnesses whose depositions are tnken as au-
thorized in this chnp'cr. and the person or elf!
taking the ..me, ?na'l be er.tit: d to the same t

are paid fcr like services in the courts of the Unit'

States (June 21. 1938, ch 556. } 14, 52 Stat T-"
Oct. 15. 1970. Pub. L. 91-152, t.tlc Il, 3218. 84
929,i

AJIKFTOMF.NTS

1970—Subset lh) TuB. L 11 452 MntCk OIllt mi
(in wmch routed to tne imm.inr *from pr -ecu-
anv Individual compelled to mmm:-. nr prodv :e end"’
documentary or otherwise, at er claiming
ug.un.-it -.elMncrimtrutlon

i>l» privi "-u

Rnrtcnvt Dart or 10TO AMr.NDMtnr
Amendment by Pub. t, wi-45: eit -ctive on the »<e
day following Oct. IS. IfITO. see ,cc-.on CtO of Pvib u
4S2. net out as a note under wet m JOO1 Tf- 4
Crime* and Criminal Procedure.

TPANartn or Fcnct'ons

AH , secutlve and administrative functions of the fed-
eral Po'-er Commission were, with *ertnln re ervatn
transfer!*d to the Chairman of such C rnmI-'w""- *
authority vested in him to auth-tlre ttietr pr'!" rjc
by ar.v o:Ver. employee or adnirisT <lve unis
JUM'Ob'H n, hv ‘MO Reorc Kild. N- 9. H I. - rl- -=
24, 1910. ;s f H JITS 64 fit '2C; set out ‘=
pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 1
ptoyees.
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