


February 6 , 1974

Honorable Helen Beirne, Chairman and 

members of House Health and Social 

Services Committee 

Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Thru: M. R. Charney, Director

Division of Budget and Management 

Department of Administration

SUBJECT: Comments regarding House Bill 525

Dear Representative Beirne:

I would like to comment that House Bill 525, by making the establishment 

section of the University's statute more specific, would in my opinion 

be a move in the wrong direction. Little if anything is gained by such 

a statute except the development of statutes full of anachronisms such 

as the current statute's reference to departments of archaeology and 

paleontology (which to the best of my knowledge don't exist and won't 

in the near future).

It should be obvious that funding is the key to achieving the goals of 

those responsible for this oill^s introduction. The establishment of a 

Department of Fisheries in the statutes is no guarantee that money will 

ever be allotted for it. On the other hand, even if not legislatively 

established, an earmarked appropriation will accomplish the desired pur­

pose.

If this section is to be amended, therefore, I would suggest that broader 

language such as that indicated on the attached copy of the bill would 

be more appropriate.

Sincerely,

Education Program Budget Analyst 

Division of Budget and Management

cc: Legislative Finance

Pres. Hiatt



R O B E R T  W H I A T T
P R E S I D E N T

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  P P E S I O E N T

F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  9 9 7 0 1

F e b r u a r y  18, 1974

Th e  Hono r ab le  J o e  McGil l
A l a s k a  S ta t e  H ou se  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
P ou ch  V
Jun e au ,  A l a s k a  99801 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  McGill:

T h ank  you v e r y  m uch  fo r  y o u r  l e t t e r  of 4 F e b r u a r y  a f fo rd ing  m e  an 
oppo r tun i t y  to c o m m en t  on House  Bi l l  No. 525 "An Ac t  C r e a t i n g  a D e p a r tm e n t  
of F i s h e r i e s  w i th in  the U n iv e r s i t y  of A l a s k a " .  Below a r e  s om e  p r e l im i n a r y  
c o m m en t s  wh ich  shou ld be fol lowed up by a m e e t i n g  in J u n e a u  with you. At 
my f i r s t  oppo r tun i ty  to be in J u n e a u  I hope we sha l l  have  an oppo r tun i ty  to 
d i s c u s s  a ll  a s p e c t s  of ou r  r e n ew ab le  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s ,  fo r  the  U n iv e r s i t y  can  
m ak e  im p o r t a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to all a s p e c t s  of t hem ,  in c lud ing  f i s h e r y  e duca t io n .

F i r s t ,  S e c t ion  14.40.010. UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA, i s  h o p e l e s s l y  
out-of-date. The  e n t i r e  Sec t ion  n eed s  to  be r ew r i t t e n ,  so  I should l ike to see  
a r e v i s i o n  which in som ew ay  m igh t  r e f e r  to the S t a t e ' s  r e s o u r c e s  d e v e lo pm en t  
m o r e  g e n e r a l l y .

Second, and m o r e  im po r t a n t ,  I have engaged  an ou t s tand ing  f i s h e r i e s  
e x p e r t ,  M r .  C a n t o n  A tk inson,  f o rm e r l y  F i s h e r i e s  A t t a che ,  A m e r i c a n  E m b a s s y ,
Tokyo, to c om e  to  A l a s k a  to study c om p r e h e n s i v e l y  what  e a ch  j u r i s d i c t i o n  is  
p r e s e n t l y  do ing (e. g. , f e d e r a l  p r o g r am ,  S ta t e  F i s h  and G am e  Depar tment:  p r o g r a m  
and the U n iv e r s i t y  of Alaska), wha t  they have  p l an s  to do, and what it: i s  t h a t  m o s t  
n e ed s  to  be done. On th is  i n f o rm a t i o n  b a s e  he ni to r e c o m m en d  to m e  what type 
of a r e n ew ab l e  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s  p r o g r a m  the U n iv e r s i t y  S y s t em  shou ld  have .  
P r e s u m a b l y ,  thiH wi l l  in c lude  f i s h e ry  educa t ion  both t e chno log ic a l  in  th e  C om m un i t y  
C o l l e g e s  and a c a d e m i c - r e s e a r c h  ed u c a t i o n  at the  f o u r- y ea r  c am pu s e s .  Add i t iona l ly ,  
i t  wi l l  s p e l l  out  in  p r i o r i t y  o r d e r  wha t  f i s h e r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  
fo r  the U n iv e r s i t y  and which will both c om p l em en t  and s u p p o r t  t ho se  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
c a r r i e d  out  by the  S ta te  and f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s .

F r a n k l y ,  I don' t th ink we need  a Bill in s u ppo r t  of t h i s  work, bu t  what 
would be e s p e c i a l l y  use fu l  would be a J o i n t  R e so lu t io n  wh ich  e n c o u r a g e s  u s  to 
p r o c e e d  wi th  th i s  s tudy tills y e a r  and to p r e s e n t  t:o the fo l lowing L e g i s l a t u r e
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a p r o g r a m  wh ich  c an  be c o n s i d e r e d  and su p p o r t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  in  the b e s t  
m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  to the p r o g r am .

We can  d i s c u s s  th is  at g r e a t e r  leng th  when I s e e  you in Ju n e au .  In 
fact,  I shou ld  l ike  to b r ing  C l in t  A tk in son  a long (he w i l l  a r r i v e  on F e b r u a r y  27th) 
so  th a t  he  c an  have  the  bene f i t  of the th ink ing  of y o u r s e l f  and o th e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  
who wan t  to do s om e th in g  abou t  ou r  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  know if 
I can  be of h e lp  in any way in the i n t e r im .

R o b e r t  W. H ia t t  
P r e s i d e n t

RWH:dm

PLEASE REPLY DY AIRMAIL



]
February 197^

Doctor Hyatt 
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Doctor Hyatt:

Enclosed Is House Dill No. 525 "An Act creating a Department of 
Fisheries within the University of A l a s k a.H

I am very interested in receiving your comments on the Bill.
If you ever have the opportunity to be in Juneau, please drop 
into my office and I would like to discuss it with you.
However, if you cannot meet with me I would like you to write 
and let me know what you think.

Please let me know, as soon as possible.

S i n c e r e l y ,

JM/dln

Joe McGill
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